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DESCRIPTION. 


SCILLY ISLANDS. 


7 7 U 
* . p * 
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ROM the Land's End of England, in Cornwall, about 
g leagues W. 8. W. three quarters W. lie ſeveral ſmall 


2 ilands, known by che general name of SCILLY, which, when 

| beheld at a diſtance, appear like ſo many high banks in the 
water, as land does uſually appear off at ſea ; but the rocks, 

dhe citadels of nature, about the iſlands, eſpecially thoſe to 

the Weſtward, appear off at ſea like old caſtles and churches, 

with the ſea alternately flying over them in white ſheets or 

| fleeces of that elements. Theſe iſlands being ſo little known, 


but by ſeafaring people, are often miſunderſtood for the hi- 


| deous rocks around them, called by ſeamen the Rocks of 
Scilly, and ſometimes they are miſtaken for the proverbial | 
Scylla, the name of a rock near the Italian ſhore, oppoſite the 
iſland of Sicily, mentioned by Virgil (lib. iii. v. 246, Kc.) 
They are reckoned to be more in number than one hundred 
and forty ; twenty-ſeven of which contain by eſtimation 


about five thouſand four handred and eighty-five acres. It 


s e that fo linall and incouſiderable- a ſpot as the £7 
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iſle of Scilly, whoſe cliffs hardly any thing but birds can 
mount, and whoſe barrenneſs would ſcarce ſuffer any oy 


j 8 but birds to inhabit it, ſhould give name to all theſe iſlands : 
| | But there is reaſon to believe, from the ſituation of the ſhores, © 
1 that this iſland, which is now only a bare rock, was formerlß 
ji joined to the others by low necks of land, and that the ad- 
| i Joining rocks and iſlets made formerly but one iſland, which 
: RED obtained the name of Scilly, and having ſome little iſlands 
4 ſcattered at a ſmall diſtance, it gave its name to its inferiors; 
f whence what were called by the Greeks Caſſiterides and He eſpe- 
| ji 2 | £7 rides, from this Weſtern ſituation, and abounding with tin, 
17 were named by the Latin authors Sigdeles, Sillinæ, Silures, by 
9 the Dutch — and wy the * Og, ly, : and 
| . | Sos. NT; : | | * 


— 


There! is great raiſon to Feber chat the Ee and Aiſtin® d 
iſlands adjoining were formerly united, and made but one 
iſland; for there are between many of them great —_ | 
reaching from one iſland to another, all uncovered at „„ 
14 IT, water, and having only four feet in the deepeſt part. The 
N 1 „ continually incrbaching upon the land, as is apparent to 5 
1 people of obſervation; for within the memory of ſeveral men 
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now living, many acres and ſome hoaſes have been entirely ß, 
1 wafhed away, and nothing left but the bare rocks, which, 5 | 
[i ES 3 without doubt, Has been the eaſe for many ages back. It 
16 eeeuidently appears that theſe iſlands were once one continued 3 
© track of land, divided into fields, and eultivated even im thoſe 
a bf bow parts which are now over-run with ſea and ſand, Where 
3 : Hhips now ride at anchor, and in which there are the remains 1 
| of ſtone hedges and ruins of houſes Tix feet under the common 
3 run of the fand-banks, frequently diſcovered upon the ſhifting a 
'F - - = of the fand (as lately happened in St. Martin's Bay), deſcend- , 


REP ing from the hills of Brehar and Sampſon, and running many 
feet under the level of the ſea towards Treſco Iſland, where 
1 * at cle ere of a bung . + popes, OY. wy Je. e 
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REILLY ISLANDS 3 


from one iſland to another, where at fall ſea there are ten or 
twelve feet depth of water. Aſter this ſeparation it became 
neceſſary that theſe iſlands ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by different 

appellations, the chief of which were called after the names 
of particular ſaints, according to the religion of the times; 
but Scilly, not being inhabitable, was left to enjoy its ancient 

name; and lying fartheſt to the Weſt of all the high lands, 


was the firſt land, of all theſe iſlands, that could be Gſcavered TH 


by traders from the Mediterranean and the Spaniſh coaſt, on 
which account ſailors went on ſtill in their old W and 1 
thei in e The ly Iſlands. 


There are in \ Scilly, as in many parts of Racland, ſeveral 
circles of ſtones erect, which have their detached pillars at a 
ſmall but undetermined diſtance, like Roll Rick Stones, in Ox- 17 
foraſhire, near Long Compton, in Warwickſhire, one of which 
5 is much taller than the reſt, and ſtands at a ſmall diſtance from 
the circle on the N. W. ſide. The people in that neighbour. 
| hood call this lofty detached ſtone The King. Some people 


ſuppoſe theſe flones have been ſet up in memory of Rollo, = 


_ the famous Daniſh commander; but it is moſt likely they 


were erected long before his time, and uſed as a temple by he 7 


Druids, long before that of Stonehenge, upon Saliſbury Plain. | 8 
Ehere are ſeveral circles of ſtones of the like nature in other 


| Parts of che k. dom; one near Little Salkeld, in the pariſh 


of Addingham, about five miles N. E. from Penrith, in Cum- Fo 
berland, called Long Megg and her Daughters; within the 
5 8 was formerly a large heap of ſtones, thrown together in 
2n irregular manner, lately taken away for the purpoſe "" NG 
EE building, and ſome imagine that dead bodies were buried 


5 under them; but it is much more probable that thoſe ſtanding 
in a circlay form, like Roll Rick Stones above-mentioned, - 


 _ Were uſed:asa temple by the Druids, in the ſame manner, and 


the intermediate ones, ſuch as have been taken out of the 


3 SIR n order to clear the ground, and placed Yr | 


. 1 8 here. 
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3 DESCRIPTION of .the 


here, in the manner deſcribed, for the fake of convenience. 
The workmanſhip of theſe Druidical temples is a ſtrong proof 
of their having been erected at a period when the people 
were utterly unacquainted with the liberal arts, as they are 
compoſed of very large rude ſtones, none of which at preſent 
ſnew the mark of any tool. There are alſo in Scilly many 
caves under ground, which appear to have been ancient ſepul- 
. chres, by ſome called barrows, but more properly burrows, 
from the Saxon verb byrigean, whence the Engliſh 20 Bury: 
Their manner of conſtruction is nearly the ſame, but of va- 
rious dimenſions. The outer ring is compoſed of large ſtones, 
pitched on their ends, and the heap within conſiſts of ſmaller 
| ſtones, clay, and earth, mixed together. They have generally 
a cavity of ſtone work in the middle, covered with flat ſtones, 
and the cavities (which being low and covered with rubble, © 
are ſcarce apparent in ſome) conſiſt of ſuch large materials in 
others, that they make the principal figure in the whole monu- 5 
ment. The reaſon why theſe cavities are ſo much beyond the 
dimenſions of the human body, ſeems to me to be, that they 
might contain more bodies than one, agreeable to the cuſtom of 
the ancient Greeks; for among them every family was wont 
to have their proper burying- place, to be deprived whereof 
was reputed one of the greateſt calamities that could befall 
them; wherefore, when the Lacedemonians were reſolved to 
conquer the Meſſenians, or loſe all their lives in the attempt, 
we read that they bound tickets to their right arms, contain- 
ing their own and their fathers' names; that if all ſhould 
periſh in the battle, and their bodies be ſo mangled as not to 
be diſtinguiſhed, thoſe notes might certify what family they 
belonged to, chat ſo they might be carried to the ſepulchres of 5 
kheir anceſtors. The reſt of the Grecians had the fame cuſ- 
tom; whence there being a law, that ſuch as preſerved not 


their inheritance, ſhould be deprived of the ſepulchre of their 


| fathers, Democritus having ſpent his eſtate in the ſtudy of al- - 
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The 3 monuments of the Druids were all conſtructed | 
with great art; but thoſe which remain in theſe iſtands could 
be only for perſons of high rank, the poor not being able to 
defray ſo conſiderable an expence. The outſide is ſurrounded 
with a circle ef large ſtones, and the intermediate ſpace, near 
where the body was depoſited, is filled up with ſmaller ſtones, 
| burnt clay, and earth, which by its natural heat muſt ſoon have 
| reduced the carcaſe-to a dry ſkeleton. Flat ſtones were alſo 
laid over them; and from the great pains beſtowed on them, 
we may reaſonably infer, that in all ages human nature is the 
fame; and a love to preſerve, as well as honour the remains of 
n OR Ora a e ſway with all 1 
The common graves of primitive Greece were nothing but 
caverns dug in the earth; but thoſe of latter ages were more 
curiouſly wrought ; they were commonly paved with ſtones, 
had arches built over them, and were adorned with no leſs art 


and care than the houſes of the living. Kings and great men 


were anciently buried in mountains, or at the feet of them. 
It was a cuſtom to raife a mount upon the graves of great 
perſons, which ſometimes conſiſted of ſtone, but the common 
materials were nothing but earth; whence the Latin word 
tumulus, which in its proper ſenſe imports no more than a hil- 


"178 lock, came to ſignify a grave. Whatever the materials were, 


they uſually were laid together with care and art. The an- 
cient ſepulchres were compoſed of two parts; one was the OS. 
grave or tomb, the ſecond part was the ground ſurrounding 
te grave, which was fenced about with pales or walls; and as 
theſe ſepulchres in the iſlands of Scilly anſwer the deſcription - 
of the graves of the ancient Grecks. it is moſt probable they 

were the burying places of the Pheenicians, who traded to 

theſe Rs Tory: ns TOR Celar landed in | Britain. 1 
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by the ſea breezes proceeding from every quarter, and i is not 


ſeen here, than in more extenſive tracts of land. If a ſtorm 
Happens before the crops are above ground, or after they are 


ſoon after gentle ſhowers ſucceed, the graſs will ſpring the 
better; but as there are no trees or deep yallies, theſe ſtorms | 
< greatly damage the crops, from whatever quarter the wind 
| blows; for they drive the falt ſpray with ſuch fury, that it 
breaks or burns up every thing that is tender: But theſe are 
inconveniences to which moſt little iſlands are ſubje& in this 
climate. The ſpray of the ſea is of great uſe to the ground 


corn; but if it happens in harveſt it hurts the corn, unleſs. it 
has been cut down. In the months of June and July the air 
is filled with offenſive vapours, which are not eafily diſperſed, 
by the inhabitants burning ore weed to make kelp ; andin the 
ſummer, the air is ſometimes exceeding hot, on account of tlie 


apt to be blown up from the coves, which renders une aut 
5 very. —_ when the wind blows hard, vithour win. 


and other neighbouring countries, Froſt and ſnow are very 


Froſt ſeldom happens unleſs the air is calm, and it is general ß - 
gone after the ſan has ſhined two or three hours. The ſum- > 
mers are not ſcorching by reaſon of the dnn breexes . 

bing over Wilen, 1 
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although the air has not been reckoned ſo good ſince the | : 
making of kelp was introduced among chem, yet as the ore= 
5 * of which it is made, does 90s contain any thing more 
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at all infected by unwholeſome vapours, ariſing from large 
marſhy grounds; however, the ſea fogs are more commonly 


houſed, it throws the ſpray of the ſea over the land; and if 


in the ſpring, and generally occaſions a good produce of 


reflection of the ſun from the ſand; and in winter the ſand 6 


— 


I is never ſo cold Thy in winter, : as in - Racked Tang. 


ſeldom known, and never continue here longer than a few days. 


» 1 


The e know _ little of PRESS or diſeaſes, for i 


8 2 . „ noxious 


$CILLY ISLANDS + þF 
| noxions than a few particles of ſalt, ſo it has ſeldom been 
found to have any diſagreeable effect on their conſtitutions. 
The people of theſe iſtands are ſeldom afflited with the ague, 
and a fever is very uncommon ; but the fmall-pox and the 


meaſles are the moſt frequent and fatal diſtempers; hence 


thoſe that are temperate; live to a great age; but unhappily 
ſpirituous liquors are too much uſed in all theſe little iſlands. 
In former times the inhabitants were remarkable for longe- 
vity; but of late years, from the ſmuggling trade carried on 
with them, ſome of them have been immoderately addicted to 
the uſe of brandy, and other ſpirituous liquors, it being ſold. 
among them fo cheap, that the pooreſt perſon can purchaſe it, 
to the injury of their health, the apr A of weneſs, and - 
eee e 


The earth, or ſoil, is Bike that of Cornwalt. The hills are 


| * rocky, rifing in ſome places to à great height. The vallies * 


are fertile; and the fields here, like thoſe in Cornwall, are in- 
cloſed with hedges made with earth and ſtones. Alſo the 
heathy plains and turfy downs, in theſe iſlands, afford their 
aſe and pleaſure, The higheſt land yields a proſpect of Eng- 
land in a clear day, and of ſhips going out and returning at 
the mouth of the Channels. Nature has not been profuſe of 
rivers, purling ſtreams, trees, groves, woods, and other exter- 
nal ornaments to beautify this ſpot of ground; but has fup- 


| plied that deficiency with intrinſic ſtore of freſh ſprings ; 


fixing the iſlands before the entrance of two famous trading 
channels (the Britiſh and Briſtol), whereby the inhabitants 
| thereof might benefit themſelyes by an intercourſe with fo- 
5 "gy; nations, as wel as . 1 9 


The and | conſiſts of ſmall gravel, had off by the x vio- 


lence of the ſea from the moor-ftones, which line the ſhores of 
all the iſlands in great plenty. The fineſt ſand; ſo much in 

N requeſt wo the Corniſh yy and others for ſcouring, and for 
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drying up writing ink, is found- only in Porchmellyn Cove, on 


St. Mary's Iſland. In one part of St. Mary's Ifland they 
have a ſhelly ſand, and thoſe who underſtand huſbandry beſt 
make uſe of it as manure; however, in general, the inhabi- 

tants are too apt to depend on the fertility of their ſoil, and 
negle& the proper methods of cultivation. The moor-ſtone 


ſand contributes very little to vegetation, after the ſalt of the 


| ſea is waſhed from it; for there is no occaſion for keeping the 
| ſoil looſe and open, it being naturally mixed with _ gravel, 5 


and therefore not apt to grow Riff, 


In ſome of theſe iflands the ſoil is exceeding good, and 


might be improved to great advantage were the people more 
acquainted than they are with the principles of huſbandry. 
Potatoes are cultivated in large quantities, and in as great per- 

fection as in Ireland; ſome families gather two crops in a year 'Y 
great quantities are ſold to the ſhipping that put in, and ſome 
cargoes are yearly ſent off to Gibraltar, Portſmouth, Ply- 

mouth, and other places. Wheat is not ſo good in Scilly, as 

what grows in Cornwall; however, it ſeems to have been more 
uſually ſown on theſe iſlands in former ages; for King Henry 
the Third commanded Drew de Barrentine, Governor of his : 

_ Iſland of Scilly, or his bailiffs, that they deliver every year to 
Ralph Burnet ſeven quarters of wheat, which Robert Legat 
uſed to receive, and which was eſcheated to the King. Wheat 
is not grown. ſufficient for the inhabitants; the deficiency is - 

_ ſupplied by ſacks of flour from England, of which bread is 


made by itſelf or mixing it wich ground barley. They have Do 


good barley and rye; ſome, but few cats, inſtead of which 
they uſe another ſeed called pillas, which is very hardy, and 
will thrive well in the coarſeſt ground; it anſwers all the 


purpoſes of oatmeal, and has generally the preference. It - 


needs not ſtripping like the oat, and is therefore called the = 
avena muda * may. and ers. | | | 


SCILLY ISLANDS. 9 
10 the inhabited parts of theſe iſlands they have plenty of 
peaſe, beans, and various ſorts of roots. Sallads grow very 


well; they have alſo dwarf fruit- trees, gooſeberries, currants, 


raſberries, ſtrawberries, and all ſhrubs that will not riſe above 


the height of the ſtone incloſures, and even theſe would do | 
better, if they would plant ſhelters of elder, Dutch elm, ſyca- 


more, and the like, in clumps and hedge-rows ; ; for without 
_ theſe all vegetables lie expoſed to the winds in proportion to 
their height. Garden pot-herbs, and herbs for diſtillation, 


are as plentiful, and as good here as any where. Ranun- 


_ culuſes, anemonies, and moſt other flowers, will do very well; 


but if the roots are left long in the gronnd, there is a ſort of a 
worm which does them a great deal of — and hinders 
- them from e * DE Th 


— 


The flones 4 theſe iſlands are moſtly of the grey moor- 


ſtone kind, ſpeckled with black ſpots, and enlivened with a 
ſmall leafy talc or talk. Some are of a red ground, larded 


with white debaſed cryſtal, a beautiful granite. Theſe iſlands 


were formerly famous for tin, though thoſe mines from which 


the ancients broke it are not now to be found. It appears 


from Diodorus Siculus, and from Strabo, that the ancient 
natives of theſe iſlands had mines which were not very deep, 


and that Publius Craſſus taught them how to purſue the 


ore to a greater depth; and it muſt not be forgotten that 


the ancients had a great part of their tin from the neighbour- 


ing coaſts of Cornwall, famous for their tin trade, as anciently 


as the time of Auguſtus Cæſar; and whoever ſees the land of 
Cornwall from theſe iſlands, muſt be convinced that the Phos- 


nicians and other traders did moſt probably include the Weſ. 


tern part of Cornwall among the iſlands called Caſſiterides: 
And Diodorus Siculus does plainly confound, and in his 
_ deſcription mix the Weſtern parts of Cornwall and the Caſſi- 


terides indiſcriminately one with the other; for talking of the 


7 promontory Bolerium, alias Belerium, the tin commerce, and 


B | 4 courteous _ 


———— Sas pu aces 
. 
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courteous behaviour of the inhabitants, he ſays that they car- 


iſland to which the traders conveyed their tin before expor- 
iſland which Pliny, from Timeus, calls Mictis, about fix days 


ſail from Britain, ſaid to be fertile in tin : The diſtance here 


fail from Britain, they did not mean from the neareſt part of 
Britain, but from the place moſt known, and frequented by 
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ried this tin to an adjoining Britiſh iſle called IQs, to which 
at low tide they could have acceſs. This Ictis might be an 


tation from the other ſmaller iſlands, and is probably the ſame 


laid down is no objection to Mictis being one of the Scilly _ 
Iſlands ; for when the ancients reckoned this place fix days 


them Ci. e. by the Romans and Gauls), which was that part 
of Britain neareſt to, and in ſight of Gaul, from which to the 
Scilly Iſlands, the diſtance was indeed fix days uſual ſail, in 
the early days of navigation ; therefore, in all probability, 
by Mictis here, Pliny means the largeſt of the Scilly Iſles; _ 
and it is not unlikely but Diodorus Es ao did, in * 7 
"Paige mentioned above. . 


- Many kinds of phyſical and . W grow in a all the | 
inhabited iſles, which are gathered in large quantities, in the 
months of May, June, July, and Auguſt. Theſe the inhabi- 
tants diſtil in an alembick for making cordials all the year: 
They cover the diſtilled waters, put in bottles, with the ſtrong 
" — oil that comes from the herbs in drawing, which 
preſerves them till they want them to mix with brandy and 
| ſugar for uſe. The ſea poppy grows here in great plenty, 
which bears a pale yellow ſingle flower. The root of it is 
much eſteemed for removing all pains in the breaſt, ſtomach,” 
and inteſtines ; it is good alſo for diſordered lungs ; and it is 
ſo much better here than in other places, that people in Corn- 
wall ſend hither for it. This root is accounted very good 
both as an-emetick and cathartick. The people of Scilly. 


© have ſeveral groundleſs fancies relating. to plants, and they. 


mer all the medicinal ones wank: * moon is juſt ſuch an 
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age; which, with many other ſuch whims, muſt be conſidered. 
as the relicks of the Druid ſuperſtition, which formerly ſo 
much prevailed in theſe iſlands, The eringo, or ſea holly, 
is common here on the ſandy beach ; wild tanſey and a kind 
of muſk, but not the odoriferous, are found here; alſo plenty 5: 
of garlick, both in gardens and growing wild. There 1s alſo 
ſea wreck among the ore-weed, of a fine ſcarlet, and other 
pretty colours; alſo good laver. Samphire, of an extraor- 
dinary kind, is produced here in abundance, and is uſed both | 
for diſtilling and pickling : The method for preſerving it for 
_ pickling at any time, is by putting it into ſmall caſks, and 
covering it with a ſtrong brine of ſalt and water, which 
changes it to yellow, but vinegar reſtores its greenneſs in 
pickling. Being preſerved in this manner it is ſent | in ſmall 
= caſks to diſtant. parts for * 


The water in ſeveral, of theſe iſlands is very 3 That 
of. Lentevern Well, on the Eaſt part of St. Mary's Iſland, is 


remarkably pure and ſoft. There is a good well at Holy 


Vale, and ſeveral other good ſprings in different parts of 
Saint Mary's Iſland, always running over, which ſupply the 


neighbouring inhabitants. Where ſprings are deficient, there 


are deep pits, or coops in the ground, the work of nature, 
for the reception of the rain water to ſupply the cattle : Se- 

veral of theſe natural reſervoirs may be found in the off iſlands, | 

and a very large one, called the Abby Pond, in the iſland of 


Treſco. There are no brooks nor rivers in any of the iſlands, 


nor any running water, except what comes from ſome of the 
wells, or for a little while after great rains, in the winter. The 
little ſtreams that are to be met with in any of the iſlands, 
will ſcarce afford water, in the ſummer, ſufficient to fill an 


|  hogſhead in an hour; fo. that here, npon the whole, the 


poet would have a bad time of it, and might figh alike for the „ 
purling ſtream, and the ſhady grove, Chalybeat waters there 
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are none, which is che leſs furprlig | beende their veins of 
| metals are ſo few. 
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There is a ſmall bird found in theſe iſlands, ſcarcely ſo big | 
as a lark, of an aſhen and white colour, called, by the inhabi- * 


—— 
——— nagar = 
11 - — 


| wid tants, a hedge chicker, thought by many equal. food to' an 
| 18 ortolan. Some partridges were formerly brought over from 
Wi England to increaſe and ſtock the iſlands, and would have 
| anſwered that purpoſe very well, but they were all ſoon 
1 deſtroyed by the inhabitants. Wild fowls of all ſorts, from 
11 the ſwan to the ſnipe; are to be ſhot, and moſt of them in, 
+ | great plenty, in the winter time. The ſea birds common in 
104 all theſe iſlands, are looms, gannets, herons, herinſhaws, gulls, 
115 ſea pies, merricks, &c. The land birds are puflins, ſnipes, 
il i woodcocks, ducks, widgeons, teals, wild geeſe, wild ſwans, | 
1 N cawillys, pinnicks, curlews, lapwings, &c. in winter; beſides 
10 the common birds, ſparrows, larks, linnets, blackbirds, 
(Wy! _ thruſhes, goldfinches, crows, kites, hawks, owls, &c. which 
q ilk are found all the year. Every ſort of tame poultry is here in 
1 PH great perfection. Sea birds are very numerous; they build 
1 | | their neſts upon the Weſtern rocks, and the uninhabited 
4! iſlands. Puffins are now very ſcarce, but there muſt have 
9 been great numbers of them formerly and very eaſily to be 
14 got at, the crown rent of the iſlands being paid i in puffins, as 
1 eafly as the time of King Edward the Fu. - 
14 The black cattle. bred in theſe ends 2 are very ſmall, and 
[178 | the meat not ſo well fed, in general, nor of ſo pleaſant a taſte, 
115 as in England. Sometimes beef is killed that is very ſweet . 
1 and good for preſent uſe, but it will not bear ſalt ſo well, as 
if that which is better fed. Hags are here very plentiful, whoſe 
1 Meſh 3 is reckoned excellent, and the beſt of its kind; though 
BY! very good meat is killed here of all forts, at particular ſea- 
| } ſons, Horſes here are ſmall, but lively, and very ſerviceable * 
1 for carrying burdens We; for the plovgh, "I cattle . 
3 | | Nev : | EET 
1. 2 | "i 
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at 10 and are ſeldom houſed ; for, generally ſpeaking, 
they give no hay to their bullocks (very few people here cut 
' graſs for hay, which the cattle ſeverely find the want of in 
winter), ſo they are eaſily taken, and in general are as tame 
as if they were kept in a place of confinement ; they not 
being over wanton, through the means of luxuriant paſture. 
Part of the year, when paſture fails, they feed on the weeds 
_ thrown on ſhore by the tide; and from being ſo accuſtomed 
to it, if taken to any other parts where that article cannot be 
procured, they will pine away and be of very little ſervice. 
Sheep are fed in the ſame manner as the cattle, and the 
- mutton is greatly eſteemed for having a taſte ſuperior to that 
fed in richer paſture. The ſheep and cattle feeding upon the 
 ore-weed does not at all affect the taſte of the fleſh, but the 
fleſh of the pigs that feed upon it has a ſtrong diſagreeable 
_ taſte, There are ſome goats in the iſlands, and rabbits many, 
but they undermine the hedges, and are ſo deſtruQtive to the 
_ . graſs and corn, that the iſlanders endeavour, all they can, to 
leſſen their number; there are no hares, as the rabbits will 
not ſuffer a hare to live among them; but as there are many 


| iflands uncultivated, hares and rabbits might be * apart on 
- pane illands. 5 


"Great quantities of fiſh are taken by the inhabitants i in the 
by ſpring and ſummer ſeaſons, which they prepare or ſave, by 


opening, garbaging, ſalting, or laying in pickle, and after. 


wards drying in the ſun. Some are laid by for yearly flock 
to expend with potatoes, and others kept for ſale. They 


x hang their fiſh out to dry againſt the walls of their houſes, or 
. ſpread them upon their ſtone hedges ; and ſome people ere A 


ſtages for the purpoſe of drying their fiſh. They catch 
_ mackerel here in great plenty, during their ſeaſon. Their flat 
| fiſh, the ſole, turbot, and plaiſe, are reckoned to vye with the 
beſt; they take alſo abundance of ling, which, on the coaſt 
f 885 is de me as * better fed, and leſs 

; ſpent, 
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9250 than what is catched in ſhoaler water, near the coaſt of | 
England. They cure the ling with good ſalt, and ſend it 
dried to England and elſewhere. They have ſome ſalmon- 
pele, cod, pollack, and all other fiſh uſually caught on the 
coaſt of Cornwall, particularly great plenty of pilchards and 
 feads, which come into their coves ſome time before "they 
| arrive in the bays of Cornwall, and might be taken moſt 
E: c commodiouſly, as their coves are ſmall and ſandy ; be ſalted, 
prefled, and got to market, before thoſe of their neighbours ; - 
by curing them the inhabitants, men, women and children, 
1 would be more conſtantly employed than they are at preſent, 
and both+the value of the good lands advanced, and the im- 
pirovement of the poor lands promoted. This is one of the 
3 | greateſt advantages of their natural ſituation, but hitherto 
Is neglected. The fiſh caught here are divided into three kinds, 
Vviz. round, flat, and ſhell fiſh. Of the round are denomi- 
| nated, ling, cod, conger, pollack, baſs, eels, chad, ſcad, whit- - 
2x8 | _ ing-pollack, mullet, mackerel, ſmelts, ſprats, birt, bame, 
= | enddles, pilchards, hake, wraſs, whiſtlers, &c. Of flat fiſh 
| © eæsæ re denominated, turbot, thornback, . ſoles, rays, flowkes, 
3 dabs, plaiſe, flounders, &c. Of the ſhell fiſh are denominated, 
. craw-fiſh, crabs, lobſters, muſcles, cockles, ſhrimps, . 
i wrinkels ; ; but no e are found about * 


| There are _ adders; toads or venomous creatures of any - 
kind in theſe iſlands ; but many rats, mice and frogs. There 
are bees, but no waſps or gad flies; and many kinds of inſets 
too numerous to be particularized. . 'There are troubleſome | 
| flies, that ſting ſome people very bad, in warm weather, and 

| raiſe bliſters upon their ſkin, which have a ſmall flender, 
+ .- Jongiſh body, and very long ſlender legs; theſe are called 
5 muſquitoes, common in warm climates, In ſome houſes theß 

have a large ſort of flies ; they hide themſelves by day, and 

come out by night from their lurking holes, and devour great 

| quantities of proviſions. | Theſe are known to ſeamen by the | 


. 
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name of cock roches ; ; they have four wings of a browniſh 
' tortoiſe ſhell colour, but are not ſo large here as in ſome other 
places; they are eſteemed great curioſities on account of their 


being found in theſe iſlands, and except in the Weſt Indies, | 
where, as I have been informed, they are ſometimes ſeveral 


inches long, and are e ſcarce known 1 in any other ur of the 
world. PL 


'14 


Very little wood, and that moſtly ſhrubs, grows upon theſe 
iſlands ; ſome orchards have been planted of late years, and 


produce apples, and thrive very well where they are ſheltered 
from the blaſting winds. People here are not fond of plant- 
ing trees, and making improvements, on account of the un- 
certainty of their tenure, as they cannot obtain leaſes for 


more than twenty-one years ; and before any improvement 


can be brought to perfection to pay people for their trouble 
and expence, the leaſes expire. They dreſs their lands with 
ore-weed, carried thither upon horſes backs, loaded with 
| crooks of it, as they have no carts in the iſlands, from the 
| fea ſhore, where it is thrown up in great quantities after 3 A 
ſtorm; and if the ſtorms do not drive in the ore-weed at the 
5 proper ſeaſon when it is wanted for the land, the farmers are 
obliged to cut it from the rocks. on which it grows, at a great 
| expence and trouble. They generally begin to plough their 
land about Chriſtmas, yoking horſes as well as oxen in the 


| fame manner as they do in England; after the land is plowed, 


they ſtrew it thick with ore-weed, upon the ridges, and after- 


wards cover it up with earth taken from the furrows ; in this 


manner they let the ore · weed remain about fix or eight weeks, 
till it be quite rotten and diſſolved, and in the month of April 
they ſpread the earth abroad with mattocks, inſtead of plow- 
ing it a ſecond time, and ſow: their barley. The wheat is 
generally ſown in February, upon the ground where potatoes . 


had been planted the preceding year. They do not think 


bore- weed is a good dreſſing for potatoe ground or for wheat; 
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ſo they either dreſs that land with 3ſhes, ſtable , or freſh 


mould got from old hedges, or elſe dug up from the edges of 8 
the fields where they cannot plow. They never let any land 


lie fallow in Scully ; ſo it produces a crop of ſome ſort every 9 5 
pear. They do not cut their corn down with ſcythes, as is 
practiſed in many parts elſewhere, but uſe reap hooks for that 
purpoſe, which have a ſharp, ſmooth edge, and no teeth like 
a ſickle. In reaping they graſp the ſtem of the corn very 
low with one hand, and cut it near the ground with the reap 
| hook in the other, laying it in even ranks, after the manner 
a ſcythe leaves it, where mowing is practiſed. At this labour 
the men and women are equally dextrous, and painful. In _ 


the off iſlands the women undertake the management of the 


harveſt, while the men go a fiſhang. When the corn is dry, 


they bind it up in ſmall ſheaves, but do not ſet it up in ſhocks, _ 
as is practiſed in ſome parts of England; they put it up in 


mos or ricks in the fields, where they let it remain ſome 

time to dry, before they remove it, which, in building the 
mows in the fields, they place with the ears or beard of the 
corn outward, upon the fide of the ridge, which is ſloping like 
the roof of a houſe, whereby it ſhoots off the water when it 
rains. Some time after, at a convenient opportunity, when - 


they have thraſhed out ſome of their corn, they remove the 
mows out of the fields to their rick yards, where they put it 


up again in mows or ricks of a larger ſize, which they thatch 
With ſtraw for ſtanding the winter, or till they want to thraſh 
it out, which they do in their barns, upon looſe planks laid 
upon the barn floors, where they beat it out of the ear with 
fllails, or as the Scilly people call them, chraſhals, and ſome 
upon barn floors, as is practiſed in England. Thoſe who are 
not accommodated with barns of their own to thraſh in, 
| borrow them of their neighbours, or elſe thraſh upon boards 
covered with canvaſs, out of doors; peaſe are generally 
thraſhed out in the fields, as ſoon as they are dry, and not put 
Se _—_ mows or r ricks.. _ They and thraſh out the corn as 


"> 15 


gat ſome particular ſeaſons. Theſe ſtraw ropes, of the 
. thatched houſes, are faſtened. to pegs driven into the chinks 0 1 


ments are uſually filled with the company. The ſeveral 
de eounſes of diſhes-being decently. introduced in their order; 


round ; the briſk liquor and converſation expreſs. the ſpiris 


afterwards plays up, and as many as chuſe it, take each a 
ES, partner to e In this Jovial and frolickſome manner, 
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they want the ſtrau -to feed the cattle. The corn is cleanſed 
in a breezy day, without doors, by heaving it in the wind, 
and letting it fall upon canvaſs ſpread upon the ground, and 
by throwing it into a coarſe or open ſieve, being an inſtrument 

for the purpoſe, called, by the iſlanders, a caſure, out of which 
the corn falls down upon ſpread canvaſs, and the chaff is 
blown away. The eleanſed corn is | foreg i in obs or bags, 


a is wanted ber ule. 

90 'To Gian us tack ben their corn ricks, from the force 7 
of the winds, the inhabitants bind over the top with fray 5 il 
ropes, crofling one another in a figure, like the ſquares of glaſs 3 2 4 

windows. Thele ropes are faſtened to ſticks thruſt into the * f 

lower part of the tick, or elſe to another rope which is put = 
there for that purpoſe. In the fame form they bind the thatch | 0 

upon their houſes, after thatching them with a thin new. cover Eres A 

every year, to prevent it being torn off by the winds which, 5 : ih 


in all theſe iſlands, are ſome times very boiſterous and violent _ it 


the ſtone walls. 1 8 ON ; „ 5 

1 They Hand. a cuſtom of ao the RO of their „ | i 
hens with a very plentiful feaſt, which they call Nicla = 1 
Thies; at which time ſeveral friends and neighbours of _ 1 

| ſexes are invited, to aſüſt in bringing home the corn, wha + |} 
meet with pleaſant fmiling countenances, to put up the 
mo, where, after the work is finiſhed, two or three aparty ' oF 
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and removed, the flowing bowl appears, and the glaſs goes 


5 and ſenſe as well as the hoſpitality of the people. The muſick 
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they paſs away the time till next morning, with cheerful com- 
panions, laſſes, and bowls, en the e cc A eaſt 


ora e in GEE” 


Houſes are built with moor-ſtones, which lie in great quan- 


tities upon the ſurface of the earth; ſome are dug out of 


uarries, a little below the ſurface of the earth, and others : 


are brought from the ſhores where they abound. Bricks are 
brought from England, there being no proper earth for mak- 
ing them in the iſlands. They make lime by burning of Eng- 


liſh limeſtone, brought here in veſſels for ballaſt. Their 


mortar is tempered with a ſifted earth which they call ram, and is 


ſaid to make the ſtrongeſt cement for binding the rock ſtones 


together. The outſide chinks of the tone walls are filled up 
with white mortar, as well for ornament, as for' reſiſting of 15 
moiſture. They cover houſes with lates and tiles, but moſtly 
with ſtraw ;*the firſt is brought from England, and laid upon 
the roofs of houſes here as it is there; the latter is of their 
own product, and the method of covering is with a thin coat, 


which ts commonly renewed every year, when harveſt is over, = 


; and they begin thraſhing their corn, binding the coat with | 
_ſtraw ropes, as has been deſcribed. The apartments of their | 


dwellings are apt to be damp on account of the rock ſtone 


walls, which are porous and attract moiſture : The proper 
' remedy to cure this dampneſs 1 in rooms is plaiſtering well their 
inſide, and wainſcotting over it, which, with keeping fires 
now and then in the rooms, are ſufficient. The apartments 


of ſome houſes are ſpacious, and handſome, and genteely 


_ furniſhed, in the ſame manner as in England ; in others they 5 

are ſmall and contracted, where you may ſee them adorned 
with pictures, ears of corn, and wreck furniture of various 

kinds; che laſt of which are Tony them Px 6 the hand of Pro- 


 vidence, ht 
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All Haber 3 is brought hither, which is in | uſe, and none 


522 grows upon the iſlands fit for building houſes with ; ſome 


comes in by ſhip-wrecks. Deal, or fir, is uſed for moſt oc- 
caſions of building, ſuch as roofing houſes and churches in 


the iſlands, laying floors, lining rooms, making tables, and 
other kinds of houſehold furniture. They have very good 
| workmen, who make tables, chairs, cheſts of drawers of 


mahogany and other fire woods, &c. which are here com- 

pleatly finiſhed, as any where. Theſe woods are for the moſt 

part cheaply purchaſed out of ſhips coming in here from the 
_ Weſt Indies, or other foreign parts, in their return to England. 


There being no owners of houſes and lands in Scilly, the ; 
- people” s hindrances in the improvement of land and trade are | 

| the ſhort leaſes, and ſcarcity of houſes to be met with; it 
requiring an intereſt to procure a houſe, and another for a 
| leaſe of one; on which account it was uſual here to engage 
| houſes at the deceaſe of the perſons who at that time occupied | 
them. If any houſes are built by leave, at the expence of an 

Iſlander, they become the property of the proprietor after a 


| ſhort term, of about twenty-one years, or thirty-one at the 


fartheſt term; ſo that no iſlander poſſeſſes houſe or land but 


upon pleaſure or a ſhort leaſe ; and on that account no one 
will build or repair houſes but ſuch as are obliged to do it, for 


0 their preſent convenience, and in the cheapeſt manner they 
Lan, as they know their families cannot reap any future ad- 
vantage from money ſo laid out, and perhaps if they happen 

io diſoblige the ſteward in any matter, they may be diſpoſſeſſed, 
as has been the caſe. The perſons in truſt for the proprietor 
of che iſlands have uſually. made their own advantage of 
them, by engrofiing too much of the trade into their own 
hands, very. injurious to the inhabitants, and the good intent 
of the repoſers of that truſt. If inſtead of the cuſtom of 
letting ſhort leaſes, long leaſes were let, as in Cornwall, and 
odcher de it would much encourage the preſent tenants to 
* * 2 cultivate | 
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cultivate the coarſe grounds, to rebuild their houſes; and at the 
ſame time free the Lord from the continual charge of repairs, | 
an article ſubject to much fraud, and induce foreigners to ſettle = 
here to build new houſes, and promote trade, Formerly the , 
agent had the direction and management of all matters relat- 
ing to houſes and land, and alſo had it in his power to diſtribute 
favour or ſhew vengeance, in unequal meaſure; and it was _ 
his intereſt to keep the people poor and in ignorance. | But Ws 
the preſent. agent is 2 gentleman. eſteemed for his generoſit y, 
good ſenſe, humanity, honour, and i integrity; well known for 
| his encouragement of literature, and the ſciences, as well for 


his extenſive knowledge, and xn en in inn and 
commerce. e 
| There i is but one 2 wil! in \ all the iſlands, which i is the ö 
wind mill on Peninis, kept in repair by the Lord-proprietor 
of the iſlands, for the eonvenienee of his tenants, who, for the. _ 
want of ſuch a mill, would be under the neceſſity of ſending 
the beſt part of their corn over to Cornwall to be ground, at 
u great loſs to the publick, as well as a great expence to indi- 
viduals, eſpecially the poorer ſort of the inhabitants. Tf at any 
time it happens to be a calm, fo that this one mill cannot work; 
or happens to be but of repair, or chances to be too much 
crowded by the iſtanders, people who cannot be conveniently = 
| ſerved here, muſt grind their corn at home; for which pur. 
poſe almoſt every houſe is furniſhed with a hand mill, called 
|  guern, This mill eonflſts of two-fmall tones of about two ß 
feet diameter, and four inches thick, in the ſhape of common 
mill tones, which may be ſet eloſer to one another or wider 
tas they chuſe to have coarſe or fine meal), by ralſing or de. 
Fo prefling the upper fone. The mill is placed at fuch a height e 
N from the ground, in a ſhuare frame of wood, as that a perfon e 
may Rand and eafily turn the upper ſtone, by means of a ſticxk 
| Hye feet long, and one inch and a half diameter, one end of „„ 
= which . * wen ee nen, adi 


% 
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8 of the upper tone, and the upper end of the ſtick is inſerted | 


in a hole in a beam of the chamber above; in theſe two 


holes, the long ſtick ſtanding obliquely, turns eaſily, with the 


hand, but the ſtone being of a ſmall area, and little weight, * 
corn is a os time ied pane 


The ho ieſent iflanders, of both ein are commonly civil to 


ſtrangers, and remarkable for ſpeaking good Engliſh; though 


in general very illiterate, before the Society in London, for 
promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, eſtabliſhed ſchools in each 

| land. The men, though at other times, employed about 

| huſbandry, are much uſed to boats and fiſhing, which renders 


them active and hardy. They are alſo uſed to fowling in the 


winter, and conſequeritly are very fit to make either good 
_ ſoldiers or ſailors 3 and in time of danger, the ſecurity of the 


- Iſlands muſt chiefly depend upon the ſpirit and docility of the 


©, Inhabitants; for withoot this the | garriſons would be of lie 


| Ben nope Tins 


The inhabitants 0 wenkie I in . find, 1 8 
. and making kelp. Their ſituation for huſbandry is very con- 
venient; their being in ſuch little iſlands places them near the 


ſea; and the ore · weed, which, with the manure of their ſheep, 


and other cattle, a good natured ſoil, and plenty of ones on 
every ſide to make fences, are great encouragements to in- 
duſtry. But they have much coarſe land, one reaſon of which 
ſeems to be, that the Lord grants leaſes for no more than to. 
tte term of twenty-one years; and the preateſt part of that 
term muſt be expired before any improvements of conſequence = 
cen de compleated ; this tenure, therefore, as long as it con- 
© Lines, will probably continue their. coarſe W ee 


ee e 5 | 


5 | The men 7 wen wary Wynn Mee, didowel. 5 
| with much natural ſtrength of body and mind, giving proofs | 


of 
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of their fortitude in bearing fatigues and hardſhips, are very ä ; 


good ſeamen and pilots. As all the harbours of Scilly have 
rocks in abundance without and ſome within them, ſhips com- - 


| Ing in, although they may have been here often before, gene- 
rally chuſe to take a pilot, eſpecially if the wind blows hard. 


Theſe pilots have ſomething ſingular and daring in their man- 


ner of getting on board ſhips as they come in; they go off 


ten or twelve together, and from their little boats ſteering up 


a long fide, the pilot jumps into the ſhip ; and the boat then | 
goes away to another ſhip, drops another man, then to a third, 
and ſo on till they have but two men left in the boat, which 


then returns, and is rowed to the firſt ſhore they can beſt get 
at. As almoſt every ſhip takes a pilot, this encourages them 
to venture, oftentimes for ſo ſmall a reward as five ſhillings ; 


and cuſtom makes them ſo dextrous, that not ſo many acci- 
_ dents happen, as might be expected. The women are very | 


angenious in knitting and needle-work, and alſo in talents of 


good houſewifery, nor do they want beauty, and other en- 

gaging qualities, to recommend them. The children or youth 
diſcover very forward capacities for improvement, which, 
for want of proper education they are fruſtrated in and loſt. 
The Society in London for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, 
In the year 1752, accepted a truſt from the Rev. Mr. Hartſ- 


Horne, rector of Broſely, in Shropſhire, who gave two hundred 
and fifty pounds benefaction, towards the expence of ſending. 
a clergyman to reſide at the Iſland of Treſco, hoping that it 
might in time, and by the ſame charitable motives, making 


an equal impreflion upon others, become a ſufficiency for the 


ſaid purpoſe; but being for ſome time inſufficient for the in- 


| tended purpoſe, the. plan was afterwards changed; and in 
85 1765 the Society opened ſchools in each of the off iſlands, 
under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Lewis, my predeceſſor; = 
and ſince that time the ſaid Society opened two more ſchools 
in St. Mary's Iſland, wherein poor children are taught to read, 


and are inſtrukied 3 in — Principles of . ;, but the 


* 
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poor inhabitants are in great want of a proper perſon to teach 


youth writing and accounts, on which account young men are 


at a loſs to know how to keep a ſea- journal, for which reaſon 
they are not fit to take the charge of a veſſel, which ſeveral | 


young men here might do, if they could write and caſt ac- 


counts properly, as they are very expert in ſea affairs, ſo far 


as they know, and might become more uſeful members 


of ſociety, and get preferment if they were properly inſtructed 


to write and caſt accounts before they are put apprentices. 


In the year 1747 the Earl of Godolphin was pleaſed to ap- 


point a perſon to inſtruct twelve poor children in reading, 


_ writing, and caſting accounts, and allowed a competent main- 
. tenance to the ſchoolmaſter for that number, which is yet 


continued. When there is a ſchoolmaſter in Scilly, whoſe 


capacity, example, and diligence, are equal to the truſt, there 
will be ſo numerous a ſchool, as with the Lord-proprietor's 
_ gratuity will ſet the maſter above want, and anſwer all the 


- purpoſes of theſe iſlanders, in conjunction with the ſchools 


| ſupported by the Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge. 


When the Earl of Godolphin granted the benefaction for 
- twelve poor children to be taught gratis, his Lordſhip was 


; : pleaſed to direct that thoſe children ſhould be nominated by - 
the twelve Council- men; but when the Society for promoting 
_ Chriſtian Knowledge opened ſchools here for the inſtruction 


of poor children, under the inſpection of the late Rev. Mr. 


Lewis, he petitioned his patron to allow him the inſpection 
and appointment of the poor children inſtructed at his Lord- 

| ſhip's expence, that he might have an opportunity of removing 
ſuch poor children from thoſe ſchools ſupported by the Society, 


as could read tolerably well, to his Lordſhip's ſchool, to be 


| inflrued in writing and caſting accounts, that as many chil- 
dren as poſſible might receive inſtruction, and partake of his 
Lordſhip's charitable donation. The Earl of Godolphin was 
pleaſed to grant his chaplain 8 requeſt, as being the moſt pro- 
yer perſon he 18 een the inſtruction of "rage children, : 
5 When 
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When the late ſchoolmaſter died, I appointed a perſon recom- 


mended to me by his Lordſhip's ſteward in Cornwall, and put 
ſuch poor children from the aforeſaid ſchools, as I found, from 


time to time, had improved in reading, to his Lordſhip's 
| ſchool, to be taught to write and to caſt accounts, and viſited | 
| the ſchool almoſt every day to ſee that the ſchoolmaſter did his 
duty in a proper manner, and what progreſs the poor children 
made in learning, that I might diſcharge ſome and take in 


others; which I continued to do without any interruption, 


till the year 1790, when the ſchoolmaſter, whom I appointed, 


was taken ill of a ſcorbutick complaint: He was adviſed by 
the ſurgeon, that attended him in his illneſs to decline the ſchool 
for a fortnight or three weeks, for a little relaxation, which 


| he accordingly did, thinking that no fault would be found, 
' nor any advantage taken againſt him, In a few days after te 
ſteward informed him that people complained on account of © 
| the want of a perſon to teach the children, and to keep them 
from running about the ſtreets, and deſired that the pariſh | 
clerk might be permitted to keep ſchool in the Council-houſe, 
to keep the people quiet, till he became better; the ſchool- 
| maſter gave his conſent to this, but afterwards ſuſpected this 
propoſal was not made out of friendſhip to him, or throogh 
any regard for the welfare of the inhabitants; but on purpoſe - 
to deprive him of the ſchool ; beeauſe when the former ſchool- | 
maſter was fick, for a conſiderable time, no ſuch complaint 
was made. He defired me to go with him to the Council. . 
| Houſe to inform the pariſh clerk that he did not mean to de- 


eline teaching the twelve poor children, only thoſe whoſe. 


parents paid for inſtruction, as he ſaid he'muſt have ſome | 
ſubſiſtence as well in ſickneſs, as in health, and gave orders 
for the twelve poor children to attend his houſe as before, 
| Which order was contradicted by the ſteward, but for what rea- Di 
ſon 1 never heard. The ſchoolmaſter made "this known to . 
3 the ſurgeon, and deflred his advice what to do, who recom 
oo mended a | prank to the Duke of Leeds, to be igned-by the 
5 | CN es LEN,  Kheoknaſier's N 
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The 
next time I ſaw him he informed me what advice the ſurgeon 


ſchoolmaſter's father-in-law, who was a Council-man, 


had given him, and deſired me to draw up a petition for him 


| to ſendtto the Duke of Leeds, I told him, if he intended to 


apply to his Grace, the beſt way, in my opinion, would be to 
have a general petition drawn, and to get it figned by as many 


of the principal inhabitants as durſt do it, as his Grace knew 


no more of his father-in-law than of any other inhabitant. 


As I always heard fo great à character of the Duke of Leeds, 
I thooght his Grace was endued with more generoſity. and 
| humanity than to ſuffer ſuch an unfair advantage to be taken 
of a poor fick man, who had gained the approbation of the 


inhabitants, and had proved himſelf to be a valuable mem- 
ber of the community, by his diligence and fidelity in teach- 
ing children ; I thought a general petition would have more 


weight with his Grace than a petition. ſigned only by one 
man. According to the ſchoolmaſter's requeſt I drew up a 
petition to the Duke of Leeds, to deſire his Grace would be 
| Pleaſed to ſuffer me to have the direction of the ſchool ſup- 
e ported at his expence here as aſual, wherein I ſet forth the 
o diſtreſſed ſituation of the poor ſchoolmaſter, who was a crips 
ple, and was entirely deprived of the means of getting a live- 
The ſchool. 
maſter went with the petition to the moſt ſubſtantial of his 
| Grace's tenants in the different iſlands, and got it ſigned by 
more than two thirds of them; very few that were aſked, 
refuſed to fign it, and thoſe few who refuſed, declared they 
did not refuſe to fign the petition out of any animoſity, or 
daiſreſpect, either to him or me, but for fear of offending the 
ſtewards as they ſaid it probably might be in his power to 
i:injare chem, if they ſhould fign any thing that he did not ap- 
| prove. As the Duke of Leeds was at that time Secretary of 
State, I thought his Grace's attention might be ſo.mach taken 
up with the weighty affairs of the public, that probably he 


| hood, if the ſchool ſhoald be taken from him, 
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as he otherwiſe be ſo the petition was ſent incloſed! in a 
letter to the Dutcheſs of Leeds, upon ſuppoſition that her 
Grace might become an advocate in behalf of the poor in- 
jured ſchoolmaſter, as it was ſigned by many of the moſt re- 
ſpectable inhabitants. About a fortnight after the petition 
was ſent off, the pariſh clerk, with the aſſurance of a mounte- 
bank, made a proclamation in the church upon a Sunday, im- 
mediately after divine ſervice was ended, wherein he fignified 
that the Dutcheſs of Leeds had received a petition ſigned by 
ſeveral perſons, ſome of whoſe names he ſuppoſed to be 

forged ; but her Grace, he ſaid, did not interfere in any of 
the Duke of Leeds's affairs. As the petition was ſent back 
to the Reward here, he could ſee who had ſigned it, and in 
conſequence thereof he raiſed the rents of ſeveral perſons 
under the pretence of a retaliation upon them, for ſigning a 
petition to injure him, and threatened others in ſuch a man- 
ner as made them very unhappy. No perſon ſigned the pe- 
tition with any intention of injuring the ſteward; all that 
was meant by it was to get the injured ſchoolmaſter reinſtated, 
aälklͤãVanqd that the education of youth might be properly attended 
1 5 to, as before. When the ſchoolmaſter found the petition was 
not attended with ſucceſs, he took the matter ſo much to 
heart, that he was not fit for any thing afterwards, as he was 
- undone by loſing the ſchool, he having ſunk all his property, 
and had gone in debt to enlarge his houſe, for the purpoſe of 
keeping ſchool at home, he being a cripple was not able to 
walk to the Council-houſe, near a mile diſtant; beſides, as his 
| houſe was more central, it ſuited the generality of the inhabi- 
tants better than the Council-houſe. As he had no leaſe of 
his houſe, which is ſituated out of the way of trade, he could 
not ſell i it to get back any part of the money he had laid out 
upon it, that he might leave the iſlands, and go elſewhere, | 
to ſeek a livelihood; he pined away with grief and vexation, 
and in a ſhort time afterwards he bid adieu to all the vanities of 
this- troubleſome world. | He yy to ſay a more cruel. and 
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| hard-hearted thing could not be done, than, after he had ſunk 


his property to build his houſe; for which he had no leaſe, to 


take the ſchool from him, which was the only way he had to 


get his living by, without letting him know what fault he had 
been guilty of, or giving him a chance of a fair trial : If the 


ſteward, he obſerved, had paid him back the money which he 
had laid out upon his houſe, it would not have ſeemed ſo hard, 
as that money, with induſtry, would have pt him in a way of 


- living in another place. 


| The ele of theſe iſlands trade in ſeveral ſorts of com- | 
_ modities uſually ſold in ſhops, many: of which they are fur- 


niſhed with from England, and ſhips coming in, or paſſing by 
the iſlands ſupply the reſt of their occaſions. With theſe 


ſtrangers they ſometimes exchange dried fiſh, cattle or pro- 
viſions of the iſlands, for ſuch commodities as they want, 


L iquors are ſold without licence, by as many perſons as pleaſe, 


all over the iſlands. The ſeveral trades of bakers, brewers, 
coopers, butchers, weavers, taylors, mantuamakers, ſhoe- . 
makers, ſhipwrights, joiners, carpenters, maſons, anke | 
te glatiers, E bee. are exerciſed here, SED 


% 


2k fleet of FR VI bed in hi an ba wink; is of ad- 


vantage to the iſlanders, as well in their pilotage of them | 


into the harbours, as in the traffick, and expences of the peo- 


; ple aſhore. Commanders and paſſengers of ſhips from the ; 
Weſt Indies, or other foreign parts, putting in, never fail of 


ſhewing their liberality, and of leaving ſome of their com- 


modities and riches behind them. By this means the iſlanders | 
are ſupplied with a ſtock of rum, brandy, wine, and other 
foreign liquors ; ſome for conſumption upon the iſlands, and 


| ſome for conſumption elſewhere. For the ſake of this trade, 


which is their principal dependance at preſent, the people of _ 
«Scilly run very great hazards in going off with their ſmall _ 


oo to fopply themſelyes. from ſhipping paſſing by, ſhewing 
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n courage and reſolution, 3 in venturing, when the ſeas 5 


run mountains high. 


The POP EIN of the iſlanders, is ſpinning their own wool 


and cotton, knitting ſtockings of it, and weaving it into cloth, 
which ſerves far the cloathing of many of the inhabitants, 


who are, by their ſituation, the ſons and daughters of God's | 


Providence ; and accordingly are otherwiſe cloathed and ſup · 


plied out of wrecks, ſent i in by the ſea, the 88 of nich 
neighbours, 


ot N¹ 2 


The coin 4 Kee inofothe ſame kind and vedio with the current ; 


coin of England; alſo French crowns and Spaniſh dollars 
pals current. The money cireulating here is chiefly. from the 


payment of the King's forces, who are paid every two months, 
by the commanding officer, and alſo from ſhips putting in; 
by which their ſtock of money in trade upon the iſlands 


differs, according to the viſits they receive from, foreigners, 


depending on uncertain accidents and occaſions, And by 
ſhipping thus coming in from England or abroad, the inhabi- 
tants of theſe iſlands are furniſhed with news and topicks of 
_ converſation, as well as ſeveral kinds of tokens of the gene- 


rolity of ſtrangers, with whom — ſometimes wake a ny 


: Hs WO: 


_ Theſe wandere pay ki i tax, windew tax, malt tax, 
vor exciſe, They pay a ſmall rate to ſupport the churches, | 
and to maintain the poor, Soldiers are quartered in farmers" 
and fſhermen's houſes at four-pence a day; formerly ſome 
people applied to the commanding officer to have the ſoldiers 
guartered upon them for expending their common ifland pro- 

viſions, fiſh and potatoes, and turning them into money ; but 


now, as every kind of proviſion is become fo ſcarce and dear, 


they think it 8 hardGhip to find them vietuals for four-pence a 
ow. man. W s 
or 
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or elſe in ſmall houſes out of the garriſon ; theſe generally 
provide for themſelves, and have billets upon the farmers to 
ſupply them with proviſions at the ſelling price, which is no 
| hardſhip, but a great advantage to the farmer, who is ſure to 


be paid every two months; but if he ſells his proviſions to 
any ſlander, he perhaps may wait a long time for payment. 
It is very hard upon ſeveral poor families, to be obliged to 


find a ſoldier victuals for four-pence a day that can hardly tell 


how to provide for their own — for the want of trade 


and employment. | 


There being no market i in the iſlands, als agree to take 
their ſhares of meat as ſuits their occafion, when cattle are ap- 


pointed to be killed; by beſpeaking what meat they chuſe 


none is left unſold, but each family has its proper allowance. 7 


The people of St. Mary's are ſometimes farther ſupplied 


with ſeveral ſorts of proviſions brought over in boats from 


the off lands, when the weather will permit of a viſit from 


| theſe iſlanders; or as the time and occaſion ſuits them for ſelling 
their commodities. And by the diligent watching and at- 
tendance of ſome more than others, at the coming over of 


| theſe off iſland boats, there is a very unequal diſtribution of 


fowls, rabbits, eggs, freſh fiſh, & c. brought over, ann 


* ſometimes _—_— friends and ä | 


Beef, mutton, and ub. ſel generally from three-pence to 7 
four - pence per pound; veal and pork are uſually ſold at 


| three-pence per pound, unleſs at a very. ſcarce time. Freſh 


butter and cheeſe made in the iſlands are ſcarce commodities 5 


eggs are four for a penny all the year round, though they are 


ſometimes difficult to get, but in ſummer they are always very 8 
 . plentiful, A good gooſe ſells, in ſummer, for a ſhilling, and 

- at Chriſtmas for half a crown or three ſhillings ; a good fowl, 
or a rabbit, ſells for ſur- pence. Freſh fiſh taken about the 
PF ſeaſons ; ; anden 
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0000 DESCRIPTION. of the 


ſold for about one ſhilling and für- pence here, which at Lon. 
don market would. fetch a guinea. 


The'time of the greatelſeartlty' here ie in the month of 
February, March, and April, when the iſland ſtock laid in, 
but in part, by the common people, now deceived in their 
hopes of' veſſels putting in with farther ſupplies, is almoſt ex- 
' pended. But ſome perſons of better circumſtances and for- 
tune than theſe, and not truſting to providence, beyond their 
fore-fight given, lay in a ſtock of foreign neceſſaries ſufficient 
to guard againſt all diſappointments ; out of which ſtock they 
ſupply their neighbours at a good advantage to themſelves ; _ 
and the occaſions of ſome who can afford to pay for a neg- | 
| e in not uſing their own fore fight. 


The Ane Son we, "SY Kc. in the iſlands, are 
moſtly the property of the upper people i in the country, and 
not of the common inhabitants or traders in the towns, the 
latter in times of ſcarcity are therefore little benefited by 
them ; then ſold at high prices by the owners referving them 
for the top market when ſtrangers come in. But the poorer | 
ſort of inhabitants never want a ſufficiency of fiſh and pota- 
toes, their common food, nor yet of barley bread, which ge- 
nerally are plentiful throughout the iſlands. The greateſt 1 5 
ſcarcity among the middling ſort of people, is the want of 
common deſirable luxuries; but they are never ſo reduced as 
ſailors are often on board ſhips at ſea. However, moſt of the 
iſland inhabitants are very: ene and? * in their 
time dec Lech ; ? 
They want a tant regular, 3 even monthly communi- 
- cation with England for many reafons, but chiefly becauſe . 
having only a ſmall ſpot of cultivated land, and many mouths,” 
they want freſh victuals often, and at times corn, ' eſpecially _ 
i ſhips after long voyages touch here, for then the flour and 


ir s, 


depending upon a paſſage to the main for a freſh ſupply for 
themſelves; but their reckoning is not always juſt, for they 


ſettling here, if they had a ſmall veſſel of forty tons paſſing 


. Would maintain lock a veſlel. 


Thats iſlanders. are farnithed with coats by todfting veſſels 


from different parts of Wales, at about twenty-eight ſhillings 
2 chaldron : Sometimes they are furniſhed with old ſhip tim- 


ber for fewel, which is driven in upon the ſhores. when veſſels 


are loſt near the iſlands ;' and when old veſſels are ripped up 


here they afford plenty of timber for fewel, and for repairing 
houſes: The iſlands afford no other fewel, but turf, furze, 
4 brogums and fern, which ſerve the common n for e , 


— 


7 all theſe iſlands, every man's fall boat is his prin- 1 5 
85 cipal dependance, whereby he provides for the ſupport of his 
family, except in St. Mary's Iſland, where are ſeveral that do 
not get their livelihood by going in boats a fiſhing or to pilot 
ſhips, but by farming, merchandize, and trades of different : 


kinds. Perſons who are not in circumſtances to become ſe- 


parate owners of theſe ſmall boats, join their ſhares of ex- 


pence in building them, and to reap the fruits of their ſeyeral 


induſtries, in partnerſhip, according to the number of perſons 


5 concerned who are from two to | half a dozen, c or e ; 
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fat cattle of the iſlands bring a great price, and the iſlanders 
are eager to ſell what they deſigned for their own proviſion, 


have been ſeveral weeks without receiving any proviſion what- 
ſoever or any intelligence from the main? It would be more 
comfortable, as well as more plentiful living lere for people 
of commerce or fortune, and might therefore promote their 


and repaſſing, as the weather would permit; and I think that 
fifty or ſixty pounds a year, a added to the honeſt e and 
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. 4 DESCRIPTION of the 


The we marina, fucus, or ore-weed, is of great benefit to 
theſe iſlands, and grows plentifully upon the rocks, which : 
when the tide is out are uncovered, and all the ſhores expoſe 


this uſeful plant, as food for the cattle ; yet this is not the 


only uſe they make of it, for they collect, dry, and burn it, 
*till it runs into a lump, or rather a kind of ſalt droſs, which 


they export to Briſtol and other parts, as one principal in- 


gredient for making glaſs. It is alſo proper for making allum 
and ſoap. Some years they make as much kelp, or melted 


- _ ore-weed, as gy into the iſlands from five to —— l 
; pounds. | 


ay 


Kelp is wads 3 in the months of June and Taly ; ; "for te” | 
July they think it for their advantage not to gather any more 


weed, but let it grow till the following year. There are ſe- 


veral ſorts of this alga marina j the groſs bottle ore, which 
has hollow nobs, or puſtles, in it, is reckoned to make the beſt 


kelp. Each iſland has its proper limits aſſigned for gathering, 
of which limits the inhabitants are exceeding jealous, and 
vill not ſuffer any to tranſpreſs, and cut ore-weed in the ter- 


ritories aſſigned them. Seldom a year paſſes but ſome per- 


| ſons are brought before the Council, to be reprimanded and 
5 Puniſhed for encroaching upon the territories of other iſlands. 
As the rocks near the ſhore cannot furniſh a ſufficiency of this 


valuable ore-weed, they go off in fair weather at full ſea, 


and place their boats among the diſtant ledges, where any per- 
fon is at liberty to go; when the water finks and their boat 


grounds, they get out of it, and with hooks, cut off from the 
rocks the ore · weed, and load their boats; when the tide riſes 


their boat floats, and they bring their cargo into their o wn 
| Ifand, where they ſpread it thin upon the beach that i it may + 


dry; after it has been turned often, and is dry, if the weather 


is likely to prove wet, they cock the ore, as they term it, in 
5 che ſame manner as hay is commonly done in England, but in 
1 nach leſs heaps, and let it t reſt, Tying! thus Prepared the 


or e, on 


Feier ISLANDS. 5,0 


ore, and made a circular ſhelving pit in che ſand, ſeven feet 
wide and three feet deep, they line the ſides of the pit with 


bones, that whilſt they are ſtirring the ore· weed, neither ſand 
nor earth may infiauate itſelf into the kelp, and debaſe it; 
chen putting a ſmall buſh of furze lighted into the bottom of ; 
the pit, they place carefully and lightly. ſome of the drieſt ore- 
weed on the fire, The fire weak at the firſt, they nurſe it 
with great care till it gains ſtrength, and then feed it with 
freſh ore. At this time the ſmoke of the ore-weed riſes and 


ſpreads itſelf with the wind, like a thick heavy miſt, with a 


moit diſagreeable ſcent, and if it be calm weather, it hangs 


in the air for ſome time after the burning i is over. When a 
— ſufficient quantity of ore-weed is laid on, and the fire is be- 
come very ſtrong, the whole has the appearance of bright 


burning embers ; and when they have burnt as much ore- weed 


as they intended at that time, they then fall to mixing and 
1 it with iron rakes, from one fide of the pit to the 


other, till it begins to run, and an imperfect kind of vitrifica- | 
tion enſues; and when all the maſs is melted, they let it ſettle, 
and it conſolidates into a lump at the bottom of the pit, and 


bs . for exportation when 1 it becomes cold. 5 


There i is great difference in the 3 of kelp, and it re- 
_ quires more {kill in burning than can readily be imagined, 
That which has the cloſeſt texture and cloſeſt grain is to be 


preferred. Kelp is an alkaline fixed ſalt, into which all veges' 


tables turn when they are burnt, in the like manner; it will 
waſte and ſuffer, if expoſed to rain, and therefore the ſooner 


it is ſhipped off the better it muſt be, and the more in weight, 85 


The art of making this valuable article was never known in 


_ theſe iſlands till the year 1684, when a perſon came over from | | 


Cornwall for the very purpoſe of carrying on this manufacture, 


and who, by introducing it, bas been a great benefactor to the 

inhabitants; who have reaſon to revere his memory witk 

M When * was firſt made here, they ſold it for 
eighteen 
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34 4 DESCRIPTION of the 


eighteen ſhillings a ton, to the Lord-proprietor's agent, as 


took it off their hands for rent, or accounted with them for 


the ſame. Sometime afterwards he gave them twenty 
ſhillings a ton, and had twenty-one hundreds to the ton, and | 
good weight ; he ſent it to market i in England, from whence - 
it returned him conſiderable profit : When the inhabitants 
found out by ſtrangers what price kelp brought in England, 
they wiſhed to have the privilege of ſelling it to the beſt ad. 
vantage, that they might make the molt of the produce of 


' their own labour, as they had been offered a better price for 


it by ſome ſtranger; but when the Lord's ſteward heard of 
their being offered a higher price, he gave the inhabitants to 


underſtand that it was his privilege to have the kelp in pre- 
ference, and he threatened to turn any perſon out of his hold- 


ing, that ſhould attempt to ſell either kelp or fiſh, to any one 


but himſelf, and at his own price; by this means of keeping 


the inhabitants in ignorance, and in a ſervile ſtate of | fear, he 5 
evgroſſed whatever he liked to himſelf They were afraid of 
offending the ſteward, and durſt not make their grievance | 


known to the Lord, for fear they ſhould fare the worle for it 


afterwards, as the ſteward kept them ſo much under ; he kept 


houſe like a nobleman, and treated all ſtrange gentlemen i in a 
liberal manner, who gave him ſo great a character, that the 
Lord put implicit confidence in him, which gave him an op- 

portunity of oppreſſing the poor tenants as he chuſed. No 


perſon at that time durſt ſend a petition to the Lord, about any 


matter, without firſt ſhewing it to the ſteward, and if it hap- 


N pened to ſuit his own purpoſe it was forwarded; i: it did not, 


it mult not be forwarded to the Lord. The Colle Sor of the 


Caſtoms here and the ſteward had a difference, on account of 
the ſteward's getting the ColleQor's ſiſter with child, whom the 


| ſteward afterwards refuſed to marry; ſo the Collector, when 


be found how the caſe was, and in ord: r to retaliate on the - 
_ fieward, put the inhabitants on to apply to the Lord, and to 
| fate to him v what 15 they laboured under, partigulaxly f 


MF. 


22 Single n 
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by not having the opportunity of ſelling their kelp and fiſh 
to the beſt advantage. By the Collector's perſuaſions, ſome 


of the moſt intelligent men from the different iſlands were 


deputed by the other inhabitants, to carry a memorial from 


them to the Earl of Godolphin, ſetting forth to his Lordſhip 


the hardſhips they laboured under by being hindered by his 


Lordſhip's ſteward from ſelling their kelp and fiſh in the beſt 
manner they could, to whoever would give them the higheſt 
price, and at what market they ſhould think fit to carry it. 
Thoſe who were deputed to go to London with the memorial 
to the Earl of Godolphin, thought proper to wait upon his 
Lordſhip's ſteward in Cornwall, to let him know what they 5 


were going. to London about; ſo to ſave them trouble and ex- 


pence he perſuaded them to return, and aſſured them that no 


perſon whatever had any right to hinder them and their 


neighbours from making the moſt of the product of cheir 
own labour, and that no perſon in future ſhould prevent tbem 
from ſelling their kelp and fiſh, wherever they pleaſed, and 
to whoever would give them the moſt for it. As the ſteward 
here had a long leaſe of ſeveral houſes, and much land here, 
he was not much afraid of any complaints againſt him from 
the iſlanders, becauſe the Lord could not deprive him of his 

| leaſeholds, and as his ſalary for the ſtewardſhip was only ten 


pounds a year, he did not look upon that as a conſiderable 
loſs to him, he having no family, and a conſiderable eſtate in 


258 Cornwall. I have been told by ſeveral people that the ſteward 


uſed to ſay, though his ſalary was only ten pounds a year, 


yet he could make upwards of three hundred pounds a year 5 


buy his ſtewardſhip, which probably might be true, as he did 
as he pleaſed with every matter in Scilly; After he loſt the 


__ privilege of having the kelp and fiſh from the inhabitants at 
his own price, he could. not make ſo much money; and the 
 Handers were fo benefitted by ſelling their kelp to other 
people, that they got more than double the price the ſteward 
py pave them for | it. The average price of kelp in 2 for 
. . i 
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the laſt ten or twelve years, has been about forty - four ſhillings 
a ton; and when they can get that price for it, an induſtrous 
man, I have been told, may get five or ſix pounds during the 

two months of the kelp ſeaſon, which is a great advantage to 
many poor families, it being a manufacture that employs a . 
great number of both men, women. and children. 
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* MARY: ISLAND. 


"HIS | is the largeſt of all the Scilly Iſlands, and moſt 
cultivated, containing more inhabitants, and of much 


more value to the Lord-proprietor than any of the reſt. 


About a century ago it was reckoned to contain more than 
two thirds of the inhabitants reſiding upon all theſe iſlands, 


but the families on the off iſlands are much more encreaſed 


ſince that time. It contains, at preſent, about two hundred 
families, and near eight hundred inhabitants. Its rent is be- 

| tween three and four hundred pounds a year. Its greateſt 
length is about two miles and a half, and it way be reckoned 


betwixt nine and ten miles in circumference, lying in a pro- 


- jeted and retracted form; and contains, by eſtimation, about 


one thouſand ſix hundred and forty acres, including the land 


. within the garriſon. Heugh Town is the capital of this 
_ Iſland, which contains near half the inhabitants upon the iſland. 


It is fituated upon the low land of the iſthmus, which joins the 


main part of the iſland to the high land of the garriſon above 5 
the town, which is next it, being at the foot of the garriſon 
. hill, on the back, and waſhed by the ſea of the pool on its 


front, where ſhips are moored or lie aground, at low water. 


5 This town conſiſts of one long ſtreet, and two croſs Ones, of 5 
ſtrong ſtone-built houſes, where are ſhopkeepers, innkeepers, 
and all ſorts of trades- people required in the iſlands, Here 


is the cuſtom-houſe, to which belong a collector, ſurveyor, 


1 and ſix other officers, under the direction of the two principals, 
The cuſtom-houſe was eretted here in the time of Mr. John 
Crudge, grand-father of the late Mr. John Crudge, Deputy 


|  Commiſlary of Muſters here, deceaſed, about the year 1696, 
who was then Lieutenant of the independent company of in- 


valids here in garriſon, and who alſo had then the command 
as Deputy Governor. He obſerved ſome abuſes. committed 
hs 5 at one ne, and his repreſentation 


thereof 
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38 4 DESCRIPTION V #-. 

. thereof occaſioned the firſt ſetting up of a Cuſtom-houſe in 
_ Scilly, with its officers, to curb that illicit trade, ſo prejudicial 
to the revenue and the fair trader. The ſteward's houſe, 

ſituated at the South end of the town is a handſome ſtrong 
piece of architecture, built at the expence of the late Earl of 
| Godolphin. In this town is the Council-houſe, . where the 
Council- men meet on the laſt Saturday in every month, to hear 
complaints, and to ſettle diſputes, as well as to keep the peace, 
and give orders to puniſh offenders, and to fee that the poor 
are taken care of in a proper manner. Under one part of 
this houſe is the common priſon, wherein thieves and refractory 
people are confined ; and under the other part of the Council - 
room, the farmers expoſe their beef, mutton, and other _ 
for ſale. This town ftands E. S. E. and W. N. W. wherein 
are ſeveral ſtore-houſes, in which the Lord - pro prietor's 
ſteward lays up and ſecures the property of his Lordſhip, | 
taken out of wrecks or otherwiſe belonging to his Lordihip, © 
as well as the cargoes of ſuch veſlels as may be diſcharged 55 


here on account of the veſſels having received damage, till . 
they be re-ſhipped, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of. At the Weſt 


end of the town a pier was built about the year 1601, which 
was become very ruinous 3 it was rebuilt by the late Earl of 
D Godolphin, in an elegant manner, at the expence of eleven 
hundred pounds. It was begun in the year 1749, and finiſhed 
in 1751 ; it is four hundred and thirty feet long, twenty feet 


| wide in the narroweſt part, twenty-three wide at the pier 15 


head, as many high from the foundation, and has there ſixteen 
feet water at a ſpring tide, and ten at a neap tide; it will ſe. 
cure veſſels of one hundred and fifty tons burden, not only 
cloſe to the quay, but alſo along the ſtrand of the town. In 
the middle of the main-ſtreet, oppoſite the Cuſt r 


. flands an upright poſt, where. advertiſements are generally 


ſtuck up, and offenders in language or morality are publickly 

whipped by. order of the Council-men. For ſupplying the 
8 en with water, chere are ſeveral Waller wells about 
dhe 
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the town, in different places, the water of wkich only ſerves 


for ordinary uſes. In the year 1718 a dreadful fire happened 
in this town, which broke out about ſix o'clock in the evening, 
and was occaſioned by a woman putting a loaf of bread to 
bake on tne hearth, who had not ſecured the fewel properly; 


ſo the fire caught it, and in a ſhort time the houſe was in a 


flame ; and there happened to be at that time, a fleet of ſhips 
in at New Grimſby Harbour and St. Hellen's Pool, when moſt 


of the men belonging to the town were put on board veſſels, 


by order of the Collector of the Cuſtoms, as extra officers to 


prevent ſmuggling, by which means few men were left at 


home, and they were not able to extinguiſh the fire, which 


broke out at a houſe then almoſt in the middle of the town; 
the tide then happened to be out, ſo that no water could be 


; conveniently procured, and the wind being ſtrong at N. E. 


as it generally is when any large fleets are in this port, all 


the houſes, on that ſide of the ſtreet where the fire happened, 


were conſumed, to the Southward, till an opening ſtopped the 


progreſs of the devouring flames; and the houſes, that were 


then burnt down, remained many years in ruins before they 1 


were n 


Fee 5 che low Scent of this town, or the ill contrivance of 
- thoſe. that built it, being almoſt level with every high tide, 
the water comes into ſome of the. dwellers? back court yards 
and houſes built on the ſtrand. At ſuch times of tide, ſome 
are greatly incommoded. The town, as it is at preſent 


| ſituated, is ſabje& to be deſtroyed by inundation of the ſea, 


which if it ſhould happen in the night, many people are liable 
to be drowned in their beds. On September 26, 1744, in 


the afternoon, it being a very high tide, the ſea rolled in vaſt 


mountains, driven by the WN and broke over the banks of 
Porth Creſſa, next the Southward, whence i it entered the town 


With ſuch violence and rapidicy, as threatened the levelling of 


all the houſes. One of the torrents, paſſing directly over, 
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the iſthmus to the pool, took a houſe and a lime kiln away as 


it went; the other part of it went through the ſteward's 


former houſe, which it partly deſtroyed, filling the rooms, and 


carrying away the furniture with it ; a third torrent beyond 
this came down and joined it, paſſing both together through 


the ſtreets of the town, with great fury to the oppoſite ſea, 


alſo carrying away furniture and filling the rooms of the 
houſes. The damages done to ſome at that time were very 


conſiderable, but the ſteward ſuſtained moſt, If it had hap- 


pened in the night time, as it did in the afternoon, when ſe- 


veral inhabitants were obliged to quit their houſes and fly for 
refuge, it is reaſonably ſuppoſed, that thoſe who eſcaped would 
have been drowned people. Moſt of the people were drawn _ 
out of their houſes before this flood began, by a curioſity to 

| behold the proſpect of the ſea, appearing as if it was going 
_ to overwhelm the whole town, but they were forced to fly be- 
fore its fury, as it ſuddenly paſſed over its bounds. At this 


time great ſtones were thrown by the ſea into ſome houſes | 


| ſanding next it, in different parts of the iſland. The walls 

of ſome houſes were beaten down, and the dwellers therein 
had but juſt time to eſcape with their lives out of the windows 

| before i it happened. Moſt of the low land was then over- EY 
flowed, and ſome of the ſtone hedges were © levelled. 


On tho ſame day the 3 W Liſbon, in 


the year 1755, the ſhock was felt here by ſeveral people on 
| ſhore ; one man told me he then happened to be fitting upon 


the ſide of his bed, which he felt to ſhake under him, and 


which frightened him very much. Several people ran out of 
their houſes for fear they would fall upon them, and wondered 

what was the matter, as they heard a noiſe like thunder, or 
like the rattling of a wheel carriage upon a ſtony road at a 
diſtance. Several boats were lying then upon the ftrand, | 
which the tide had left dry for ſeveral hours, and which floated © . 


1 by the wang: in of the lea ſo Sys that they roſe ſeveral . 


feet ; 
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feet from the ground in the ſpace of a minyte or two, and the 
ea went out again as quick as it came in, and left the boats 
dry again. It came in and went out again in the ſpace of a 
few minutes, and remained as before; this happened to be 


almoſt at the time of the ebb tide ; when the ſea was at low 
water, it flowed again regularly as it did before. A man 


happened to be in the garriſon at the ſame time, and looking 
at a large rock near the ſhore called the Newman, he ſaw the 
fea ruſh upon it, and to riſe ſuddenly as though it had been 
driven by a violent ſtorm, notwithſtanding it happened to be 
then quite a calm. The ꝓreſent commanding officer then 
happened to be on board a ſhip riding at anchor in ſmooth 
water, in the harbour of St. Hellen's Pool, which, he ſaid, 
| twang ſuddenly round ſeveral times, and greatly ſurprized all 
the people on board, as the air was n and 87 fine 
"HO Sy | 


— 


On the 7th day of 8 1771, 3 to be a high 


: fide, and the ſea broke in from Porth Creſſa, and filled the 
town; no great damage Was done by this inundation. The 
| ſame day a ſhip from Jamaica, riding to her anchors in St. 

Mary's Road, the ſeamen cut away her maſts, the ſtorm being 
ſo violent, leſt ſhe ſhould founder. 


This iſland i 18 defended by a 7 garriſon, ſituated upon 


of peninſula, on the Weſt ſide of Heugh Town, which it over- 
| looks, and the iſthmus, and commands the country that way. 
It contains a company of ſoldiers, a maſter gunner, and ſix 
other gunners. The barracks are at the entrance into the 
lines, which being built with moor- ſtone, make a good ap- 
pearance; and being flanked with baſtions, and ſaliaut- 
angles at proper diſtances, which were deſigned to go quite 
round this peninſula, the whole circuit is about a mile and a 
half. The firſt thing after paſſing the barracks i is the maga- 
ine for * gunpowder, which is arched over with moor- 
F-: . op Kone, 
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ſtone, and covered with late upon the ſtone work, which 
. renders it bomb proof, and not liable to be ſet on fire. On 


the S. and W. fides of it the earth is much higher than the 
eves of it, and the N. and: E. fides are defended by a.high 


parapet of ſtone and earth, which is proof againſt any ſhot, 


It was built about the year 1742. On the E. fide is the en- 
trance into the area, where is a paſſage, all around, betwixt 


it and the parapet, ſo wide as to keep off all damp from the 
gunpowder. There are two windows, one on the N. fide 


and the other on the S8. defended both on the inſide and out- | 
ſide with copper ſhutters, beſides holes all around to let in che 


air, for the preſervation of the N 


Near the entrance of the powder magazine is a dungeon, 
which formerly was the military priſon, wherein mutinous 
ſoldiers were formerly confined, and a diſmal hole it is! for 


by its contrivance under a hill, the moiſture upon the ſtone- 
Walls runs down continually ; and the bottom of a well, to ; 
lodge in, might challenge equal ſafety and accommodation; 


though ſome ſoldiers have been forced to 'paſs their time here 
in ſorrow ſome months ; as it was thought unhealthy on ac- 
count of its dampneſs, being under ground, it is now uſed to 


put coals in for the uſe oft the ard houſe, which 3 18 near at 


hand. 


At a little diſtance ds the 8. E. from the 13 is 


5 King George 8 Battery, which overlooks the town and the 
iſthmus that joins the garriſon to the main land of St. Mary's 
Ifland, as well as the hills and country beyond it. Upon this 
noble battery are planted ſeven guns, four-pounders, which 
are fired every public firing day : The warning gun was 
formerly placed upon this battery, which was never fired, 
but to give notice to the iſlanders of the approach of an 
enemy, who, upon hearing this gun, aſſembled themſelves in a 
| W of defence; and as many as s could, retired into the 


VVV | garriſon. 


__ 
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garriſon. This warning gun was lately taken away from 
King George's Battery, and is now placed on the E. ſide of 
the Store-houſe Battery, and on the W. ſide of this battery is 


a centry box of tone, wherein ſoldiers keep watch ir in time of 


war. 
On the oppoſite ide of the road near chis wes is a large 
lime kiln, which was in uſe When the garriſon works were 
carried on in 1742. About one hundred yards to the S. is 
another battery lately named the Duke of Leeds's Battery, 
where are planted four guns, four-pounders, which have the 


_ ſame command as the guns upon King George's Battery, 
and between theſe two batteries is a fally-port. On the out- 


” ſide of the garriſon wall is a deep dry ditch, and a glacis 


about fifty feet wide, which produces fine graſs for cattle ; 


this piece of ground has ſeveral times been a bone of conten- 
tion between the commanding officer of the garriſon, and the 


ſteward of the Lord-proprietor of the iflands, as they both 
| claimed the graſs that grows on it. It appears by an old 
bock of the pariſh rates and accounts, that the then command- 
ing officer of the garriſon paid the pariſh rates for this ground, 
above one hundred years ago, towards the ſupport of the 


pariſh poor; but as it is the privilege of the Lord-proprietor 


of the iſlands, who is inveſted with the military government, 

be can diſpoſe of the herbage of this place to whom he 
950 pleaſes, and the late Lord Godolphin gave it to his ſteward. 
On the S. fide of the Duke of Leeds's Battery is a large gar- 


den and ſeveral fine fields belonging to the commanding officer 


for the time being. Abqut one hundred yards from the Duke 

25 of Leeds's Battery, on the 8. is Benham Battery, ſo called 
from a large pit or quarry cloſe by, on the oppoſite ſide of the 

road, Upon this battery are planted four guns, four-pounders, - 

which command Porth Creſſa Bay, and the iſthmus. Between 


cis battery and the Duke of Leeds's Battery is another 
4 ly wee There i is alſo another ſally- ue cloſe under the 
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i 


J W. ſide of this battery, which leads into a good garden, 
under the garriſon wall, belonging to the commanding officer, 


which produces all kinds of kitchen ſtuff in great perfection, 


as well as fine apples and ſtrawberries, which are very tempt- 
ing, and often make thieves. This garden is well ſheltered. 
from all the blaſting winds except the S. E. About a quarter 
of a mile from this battery near the S. E. point of the gar- 
riſon, called the Morning Point, the road is cut through a 


vaſt rock or quarry ſubſtance, where before it was impaſſable. 


This and all the other roads within the garriſon are very 
_ pleaſant, in fine weather, where people walk for their health 


and amuſement, as in the Mall at St. James's, the longeſt of 


which, about a mile, may therefore be called the Mall of 


Soy. 


At 5 Morning Point is a battery which commands the 
entrance of St. Mary's Sound, upon which are five guns, 
; nine-pounders ; between this and Benham Battery, on the 
Outſide of the wall, are ſeveral little gardens, wherein ſoldiers 
raiſe vegetables for their uſe. On the top of the rock, where 
the road is cut through, is placed a centry box wherein ſoldiers 
| keep watch both day and night. Cloſe under this battery, 
on the E. point, is a high rock, ſurrounded by the ſea, at high 
Water, called the Great Wraſe ; near which is another rock, 
on the S. fide, about one hundred yards diſtant, always above 
water, called the Biggal of the Wraſe ; between theſe two 
rocks are ſeveral ledges, over which a boat may paſs at high 


water. On the N. E. fide of the Wraſe, is the Fennel-rock, 
about forty yards diſtant, which is covered at two hours flood. 


A boat may ſafely paſs between this rock and the Great Wraſe 
at any time. About fixty yards to the W. is a very dangerous 
ledge which ſhews at low water, on the 8. fide of which is 
deep water for any veſſel to paſs by ; theſe rocks form the | 
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On the S. W. point of the garriſon, about a furlong from 


Morning Point, is the Woolpack Battery, ſo called from | 
rock in the ſea cloſe by, named the Woolpack Rock. Upon 
this battery are planted eleven long -guns, nine-pounders, 
which command St. Mary's Sound. On the E. fide of this 
battery is a magazine for holding warlike ſtores, and on the 
Wi. fide is a ſally port. About one hundred and fifty yards 
S. S8. W. from this point is a rock in-the ſea called the Wool- 
pack, upon which many veſſels have truck. The mark is to 
keep the next high rock to the Kittern upon the. ſhore of the 
 Guew in a line with the Light-houſe. The breaſt mark, is 
to keep the inner part of the N. hill of Sampſon Iſland in a 
line with the inner high top of the Steval Rock, off the W. 
point of the garriſon. Peninis Head and St. Agnes Iſland 
make St. Mary's Sound. For ſailing into this Sound, keep 
the bold ſhore of St. Mary's cloſe aboard, till you come as far 
as the Woolpack Rock, which appears at low water. Give it 
a birth of a cable's length from the ſhore, for two or three 
hips length in ſailing, and obſerve the above mentioned 
marks; then port your helm, and keep the ſtarboard ſhore 
ſtill cloſe, as far as the Steval Rock above mentioned, which 
ſhore is bold, You will by this courſe avoid the Spaniſh . 
Ledges, which lie on the larboard hand, near the middle of 
the entrance of this Sound, and are covered with but ſix feet 
at low water. The tide ſets out of this Sound E. S. E. half 
| Southerly, and continues till two hours ebb ; then it turns and 
ſets in W. N. W. Northerly. The depth of water here is 
about five fathoms. The mark to go upon the Spaniſh Ledges, 
which appear at low water ſpring tides, is to keep Joſeph 
_ Hick's houſe in St. Agnes in a line with the Light-houſe, 
The breaſt mark is to keep the great karn, or heap of rocks, 
on the 8. hill o on Brebur Iſland, 3 in a line with the Steval 
| Rock, 5 | 
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45 4 DESCRIPTION of the 


About a furlong N. W. from the Woolpack Rock is 
Bartholomew Battery, whereon four guns are mounted, two 


nine-pounders, and two four-pounders, which command St. 


Mary's Sound. On the ſhore under this battery i is a long 


range of rocks, called Bartholomew Over; off which, near a 1 
quarter of a mile W. S. W. lies Bartholomew Ledge, which 


appears at low water ſpring tides. The leading mark to go 


upon this ledge is to keep the Caſtle of Brehar, a large high 
rock ſo called, over the E. part of White Iſland. The breaſt 
mark is to keep the rock called the Cow, upon the ſhore of 
St. Agnes Iſland, in a line with the Light-houſe. To avaid 
running upon the Spaniſh Ledge, the Woolpack Rock, and 
Bartholomew Ledge, keep Great Minaltor Rock, off Sampſon 


Iſland, in the E. part of the Iſland of Mincarlo. This courſe 
will keep a veſſel clear of all danger, till ſhe comes abreaſt of 


| the Steyal Rock aforeſaid ; then luff up and ſteer N. N. E. 
for St. Mary's Road, and keep Droppy-noſe Rock, off the E. 

part of the Guew, juſt in a line with the Steval Rock, till the 
veſſel opens one of the Eaſtern iſlands, called Great Ganilley, 


with St. Mary's Land, when ſhe may anchor in good ground, 
about two cables length from the Nut Rock, when it will 


bear W. N. W. The depth of water from the entrance of 
St. Mary's Sound to the anchoring ground 1 1s from fix to 


twelve fathoms. „ . ye 


At a little diſtance from the W. point of the garriſon is a 


2 rock i in the ſea, ſurrounded at high water, called the Steval. 
A ſmall diſtance to the S. of this rock, a veſſel richly laden, 


called the Triumph, from Jamaica for London, with rum, 


. ſugar, die-wood, and 10, oool. in ſpecie, came aſhore, in a vio- 
lent ſtorm in October 1736, and was daſhed in pieces, with _ 
her cargo afloat. The particulars of this wreck I ſhall men- 
tion in another place. At this point a battery was lately i 
erected, where one gun is mounted upon a traverſing platform 
of 2 new conſtruction ; the gun is an eee ene 


- _— 


— 
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which can, by means of the moving platform, be eaſily turned 
round by one man, and pointed to any direction in a minute's 
time or leſs. Near the Steval Rock is a nameleſs ledge, which 
appears at low water, upon which a veſſel lately ſtruck, by 
means of an unſkilful pilot, in going out; the veſlel belonged 

to Poole, and was bound to Newfoundland; ſhe was obliged 

to put back into St. Mary's Pier, where her cargo was taken 
out, and ſhe underwent a compleat repair before ſhe a pro- 
ceed on her intended voyage. 


About a 2 of a mile N. N. E. from the Steval Rock 


lies a dangerous ſunken ledge called Treſkey. The leading 


mark to go upon it is to keep the Nut Rock in a line with 
a high rock in New Grimſby Harbour, called Hangman's 


| Iſland. The fide mark for this ledge is to keep the day 
mark upon St. Martin's Iſland, juſt open with St. Mary's 
Land. The depth of water here is about twenty - one feet at 


low water. — About four hundred yards from this ledge, 


5 1 5 N. E. and about the ſame diſtance from the Newman 


. Rock, is another ſunken ledge, called Woodcock's Ledge. 
The leading mark to go upon it is to keep the Long Rock 


upon Mount Flaggon in a line with the top of the Newman 


Rock. The other mark is to keep the Nut Rock in a line 


with Patrick Trevillick's houſe, in Brehar Iſland. The depth 


of water here is about ſeven feet at low water. The tide ſets 


here E. and W,—Another ſunken ledge, called the Ledge of Ki 
the Road, lies about N. and by W. from Woodcock's Ledge, 


near a quarter of a mile, and about the ſame diſtance from 


the Newman Rock. The leading mark to go upon it is to 
keep one of the Eaſtern iſlands, called Norenure, juſt open 
of St. Mary's Iſland. The other mark is to keep Brehar 1 
Church in a line with Nut Rock. The depth of water here 
zs about five fathoms and a half, —On the ſhore of the gar- 


riſon, oppoſite theſe ledges, are two points of rocks, called 
the Decker; 5 Keys; 35 and on dhe E. of theſe rocks is King 
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48 4 DESCRIPTION of A. 


Charles's Battery, upon which are placed ſeven guns, four of 
which are twenty-four pounders, and three ſix-pounders. . One 


of the guns, a twenty-four pounder, is mounted upon a tra- 


verſing platform, of the ſame conſtruction as that at the W. 
point of the garriſon near the Steval Rock. This platform 


has a ſtone wall built under it, about three quarters of a circle, 


about two feet thick and four feet high, with the top row of 
ſtones cut flat, and very ſmooth; the circumference of the 


circle, from the outſide, is about twenty-three feet diameter; 

in the centre of this circle of maſonry, a wall is built, about 
four feet high and five feet ſquare, over the top, upon which 
ſtands a ſtrong ſquare frame of oak timber, with a middle 


piece in it. The wooden frame which the gun - carriage ſtands 


upon, is an oblong ſquare, fourteen feet long and three feet 


wide within. The two ſides are of deal timber, ſix inches 


ſquare, with a plank of oak twelve inches wide, and two 
inches and a half thick, faſtened on againſt each ſide to pre- 


vent che gun when fired from going over either ſide; another 
dak plank is put upon the top of the deal frame, on each fide, 
for the trucks of the gun carriage to run upon. This wooden 


frame has two tranſoms in the fore part about ſix inches 
ſquare each; a hole goes through the middle of the hinder 
tranſom, on the fore part of the frame, through which hole 


goes a large iron bolt, and falls into another hole in the middle | 
paiece of the ſtrong frame of timber that reſts upon the ſquare 

wall built in the centre of the circle. There are two other 
oaken tranſoms fixed from ſide to ſide in the hinder end of the 


deal frame, in the ſame manner as at the fore end, about fix 


inches aſunder ; between theſe two tranſoms, goes a wooden 
wheel, about eighteen inches diameter, which runs upon the 5 
top of the circular wall, and through the centre of this 


wooden wheel i is an iron axis, which projects over the wall; 


at the hinder part of this wooden platform, and upon the 


outer end of this iron axis, another wooden wheel 1s fixed, 
about fire feet and fix inches diameter, Uke the wheel for 


ſteering 8 
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Reering a ſhip, with eight ſpokes, which goes round clear off 
the ground, on the outſide of the circular wall. This gun, 


which is a twenty-four pounder, near three tons weight, and 


being in its carriage ſtanding upon this traverſing platform, 
is turned round by one man, putting his hand to the ſpokes 
of the large wheel, on the outſide of the wall, with great eaſe ; _ 


ſo if a veſſel was going ever ſo faſt, this gun, by means of this 
traverſing platform, may be brought to bear upon it in an 
inſtant, and perhaps do more execution with a few men than 


five guns could do properly manned, and managed i in the com- 


: mon way. 


On the E. fide of King Charles's Battery is 4 deep well, 
for the uſe of the garriſon, which is furniſhed with a windlaſs. 


This well is ſeldom uſed, except when the other well in the 
garriſon is exhauſted, as it ſometimes happens. Near this 


well is the ſtore-houſe, which ſtands about the ſame diſtance 


Aa 


of the caſtle from the barracks at the entrance of the gar- 


riſon, wherein the warlike ſtores are kept. Behind the ſtore- 
houſe. is the ſhot- yard, wherein is a blackſmith's ſhop ; - ad- 
jacent to the ſmith's forge is a carpenter' 8 working ſhop, and 

a ſawpit. On the outſide of this ſhot-yard is the ordnance 
office for the uſe of the ſtore-keeper. Before the ſtore-houſe 
is a battery fronting St. Mary's Road, where ſeven guns are 


_ planted, three eighteen-pounders, three ſix-pounders, and one 


nine- pounder, which was formerly upon King George's Bat- 


tery, and called the warning gun. At a ſmall diſtance from 
this battery is a rock in the ſea called the Newman, About 


N. E. and by N. from this rock is Bacon Ledge, at a ſmall 
be” diſtance, which appears at low water ſpring tides. The 
mark to go between Bacon Ledge and the Newman Rock, is 
to keep Thomas Woodcock's houſe over the middle of New- 


fort, Iſland. The depth of water here is . three and 
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1 DESCRIPTION. oY the 


About E. S. E. from the ſtorè- houſe | in the garriſon, is the 
maſter gunner's houſe, under the hill, fronting the ſea to the 
N. It is a convenient dwelling, wherein reſides Mr. Henry 
Harland, which was given him as a reward for his valour, and 
long ſervice to his King and country, in the late wars; who _ 
in ſeveral actions abroad, particularly in that wherein General 
| Braddock was defeated, diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a brave man. 
He has the conveniency of good apartments, yards, gardens, 
outhouſes, and cellars, and alſo a ſmall houſe that ſtands on 
the back of his dwelling-houſe, betwixt it and the road that 
leads from the entrance of the garriſon to the caſtle. Near 
the maſter gunner's houſe is a battery fronting St. Mary's 
Road and the Pool, upon which five guns are planted, four- 
: pounders ; and-on the E. part of this battery is a fine ſun-dial 
fixed for the uſe of the garriſon. Between this ſun-dial and 
the entrance of the garriſon is another battery, upon which 
three guns, four-pounders, are planted, which are ſeldom fired 
but on the King's birth-day ; this is called Jeffreyſon's Bat- 
tery, which commands St. Mary's Road, and the Pool. 


At the entrance of the garriſon, near the gate way, after 
paſſing a ſteep aſcent, going from Heugh Town, are the bar- 
racks on each Hand; on the right ſide is the guard houſe, 

wherein is a dungeon for confining unruly ſoldiers. Between 

the barracks and the caſtle is a broad green road, called the 

Parade, where the ſoldiers are drawn up, to do their exerciſe, | 

and fire their ſmall arms on firing days appointed by the go- 


vernment, and are here _— mhſters 3 the > Deputy 
| Commilſary. 


1 pon the "TOR of the hill, which! is called the Heugh or 
5 Hew, ſtands fis Majeſty? s Star Caſtle, with ramparts and a 
deep dry ditch about it, fo called from the ſhape of its plan, 
projecting every way like the rays of a ſtar. This caſtle 
commands a proſpect of all the iſlands and ſeas about them; 
N | 8 from : © 


from whence, on a fair day, and in clear weicher, ſhips are 
ſeen paſſing to and fro, and England, as though riſing out of 
the ſea, at a diſtance. This caſtle was built by Sir Francis 


Godolphin, who was Governor, in the reign of Queen Eliza- 


beth, and over the portal is E. R. (Elizabetha Regina) 1593. 
Upon the ramparts, at the ſaliant angle s, are ſmall apart- 
ments, wherein the gunners and ſoldiers live; it is ſuppoſed, 
that in each of theſe little ſquare rooms, a captain of the gar- 


riſon was intended to lodge. At the W. corner of the ram- 


part the ſtandard is erected, upon which the King's colours 


are hoiſted, and appear conſpicuous aloft every Sunday, in 


fine weather, and for ſhips to obſerve and obey, when they 


come into theſe harbours. On the N. corner of the rampart 


is the gunner's bell, which is rung every three hours, from 
ſix o'clock in the morning till nine at night in ſummer, and 
upon which the gunners ſtrike the hour, in the manner of a 


town clock, and the ſoldiers do the ſame upon another bell, 
| hung over the entrance of the garriſon. Within the portal 


of the caſtle is a ſmall ſquare room, like thoſe upon the ram - 


parts, in which a gunner lives. His Grace the Duke of 
| Leeds commands as Governor of all the iſlands ; and a Lieu- 
_ tenant Governor is here commiſſioned by his Majeſty, to act 


under his Grace; but the Governor and Lieutenant Go- 
vernor do not refide upon the iſlands. 


. By the particular favour and bounty of the Duke of Leeds, 
the uſe of the caſtle, which is ſquare, roomy, and hand- 


ſome, and all its apartments, with the harbour dues of ſhip- 
ping, have been enjoyed by the captain, or refident com- 


: manding officer of the company, commanding in his Grace's 


and the Lieutenant Governor's abſence, who never reſide, 
being a conſiderable benefit. Beſides the ſhips putting into 


Seilly from abroad, it ſometimes happens that more than two 
hundred fail of coaſting veſſels are driven into theſe harbours, 


_ by an Aan, 2 at which time, each ſhip or veſſel pays, | 


* 
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* 4 DESCRIPTION V te 
at an average, about two ſhillings and two-pence, for coming. 
to an anchor, or laying upon the ground, and hoiiting the 
King's colours. All foreign ſhips pay double, or four ſhillings 
and four-pence, moſt of which comes to the commanding 
officer of the garriſon, who is commander in chief, and chief 
magiſtrate in the iſlands of Scilly. He has alſo the manuring 
and improving of all the garriſon land, upwards of a hun- 
dred acres, the grazing of it with-cattle, and the cutting and 
diſpoſal of all the turf and furze for firing ; and has likewiſe 
the ſole management of all the coals and candles allowed for 
the uſe of the garriſon, as well as ſtones for the purpoſe of 
building houſes and fences 3 and ſome commanding officers | 
have allowed their friends to carry out of the garriſon large 
quantities of ſtones belonging to the government, for the pur- 
poſe of building elegant houſes, as has been reported; but it 
is not my buſineſs, as an hiſtorian, to find fault with ſuch mat- | 
ters, not knowing how far. they may be juſtifiable. The com- 
manding officer has other conveniencies, ſuch as cellars, and 
out- apartments, belonging to the caſtle, with two ſpacious 
kitchen and flower gardens, defended by firong walls, at a 

little N from the ene wo 


In the widſt of a level plain covered with a green turf, ex- 
\ tending to the Southward of the caſtle, are ſtanding two cir- 
cular walls of windmills, formerly in uſe, before the mill 
upon Peninis was built. They were left to go to ruin by the 
means of a miſunderſtanding that happened between the then 
commanding officer, and the inhabitants of the iſlands. - They 
Wanted to come into the garriſon, at unſeaſonable hours, 
which was not agreeable to the commanding officer. The 
_ Lord-proprietor's ſteward, being ever ready to diſplay his 
authority, headed the iſlanders againſt the commanding officer, 
dull at laſt the quarrel became ſerious. The walls of theſe 
old mills are ſeen at a great diſtance, and from the caltle- 
ee look lire oheliſks, a and add inpeoveniens to the 
 proſpec, | 
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proſpect. Between theſe two old windmills was formerly 
a bowling green, for the recreation of the officers belonging 
to the garriſon, which is now converted, by the commanding 
officer, into a potatoe field, for his uſe. Over the entrance 
into the garriſon is a bell, upon which the ſoldiers, upon 
guard, ſtrike the hour of the day from fix o'clock in the 
morning till nine in the evening in ſummer, which anſwers the 
\ purpoſe of a town clock, to declare to the inhabitants the 3 
time of the day; and they alſo ring this bell when the gun- | 1 
ners ring the bell upon the ramparts at the caſtle,  _ „ 3 


At a little diſtance from the entrance of the garriſon, on 
the outſide of the lines, upon the glacis, is an old tin pit, 
wherein ſome miners were lately employed; but as they could 
not raiſe ore, of a quality and quantity ſufficient to defray 
the expence, they were diſcharged. This pit 1s left open, 
and is very convenient for catching a drunken ſoldier, reel- 
ing from a gin ſhop to his barrack, in a dark night, if he 
ſhould happen to ſtagger down the hill from the road; ſuch 

an accident might create employment for the ſurgeon, or per- 

_ haps afford a ſeaſonable job for the ſexton, who, like a petti- 
 fogger, lives by the downfall of his friends and neighbours. '_ 
Cloſe by this tin pit is a hill, called Mount Hollis, upon which 

are the remains of an old fort, formerly erected to defend the : . Bled 

entrance of the garriſon, in caſe an enemy ſhould invade the | 9 We 

: iſland, and erect a battery upon Buzza's Hill; guns were for- Hi _ 

merly planted upon this old fort, and there was a watch-houſse | i 
upon the Southern fide of it, the en of which were Aripped | 
to un the . | 


on the N. E. ade of the town As Rat Iland, upon the top W __ 

| of which are the remains of a breaſt work, which ſomewhat — 
reſemble a roſe; but ſince ſuch ſtrong, batteries have been „ 
erected in the garriſon, a battery on this iſland would be of lit- 
tle uſe. It is about thirty yards from the quay, uninhabited, - _ THE 
„„ )) 8 7 
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and contains abotit half an acre of land, which would be very ; 
convenient for building warchouſes upon, for holding the 
cargoes of ſtranded veſlels, till they be either re-ſhipped or 


dcotherwiſe diſpoſed of, provided the quay had been built in a 
more proper manner, to communicate with it. When it is 
low water at ſpring tides, a perſon may walk to it quite dry. 


It is uncultivated, and common to any perſon who may think 
proper to put horſes to graze upon it. Boats may paſs, at 
high water, between this and 's and Ray Rock, which lies be- 


: hind the quay. 


At the Southern end of the town is Porth Creſſa ws is 


the year 1744 the ſea broke over its banks, at the head of this 
bay, and did great damage to the town, and again in the year 


2771, as has been mentioned before. Since that time che 


bank has been raiſed along this ſhore, to keep off the ſea. 
Near the N. E. fide of the head of this bay are ſome cottages, 
called Ram's Valley, ſituated under the N. W. fide of Buzza's 
Hill, upon the top of which, are three burrows, or ancient 
ſepulchres, wherein the iflanders ſay giants were buried, be- 


cauſe they ſo far exceed the common ſize of the human body. 


Theſe burrows, both in this and the off iſlands, are very nu- 
merous, and are conſtructed in the ſame manner. Some years 
ago a curious gentleman hired labourers to open ſome of theſe 
| burrows, to ſee if they could find the remains of any thing 
: that might have been depoſited in them. Neither bones nor 


ures were found in the firſt that was opened, but a ſtrong 
unctuous earth, that had a cadaverous ſmell. There was a 


large cavity in the middle, almoſt filled with earth, and a paſ- 

ſage into it at the Eaſtern end, one foot eight inches wide ; 
| between two ſtones that flood erect. The cavity was four 

| feer eight inches wide in the middle, and the length of it was 
twenty-two feet; it was walled on each fide with ſtones and 
- mortar ; the height of the fide walls was four feet ten inches. 
; n Mas $erminated at che Veltern. end by a large flat 


Kones 
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fone, which ſtood upon its edge. The length of this ſepul- 


chre bears E. and by N. It was covered from end to end with 
large flat ſtones, ſeveral of which were then removed, and 
others had been carried off before for . 


The next burrow that was then opened was of the ſame 
kind, but the cavity was leſs in all reſpects, forty-two feet 
diſtant to the N. from the former one bearing N. E. The 


walled ſides were two feet high, it was four feet wide in the 


middle, and one foot eight inches where narroweſt. It was 


covered with large flat ſtones, like the former, and in the floor 


was a ſmall cell dug deeper than the reſt; in this were found 
earths of different colours from the natural one; but nothing 


was found that was a ſatisfactory proof of any perſon having 
been buried there. A little while after the workmen had 
| finiſhed opening theſe burrows there happened a moſt violent 
ſtorm of rain, attended with dreadful peals of thunder and 


lightning, which the iſlanders ſaid was occaſioned by diſturbing 
theſe ancient ſepulchres. The other burrows that were ex- 


amined, at that time, were of the ſame kind, and were proba- 


bly made ſo large that they might hold more bodies than one; 
but the iſlanders are of opinion that giants were buried in 
them, and that they were made according to the ſize of the 


bodies there interred. Like the tombs uſed by the people of 


the preſent age, theſe ſepulchres ſeem to have been family re- 
poſitories, and probably uſed for chat purpoſe many ages. 
Near theſe burrows, upon the top of this eminence, is a pool 
of freſh water, where the owners » of 1 eee 10 N 5 


their cattle to drink. 9 


4 


5 About rating from the 8. 8. W. fide of this bill is a brow = 
of rocks in the ſea called Porth Creſſa Brow ; the high rock 
on the S. S. W. part is called the Little Wrafe ; and about 
8 one hundred and twenty yards E. S8. E. is Nickolls's Rock, 
| Wird is | covered at half ride, which was ſo called from a 

| veſſe! 
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veſſel that was loſt upon it April 28, 1738, belonging to North 
' Yarmouth, William Nickolls, maſter, from the iſland of Sicily, 
and bound to Havre de Grace, laden with wheat; ſome part 
of the cargo, and all the men were ſaved. Thereis a large 
heap of rocks upon the ſhore of Peninis, about W. from the 
windmill, which is called Karn of Mahael. About a furlong 
8. and by W. is a rock on the land called Karn le Murrs; 
and about forty yards from this is another large rock, in the 
ſea, called Karn Murr. From this rock, about E. and by N. 
near a furlong, and about a quarter of a mile from the wind- 
mill, is a large heap of rocks upon the land, called the Kettle 
and Pans. Amongſt theſe karns (which in the Corniſh lan- 
guage, ſignifies a heap of rocks), the head of the promontory 
is covered with a fair green turf, upon which are ſeveral large 
ſcattering rocks, between which is a fine verdure, and ſcarce a 
looſe ſtone to be ſeen. There are many rock-baſons here, 
ſome of which will hold a large quantity of water. Many of 
theſe curious ſtones have been cut, and carried off for build- 
ing; for in theſe iſlands, not only the dwelling-houſes, but 
the hedges and fortifications, are all built with ſtone. On one 
rock are fifteen of theſe baſons, ſome very large and round. 
The ſides of theſe baſons are not perpendicular, but concave. 
The ſhape of the largeſt baſon is oval, ſix feet long and four 
wide. The bottom is circular, four feet diameter, and hol- 
| lowed out as exactly as a cup. It held formerly one foot ten 
. inches of water, but part of the brim being now broken off, 
it holds only ten inches. There is another baſon ſomewhat 
leſs, contiguous to, and beneath the firſt, of a more circular 
ſhape; this ſeems to be deſigned to receive the water that fell 
from the firſt. Several of theſe baſons, of different ſizes, 5 
k communicate their redundant water to the two great ones, 
wherever the ſhape of the rock will permit. Theſe baſons 


are ſuppoſed to have been deſigned for receiving the rain 


water, as it fell from the clouds, and to preſerve it in its ut- 
5 moſt Fry for Joly 28 leſt it mould be defled by falling | 
151 | | £ 98 
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| upon th Srowia'; as it wis a principle of the Druids, that 
things dedicated to religious uſes were defiled by touching the 
ground, whoſe religion Was Paganiſh ſuperſtition, Fronting 


this group l of rocks, at a little diſtance, there is a prodigious 
chin pyramidal rock, twelve feet broad at the bottom, and 
| tapers to the top, which 1 15 thirty feet high, ſappoſed to have 


been an object of Druſd devotion. About 8. 8. W. near 


one hundred and forty yards from the group of rocks called 
the Kettle and Pans, is an old battery, which commands the 


entrance of St. Mary's: Sound; and on the S. fide of this 


old battery is Peninis Head, where are ſeveral large heaps of 


rocks, which are much higher than'the pyramidal one above 


mentioned; and; cloſe to it, one of which, when beheld from 


the garriſon, appears ſomewhat like an old Pari church, 
with its tower at che E. end thereof, : 


\ 


whelmed trees, and nice and ponderous balancing of rocky 


matter at the earth's: ſarface, be accounted for. Several of N 
theſe kind of rocks, in Scilly, are amazing large, in ſome 


. places, and balanced upon one another, and eſpecially i in places 


Ho | of this iſland, nearer of further from the ſea, without com- 
pariſon either of height or ponderoſity with theſe rocks of 
- Peyjinis; cauſing aſtoniſhment and admiration in the beholders, 


above all others. And in ſeveral parts, large rocks e 
| ſeparate; or riding in equal poiſe, in the different iſlands, as 


Already deſcribed, which: muſt be the expulſion of ſubter- 
| rancous matter left at reſt in that Poſitions afiet ſome extravr- | 


© auer cooryllive cauſe, | 


1 N . 1 « : s . 4 


The genen natural atio vifervet in n this iſland of 
St. Mary's, are theſe rocks at the head of Peninis. There is 
no reaſbnable account to be given for the production of them, 
bat by an univerſal flood over the land, when this terreſtial - 
maſs was diſtorted and changed after an extraordinary man- 
ner; and from no other cauſe can be aſſigned, the ſeveral | 
ſtrata, ſubterraneous ſhells, mixed maſſes, inverted and deep 


— 


* 
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on the E. fide of the rocks called the Kettle and "Wy is 
an old ſod battery, where ſome great guns were planted, in 
the reign of Queen Ann, as appears by an old book of the 
pariſh accounts, which ſhews how much money had been : 
placed to the account of the pariſh for making up ſome ſtone 
| fences, which had been torn down at that time to make a road 
for the guns to paſs through ſome fields. About one hundred 55 
and fifty yards S. E. from the aforeſaid battery, is a large 1 
ſubterraneous cavern, which is called Piper's Hole, and which 
is ſituated under the high banks of Peninis, being about the 
S. W. part of the iſland, next the ſea, which at high water 
| waſhes the entrance of this cavern. Going in at the orifice, 
it is above a man's height, and of as much ſpace in its breadth, 
but further in it grows narrower and lower. A little diſtance | 
from the entrance within appear ſome rock baſons continually 
running over with freſh water, deſcending as it diſtils from 
the ſides of the rocky paſſage. The retired ſituation of this 
cavern, where lovers retreat to cut the initial letters of their 5 
names upon the green turfy downs, cloſe above its entrance, . 
and to indulge their mutual paſſion, has made it almoſt as fa- 
mous and as much talked of, in theſe iſlands, as the cave 
wherein Dido and ZEneas met of old ; but as to the ſtrange 
ſtories that have been related of this place, of men going in 
5 fo far that never returned, that dogs have entered here and 
gone under ground ſo far as the iſland of 'Treſco, where, at 
another orifice of the ſame name, upwards of four miles 
diſtant, they have come out again with moſt of cheir hair off, 
8 kule credit is to be > ba it ſeems abſurd. „ 


Upon Ha high land of Vandals. is 4 vindmill, which was 
: erected at the expence of the late Earl of Godolphin (who 
was a generous benefactor to the inhabitants of theſe iſlands, 
who gratefully revere his memory), in the year 1726, and, as 

has been obſerved, is the only griſt-mill upon the iſlands. It 
| 18 at "preſent ſo much out of es as to de unſerviceable ; 3 


upon 


- 
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upon wh Ich account, the inhabitants are now obliged 1 to ſend 


their corn to Cornwall to be ground, at a great riſk, loſs, trou- 
ble, and expence, or elſe to grind it at home with their ſmall 


hand mills, called guerns, which have been already deſcribed. 

| Several of the principal inhabitants ſome time ago did offer 
to pay a yearly rent for this windmill, and to repair it at their 
own expence, provided they could have a leaſe of it for a 

term of years, but this offer was rejected, and che mill is neg- 


8 lected and * to 80 to ruin. 


— 


About bfry * to the E. from Piper 8 Hole, i is a large flat 
rock on the ſhore where people fiſh with the rod, called Jolly 
Rock; from which about two hundred yards E, and by 8. 
is a large rock in the ſea, called Carrick Stern; and on the 
land N. N. W. from this rock in the ſea, is a high heap of 
rocks, called the Karn of Carrick Stern, near which on the 
N. ſide is a ſmall bay, called the Cove of Karn Leh. This 
ſmall peninſula forms the W. ſide of Old Town Cove, upon 
e che ſharp top of which ſhoots up a crag of flat ſtones placed 


| cloſe fide by fide, from which it is called Karn Leh, 5. e. a 


5 group of flat rocks, in the Corniſh language. The hill is 
taper, has a pretty effect in e and affords a good ſhelter 55 


| t the cove. 1 


55 At the Weſtern gde of this cove, about a furlong from. Ig 
| od Town, and near a quarter of a mile S. E. from Heugh - 
po Town, ſtands the church, to which from Heugh Town is a 
fine ſmooth gravel road, whereon no water ſtands in the 


bs wetteſt weather, either in ſummer or winter. The church is 


in the form of a croſs, but there is no account when it was ori- 
ginally built, which i is ſuppoſed to have been ſince the Refor- 


mation, for before that time the mother church of Scilly was 


in the iſland of Treſco, which, being ſubordinate to the Abbey 
of Taviſtock, went to ruin in conſequence of the diſſolution 
of that Aer W chapel of this illand is ſup= _ 
| | S LO ot . 
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_ poſed: to have been in Heugh Towri, which is. now converted 
into a dwelling-houſe, where a great quantity of human bones | 


were dug up, in conſequence of the great overflowing of the 
ſea in che year 1744, when Mr. Smith, then ſteward to the 
Earl of Godolphin, was making preparation to build a new 


houſe for his own reſidence, in lieu of chat houſe, wherein he 
formerly lived, which was partly waſhed down by that inun- 


dation; what ſeems to ſtrengthen this ſuppoſition, is a ſquare 


hewn ſtone which now ſtands near.by upon the quay, in the 
top of which is a ſquare hole, which ſeems as if it had for- 


merly an iron cover, like the poor man's box in the church. 


This is ſuppaſed to have been the poor man's box, when this 
chapel was in uſe. The walls of the houſe, which was for- 
merly the chapel, appear to be ancient and well built, and 


ſome of its windows are caſed with hen ſtone, like the old 


2 windows of the church; and the burial ground, where the 


bones were dug up, is on the South fide of this dwelling-houſe. 


The church has no tower, but two nitches, riſing upon the W. 
. end, for two bells, the larger of which, a few years ago, fell 
down, through the roof of the church, and was broken; it 
now hes uſeleſs in the ſteward's back court yard, Lord 

| Godolphin's ſteward in Cornwall, ſome time ago, told me, 

that he had given orders for it to be ſent to Briſtol to be re- caſt, 


and for it to be put up in its place again, but it was neglected 
to be done till his Lordſhip died; ſo the bell may lie uſeleſs, 


perhaps, until the day of the general reſurrection, an "I 


church be ſuffered to drop down by piecemeal, in the fame. 


manner as the parſonage houſe did, unleſs the Duke of Leeds, 
who isthe Liard-proprietor of all the iflands of Scully, out of 
his kindneſs and generoſity to the poor inhabitants, ſhall 

' think praper to order it to be put in repair ; the inhabitants 
in general being ſo poor for the want of trade, or ſome kind 
of manufacture to afford them conſtant employment; that 
| many af them are hardly able to pay their rents, and the rates 
40: NE the your POgr' 4 22 _ who haveche manage-. 
ment 
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ment of the publick affairs of the iſlands, are ſeveral of them Y | 
placemen under the King, and not natives, Who on that ac- g 
count have only a temporary reſidence, and are liable to be 
removed; and if they ſhould die here, their families perhaps 
cannot remain afterwards upon the iſlands, ſo they do not pay 
Tauhat attention to the repairs of the church, and the future 
welfare of the, iflands, which are at preſent attended with 
trouble and expence, as perhaps ths natives might, whoſe re- 
latious are here, and amongſt whom all their future hopes and 
expectations centre. Men in office here, at the beſt, are only 
| tenants at will, and do not know-how ſoon they may be diſ- 
placed; ſo no perſon can reaſonably blame them for being Fi 
wary in laying out money in repairs, which might prove a 15 
great hurt to them and their families, as was the caſe with ts | 
| ſchoolmaſter before mentioned. The length of the church 
from E. to W. is fixty feet, and the breadth of that part is 
nineteen feet ; the length of the croſs iſle, including the 
| breadth of the middle part of the church, is fixty-two feet, 
1 and the breadth of the croſs ifles is ſixteen feet, There is no 


cl account when. the N. iſle of the church was built, but as 1664 . 
zs cut an the ſtone lintel over the door of chat iſle, it is ſup- | „ 

= | poſed to have been built ahout that year. It appears by Wo ps | 
memorandum in one of the pariſh regiſter books, that the 8. 17 
ille of che church was begun to be built on the 6th day of — EY 
June, 1677. The benefactors to the building thereof were, {| 
Sir William Godolphin, and eight of the principal inhabitants, + 
' Whoſe names are recorded, and the ſums they contributed. { 
The W. end of the church, which is now ſo much decayed, W 
| chat i it is ready to fall in, was new roofed in the year 1687. 5 
Iꝛy)/ꝗbe oldeſt of the pariſh regiſters begins the 17th day of 3 
1 January, 1660 ; the oldeſt book of the pariſh accounts begins | 


| - in thoyear1684 and there are no older hooks of tecasz. 
n iſlands m— 80 the means 
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* DESCRIPTION of the 


| There are ſeveral galleries i in the church, which were built at 


different times. That one at the W. end is the oldeſt, but 


there are no accounts in being to ſhew when either this 
gallery, or that in the N. iſle were built. It appears by a 


memorandum in the Conſtitution Book, dated December 28, 
1734, that Mr. Thomas Smith had permiſſion from che mi- 
niſter and the twelve Council-men to enlarge the gallery in 
The E. end of the church was taken down, and 
re · built in the year 1743, when the window over the com- 


munion table was enlarged, at the expence of the officers ow 


the garriſon. Both ends of the N. and S. iſles were Te-built 


at the expence of the late Lord Godolpdin, i in the year 1767, 


when his Lordihip withheld a bounty of ten pounds a year, 


which had been allowed by his Lordſhip's anceſtors time im- 
memorial, for keeping the church in repair, on account of his 
Lordſhip having received a petition from ſome of the inha- 
bitants, craving of him one hundred pounds to put the ends 


of the N. and S. iſles of the church in repair, which his Lord- 
ſhip! thought a: large ſum for ſo ſmall a matter, and ſuſpected 


he was impoſed upon, and wrote to his ſteward to ſend his ac - 


count of the affair. The ſteward at that time was not upon 
a : friendly footing with thoſe people who petitioned hi. Lord- 


hip, and wiſhed to have the repairing of the church himſelf 


to profit by it, as was ſuppoſed ; he informed his Lordſhip 
that the church did want the repairs ſet forth in the petition, 


butẽ did not require ſo large a ſum as was craved, ſo his Lord- 
| ſhip thought proper to order his ſteward to repair it, which 


was accordingly done, till his Lordſhip's deceafe, but ſince 
that time the church has had very little repairs. Since Lord 


SGodolphin's deceaſe the reading deſk and the pulpit have 
deen rebuilt. In a few years in all probability the church will 
want a new roof, as it is now very bad, and the fteward ſays 
he has no orders to lay out any money in the repairs of it as | 
formerly. 
5 as is for the nt or commanding officer, and the other 


The large ſeat on the N. fide of the communion © 


commiſſion | 
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commiſſion officers of the garriſon, and the ſeat oppoſite to it, 
on the other ſide of the communion table, is for their wives 
and daughters. The large ſquare pew, adjoining chat of the 
- commiſſioned officers of the garriſon, is for the members of the 
council, and the other large pew on the other fide of the iſle 
leading to the altar, is for the wives and widows of the 
council-men. On the 10th day of April, in the year 1732, 
it was agreed by the members of the council, that if any of 
their fraternity ſhall die and leave a widow, ſhe, during the 
time of her widowhood, ſhall have liberty to fit in the ſaid 
- ſeat with the wives of the ſurviving members, but if ſhe gets 


| another huſband that may happen not to be a common coun- = 
Ce cil-man, ſhe ſhall then loſe this privilege. In England if a 


Dutcheſs Dowager, or the ' widow of any nobleman, ſhall | 

marry a ſecond huſband of inferior rank, with her former 
huſband, I do not apprehend that ſhe is degraded by ſuch "Wh 

marriage; but it appears by the aforeſaid decree of the coun- 

_ cil that the courteſy of England does not extend. to theſe 

| iſlands, ſo the widows in Scilly muſt be careful in the choice 

of a ſecond huſband, if they mean to preſerve their dignity. 


| The pew before the pulpit was built by Mr. Head, late Col 
lector of the Cuſtoms of this port, whoſe daughter claimed 
tit after his deceaſe, and fold it when ſhe left the iſlands. The 


ſucceeding Collector complained he could not come to church, | 
for the want of a ſeat, which he thought was a hardſhip, as 
the purchaſer did not chuſe to relinquiſh the pew entirely, but 


8 had no objection for the Collector to fit in it, provided he 


would not introduce any other perſon there whoſe company 
might be diſagreeable. This propoſal did not ſatisfy the Col- 


. lector, who wiſhed to have the pew wholly at his own com- 


5 mand; and wanted to bring there whomſoever he ſhould thinle on 


proper, which the purchaſer objected to. The Collector ap- 


. 5 plied to Lord Godolphin, and - informed his Lordſhip of the 
zaature of the diſpute, whoſe anſwer was to this effect, viz. 


8 N whoever ſhould erect . in his Lordſhip? 8 chapel . 
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might enjoy them with their houſes and their children after 
them, while they continue to be his tenants, or ſhould remain 


in Scilly, but if the houſes ſhall come into other hands, and 
the builders of any pews in the church ſhould leave Scilly or 


their children, ſhall quit all claim to ſuch pews, and that no 


- perſon ſhall have a right to transfer any claim to any other 
of a pew in the church, without his Lordſhip's leave firſt ob- 
tained, as that might give riſe to diſputes, which ought not 


to be; beſides his Lordſhip thought it unreaſonable that a 


man in office here ſhould by ſuch means, be deprived of a 
ſeat in the church; and added, that when ſuch men either drop 


or leave Scilly, their ſeats in the church ſtall go with their 


Houſes to the ee end 


The cure of theſe iNlands i is a donative, and not rated in the 
King's books as being chargeable with the payment of either 
firſt fruits or tenths, the value of which is not certified either 
into the Exchequer to be diſcharged from firſt fruits and 
tenths, or to the governors of Queen Ant's bouuty, as a be- 
neſice qualified to be augmented. The clergyman who offi- 
ciates in this church has neither inſtitution, nor induction to 
this benefice, nor viſitation, nor a licence, from the Biſhop of 
Exeter, but holds his preferment at the will of his patron, the _ 
Lord-proprietor of the iſſands. Formerly the Lord-pro-- 
prietor's chaplain was the only clergyman upon all the iſlands, 
which was attended with great inconveniencies in many re- 
ſßpects, particularly to the inhabitants on the off iſlands; we 
were then obliged to bring their children over {ex to St. 
Mary' s church to be baptized, and many times at the riſk of 
' their lives; but as the Society in Londbn for promoting 
Cgdriſtian Knowledge have ſent an aſſiſtant miniſter, who re- 
des at Treſeo, and viſits all the off iſlands occaſionally" i 
fine weather, the inhabitants are not only beneſitted by his 
inſtructions, and exemplary converſution, but freed from the 
eee TY. * under, as they now. 
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| have all divine offices performed upon their reſpective iſlands, 
Before an aſſiſtant miniſter was ſent to refide upon the off 
iſlands, when the clergyman at St. Mary's was ſick or abſent, 
all divine ſervice ceaſed till his recovery or return, and when 
he either died or left the place, the inhabitants were many 
months without church ſervice ; and then the only inſtruction 
they had, till another was appointed, was what they could 
gain from the clerk; who, in the abſence of the clergyman, 
reads the prayers and a ſermon of his own choice, in the ſame 
manner as the lay readers do in the off iſland churches. The 
Lord- proprietor's chaplain formerly uſed to viſit the off iſlands 
once a year, when he adminiſtered the ſacraments to the in- 
habitants, and preached two ſermons at each place, one in the 
forenoon, and the other in the afternoon, He uſually viſited 
- the iſland of Treſco on the firſt Sunday after Eaſter, and 
St, Martin's Iſland on Trinity Sunday, and was generally 
accompanied by the ſteward, the clerk of St. Mary's, and 
ſeveral gentlemen. The ſteward. at that time provided an 
entertainment at the Lord's expence, which was prepared by 
cooks ſent there the day before, with all kinds of neceſſaries 
for the occaſion. The ſteward invited ſuch people as he 
thought proper to partake, and after dinner to drink his 
Lordſhip's health. The late Rev. Mr. Lewis thought ſuch 
feaſting and merry meetings not proper at the time of receiv- 
ing the ſacrament, and an unneceſſary expence, ſo he petitioned 
Lord Godolphin to put a ſtop to ſuch unbecoming practices, 
and craved that his Lordſhip would permit him to order the 
matter in a different manner, which was granted. After Mr. 
' Lewis died, Lord Godolphin thought fit to put a whole itop to 
the uſual allowance for defraying the expence of adminiſter- 
Ing the ſactaments at the off iſlands: His Lordſhip ordered 
that in future the inhabitants ſhould defray every expence 
| themſelves, relating to the ſacrament, or any other religious | 
duty, or elſe to attend at the mother church at St. Marys. 
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In the time of divine ſervice, the churchwardens go round 


to every perſon in the church, every Sunday, with each a box 


to collect money for the relief of the poor, and when ſtrangers 


happen to be at church they ſometimes contribute liberally. 


This is an ancient method of raiſing money for the ſupport 

of the poor, who in England were not otherwiſe provided for . 
till an ac of Parliament was paſſed to lay a tax upon the in- 
habitants of every parifh, for that purpoſe, as the money col- 


lected at church in time of divine ſervice was not ſufficient, 


and a very precarious proviſion. The churchwardens do not 
tranſmit a copy of the pariſh regiſter to the Biſhop to be pre- 


- ſerved in his regiſtry as the canon enjoins. They are choſen 


herein the ſame manner as in England, and are not cited to 


attend the viſitation courts of the Archdeacon of Cornwall, 


but are ſworn into their office at the court of Scilly, according 


to ancient cuſtom, yearly on Eaſter Monday, when the pariſn 
accounts are ſettled. They are alſo the overſeers of the poor, 


and have the management of all the pariſh affairs, under the. 
direction of the council. 


— 


An 3 73 Chaplains at: $1, Mary's, Scilly, from the : 


Year 1668 „ when they came, or when they died, or awvent aways” 
fo far as can be found upon Fenn fs or 9 the inform, mation of the _ 
oldeſt Inhabitants. 8 
Edmund Hughes was buried "ME 9, 1669. 
Nicholas Philipps came 1670, and went away about 1681. 
Walter Hoſkin was buried March 24, 1688. a 
John Maurice came 1691, and was buried January 20, 170%. N 
| Henry! Penneck came 1707, and went away the ſame Feat I 
Peter Thomas came 1708, and died 1709. 


9 * 


John Vigurs came 1710, and went away 1712. 


Abraham Tyeth came 1712, and went away 1714. 

James Trewinard came 1715, and went away 1718. 
Robert Mac Noe came 1719, and went away 1724. [4 
: Richard Sxmonde came 75 5, and was buried Dec. 3, 17 736 


Paul 


- 
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Paul Hathaway came 1737, and went away 1745. | 
| Ralph Milway came 1746, and was buried October 29, 17 59. 
Samuel Ryder came 1761, and reſigned 1763. | 
| Herbert Lewis came 1764, and was buried September L,1 780. : 
. 7 Troutbeck came 1 7 


Aonumenta Ke in the Church and Church yard 7 . . 
| Mary's, Scilly. | 
ec To the memory of Francis, the wife of Joſeph Hunkin, of 
Gatherly, i in the parith of Lifton, in Devonſhire, Governor 
of the Iſlands of Scilly. She was the daughter of Robert 
| Lovyes, of Breardon, in the pariſh of Boyton, in Cornwall, Eſq. 
died the zoth day of March, 1657, about the 46th year of 9 
— age. 
„ Bleſt ſoul thy race is run, whilft v we e behind, 

e Strive for that crown which thou prepared, didſt find. 

« [n Chriſt, for thee, here ſhall thy body reſt, 

- os Tin with 928 ſoul 1 it be for « ever CINE 25 


This monument is of black marble, and was originally 


0 erected in the middle of the church, againſt the S. fide, where 


the ſteward's ſeat is at preſent. It was taken down when the 
8. ifle of the church was built in 1677, and the inſcribed 
tablet was put up againſt the wall, near the entrance of the 
gallery-at the W. end of the church, where the ſoldiers of the 
garriſon now fit, where it remained till laſt year, and its dif- 
jointed parts were laid afide upon the wall plat in the ſaid 
gallery, which fronts the communion table, and the com- 
manding officer's ſeat, below where they now remain. There 
are two coats armour, one for each family, Firſt, Or. a chevern 

Gul. between three ſea pies (or ſome other birds) Sab. Se⸗ 7; 

cond, Arg. a Feſs between two chevronels, (the under one 
inverted)” Sab. A'gentlenianiwho viſited. theſe iſlands, ſome | 


_ years ago, was deſired to enquire after the families in order 


10 have chis monument re- erected, but he found them upon 855 
5 | 12 N enquir7 
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enquiry both extinct, and the lands paſſed into other names. 
1 thought it a pity that ſuch an ancient monument, which 


muſt have coſt a conſiderable ſum, ſhould be concealed in ſuch 


a manner, ſol] interceded with the late churchwardens to have 
| it put up in the wall of the church on the outſide of the E. end, 


where it may be ſeen by all curious people, who viſit the 


church-yard, to amuſe themſelves with reading the MONUments, | 


—— . 


which was s granted, 


* Here lieth the had of John, the ſon. of Thomas and 


Mary Ekines, of the iſland of Scilly, who was born the 
Lem er F ebruary, 1670, and died 44.0 of November, 1675. = 


Nen mortuus, fed dormit. oh 


« Here lies the body of Peter Rattenbury, late Commiſſary 


of this iſland, who died the 4th of Ways, Auno L * : 
In the 67th year of his age, 


The law of kindneſs was in his heart, and tr ach and 


oats in his lip and life,” 


« Ry lieth the IEP of Fligabeth, the daughter of Peter 


and Hannah Rattenbury, who died March 22d, Auno Daw. 


1704, in the zoth year of her age: Alſo the body of Robert 
Rattenbury, who died March 24th, aged fix years and five 
months, Anns Dom. 1707 8. Likewiſe the body of Foſ- 

carinus, ſon of Peter and Jane Rattenbury, who died April zd, 


4708, in the 5th year of his age. Here alſo, after having 
| ſucceeded his father as Commiſſary of the jſland not full three 


years, lie the remains of Martin, ſon of Peter and Jane 


2 Rattenbury, interred April the 2d, Ai Demi, 1712, in th 
EE igh 7. of his ages” | 


* 5 


« Jas he Robert ak Sarah Wyeth, late of Woodbridge; 


in Suffolk. He died on St. Agnes Iſland, in the 6gth year of 


bis ages the died on this iſland, in the 24d year of wy 
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« Here lieth the body of Jane, the wife of Thomas Brown, 
of Newcaſtle upon 'Tyne, maſter and mariner. He had born 
by her five ſons and one daughter. She died in he? paſſage 


, They were buried on the 1th and 17th of Auguſt, Anno 
; 3 1717. 5 


from Rochel, in France, May 4th, 1713. She was _ 


here May 6th SOD: ug the goth year of her age.” 


% Here lieth che body of Dinah, the wiſe. of George 


Hooper, who died the 5th day of April, Anno Domini, 1722, 


in the 22d year of her age. 
« In Cornwall was ſhe born, Cornwall ber vecdiag gave, 


60 . a n fix children and a grave. 25 


1 Hire lies the body of W of George and Dinah 


= Hers 13 58 the body of Crptaia James Boſtock, 


Who died November 26th, 1756, in the 33d year of his age, 
| He was the ſon of Roben Voſtock, " of end, in the 
; county of Kent. . 


| Several DEN coming from Minorca, put into Scilly 


with troops on board; ſome of the officers came aſhore for 
recreation, and went to ſhoot wild fowl ; this gentleman being 
in company with one of this iſland, took ſhelter -under a hedge 
during a ſhower ; in the mean time, by means of ſome buſhes 
_ catching hold of the trigger of a gun, which his companion 
then had in his hand, the gun went off, and ſhot this gentleman 
- in his hip ; he languiſhed ſeveral days i in great agony before 
he died, and begged that his companion might not be brought 
to any trouble, on account of this unfortunate accident, 


/ 3 Nas 6 TO 


Hooper, who died the 12th day of July, Ano Domini, 1720, 
in the 8 year of his age.“ 


- 
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« To the memory of the Rev. Herbert Lewis, fifteen years 
miniſter of theſe iſlands, died the 2gth of Gs one 1780, 
Htalis bo.” 


.«« Here he the. remains of Captain Robert Lambton, of 
"Newcaſtle upon Tyne. He died in conſequence of a wound 


received from a French privateer, off the Land's End, the 
17th day of January, 1781, aged 57 years. 
« In the commercial concerns of life, his character was 


reſpectable and exemplary. And from the noble feelings of 
the heart, his relations, and W in general will * . 
| OY revere his mance Ol | 


* In memory of Mr. John Goldfworthy, who died Ja 
nuary 1 ith, 1784, aged 25 years. | 
*The day comes haſt'ning on with ſpeed, 
When Chriſt ſhall come again, 
To raiſe the body of the ſaints, 
„ That they may with him reign. 
« Farewell my fellow ſaints behind, 
«« Do good the time you live, 
« For death e' er long ſhall ſummon you, 
« And give you no reprieve.” 


« Under the hopes of a glorious reſurrection the body of 
George Gore here reſts. He departed this life _ . "my of 
| os em 1791, aged 32 ppg 8 | | 


= . 


*% 


ol In memory of Thomas Jones, mariner, of Swanſea, 


Glamorganſhire, who e this life January 6th, 1792, | 


* 45 years. 
„ Behold the place where now I lie, 
6 As you are now ſo once was I, 
« As Iam now ſo you ſhall be 
60 Cut down by death and follow me.“ 


Here 


Here are ſeveral other monumental inſcriptions, ſome of 
which are ancient, but ſo mutilated, that they cannot F be diſ- 
OY made out and copied. 


| The bodies of Henry e Eſq. ſon of Sir 3 
Trelawney, Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter, Sir John Narborough, 


ſon-in-law to Sir Cloudefley Shovel, and Edmund Lodes, Eſq. 
Captain under Sir Cloudeſley Shovel in the Aſſociation, who 
were all drowned on Wedneſday night, being the. 22d of 
October, 1707, and were interred in the chancel of this church, | 
but no monument was ever erected for them here. | 


" Az @ ide dilance from the he Sande ths daglaia's 


' houſe, which was re-built at the expence of the Earl of 
Go dolphin in the year 1726; but being rebuilt with old ma- 
terials, it became ſo ruinous that the Rev. Mr. Lewis got ſome 

_ workmen to view it, and to make an eſtimate of the expence 


of the repairs then wanted, which he ſent to the Earl of 
Godolphin, and petitioned his Lordſhip to have it repaired, 


and to have the amount of the eſtimate, to pay the workmen, 
whom he had employed about it; as ſoon as he got the 


money allowed for the repairs, he diſcharged the workmen, 


left the parſonage-houſe, rented another houſe, and put the 
money to his own uſe ; he alſo took away the materials of the 
 parſonage-houſe to build a ſummer-houſe in a garden belong- 
ing to the houſe wherein he lived at Heugh Town ; the 

| ſteward then being in a very. poor ſtate of health, was not 
able to attend to his Lordſhip's affairs, and died ſoon after. 
When the workmen whom Mr. Lewis had employed about the 

| parſonage-houſe, demanded their wages of him, he had no 
money to pay them with; they then applied to his Lordſhip's 


new ſteward, and he attempted to ſtop Mr. Lewis's ſalary to 
pay the workmen, which gave riſe toa oreat quarrel between 


the ſteward and Mr. Lewis. When the matter was made ; 
known to the Earl of ee his Lordſhip forgave Mr. 
ee Lewis“ . 
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Lewis's breach of truſt, ordered his Reward not to moleſt him, 


and to pay the workmen. Some time afterwards a ſtorm car- 


ried away part of the roof of the church, and there being at 


that time no ſlate in the iſland to be got for the repair of the 
church, the ſteward ordered the workmen to take the ſlate off 

a ruinous part of the parſonage-houſe to repair the roof of 

the church with. As Mr. Lewis did not chuſe to live in the 


parſonage- houſe, and had got a large ſum for the purpoſe. of 
putting it in repair, but did not apply it accordingly, he could 


not complain to his Lordſhip againſt the ſteward for taking 
away the materials of the parſonage-houſe, to repair the 


church with, though the ſteward and he had ſome words about 


it. He let the parſonage-houſe to ſoldiers or any other poor 
people that he could get to live in it. During the late war in 
his time he let the parſonage-houſe to be uſed as an hoſpital 


for wounded ſoldiers, in conſequence of ſome tranſports being 


driven aſhore here and loſt, in their paſſage to England from 


Boſton, m America, after the battle of Bunker's Hill, - It was 


_ afterwards converted into a priſon for the confinement of ſome 


Spaniſh priſoners, who were captured by a privateer, that put 
into Scilly and was caft away, by which means the parſonage- 
houſe was become in a very ruinous ſtate. After Mr. Lewis 
died, his widow claimed ſome fixtures in the parſonage-houſe ; 
but as her huſband had not expended the money which he was 


allowed for repairs, in a proper manner, I thought ſhe had no 
right to take them away, and objected to it, without Lord 


Godolphin's approbation being firſt obtained. In conſequence 


of my objection Mrs. Lewis applied to Mr. Badcock, at that 
+ time ſteward here, and told him that the money which her 
huſband had from the Earl of Godolphin, was a preſent to him, 
either to repair the. parſonage-houſe with, or to furniſh himſelf | 
with another houſe, if he did not chufe to live inthe parſonage- 


houſe. The fteward told me thoſe fixtures, which Mrs. Lewis 
claimed, were undoubtedly her property, and could notbe kept 
from wy as "_ were not held * his books as * property 

of 
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of Lord Godolphis ; ; he ſaid that Lond Godolphin would 
undoubtedly put the parſonage-houſe in proper repair for me, 
and added that I could not expect his Lordſhip both to provide 
me a houſe, and furniſh it alſo; he adviſed me to purchaſe the 
fixtures of Mrs. Lewis as they then ſtood; fo I agreed to take 
them at a fair appraiſement, and paid her for them. Soon 
after Mr. Badcock reſigned the ſtewardſhip here, and left the 
iſland. Mr. Rowe, ſteward to Lord Godolphin in Cornwall, 
came to Scilly to ſee into the ſtate of his Lordſhip's affairs 
before another deputy Reward was appointed here. I defired 
him to take a view of the parſonage-houſe, amongſt the reſt 
of his Lordſhip's concerns, who upon ſeeing it, ſaid it was 
in ſo bad a ſtate, that he did not know what to do by it; at 
the ſame time he told me that the ſteward's-houſe, the parſon- 
age houſe, and the wind-mill, muſt be kept in repair by his 
| Lordſhip ; but if the iſlanders would not keep their houſes 
in repair themſelves, they, might let them go down. Mr. 
Rowe then told me that if I would advance the money to re- 
Pair the parſonage-houſe myſelf, it ſhould be repaid me when 
| the repairs were finiſhed, and upon theſe conditions that I 
might ſet about the repairs as ſoon as I pleaſed ; ſo I ſet about 
it immediately, and provided materials. When Mr. Philipps, 
the preſent ſteward, came here, he put a ſtop to my proceed- 
ings, and told me that I ſhould have another houſe in town in 
lieu of the parſonage-houſe, as the repairs to make it fit for . 
me, would put Lord Godolphin to more expence than needful, 
as his Lordſhip was advanced in years, he ſaid, and did not 
chuſe to lay out much money for the benefit of his ſucceſſor, 
and that he would fit up the parſonage-houſe for ordinary 
| tenants : He took poſſeſſion of the houſe, and put a poor wo- 
man into a part of it; he paid off the expences I had been 
at, took the materials I had provided, which he converted to 
ſome other purpoſe, and likewiſe the fixtures I purchaſed.of 
Mrs. Lewis, as the property of Lord Godolphin, without pay- 
ing me e for hams and: when 1 demanded them to be . e 
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I was told they had been made uſe of upon his Lordſhip's 
eſtate, I ſaw the bars of my kitchen grate cut up by a ſmith 
to make gratings for the gully-holes in the ſtreet, which the | 
ſmith told me was done by the ſteward's order. I do not 
think it juſt and right to be deprived of what I had purchaſed 
in ſuch a manner, but I am without the means of redreſs 95 


I was kept in ſuſpence for ſome years abqut having a houſe i in 
lieu of the parſonage-houſe, the ſtones of which the ſteward 


carried off to repair the fences of his fields; and as I had lent 
a conſiderable ſum to the perſon I then boarded with to pur- 


chaſe goods that had been got out of a foreign ſhip that was 
loſt upon Golden Ball Bar, thinking that my landlord would 


repay me as ſoon as he had ſold the goods, which he did to a 
good advantage ; but I found, when he had diſpoſed of the 


goods, he appropriated the money to provide neceſſaries for 


his diſtreſſed family, and to ſatisfy the demands of ſome of 
his clamorous creditors ; as I was civilly treated by my land- 


lord and his family at that time, 1 thought it better to remain £ 
quietly with him, to eat out the debt due to me, rather than 
diſtreſs him by inſiſting upon prompt payment; this being 
the caſe I was not ſo deſirous of a houſe as I otherwiſe might 


have been, and when 1 found that I was not likely to have any 
houſe according to promiſe, I repeatedly wrote to Mr. Rowe 


to deſire, that the parſonage-houſe might be put in repair, 
| who wrote me for anſwer, that it ſhould be put in proper re- 
pair for me, when 1 chuſed to make it my reſidence ; by 
this means the repairs were put off till Lord Godolphin died. a 
Some time afterwards a Captain of a man of war was in the 
church-yard, and ſeeing the ruinous ſtate of the parſonage- 


houſe, aſked me why it was left to go ſo much out of repair. 


AF explained the reaſon to him. He adviſed me to. repair it 
my ſelf, as the ſteward had directed me, and to truſt to the 
| Lord's generoſity, who, he told me, would undoubtedly make 
me a ſufficient recompence for the trouble and expence that! 
lei ba at in the pry: of it. He ſaid the Lord being 


— 
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e r 74 
Secretary of State, he perhaps could not have leiſure to attend 
to his own affairs, but truſted to his ſtewards; and obſerved 
that the chief thing Rewards, in general, mind, is to get all 
they can for themſelves, while they have an opportunity. 
He ſeemed to think that if theſe iſlands had been the ſteward's 
own eſtate, that he would not have ſuffered the parſonage- | 
| houſe to be out of repair in ſo ſhameful a manner. Before 1 
| ſet about the repairs I thought it proper to ſtate the ruinous 
condition of the houſe to my patron, and to inform him that 
I would repair it at my own expence, and truſt to his Lord- 
ſhip's generoſity for what recompence he ſhould think proper 
to beſtow upon me, ſuppoſing that if he did not think proper 
to allow me ſomething towards the expence, that he would 


have forbid me to take it in hand to fink ſo much of my | 


money, to my diſadvantage; and as 1 received no anſwer I 
| concluded that his Lordſhip approved of my propoſal, and 
that he would not bear too hard upon my credulity, as I am 


only a tenant at will, as the ſteward or any other of his Lord- 


ſhip's ſervants are. I always heard, from men of all parties, ſo 
great a character of my noble patron, that I ventured to put 

the parſonage-houſe in complete repair at my own expence, 
that no perſon ſhould have room to ſay that I miſapplied his 


money, or abuſed his confidence, as my predeceſſor did, 1 No 


have truſted to his generoſity to allow me what recompence 
he may think proper towards the expence, and as a requital 
for my riſk and trouble; and whether or not I ſhall be allowed 
any conſideration, for laying out ſo much money, ſome years 
ſalary, for the benefit of my ſucceſſors, time muſt ſhew. Se- N 
veral people thought I was doing wrong, and againſt my own 
intereſt, to fink my property in ſuch a manner, as the favour | 
and generoſity of many men is not to be depended upon, and 


ülfe is very uncertain; ; and moreover if the expences of the 


repairs were not allowed me, I might thereby be hindered from 


15 preferment, as has happened. Since I finiſhed the repairs, 


A brig of conſiderable value, in the gift of a near Fare of __ 
"SF. . 
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16 4 DESCRIPTION of th 


mine, became vacant, which was offered to me, but as I had 


not been allowed part of the expences of repairing this par- 


ſonage-houſe, I could not with propriety accept the living 


aforeſaid upon the conditions that it was offered me. If I had ; 
not taken in hand to repair this parſonage-houſe, it proventy” 


woure have been all carried away before this time. 


After the 40 of the * Earl of 8 Mr. Lewis 


repreſented to the late Lord Godolphin how the ſea had en- 


ſented, but was not inhabited by Mr. Lewis. When his Lord- 
ſhip found that Mr. Lewis did not reſide in the parſonage- 
| Houſe, he ſuſpected that Mr. Lewis wanted to have money 


croached upon the end of the parſonage-houſe, and craved 


that his ' Lordſhip would be pleaſed to order a bulwark to be 


built to protect the church and the parſonage-houſe from the 
violence of the ſea, as the parſonage-honſe in particular was 
in great danger of being beat down. His Lordſhip ſent to 
his ſteward to make his report; the ſteward let his Lordſhip 


know that the parſonage-houſe was in danger as was repre- 


from him, under the pretence of catrying-on repairs, and as 


he had got money from the Earl, which was not laid ont upon | 
repairing the rene bis Lordſhip did not think 


s with the management of repairs . 
as whe. Biel of: Godolphin Gd, and 2 an ed to = 


Proper to truſt Mr. Lewi 


and ths parſorage heath from the encrothiicht of the ſea : | 


but the foundation thereof not being properly laid, the ſea 


Has undermined it, and beat it down in ſeveral parts. The 


' ſteward ſays he has repreſented the encroachment of the ſea, 


and how it has beat down the bulwark, and had for an anſwer 


that I muſt repair it myſelf; but as Tam only a tenant at will, 


and have been already at ſo heavy an expence in repairs, T 

cannot afford to lay out more money in ſuch a manner, ſo the 

church and the parſonage-houſe muſt take their chance, if his 

dane Duke of Leeds does not think 8 to protect 
. them, 
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them, in the fame manner as s hit noble anceſiors have cons. I: in 
e po 


Between the parſonage-houſe and Old Town is a green 


land lying on the left hand of the road to the Northward, 


length, and as much in breadth. This marſh, by its low 
ſituation and ready communication with the ſea, next the 


Southern part of the iſland, is ſubje& to be overflowed by the 


© ridge edged with ſand next the ſea, which is of great im- 
portance to keep the ſea from overflowing the low marſhy 


which extends from the S. to the N. ſea, about half a mile in 


— 


high ſpring tides; eſpecially when theſe tides are lifted, and 


driven over the moor banks by ſtrong Southerly winds. 


There is a drain cut through the miry ground and the ſand 


banks, and nothing but continual attention and frequent re- 
pairs will keep it open. This marſh is called the Nether 
Moors, where plenty of mullets and eels are caught in the 

| ſummer ſeaſon, and wild fowls abound here in the winter 
ſeaſon. This marſh is ſeldom free from ſalt- water more or 


About two hundred and eighty yards from the parſonage- 
| houſe to the Eaſtward, ſtands Old Town, bordering upon the 
ea, near a ſmall cove which opens to the S. This was for- 
merly the principal place of dwelling in this iſland ; it con- 
ſiſts of ſeveral convenient houſes, ſuitable to the dwellers, 
who live by fiſhing, farming, ſelling liquors, and piloting 
ſhips. On the N. E. fide of the entrance of this town ſtands 
an eminence called Old Town Caſtle, which is faid to have 
been built by one of the Earls of Cornwall; but only ſome -_ 
parts of the walls now remain. This caſtle has been a long 
time in ruins, for Leland, who was Library-keeper to King 
Henry the Eighth, and the greateſt antiquarian of his time, 

calls it a moderately ſtrong pile, but diſmantled. It is now 
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3 DESCRIPTION of the 


ſaid that the beſt part of its materials were taken away when 
his Majeſty's Star Caſtle was * 


N the N. corner of Old Town Bay is a large ſtone trough, 
which conſiſts of only one ſtone, and will hold eighteen Win⸗ 
Cheſter buſhels ; it was dug from a quarry, upon Sallakee | 
Downs, about half a mile diſtant, and was formerly uſed for 
falting fiſh in, as this was the place where formerly all the fiſh, 
from every iſland, was brought to be cured, when ſtages were 
erected in a field adjoining, for drying the fiſh in the ſun. 
About ten yards from this trough is a large round ſtone, about 
nine feet high, which ſtands upon a platform of natural rock, 
like the rock in St. Martin's Iſland, called the Bowl. There 
are ſeveral ſuch curious ones in different parts of this and the 
adjacent iſlands, ſet up either for monuments, or for objects of 


5 religious worſhip, when the ſuperſtitious Druids 3 | 
_ theſe iſlands. 


85 The beſt reaſon that can be given why in many places of 
theſe iſlands, there are ſtill to be found ſo many remains of 
idolatry, is that the Druids, who were a ſet of impoſtors, 

chuſed thoſe places where they might inſtruct their novices in 
the whole myſtery of iniquity, without divulging the ſecret. 
to their deluded votaries. Wickedneſs hates the light, and 
does not chuſe to be ſeen ; it cannot bear the teſt of publick 

enquiry, and therefore no places could be more proper for 
carrying on their ſchemes than unfrequented d | 


At a little: diſtance from the large . * 0 
mentioned is a ſmall pier, where fiſhermen keep their boats, - 
which in bad weather are often in danger of being daſhed in 

pieces, as the ſea overflows the Joe at ſpring tides, when the ; 
wind owt ee Southard: e a Ws I I own We 
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About one hundred yards from. Old Town Pier to the E. 
and about fifty yards from the ſea ſhore, is a large heap of 
ragged rocks, called the Middle Karn of Porth Minick, 

ſituated in the field where ſtages were formerly erected for dry- : 

ing fiſh. About thirty yards to the S. of this heap of rocks, 

In an adjacent field, is a ſod battery, which fronts a headland, 

called the Tolman Point, where is now only one gun, a four- 

- Pounder, diſmounted: There were three guns upon this bat- | 
tery within fifty years paſt, two of which were taken away, 

about forty years ago, by order of the government, Tolman 
Point is about two hundred yards to the S. from this old ſod 

battery, which was erected upon an eminence, called the Tol- 
man, and commands the entrance both of Porth Minick and 
Old Town Bay. Tolman Point and the head of Peninis Land 
form Old Town Bay, which is both rocky and expoſed to the 
Southern ſea, ſo it is not convenient for ſhips to come into; 
but the pool is round, and the rocks and looſe ſtones which ; 
now incumber it, might eaſily be removed, and make a jetty- 
head on each ſide of the entrance, which would be of great uſe 
| to the pilots in ſtrong Eaſterly winds, when they cannot get 
out to pilot ſhips from the other parts of this iſland, At the 
entrance of this bay, near half way between Tolman Point 
and Karn Leh, is a rock always above water, called the Gull 

| Rock. About three quarters of a mile to the S. from Gull 
Rock is another rock, called the Gilſtone, which is juſt above 

| water, and is covered at ſpring tides about an hour ebb. 

In the year 1689 a tranſport ſhip coming out of St. Mary's 
| Road, ſtruck upon a rock in St. Mary's Sound, called the 

Woolpack; the Captain, thinking he had not received much 

damage, kept on his courſe, and when he came near this rock, 

he found the veſſel made ſo much water, that every perſon oa 
board got upon this rock, and by that means ſaved their lives, | 
1 and the "es ſunk ene cow 177 . 5 
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To the E. of Tolinas Point is a ſmall bay called Porth 
Minick, in which is a rock, dry at low water, called Bay 
Mark. In the year 1767 a ſmall veſſel foundered off this 
bay, about half a mile from the ſhore; two men ſwam from 
the veſſel; one, in attempting to get upon this rock, ſunk 

_ cloſe by it, there being a heavy ſea, at that time tumbling in, 
and a very ftrong ſtorm; the other man kept ſwimming towards 
tte ſignals made to him by the people on ſhore, and was ſaved 

in the middle of the head of this bay. About thirty yards 
from the ſhore is a rock near ten feet high, and about twenty 
feet long; cloſe by this rock are ſeveral ſmall ones in the form 
of a grave, at the end of which is a ſtone ſeven feet high, 
and three feet wide, which was probably ſet up here for a 
monument, There is a group of rocks piled upon each other, 
about one hundred yards to the Southward, near the ſame 
diſtance from the ſhore, upon the land, and about one hundred 
feet high from the high water mark, called Blue Rock. 
Betwixt this and the laſt mentioned rock, is a breaſt work, 
cloſe along ſhore, which was caſt up to prevent an enemy from 
landing in Porth Minick. To che E. from Blue Karn is 
Church Ledge Bay, where is a dangerous rock in the ſea, 
about two hundred yards from the ſhore, which appears at low 
water; many maſters of veſſels have been deceived by this 
rock, and have ſtruck upon it, as there is deep water all 
around it, The mark which fiſhermen and pilots take to go 
upon it, is to bring the church and the higheſt part of Tol- 
man Point in a direct line, The fide mark is Church Ledge 
Karn aſhore, to the E. of this bay, This e . 

: rock i 1s called the Church 1 of 8 N 

Cloſe FRY a ledge of ak; runs from the ſhore a 9 9 
ble way into the ſea, uncovered at low water, where a ſoldier 
was fiſhing in the year 1786, who, in ſtepping over a chaſm 
of the rock, miſſed his footing, and was drowned. On the 
E. of this ledge of rocks is Giants Caſtle Bay. 
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thick. It has the name of the Giants Caſtle, becauſe in theſe | 
iſlands, all extraordinary works are, by the common people, 
attributed to giants or the Devil. It was probably deſigned 
by the Danes as a retreat from the Saxons, in caſe they ſnould 
be cut off from their ſhips, and certainly it muſt have been a 
place of great ſtrength in thoſe . * if OT had f 
_ FORE: of pos within i it. 
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17 a lofty eminence at the E. corner of this bay are the 
remains of a fort, ſuppoſed to have been built by the Danes, 


which towards the ſea is an immenſe crag of rocks, about one 
hundred feet high, as if heaped upon each other. This heap 
or turret of rocks, has a ſudden decline, but not ſo rough to- 


wards the land, as towards the ſea ; it then ſpreads to join the 


downs, where, at the foot of this hill, it has firſt a ditch, 
croſſing the neck of land from ſea to ſea ; and then a low | 
5 rampart in the ſame direction. After this there is another 
ditch, with a higher vallum; and laſtly, near the top of the 
crag, there was a wall of ſtone ſurrounding every part of it, 
unleſs where the natural rocks were a ſufficient ſecurity. 


This wall by its ruins appears to have been very high and 


On the J W. ade of this waives; upon which Giants 


5 Calle! is ſituated, is a rock about ten feet long, and ſeven feet 

broad, and near five feet and ſix inches thick, which bears 

upon another rock with a ſharp edge, and is ſo nicely poiſed 
that with a gentle puſh it may be put in motion, and may be 
kept moving to and fro, like the beam of a pair of ſcales, 
equally poiſed, with a man's little finger, and, after it is let go, 
it keeps in motion to and fro, for a conſiderable time before it 
reſts and comes to its centre of gravity again. A child fix 


years old has been ſeen to put it in motion, and to keep it mov- 


175 . 8 About 


* 


5 ing to and fro, but one thouſand men, without the aſſiſtance of i : 
ſome mechanical e cannot cn it out of its place, whols 
_ as it now is. | | 


| 

' 

1 
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lj | if | About one hundred yards from the ſhore under this pro- 
| 5 1 montory is a ſunken ledge, without a name, upon which four 
| I | 9 fiihermen were loft, as they were haling up their lobſter pots, 
[li 19, by the ſea breaking in upon them, which filled their boat, 

lt and ſunk it. All the men were taken up afterwards, and the 


_— 
S 


boat likewiſe was taken up, where ſhe ſunk. - This accident 
happened on the 4th day of May, 1785. Near half way 
down the hill, next the ſea, is a cave, among the rocks, called 
Tom Butt's Bed, which is very dangerous and difficult to get 
at, the ground being ſo ſteep about it, ſo called from a boy 
Who. concealed himſelf in it, three days and three nights, in 


- 
4" 8 th 


123 
r. r 


= " — 
— — a * 


3 472 * — 
—— — — 
e 


0 the reign of Queen Ann, for fear of being impreſſed on board 
16 a man of war; he was found by ſome boys who were hunting 
$i rabbits here with dogs that ſmelled him, and kept a howling 
13 noiſe ; the boys, being prompted by curioſity, ventured to go 


and ſee what the dogs had found; they afterwards ſupplied 
the boy with victuals till the man of war went to ſea, when 


og 8; — — —— | —— r 
« #8 p/n 


| 116 he came out of this place of concealment, and went to ſea 

| Witt 5 again of his own free will. By this means he got rid of a 

[li 0 maſter that had uſed him ill. A little farther Eaſtward is 
q | i Porth Loggos, where a veſſel was loſt, laden with ſalt, in 1771. 

. One of this veſſel's anchors was ſtolen, which was ms 
| | found upon Sallakee Downs, covered with ſtones. 

(WK | 
|; bi the tag of he e ic ter . th ln. 
h [i 2 Druidical temple, the floor is a natural rock, the back of 

Whit | which ſeems to have been cleared of all unevenneſs ; it mea- 
W118 ſures one hundred and ſeventy feet from N. to 8. and one 
ij 5 e hundred and thirty eight feet from E. to W. On the edges 

| "0 | of the area, are nine vaſt ſtones remaining, with others of a 
| \f | 0 oy ſmaller ſiae, placed in a circular line; but there is no unifor- 

181116 mity in their ſhape or diſtances. One ſtone on the W. N. W. 
| I | | fide of this temple, is ſeven feet ten inches high from the 
| 1 i „ ground; and its front, towards the centre, is twenty feet long; 
1 1 4" is forty vs feet! in e girth, ane has n curious baſons | 
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funk into the top of it, which muſt have been ſome way or 
other ſubſervient to the purpoſes of the Druid ſuperſtition: 

A rude pillar now fallen down lies about five paces from it 
within the circle. There are three other rocks within the 
circle with baſons ſunk into them, but ſeveral of them are 
much broke, and this temple has ſuffered greatly, as many of 
the ſtones have been cut and carried off for building. There 
| muſt have been ſomething wonderfully grand in this large 
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circle of ſtones, which at firſt were ereQ, as appears from that 
part of the circumference where the ſtones now remain. 


About one hundred yards W. N. W. from theſe ſtones is one 
of a large fize fallen down, but whether it belonged to this 
temple, or was placed there for any other purpoſe is not cer- 

tainly known. It is about ten feet long. The common 


opinion is that it was the pillar to which the victim was 


faſtened, when facrifices were offered up in this temple, while 
the prieſt made ready, and had performed ſuch ceremonies as 
were practiſed before he began to ſacrifice. The floor of chis 
temple conſiſting only of a ſingle rock, is a proof that the 
eCircle was intended for a place of worſhip, and in many dif- 
| ferent parts of it are baſons, formed with great art, in the 


fame manner as thoſe upon the tops of the nine ſtones before 


mentioned, and upon thoſe large ſtones within the circle. 
There are many irregular furrows, traverſing the ſurface of 
the platform, cut out of the ſolid rock, like ſo many little 
_ valleys, with ridges or partitions betwixt them. They ſeem 


to be the work of art, and are greatly mutilated by the de- 


vouring hand of time, but what was the intention of them, 
is hard for me to give a ſatisfactory account. Such rocks as 

theſe might probably be appropriated to the holy fires of the 

| Druids, and channeled thus that the prieſt might the better 
collect and preſerve the ſacred embers, of which the Druids 
made great gain in Britain, as the Magi anciently did, and 
ctcteir followers do ſtill in Perſia. Some of theſe furrows cut 
wo into the rocks are found tot more than two inches wide, and 5 
. wt 15 1 py of 
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of about the ſame depth, and when of fuch dimenſions, and in 
a wavy ſerpentine direction, they might be deſigned as channels 


for the blood of the victim to run into, for to divine by; 
ſuch curious meanders formed one of the Druidical abomt- | 


nations. 


There are no religious monuments of the Monkiſh kind in 


theſe iſlands; but of the Druids there are many, particularly 
circles of ſtones ſtanding erect. Theſe were probably places 
of worſhip in the times of the Druids ; they reſemble the 
temple above mentioned, and conſiſt of detached pillars, 
placed at undetermined diflances, as is uſual elſewhere. 


4 


About two a yards to the E. from the aforeſaid 


temple are two ſepulchral burrows upon the higheſt part of 


the hill, about ſixteen yards apart; there are alſo ſome more 


ſepulchral burrows of the ſame kind on the Weſtern fide of 


the temple, upon the plain, but they are not ſo apparent. 


| Beſides theſe monuments of Druidical worſhip, there are many 
of theſe tombs, or as they are called, barrows or burrows, in 
which the remains of theſe idolaters were interred. Some 
of them are in caves, and others on the tops of hills, but 
moſtly in the ſame form, and generally near to their places of 
Vworſhip. Nothing is more natural for thoſe who believe the 
immortality of the ſoul, than to defire that their bones may 


be laid in or near thoſe places which they conſidered as ſacred, 


and as human inventions will always creep into the moſt di- 


vine inſtitutions, we may naturally aſcribe to that notion our 


* eſent e of Sony! in e 


At je . ſuppoſe chat in tome of theſe tomb op 
ſepulchral burrows the Druids were buried, with their wives 

and children, for although they were idolaters, yet they - 
ſeemed to have been more natural in their conception than 
the * for they allowed. the oP to marry. The 


Pagan 
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Pagan Romans improved upon che barbarous notions of che 


Celtic nations, and thoſe who are acquainted with the claſſic 
authors will find many of the maxims of the church of Rome 
bear a ſtriking reſemblance to the principles of religion * 


were e wo the Pagans, 


About half a mils N. E. of the. Giants Caſtle on the w. 
fide of Porth Hellick ſtands a large rock, flat upon the top, 
called Drum Rock, which reſts upon two others, but does not 
touch them more than three feet at the bottom. It is forty 
feet in girth from the top to the bottom, and has one very 
regular round baſon near the top, without any ſign of having 
had any more. It is from its baſis to the top fifteen feet, and 


is ſuppoſed to have been a monument of the Druids, or elſe an 
object of religious worſhip. The baſis upon which it ſtands is 
three feet above the ground on the W. fide, and on the E. fide. 


it exceeds thirty feet in height. In the ſame neighbourhood 
are many prodigious ſtones placed upon ſmaller ones, where 


the Druids uſed to ſacrifice, it being the notion of theſe 


idolaters, that after a thing was once conſecrated to a ſacred 


uſe, it ought never to touch the ground. The art as well as 


ſtrength, that muſt be uſed in raiſing theſe ſtones is really 


: amazing; and if the Pagans were at ſo much labour and ex- 
pence to raiſe altars to falſe Gods, how much ought Chriſtians 


to adore that infinite mercy which has delivered them from 


ſuch darkneſs, and be more earneſt in the worſhip of the true 
| God? ? | 8 


Upon Sallakee Downs, about a quarter of a mile due N, 
from Giants Caſtle, upon the ſummit of the riſing ground, 
called Wardhill, is a circle of ſtones thirty-ſix feet in dia- 


meter; and within chat i is another leſs circle of ſtones of ten 


feet diameter, i in the centre of which i is a large flat ſtone with 


a hole quite through i it, ſixteen inches ſquare, ſuppoſed to have 


been for ang a ag af When Giants Calls, or FIR calle 
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at Old Town were in their glory, this * che higheſt land i in 
the „ 


There is a large heap of rocks upon Porth Hellick Hill, 
about three hundred yards S. W. from Drum Rock, and in a 


line with it and Giants Caſtle, on the tops of which are ſe- 


veral rock baſons. On the W. ſide of Porth Hellick are ſome 
rocks in the ſea, ſeveral of which are above high water, 
called Newfoundland, and from which extends to the S. E. a 
long range of rocks, about four hundred yards in length, 
which are very dangerous to veſſels that may happen to come 
near them. The mark which fiſhermen have to go clear of 
them is to keep Longftone-houſe upon high ground to the 
N. W. in a line with a large rock, in the middle of Porth 


Hellick, always above water, called Shrimp Rock, where that 


kind of ſhell fiſh abounds. On the N. W. fide of Drum 
Rock is Clay Burrow Hill, where rabbits breed and are I 
FR 


From Giant's Caſtle about N. and near half a mile is a 
farm-houſe, called Sallakee; and about a quarter of a mile 


further N. N. E. is another farm-houſe, called Tremulithen, 


about which are ſome groves of trees, pleaſant fields, and 


gardens, To the E. from this farm-houſe, about a quarter of 


a mile, is a large freſh water pool or marſh, called the Upper 

Moors, which is about half a mile long and ſour hundred yards 

broad, which abounds with mullets, and other kinds of fiſn, 

particularly eels. In this marſny ground in the winter, is 

plenty of all kinds of wild fowl, where any gentleman may 
divert himſelf with ſhooting. Near a quarter of a mile N. 

E. from this pool is a village, which conſiſts of ſeveral farm- 
houſes, and ſome cottages, called Karn Friars, on account of a 


heap of rocks cloſe by, ſo denominated. Near the place where 


this pool empties itſelf into the ſea, upon the bank of Porth 
* 1 Fe in the ſand, Where Sir Cloudeſley Shovel was - 
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buried, who was caſt aſhore here upon a raft of the veſſel, 
after he was ſhipwrecked in the year 1707, and his body was 
taken' up near this place. Some relate that he was firft found 
upon a hatch of the veſſel, with a little dog by him, he endea- 
vouring to ſave himſelf, by that means. He was firſt found 
by a ſoldier belonging to the garriſon and his wife, naked, 
and not to be diſtinguiſhed from the moſt ordinary ſailor 
under his command, and here he was buried, by thoſe who 
found him, a bank of ſand offering itſelf very opportunely 
for that purpoſe. It was rumoured that his body was caſt on 
| ſhore, which was afterwards ſought and diſcovered by the 
marks upon it, where be had been wounded, and was removed 
from thence by the purſer of the Arundel on board that ſhip 
in the harbour, where he was embalmed by order of the com- 
mander. His body was from thence conveyed to Plymouth 
by the Saliſbury, lying in Rate there, in the citadel, till Lady 
Shovel ordered the removal of it to her houſe in Soho-ſquare, 
London. After the honours done him at Soho, with a ſolem- 
_ nity deeply expreſſing his Lady's and the publick concern, 
his body was depoſited in Weſtminſter Abbey, among the 
| heroes of renown, where the ſad memorable ſtory was written 
upon his tomb-ſtone, His Lady is ſaid to have rewarded the 
ſoldier, who firſt found the body, with a penſion ; he preſented 
to her the diamond ring which he took from Sir Cloudeſley's 
finger, which her Ladyſhip recognized, and was by it aſſured. 
that the ſoldier was not an impoſtor. A little pit in the ſand, _ 
upon Porth Hellick Bank, till ſhews where the ſoldier and his £ 
wife buried Sir Cloudeſley Shovel's body; the pit never fills 
up with ſand, in the greateſt ſtorms, ans what i 1s remarkable, | 
no 8 ever e — it. 

1 About one hundred yards from the pit 1 sit Cloudeſley 
| Shovel was buried in the ſand, is a vaſt ſtone, fifty-two feet in 
girth, formerly more, but a large piece ſplit off either by 
lightning, or ſome natural defect in the ſtone, lies by it, and 
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- Abb 8 tide baſon on the top of it; this rock at a diſtance, off 
at ſea, appears like the tower of a church; it is cloſe to the 


ſhore and abovt ſixty feet high, above high water mark, and is 


called Dick's Karn. On the S. ſide of this karn, in the 
middle of Porth Hellick, is Shrimp Rock, near which on the 
land is Karn Nore, from which Eaſtward a breaſt work has 


been caſt up upon the ſhore, for the defence of this bay, about 
one hundred and fifty yards long. At the E. end of this 
breaſt work, is a ſcattering heap of rocks, very large and cu- 
rious, of different forms and fizes, called Clapper Rocks. 


Near two hundred yards from theſe rocks on the S. E. ſide, is 


a promontory, called the Outer Point of Porth Hellick. 


Upon the top of the hill, about two hundred yards E. is Old 


Rock, upon which are ſeveral rock baſons of different dimen- 


ſions; on the N. fide of this rock is a ſepulchral burrow. 
About one hundred yards to the N. from this ſepulchral bur- 
row, and due E. from Dick's Karn, is another ſepulchral bur- 
row, called Peter's Burrow, on the N. fide of which are ſeve- 
ral curious. round topped rocks. To the N. W. about one 


hundred yards is another ſepulchral burrow, and another due 


N. and near the ſame diſtance. All theſe ſepulchral burrows 


are nearly of the ſame ſize and form, and muſt have been erec- 


ted at a great expence and trouble. About a quarter of a 
mile N. E. from Old Rock, and about two hundred yards 


from the laſt mentioned burrow, is a large rock of a ſpherical 
form, about fifteen feet high, and near fifty feet in circumfe- 


rence, called the Sun Rock, which ſtands clear of the ground, 


upon another large rock which it touches only upon a ſmall 


part, and not more than the ſurface of two feet. It is kept 


from falling, by leaning againſt the ſharp corner of another 
rock on the W. ſide; it is ſuppoſed to have been an object of 


Druidical ſuperſtition, like Drum Rock, which is ſituated 
about half a mile to the S. W. The reaſon why they, and 
other like objects of ſuperſtitious worſhip, are placed upon 
5 other rocks i in e a manner, is Waren to be that the ſacred 


rock 
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| rock ſhould be kept from che ground; it having been a prin- 
ciple of the Druids, that things dedicated to a ſacred oy | 
ſhould never be — 8 9 the earth. 


As there are many fepulchral burrows near this place, i it is 
not improbable but this rock might have been an altar whereon 
ſacrifices were offered to Apollo, by the Druids, or by the 
| Pheenicians when they traded to theſe iſlands. The Phceni- 
cians adopted the religious rites of the ancient Egyptians, 
who were not only inventors of arts, but the authors of the 
groſſeſt ſuperſtitions. And what ſeems to ſtrengthen this ſup- 
| Poſition, is, altars were commonly placed near the repoſitories 
of the dead, that by a proſpect of the graves and monuments 
of their friends, the religious might be brought to a fit temper 

and diſpoſition of mind. Nothing being more apt to raiſe | 

devotion, than ſerious thoughts upon death and mortality. 
Altars originally were made of earth, turf, or rude ſtones, 
and were placed moſtly upon eminences, and always uncovered, 
| when religious votaries worſhipped neither in temples nor by 
images, but offered prayer, with odours, and ſacrifices imme- 
_ diately under Heaven, the habitation of the Moſt High, : 
whom the Phœnicians worſhipped, and called him Beel Samen, 
which in their language fignified Lord of Heaven. The 
| ſuperſtition of raiſing and conſecrating altars to the honour 
of the Deities, was a practice very uſual with the ancients; 3 
an inſtance whereof we have in Alexander, who returning 
from his Indian expedition, erected altars in height ſcarce in- 
ferior to the moſt lofty towers, and in breadth exceeded them. 
As far as we can penetrate into the dark receſſes of antiquity, 
_ the moſt ancient worſhip upon record in the world, ſeems to 
have been that of One. God, the Governor of all Things. . 
N worſhip that does not appear to have been confined to any 
nation or tribe, but to have prevailed all over the Eaſt. Of 
all created things within the proſpect of man, the ſun was the 
| moſt e andthe moſt likely to gain his attention firſt, and 
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next his wonder, and his worſhip. Accordingly it had been 
conſidered from the beginning as the great and primary. 
emblem of the divinity, being vot only the molt beautiful of 
all bodies in its appearance, but the moſt beneſicent in its 
effedis ; the regulator of the ſeaſons, and the natural parent of 


light and fertility. The Pheenicians, who were. very ava- 


ricious, and ſo intent upon trade and commerce, that they did 


not allow themſelves leiſure to enquire-into the nature of their 
own religious ſyſtem, but every thing that was Egyptian 
they readily adopted. And the very names of the Gods 


they worſhipped were take upon truſt, as they entertained ſo 


favourable an opinion of the wiſdom of the Egyptians, who, 
at that time were famed for all manner of literature, particu- 


larly philoſophy, aſtronomy, and hieroglyphics, ſo the Phœni- 
cians by means of their extenſive commerce, and want of the 
knowledge of the true God, ſpread idolatry in the remoteſt 


5 parts of the world then diſcovered. It appears from the ac- 
count we have of the theology of the ancients, that the 
þ Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans worſhipped only one Al- 
mighty, Independent Being, whom they ſtiled the Father of 
Gods and Men, with a ſupreme adoration, and that the ſe- 
veral ſuperior deities publickly worſhipped, were only dif- 


ferent names or attributes of the ſame God. The Egyptians, 


above all the reſt, are ſaid to bave hatched the better part of 


religious rites that prevailed over the world, and the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars, were the firſt objects of their adoration. The 
ignorant Phœnicians borrowed the corruptions of idolatry 
from the Egyptians, and recommended them to the Greeks, . 
who taught them to the Romans, and ſo they ſpread by de- 


grees all over the world, The influence of the ſun, and his. 


various effects upon human bodies, and upon all the animal 
and vegetable race, nicely account for his | jarring attributes ; 3 
the worſhip of which, is the moſt obvious and general ſpecies 


of idolatry, varied into a thouſand ſhapes, widely ſpread; and 


of 6: longeſt continuance, nor is it any wonder that men 


ignorant. | 
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| ipnorant of a higher claſs ſhould adore fo bright: an objeQ, at 
_ Whoſe receſs the world mourns, the heavens lour, the ſtars ab- 
ſcond, and the earth is ſtript of her fruits and verdure; - where- 
as all nature {miles at his return; 3 the ſeas are calm, the ri- 
vers clear, the ſky ſerene, the air benign, and birds, beaſts, | 


plants, and men revive at the touch of his enlivening ray. 
Well therefore might the Phœnicians worſhip this mighty 


ſource. of life and love; and as they were very expert in the 


art of navigation, and traded with the ancient inhabitants of 


1 8 theſe iſlands, it is no wonder that they who were ſo ſuperſti- 


tious, ſhould introduce their religious rites. as well as their 


manners and cuſtoms, 1 8 thoſe people with whom they 


had intercourſe and traffick, 


At a little diſtance from "a Rock, towards the ſea 


ſhore, i is a rock, called the Giants Chair ; ; it is in the form of 
9 fount, cut out of a natural rock; and is like a chair i in which 


one perſon can ſit. It was probably a ſeat in which the Arch 
D ruid fat, to obſerve the riſing ſun. This was an ancient in- 
ſtance of idolatry, for the Heathens not knowing God, and 


_ ſeeing ſo great light, comfort, and influence, on theſe lower 
bodies, in the ſun and moon did gaze upon them, as upon 


/ 


Gods, and worſhipped them accordingly, as if there were no 


higher light, and the prieſts that miniſtered in the ſacred offices 


turned their faces towards the Eaſt, and they worſhipped the 


8 ſun towards the Eaſt, i. e. the riſing ſun. Ezekiel viii. 16. 


About fifty yards towards the E. and cloſe to the ſea ſhore, is 


| another rock, called Jackey's Point, and about ene hundred 


yards N. from the Sun Rock, is another large one, called 


Mark Rock, almoſt globular, about fifteen feet high, and about 


fifty two feet i in circumference. On the 8. fide of this rock 
2 is A large round ſtone. trough, almoſt even with the earth, and 
about fix feet diameter within, a piece is broken off from the 
N. fide 45 it, and its depth is not known, becauſe it is al- 


| molt fill i 8 wi earth. It ſeems to have been a great laver 
e * &.. 7 | wherein. 
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F the prieſis uſed to waſh themſelves before they of 


fered facrifice, having firſt ſanctified the water by throwing 


in the aſhes of a victim, that had been lain for the ſacrifice. 
A few yards from Mark Rock is another rock with a ſharp 
top like the ridge of a houſe, called Horſe Rock, about | 
tw ene feet long and eight feet a a 


About a quarter of a mile due N. from Mark Rock, and 
about two hundred yards from the ſea is a large rock, which 


ſtands upon another large flat one, about two feet high from 
the ground; it meaſures ſeven feet in height, and forty feet 


in circumference. It does not touch the under rock, upon 
which it ſtands, more than the ſurface of two feet, and upon 
the top of the under rock are two large baſons cut into it. 


Several other large ones ſtand, at a little diſtance around, in a 


circular farm; theſe are called, the Water Rocks. The 
large one in the centre, chat reſts upon another flat one, like 


the Sun Rock, was probably an ol of the Druidical | ; 
ſuperſtition. | 


+ 


7-8 does not appear either from Cæſar, or any other author, 
 - that the Druids worſhipped images, but that might be owing . . 
to their not underſtanding properly what the Druids uſed for 5 

| images, becauſe we meet with ſeveral other ſtones like this, 


in this and the other iſlands, placed in ſo fingular a manner, 
that unleſs they were uſed as objects of worſhip, it is dif- 


ficult to make any thing of them. When the human figure 
was firſt made the object of idolatrqus veneration, may, per- 
haps, be difficult to determine. We read of graven images 
in the Land of Canaan, in the time of Moſes and Joſhua, 
But theſe in all probability were extremely rough and in- 
artificial, and perhaps nothing more than upright ſtones or 
; ſtanding pillars, Such as they were, however, Cadmus is ſaid 
to. have carried the uſe of them into Greece. The Greeks 


borrowed their idolatry from Pheenicia and Egypt, fo did the 
| Romans | 
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Romans their's chiefly from them, which indeed the innova- 


ting ſpirit of that people improved in the moſt extravagant 


manner. "The Roman idols were carved with art, and there- | 
fore they imagined that thoſe of all other nations ought to be 
executed in the ſame manner; but a diſcerning perſon will 


eaſily imagine, that thoſe who are fond of idolatry may wor- 


ſhip a rude ſtone with as true a devotion as a ſtatue done by 


Phidias, or any of the works of creation, as the ſun, moon, 


ſtars, &c. wherefore there is no reaſon to doubt but the Druids 
worſhipped images as well as their heathen neighbours, ge 


the n might be . Jr 


1 a: E. from hs Water Rocks is a ſmall bay, called Porth 


Wreck, on the N. fide of which is a promontory, called Great 


Britain Rock; and in the middle of this bay is a rock, ſur- - 


| rounded at high water, called Puncheon Rock. About two 
hundred yards E. from this promontory lies in the ſea, Little 
Britain Rock, very dangerous to veſſels that paſs this way. 
Some years ago a Freneh veſſel ſtruck upon this rock, and re- 
ceived great damage. The mark that fiſhermen have to go 


clear of it, is to keep the day mark upon St. Martin's Iſland 


open with the E. part of St. Mary's Land. About three 
Hundred yards N. are two large round rocks upon the land, 
about three feet aſunder, called Mount Toddin Rocks; the 
larger. one meaſures fifty-three feet in circumference, and ten 

- feet high ; the other rock meaſures forty-three feet in cir- 
cumference, and ſeven feet high, upon the top of which are 

| three rock baſons in a ſtraight line. Near one hundred yards 
+» N. N. W. is a ſepulchral burrow, and another of the ſame 
Find about, one hundred yards W. from this, and in a direct 
le E. is another ſepulchral burrow at about the ſame diſtance. 
About one hundred yards E. is a round rock without a name, 
upon the top of which : are overs rock baſans, of different 


menten e 1 
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On the ſhore about a quarter of a mile N, from Great 
Britain Rock is another promontory, called Cuddle Rock ; 
near the ſame diſtance is the Eaſtern-moſt point of St. Mary's 

tn IIland, called Deep Point, and on the N. W. fide of which is 
1 5 Mount Toddin Bay, the head of which is defended by a breaſt 
il = __ work about three hundred feet long. Under the cliff here is 
_ a ſubterraneous cavern, called Darrity's Hole, where {m1 ug⸗ 
1118 | glers ſometimes, conceal run goods. Near this place i is a fine 
1 ſpring of freſh water, which iſſues out of a rock, but it is 
dangerous and difficult to be got at. On the N. ſide of this 
bay is a promontory, called Green Burrow, where are plenty 
If | bol rabbits. About two hundred yards N. and about three 
i . hundred yards from the ſhore in the ſea, is Little Dry Ledge; 
* | and about ſix hundred yards from the ſhore is Great Dry | 


= Ledge, always.above water, 'and appears at different places. 
if 5 About three hundred yards from Dry Ledge, and about the 


1 ES - ſame diſtance from the E. point of Toll's Iſland, is. a dangerous 
© heap of ſtones which are covered at high water, when a boat 
ERIE. pale wild aa Ws Mary's Land. 


"18 „ Due W. n thin hes 0 * aforeſaid, upon 3 of 


1 the hill, called Monnt Toddin, and about two hundred yards 
"it | 
Mg from the ſea ſhore, is a ſod battery like that upon Rat Iſland, 


© near. the garriſon, in the form of a roſe; it is from N. to 8. 
© © about thirty-fqur. yards, and near the ſame diſtance from E. to 
VV. There one gun, a four-pounder upon this battery, 
1 : diſmounted. In the middle of this; battery is a ſmall watch- 
=o res che N. fide of which is one large rock, the houſe is * 
1 roof oofed, and covered with long ſtones, which render it bomb 


. 1 — andi not liable to be burnt down; it is now in good re- 
rin hich a, Gdier ef the garriſon, and thike ilanders, 
beer watch, every night in war time, leſt. a, privateer of he 
U enemy ſiguld land in this part of Wen to > NING. * 
5 | N N off the erp of * cattle, „„ 
| fy : 1 85 hn 8 7 ſo; F ERS. : - RE: 1 85 i in Galt 
* Ther — 8 - 28 ty | X 
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"Aber a furlong W. from this watch-houſe is a farm! houſe, 
where a fire broke out in the middle of the night by ſome un- 


known accident, on October 25, 1744; the flames left only 


the walls of the houſe ſtanding, and conſumed all the ne- 
ceſfaries that the poor ſufferers had. One of the farmer's 


daughters at this time being in bed, in an upper apartment, 
and could not be got out, was burnt to death, and found half 
conſumed the next morning. The poor parents, with the reſt 


of their children miſerably ſcorched and bliſtered, before they 


could quit the flames, had juſt time to eſcape with their lives, 
What rendered this accident more diſtreſſing, there were 


neither water nor aſſiſtance at hand to quench the fire. As the 


naked diſtreſs, &c. of theſe poor ſufferers called for immediate 


charity and aſſiſtance, the benevolence of ſeveral perſons ap- 


_ peared very liberal in covering their nakedneſs, and furniſh- 
ing them with neceſſaries. On the 8. ſide of the road is 


another farmchouſe, called Northmundy, about two hundred | 


YI diſtant from Mount Toddin e 


About a quarter of a mile N. E. from Mount Toddin 


| watch-houſe, and about one hundred yards from St. Mary's 
ſhore, is Toll's Ifland, which contains about 'fifteen acres of 


land ; it produces rothing but turf and a few rabbits. In the 
ſummer a farmer keeps a few ſheep upon it. There are ſome 
ruins of buildings upon it, ſuppoſed to have been batteries. 


On both ſides of this iſland, to which there is a paſſage from - | 


St. Mary's Land over a ſandy beach, which is dry at low wa- 
ter, are two fine ſandy bays where fiſhermen bring their fiſh 


| Aſhore in bad weather, and when they cannot bring their 


boats to their proper moorings at New Quay, which 3 is don 
half a mile N. N. W. from Toll's Iſland. 


* 


* 


Near a quarter of a mile N. from Mount Toddin watch- 


LY tees, and on the W. ſide of Toll's Illand is a breaſt work 
Wl . N Peleſtree ec cloſe to the- e here, i near tuo hundred 
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yards long, which i is ſuppoſed to have been caſt up, in the 


time of the civil war in the laſt century, for the defence of 
this bay, where an enemy might eaſily land and do much miſ- 
chief, About a furlong further on the ſhere N. W. from 
Toll's Iſland, is another breaſt work, for the ſecurity of the 
bay on the N. fide of the ſaid iſland. Near a quarter of a 


mile N. W. and by N. from Toll's Iſland, and cloſe to the 


ſhore, is Toll Hill, about fifty feet perpendicular above high 


water mark, upon the top of which has been a ſod battery, 


where is now. one gun, a ſix-pounder diſmounted. Cloſe 
under the- S. fide of this hill are the ruins of ſeveral ſmall 


houſes, called Mary's Walls, ſuppoſed to have been barracks 
for ſoldiers, who probably might have been ſtationed here for 
the defence of the entrance of Crow Sound, as well as to pre- 
vent an enemy from landing in this bay, as they could not 


have been for any other uſe, on account of the barrenneſs of 
the ſoil hereabouts. About two hundred yards from the ſhore, 


on the N. ſide of Toll's Hill, is a rock in the ſea, called 
FTrenears Rock, ſeldom under water. Between Tolls Hill 
and Toll's Iſland is Vinegar Ledge, which lies near the mid- 
way, and is above water at half ebb. The mark which fiſher- 
men have to go upon it, is to keep the Burrow-houſe upon 
Treſco Iſland in a line over the outmoſt part of Inazigan 
Rock. About a quarter of a mile W. by S. from Toll's 


Hill is a ſmall village, called Bants Farm, which is now di- 


= vided i into three tenements. 


on the N. W. fide of Toll's Hill is Water-mill Bay, on the 
S. fide of which is a ſmall pier, called New Quay, where 


: fiſhermen keep their boats. On the ſhore around this bay is 
a breaſt work, about a quarter of a mile long, and at the head 


of this bay are ſome ruins, which are ſaid to have been a 


Water- mill, by which a ſmall ſtream runs, which in ſummer 
might fill an hogſhead in about half an hour. In the year 
| 74 a veſſel LINE to Briſtol, laden, with groceries 5 
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Locking into Crow Sound with a hard gale of wind to the 
N. miſſed ſtays, and was driven aſhore in this bay; at low 
water, part of her cargo being taken out into boats, and the 
next tide the wind veered to the 8. W. the was got off again, 
without much damage. About one hundred yards W. from 
the head of this bay, is a fine ſpring, called Lentevern Well, 
Where the neighbouring inhabitants are ſupplied with good 
water; and about a furlong 8. W. from this well, is Urin's 
Tenement; where are a farm-houſe, and three ſmall cottages, 


inhabited by labouring people. On Wedneſday the 13th of 


May, 1730, at eight o'clock in the morning, James Urin, 
who then lived here, being at work in his barn, heard the re- 
port of a gun, and knowing there was a gun charged in the 
_ houſe, miſtruſted that ſomething had happened amiſs, ran into 
his houſe immediately to ſee what was the matter, and found 
his little daughter, then about thirteen years of age, in a moſt | 
miſerable and deplorable condition, juſt expiring. She was 
| ſhot in the groin, and was found wallowing in blood, of 
which wound ſhe died, and had juſt time to ſay, © Dear fa- 
ther, Beſs,” for ſo ſhe called her father's apprentice girl,“ has 
' ſhot me.” The child and the apprentice girl had been 
_ arguing a little before this melancholy accident happened. 
The apprentice girl was waſhing at that time, and as there 
were no other perſons in the houſe, it was ſuppoſed the ſhot 
the little girl wilfully, When the apprentice girl, then nine- 
teen years of age, was called upon to give an account why 
ſhe ſhot the girl, ſhe ſaid the little girl was then giving her - 
| ſuch ſaucy language as ſhe did not like to hear, and in order 
to make her leave off, ſhe took the gun down to frighten her, 
and ſnapped it at her, not thinking that it was charged. | 
The young girl was buried the next day, at five o'clock in the 
evening; a funeral ſermon was preached from 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. 
The apprentice girl was ſent to the county jail for Cornwall 


to take her trial at the next aſſizes, and 1 was acquitted. This 
| | 5 5 8 e farm. houſe 
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term bout was burnt down, by accident, on Chrifimas-day 
in the evening, 1763. 
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On the N. W. fide of Water- mill Bay is Helveor Hill, upon 
the top of which is a ſod battery, about one hundred yards 
long, with ſeveral ſaliant angles that flank each other, which 

commands the entrance of Crow Sound; and about one hun- 
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„ dred yards W. from this battery is a ſepulchral burrow. 
„ In Crow Sound the tide ſets out 8. E. at three quarters flood, 
vi and continues till three quarters ebb. Then it turns and runs 
back N. W. from th e entrance of the ſound to the bar, where 
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another tide ſets W. S. W. into St. Mary's Road. The 
direction for bringing a veſſel in at this ſound to St. Mary's 
| Road, is when you are off at ſea, or in the ſound, bring the 
Great Crow Point, 1 in the point of Sandy Bar, and that line 
will carry you clear of the Hats, a ſunken ledge, ſo called 
which lies about half way between Sandy Bar, and one of 
the Eaſtern iſlands, called Great Ganinick, and likewiſe clear 
of the rocks that lie off Inazigan, on St. Mary's Shore. 
When you are paſt Inazigan, a rock on St. Mary's Shore, 
port your helm, and run on till you bring a little karn that 
is on Great Ganilly Iſland in a line to touch Great Ganinick . 
aforeſaid, which will carry you clear of the Crow Rock, 
which is about a quarter of a mile from the ſhore of St. 
Mary's Iſland, above water at half tide, leaving it on the ſtar- 
board fide; you may keep this courſe till you get ſo far as to 
= bring the Nut Rock to bear N. N. W. or from that to N. N. E. 
Where you will have good holding ground for your anchors, | 
3 from ſix to nine fathoms * of water. 


Under Helvevr Hill, upon a promontory about a farlong 
N. from Water-mill Bay, are ſome ruins now called tlie Block 
Houſe, and upon the outer - moſt point near the ſea, is a high 
rock with a round' hole in the top of it two inches diameter, 
and eight inches deep, ſuppoſed to be for fixing a flag ſtaff. 
5 8 eee 
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Several fine cut ſtones were lately carried from this place for 
building. This fort has been defended on the land fide with 
a long ſod breaſt work. W. from this fort is Helveor Farm- 
houſe ; and about two hundred yards further N. W. is a village 
called Trengroves, which was burnt down by an accidental 
fire in the year 1687. The inhabitants loſt moſt part of their 
effects, and had not time to ſave their money, which by the 
heat of the fire was melted and run all into one ſolid maſs. _ 
Near a quarter of a mile S. E. from this village is Downing's- | 
farm, now divided into two tenements. N. W. from the 
aforeſaid fort is a point of land, which forms Block Houſe 
F ot | 


About a quarter of a mile N. W. is Inazigan Hill, upon 
which is a high heap of rocks; between which and the ſea 
| ſhore has been a battery, and cloſe to the ſhore all the way 
from the Block Houſe to this place a breaſt work has been caſt 

up. On the W. fide of this heap of rocks is a cave of ma- 
ſon's-work four feet high, and four feet wide; from the en- 
trance to the other end it meaſures fourtcen feet, and is co- 

vered with large ſtones. It is ſuppoſed to have been a ſepul- 
chre. It is not ſunk down into the earth, but built upon it, 
and rubbiſh has been thrown up againſt it all around, except 
on the S. E. end where its entrance is. About a furlong 
N. W. from this cave, is another ſepulchral burrow, near 
| which has formerly been a battery, and on the E. a little from ? 

the ſea ſhore is a ſmall iſland, with a high heap of rocks at the 
E. end of it, called Inazigan, which is ſurrounded only at 
high water ſpring tides. About a quarter of a mile from 

Inazigan Iſland is Sandy Bar, where is not above four feet 

depth at low water. In Auguſt, 1780, a veſſel called the 

Trial, laden with ſugar and cotton from the Weſt Indies 
bound to Briſtol, where ſhe belonged, was here totally loſt. 

The cotton was all ſaved, and ſome ſugar; the Captain's 

name was Saunders. All along the ſhore hereabouts, breaſt 
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works have 85 formerly caſt up, and upon the bee of the 
hill to the Southward is a battery, where is now. one gun, a 
four-pounder, diſmounted, which has been intended to fire 


over the men in the intrenchments, between the battery and 
the ſea more. | 


W. N. W. from Sandy Bar 3 is a \ rock 1 in e e called the 


Croke, about a quarter of a mile, and near the ſame diſtance 
from Penrithen Quay, which is covered at high water ſpring 
tides. His Majeſty's ſhip the Glaſgow, ſtruck upon this rock 
in the year 1778, and carried a large piece of the rock away 
| to Plymouth, where it was taken out - the veſlel left her fore- 


foot behind, with ſeveral large iron bolts in it. Another 
veſſel laden with coals ſtruck upon this rock the ſame day, and 
was totally loſt. 'The leading mark to go. upon the Crow 


Rock, is to bring it in a line with the Nut Rock, which lies 
about half a mile W. and the edge of the graſs upon the S. 
hill of Sampſon. Iſland, which is about half a mile W. from 
Nut Rock. The breaſt mark to go upon Crow Rock is to 
bring the Lizard Point in Treſco Iſland in a line with a rock, 
on the N. W. ſide of St. Hellen's Iſland, which has three tops, 
called Menanorth. About W. from Sandy Bar, are ſome 
ſunken rocks which are covered at half tide, called the Tide 
Rocks, for which there is no mark. Near two hundred yards 
out of a line, to the E. of Crow Rock, towards the ſhore of 


St. Mary's Iſland, and nigh half way, is another rock, called 


the Wraſe, which is covered at high water ſpring tides; there 
is no mark for this rock, which is out ef the track of any 


xo ug in or e out; | 


 Oppaſite 1 to we Gas Rock i Penrithen Quay; which v was 


7 "built about the year 1759, which is convenient for the off 


iſland people to land at, and others, who may have bufineſs 


on the E. part of St. Mary's Iſland, as well as for the inha- 


bitaüts of The r of St. Moy! s Tland, when Fo pilot 


- 
* 
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out veſſels, or have buſineſs at the off iſlands, and cannot get 
home, by means of a contrary wind, they are glad to make 


for this place, where they can moor their boats in ſafety, and . 
walk home by land, and here their boats remain *till a favour- 


able e ey for getting them home. 


About: a quarter of a mils s. and by E. 1 Penrithen | 
5 Quay, upon the top of the hill, is a ſtone ſet upright, near nine 
feet high, and near ten feet round the thickeſt part, called 


Long Rock, which is ſuppoſed to have been an idol of the 


' Druids. To the S. W. from Long Rock is a ſtone ſet upright 


upon riſing ground, which is the higheſt land in all St. Mary's 


Iſland, called New Houle, where are ſome ruins, about twenty | 


5 feet in diameter, where is ſuppoſed to have been a watch- 
| houſe, as this place commands a proſpect of the ſea all around, 


| this being the higheſt land in all the iſlands of Scilly. About 
2 ale E. from Long Rock is an ancient farm-houſe, called 
Trenoweth; and about a quarter of a mile to the S. E. from i 
the ſame rock, is another good farm-houſe, called Newford, 
near which is an orchard, of about an acre of land, which 
produces very fine fruit, planted about the year 1750, by Mr. 


Thomas Smith, then ſteward to the Earl of Godolphin, who 


had a leaſe of this farm, whereon he made great improvements, 
and brought it to produce every thing that a farm affords in 
great perfection; but ſince his death, the land has been di- 
vided among ſeveral tenants. From chis farm-houſe, almoſt 


in a line with Long Rock, and near the midway, in the cor- 


: ner of a held, called Pungies, is a ſquare ſtone pillar, ſuppoſed 
to have been erected either for a monument of ſome diſ. 


7 OS: perſon. there ah or for an FO. of religious 
. e | 3 ; 


7 
— 


1 . karlong W. em N Quay is aun upon St. | 
1 Mary! s Land, cloſe to the ſea ſhore, called Bant's Karn, 
5 Lang is a ins; e for the 8. channel in Broad Sound. 

| fas OE EY, 
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: keeping Norenure Iſland open, and likewiſe for the Pollard | 
Rock of the Seven Stones, keeping St. Martin's Head open, 


about a ſail's breadth. On the W. fide of Bant's Karn is a 
little bay, called Hellengy ; on the W. fide of which is a point 


of rocks always above water, called the Crib, ſurrounded at 
| high water, which has a bold ſhore for veſſels to paſs by, in 
and out of Crow Sound. Cloſe on the S. fide of this rock 
is a little Sandy Bay, called Toll's Porth, wherein a. veſſel, 
called the Pheaſant, belonging ta Dartmouth, laden with cod 


fiſh from Newfoundland, was ſtranded in the year 1779 ; the 


People were all ſaved, but the veſſel was ld where the i 


driven on ſhore, and broken up. Upon the point of land be- 


tween theſe two coves, and S. of tlie Crib Rock, are the re- 
mains of a battery; and upon the top of the hill, called 
| Hellengy Downs, about a furlong diſtance to the 8. E. is a 
ſepulchral burrow. On the ſhore of Toll's Porth a breaſt 
work has formerly been caſt up; cloſe by are two old tin pits 
partly filled up, one of which 1 15 now avout ſix feet _ and | 
near r four feet , ; 


a * of a mile S. W. of the Crib Rock is a 
point of rocks, called Karn Morval, being the Weſtern- moſt 
point of St. Mary's Iſland, near which on the E. and S. ſides 
are the remains of ſome old batteries. The ſhore here is very 
bold, ſo far as the rock, called the Calf. About a quarter of 
a mile S. from the S. point of Karn Morvil is Taylor's Iſland. 

About one hundred yards from the ſhore, ſurrounded by the 
ſea only at high water. This iſland is about one hundred yards 

long, and near forty yards broad. It produces nothing but 
graſs, upon the W. part of it is a high rock, called Taylor's 
Point; and near which are the ruins of a building. On the 

W. ſide of this iſland lie two roeks in the. ſea, the larger of 

which is called the Cow, and the. lefler is called the Calf; 


betwixt theſe two rocks is a ſafe paſſage for veſſels into St. 
Mary s Pool ; the channel. is about one hundred yards wide; 
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: both theſe rocks lie under water. The mark to go o between 
them is to keep St. Martin's Sand to the N. juſt open with the 
W. point of the Crib Rock. Theſe two rocks lead with the 
W. point of Taylor's Iſland, from which they lie W. and 
almoſt in a direct line with each other. The Calf is diſtant 
from Taylor's Iſland Point, about thirty fathoms ; between the 
Calf Rock and Taylor's Point is only a paſſage for boats. 
From the Cow Rock about S. W. and near one hundred fa- 
thoms lies Bacon Ledge, which ſometimes, at low water, ſpring 
rides, appears above water. There is a channel between this 
ledge and the Cow Rock for veſſels to paſs. The mark to go 
into St. Mary's Pool, between this ledge and the Cow Rock, 
is to bring a high rock in New Grimſby Harbour, called 
Hangman s Ifland, in a direct line with the 8. W. point of . 
Treſco Iſland, called Karn Near. Between this ledge and St. 
Mary's Quay is good anchorage for veſſels, where they may 
either ride afloat or lie W on fine ground, called al 
Es Ty" J POR. 85 


11 the year 1793 a ball veſſet v was ; loſt on che W. point of 
Taylor's Iſland. The ſame Captain loſt a veſſel on Karn 
Morvil Point, about ten or twelve years back from the above 
date, which was a French prize laden with timber. On the 
S. fide of Taylor's Iſland is a ſandy bay, called Porth Low. 
On the N. fide of this iſland in the year 1777 a tranſport, 
full of wounded ſoldiers in their paſſage from Boſton in Ame- 
rica to England, was driven aſhore, which broke from her 
moorings in St. Mary's Road, the pilot then being on board; 
all the people were ſaved, but the veſſel was broken up. 
About a quarter of a mile S8. from Taylor's Iſland is Pym's 
land, near about the ſame ſrze of Taylor's Iſland, upon 
which are ſome ruins of houſes, and a ſmall houſe wherein 
fiſhermen keep the maſts, ſails, and oars of their boats, and 
their fiſhing tackle ; and on the N. fide thereof i is a ſmall pier g 
Where they keep their boats. On the 8. W. point of this 
i „ gb idand 


which being ſo near was in great danger, there being a rick of 


ff 
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iſland ſome years ago, a veſſel laden with copper and tin $ 
plates was driven on ſhore, in the morning, but was gotten off _ 
again in the evening, and put into N. 8 8 Pier, where her = 
cargo was _— ... 25 | | "he $5 


- 3 
n 


e 
1 e 25 
— y #3 . 
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g About 8 quarter of a mile E. from this iſland i is a village, - = 
| called Tamlin's Hill ; and on the S. E. thereof is another Y 5 
village, called Porth Low. On the S. fide ot Pym's Iland | 
is William's Bay, wherein a revenue cutter, Richard Johns, 
Captain, was ſtranded ſome years ago, but was gotten off 
again, with much trouble and damage, and repaired. On 
the S. E. from Tamlin's Hill, is a farm-houſe, called Pym's 
Hill. Cloſe by William's Bay is a farm-houſe, called New- 
fort. A cottage, cloſe by this farm-houſe, wherein a ſoldier 
lived, was burnt down, a few. years ago, and by a great deal 
of help the fire was got under, and the farm-houſe preſerved, + 


turf cloſe by the end of it which the fire caught, but the ſea " 
being then high water, and many people at hand, it was ex- | 
- tinguiſhed ; otherwiſe the farm-houſe muſt have been ruined. 

A ſoldier being upon the roof of the cottage, endeavouring 

to extinguiſh the fire, fell through the roof, upon a caſk of ſalt, 


and was ſcorched ſo much chat he died! in a n time na 
. | 8 8 | 


* 


Near. a quarter of a mile 8. from Pym? $ Iſland 3 is a ; promon- ; 
tory, called Harry's Walls, from the remains of a building 
_ cloſe by, on the E. fide, where a fort was intended to be built ; 
F it was begun, but never finiſhed. There is a curtain ſtill re- 
maining, wich a baſtion at each end, and the baſtions are hol- 
low, not ſolid ; there are ſome croſs walls within the Northern- 
' moſt- baſtion which interſect and form ſeveral cells deſigned | 
either for mines or for the uſe of the garriſon. If this forti- 
| fication had been finiſhed it would-have -been of little uſe, 
* mou too far win tho Mons lands, ad WO 1 

25 N | . none : 
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none of the ſounds to any effect. It is ſuppoſed to have been 


begun about the time of Henry the Eighth, and by the ſharp 


angles of the baſtions cannot be older, This intended fort is | 
ſituated upon the W. fide of a hill, called Mount Flaggon, - 


upon the top of which, on the N. ſide of the fort, is a rock 
ten feet high and fix feet round, ſuppoſed to have been ſer up 
for an n object of Druidical e 


| On the E. _ fide of Mount F laggon i is a gane de called © 
Neviſis; 3 WE; on the S. fide is another farm-houſe, called 


Queen's Burrow. About a quarter of a mile E. from Mount 5 


Flaggon is a riſing ground, called Brimſtone Hill, where are 
two farm-houſes, one on each fide of the road; and about a 


quarter of a mile due E. is another farm-houſe, upon high 


ground, called Longſtone. Near the ſame diſtance, about 
N. E. from Longſtone, in the head of a valley, pleaſantly 
ſituated, is a village, called Holy Vale; it lies warm, well 
_ expoſed towards a little Southern cove, called Porth Hellick, 
and ſo well ſheltered from the N. winds, that trees grow very 


well here, of which a few tall ones are ſufficient proof; and 
I am perſuaded that every kind of fruit tree common in Eng- 
land might be propagated here with ſucceſs. The chief houſe 


was unfortunately burnt down in March, 1751, by the care - 
: lefineſs of a ſervant-maid, The houſe was then inhabited by 
Mr. William Crudge, Deputy Commiſſary of Muſters here, 
whoſe grand - father, Mr. John Crudge, married Urſula, ſecond 


daughter of Sir Francis Godolphin, on which account the late 


Earl of Godolphin ordered the houſe to be re- built, and every 
| loſg occaſioned by the fire to be made good again, at his Lord- 


ſhip's expence; and when Mr. Crudge died his Lordſhip 
| ſhewed great favour to his family. One of Mr. Crudge's 


daughters was allowed an annuity by his Lordſhip, which ſhe 


enjoyed ſome years, but unfortunately” her huſband happened 
to be at a publick ſale by auction, who ſuppoſed that any man 


i Fe had a right | to 3 as wall as the ſte ward, bid over 
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106 "+ DESCRIPTION of the 
him ; when the Reward found this woman's huſband had 
bidden over him, he ſaid diamonds: ſhould cut diamonds, and f 
out of revenge he ſtopped the penſion allowed by the Earl of 
Godolphin, and as the Earl was dead, and Lord Godolphin 
was at ſo great a diſtance, and was ſaid to put ſo much con- 
fidence in his ſteward, the injured man was afraid to complain, 
for fear the ſteward ſhould ſerve him worſe, if the Lord 


ſhould not think proper to redreſs him. So if the complaint 


of an injured perſon is not to be attended to by the Lord, an 


overbearing ſteward may fleece the people as he pleaſes, to 
make his own fortune, and no one here can get redreſs. About 


a furlong N. E. from Holy Vale is a village, called May Pole 


Hill, near which is a ſchool, ſupported by the Society for pro- 


moting Chriſtian W and very beneficial to this * 1 8 


of the iſland. 


45 About half way between Longſtone and Tremulithen is a ; 


hill, called Crake Dew; S. W. from which is a farm-houſe 


and a cottage, called Parton Karn ; and about two hundred 
yards N. from Parton Karn is another dwelling-houfe, called 


Chyan Nance. About a quarter of a mile E. from Heugh - 


Town is a high promontory, called Karn Thomas, on the 8. 
fide of which, and on the N. fide of the road, is a piece of 
ground where ſtrangers are buried, which appears to have 
been formerly encloſed,” but now open to the common. On 
theS. E. fide of this burying-ground is a farm-houſe, near 
Which is a very good ſpring well, continually running over, 


under a ſtone hedge, and lined with ſtones. This is called 


the Moor Well, where ſeamen bring their water-caſks to be 
filled for the ihipping at anchor in St. Mary's Pool or the i 
Road, and roll hone to the water's edge, where their ne Ds 


receive them.. , „ 


e 


| roxe, called Porth Mellyn, where is the fineſt ſand that is to 
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be found in all Scilly, much coveted by the Corniſh people, 


and others, for ſcouring braſs, pewter, &c. and for drying up 


writing ink. The inhabitants of this iſland uſe it for ſtrewing 
upon the floors of their houſes. About a furlong S. from 

Karn Thomas, and on the E. fide of the road leading from 
Heugh Town to the church is a ſmall village of cottages, 

called Down Derry, on the N. fide of which is Hangman Hill, 
ſo called from ſome ſoldiers formerly executed here for mutiny. 
Near a furlong N. E. and by N. from the church, and near 


the ſame diſtance N. W. from Old Town Caftle is à hill 
_ whereupon are ſeveral high rocks covered with Ivy, called | 
Karn Gwaval, on the S. fide of which are {ome dwelling- | 


hk 20096 ſo Erpominated. 


— 


sr. MARTIN's ISLAND. 


Als iſland lies about den miles from the Northern-moſt 
1 part of St. Mary's, or about one mile from the Eaſtern- 
moſt part of Treſco. It is about two miles long, and about 
| fix miles round, is a narrow ridge of high land, and contains 
about ſeven hundred and twenty acres. It ſeems to haye 


been entirely cultivated in former times; as the tracts of 
hedges may be ſeen crofling the ridge, and deſcending to the 


ſea on either hand, but it is now improper for cultivation, 

being in many places over run with ſand, and the ſoil quite 
buried. About one hundred and ſixty years ago it had not 
one inhabitant. The Lord-proprietor granted a long leaſe 


of chis iſland to Mr. Thomas Ekins, who was appointed 
| ſteward, and who is faid to have been the firſt teward that re- 


ſided upon the iſlands, ſince they were granted to the Godolphin '$ 

family, whaſe deſcendants held the leaſe and the ſtewardſhip | 
till the deceaſe of Mr. Thoms Smith, who was the laſt of that 

family, he being a grand- ſon of Mr. Ekins, who built the 
87 hae ane upon this "iſland, and 3 People to ſettle 
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1038 4 DESCRIPTION of the 


The preſent incloſures are ſmall, and lie from the decline of 


| arable land, or covered with ſand blown from the northern 


tions, that they rather chuſe to inter oy dead i in iſlands than 
on the Continent. 


: Cruthers, on the E. ſide of which 1s Higher Town Bay, where 


Part of St. Mary's Ifland, near which are two ledges, called 
Chappel Ledges. A little to the E. is the form of a grave, 


coffin, eight feet long, and three feet over the wideſt part, and 


e 


* 


here to cultivate the land. It has now not only five paſture 
fields, bnt produces very good corn and potatoes. There are 
at preſent upwards of thirty families, and about one hundred 
and eighty inhabitants, who are all related to each other. 


the hill to the ſea ſhore, but the higher parts are all one com- 
mon, the ſurface being either too ſtoney and ſhallow to make 


4 "Fer ** 
AR : 2 


coves below. The inhabitants keep a great number of ſheep, 
and there are plenty of rabbits upon the iſland. 


S. Druidical monuments are as numerous in this iſland as any 
of the others, particularly burying places, which ſerve to 
illuſtrate what Pliny ſays, when ſpeaking of the northern na- 


At the 8. partof the iſland is ahigh hill, near the ſea, eie! 


a ſmall pier was intended to be built, for fiſhermen and pilots 
to keep their boats at. About a quarter of a mile to the E. 
is Engliſh Iſland Point which forms the bay. Engliſh Iſland 
Hill is round, with a ſmall karn upon its top, which off at ſea 

appears like a woman's breaſt, and is oppoſite to the N. E. 


- ſurrounded with ſtones, pitched edgewife, in the ſhape of a 


upon the fide of the hill about thirty yards from high water 
mark: About forty yards Eaſtward, upon the top of a hill 
ö oppoſite one of the Eaftern iſlands, called Little Noreneur, 
lies an old iron gun, a four-pounder, now diimonneed, brought 5 
thither about iy years +0 We 
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About forty yards to the N. isa circle of ſtones fourteen 
feet diameter, and in the middle of which is an upright rock 
ncar eighteen inches ſquare and three feet high, underneath 
which is Purpitch Cove, on the E. part of which is Brandy 
Rock, about thirty-five feet perpendicular height, and cloſe to 
the ſea, being about the ſame height as the hill where the gun 
18. At the Eaſtern part of the iſland is Karn Levereth, 
about ſifty feet above the high water-mark, with ſo ſmooth a 
face next the ſea, that it appears off at ſea like the ſide of a 
ruinous caſtle, and the top is above one hundred feet high, 
under which is a platform, next the ſea, of natural rock, 
about ſixteen feet by twelve. On the N. fide of the ſaid rock 
are ſome pits where mullets are ſometimes caught. About 
one hundred yards further N. is a ſubterraneous cavern, called 


the Pope's Hole, about fifty fatnoms under the ground, into 
which the ſea flows, ſo called from a ſort of a bird which 


. rooſts in it by right, above winery feet a ads from | the level of 
the water. 0 


About three el Sands N. W. is ks ne near 15 


which are two rocks, one called the Sugar Loaf, and the 


other Harlewis. Between this day-mark and the Eaſtern 5 


illands there is a ſound, where ſmall veſſels may come in, but 
few come that way, not being acquainted with the marks, nor 
the ſetting of the tides, which are as follows, viz. that tide 
which comes in from Broad Sound, the ſame runs through St. 


Mary? s Road, and ſo runs out E. N. E. through the above 
bound: But as ſoon as you open the ſea to the N. of the 


head-land, you will meet the tide at four hours flood, come 


round into the E. N. E. ſtream, and that makes the race of 

| Henjack, and it gets the victory and ſets away S. by W. as far 
as Minewethen Ifland, and there it meets with Crow Sound 

tide, which ſets out 8. E. and that makes a very great race 


at ſpring tides, and ſo both tides go off to the S. together. 


The ee is a round tower en feet High, built on a lofty 


Vis a ceuninence 
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110 4 DESCRIPTION of the 


eminence at the E. end of the iſland, where is a rocky p pro- 
montory, called St. Martin's Head. It is plaiſtered over with 
lime, and ſerves as an excellent mark for ſeamen. The tower 


is not ſolid but hollow, and over the door is T. E. (the initial 


letters of Thomas Ekins) 1687. Within is a ſtone ſtair 


caſe leading to the top, from whence there is an extenſive 
. of the ſea and the county of Cornwall. „ 


on che W. fide of the PIE is Bed and Cheeſe Core ; 
the head-land W. is called Burnt Hill, of which is Murr : 
Rock, about one hundred fathoms from the ſhore. A little to 


the W. is Culver Hole, ſuppoſed to be an old tin-work ; 


about ſeventy fathoms from which is a round rock, ſurrounded 


by the ſea at high water. In Culver Hole Bay is a prominent 


rock on the ſhore, called Trewecks Iſland. The head-land to 
the W. is called Turfy Hill, off which is Mackrel Rock. 


The ridge of rocks, between that and White Ifland, is called 
| Merrick Ledge, to the W. of which is Wine Cove, where 


cloſe to the ſhore is a round hole, twelve feet deep, and ſeven | 


feet diameter, ſuppoſed to have been a tin-pit. On theE. 
fide of St. Martin's Bay is a clear ſpring of freſh water, 
- which runs out of a rock, called Prefcilla Well, and never 
dry. Cloſe to the 8. ſide a White Hand 1 is We called the 
Ae. 


A ule way: dem ds tet dere of 84, Martia's Bay, t6 the 


8. from White Iſland, is a high karn, called Top Rock, which 
was ſplit with thunder on November 2oth, 1751; a piece of 


which, about half a ton weight, was carried above one hun- 


dred yards N. and ſome of it a great deal further, and at the 
; {ame time - a horſe and upwards of ſixty ſheep were killed, 
and when the wool was pulled from them, they had a very 


ſtrong ſulphureous ſmell, and to the W. the ground was torn 
up in a very ſurprizing manner. | Before this accident ferns 


i 9 80 NA . we almoſt . 3 then hardly 


Any 
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any grow here, and theſe ferns that do grow here now are 
both low and weak. About a quarter of a mile from Top 
Rock to the N. and due W. from White Ifland, about one 


hundred yards from the ſea ſhore, is a large one, of a globular 


form, about twelve feet high, and about as much in diameter, 


which ſtands upon a ſmooth platform, and only touches it on 
one part; it is called the Bowl from its rotundity, and is ſup- . 


poſed to have been an obje& of Druidical ſuperſtition. 


White Iſland contains by eftimation about fifty acres, to 


which people may walk at low water from St. Martin's. It 


is uninhabited, and produces nothing but graſs; which feeds 


ſome ſheep and rabbits. On the E. fide of this iſland a 
| cavern goes in under ground ſo far, that no perſon now living 
ever ſaw the farther end of it. I heard a cuftom-houſe officer 
ſay, that he went in ſo far in a direct line, in ſearch of run 
5 goods, that he could not ſee the light from the entrance, and 
that he was afraid to go further in, leſt he ſhould meet with 
water or ſome other danger. It is 3 to have doen an 


old tin-work ; its direktion is n and Weſt. 


. a amr 166 a mid N. W. Fi White Iland i is Lion 


Rock, in a direct line with which is Black Rock, and within 


that is another rock, called Penadgy Iſland. Between 
Penadgy Iſland and the ſhore, is a long range of rocks, called - 


"Plumb Ifland. Near a cove, called Purſile Bay, 1s a head- 


land, called Penadgy Hill. On the W. of this bay is another 
promontory, called Tinkler's Hill, upon which is a curious 
rock, called 'Tinkter's Rock, ſuppoſed to have been an idol of 


the Druids. To the 8. E. from this rock is a cirele of ſtones 


about twenty feet diameter, and about an hundred yards to 
the 8. is another circle of ſtones, of the like dimenſions, near 


which is a ſepulchral burrow. Some of the ſtones have been 
age taken W for buildiog houſes near at coma | 
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112 4 DESCRIPTION of th 


Cloſe to the ſhore oppoſite. the iſland of Tean is a as 


heap of rocks, upwards of one hundred feet high,.called Bab's 
| Karn, from a family of that name, who lived cloſe by it. 


About three hundred yards to the 8. from this karn, is another 
group of rocks, called S. Karn, cloſe to high water mark; 
theſe two karns form Lower Town Bay, in which is a ſmall 


pier, where boats land, but it is now ruinous. About half a 
mile to the E. from this place, is a piece of waſte” ground, 
called the Neck of the Pool, where the ſea at high tides often 
_ overflows the low lands, and has waſhed away the ſand, where 


a great many graves, of all ſizes, have lately appeared, and 


ſtones ſet edgewiſe, in the form of coffins, which lie E. and 
W. Human bones of all ſizes have been lately found here, 
between the two banks of ſand, one of which is near twenty 
feet high, ſo the bodies muſt have been buried here many cen- 
turies ago, as the ſand laid ſo _ * 


*% . 


. a quarter of | 6 ills to the E. 1 a point of land, 


called Varrow Rock, which riſes gradually up the land above 
four hundred feet in height. To the S. E. about half a mile 


is a cove, called Clarence's Bay, in which is a ſmall pier, 


where fiſhermen keep their boats, but they can only land here 
from four hours tide to high water, ſo it is dry fix hours every 
tide. E. from this place is a high land, called Cruthers Hill, 


upwards of two hundred feet perpendicular height, upon the 


top of which are three ſepulchral burrows in a direct line N. 
and S. and about ſixty yards diſtance from each other; the 


middle one is upon higher ground than the reſt, the cover of 


which is now taken away for building houſes; it is ſurrounded 
with maſon's work, is fourteen feet long, and three feet broad, 
and two feet deep; the bottom is payed with flat ſtones. 


About three hundred yards to the N. from this hill, on the left 


hand fide of the road which leads from che pier to R ock's 7 
2 Downs, i is er ſepulchral burrow. | 


— 
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inhabitants meet every day, in fine weather or foul, to tell and 


hear news, becauſe they think the pleaſure of increaſing in 
knowledge, and learning ſomething new every hour of life, 


is the nobleſt entertainment of a rational creature. This 
rock is about two hundred yards 8. from the church, which is 


fituated about three furlongs N. N. E. from the pier in Cla- 


rence's Bay, and near the centre of the iſland. About three 


furlongs from the church N. E. is a circle of ſtones twenty - | 


four feet diameter, called the Guard-houſe, upon high ground, 


where pilots meet to look out for ſhips ; here was formerly a 
ſmall houſe, where ſoldiers, in the reign of Queen Anne, kept 


watch, which is now demoliſhed, and the materials carried off. 


To the N. W. of the church, about the ſame diſtance, is a 
ſchool - houſe lately built at the expence of the inhabitants, in 
a pleaſant ſituation, between two hills, fronting the S. W. 
and which is well ſheltered from all winds except the 8S. In 
this place are plenty of rabbit-burrows ; and rabbits abound 
here ſo much-that they are very prejudicial to the inhabitants, 
- F by encroaching upon the N _ and AAS 


as . and e corn. 


* 
— 


he . is a decent Renee, and PER, fiat / We 
; the pulpit is on the N. ſide of the communion-table, and on 


the. S. fide is a large pew for the Lord- proprietor s agent, or 


. any ſtrange gentlemen who may happen to be upon the iſland. 5 
The large pew, before the pulpit, was built at the expence of 


a gentleman belonging to Dartmouth, who contributed li- 


| berally towards the expence of lengthening the church, 
and raiſing the roof higher, which was formerly low, and co- 
vered with thatch; the ſide wall was then only ſeven feet 
high, and twenty feet long. The door was then in the W. 
end, but ſince it has been altered, the door is in the S. fide, | 
near the W. end. T he roof was raiſed five feet, and i is no] 
covered with pantiles, . The church | * mow thirty feet i in | 
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- Poo theſe downs is a rock, called News Rock, at which the 
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length within, and fourteen in breadth, and has one bell, about 5 


half a hundred weight. There is no account when this church 


was originally built, The dead have been interred in its 
cemetry ſome centuries, ago, as appears from the plenty of 
bones found when graves are digged. About a century ago 
there were not above three or four families upon this iſland, 


but from the appearance of hedges upon the commons, the 
ruins of buildings, and burying places, there muſt have been 
many. families in former times, Otherwiſe | 1 TROY” human 


£ bones would not have been found. 


In the year 17 475 as ſome 3 in a ſmall boat, were 


fiſhing near a bay on the N. E. fide of this iſland, a large fiſh 
came ſwimming round the boat, which very much ſurprized 
them, and came ſo near that they were afraid it would overſet 
their boat. The fiſhermen put a ſmall rope over the boat's 
_ fide with a nooſe ; the fiſh came ſo near that they got the * 
nooſe over its head, and rowed the boat to a ſhallow place 
that was near by, and dragged the fiſh upon it. When they 
examined the fiſh, they found a wooden hoop (twenty inches 
diameter, ſuch as ſlides up and down a ſhip s maſt for faſtening 
the main fail to) round it, between i its head and back fin ; the 
hoop had been ſo long upon it, that the fiſh was grown almoſt 
to cover the hoop, in a very ſurprizing manner, and the hoop 
was grown green with ſea weed. The fiſh was thirteen feet 


and fix inches long, and about twenty-ſix inches diameter in 5 


the middle; it had fins but no ſcales, and a very ſmooth ſkin 


very black on the back, and a little white under the belly. 8 


They opened the fiſh, and found no liver in it, nor any. fat in 
its belly, but a very large gall faſtened to one fide. The fiſh - 
was not of a fat and oily nature, and much reſembled a ſhark. 
It may ſeem ſtrange to many people how the wooden hoop _ 


ſhould be upon the fiſh... A Captain of a ſhip thus accounts : 


for it, who ſays it is cuſtomary with ſeafaring people to hang 
To” beef eee and to ſl it be 1 in the ſeato get. the ſalt out of 
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i it; ; and to prevent it from being torn in pieces by the motion 2 
of the ſhip through the water, they generally put it in a net, 
faſtened to a hoop to keep it extended, ſo the fiſh to get at the 


beef muſt have got the hoop over its head, and by puſhing 


itſelf through the water, forced the hoop behind its fore-fins, | 
wich prevented the fiſh from getting clear of the hoop again, 
and the net muſt have decayed by being ſo long in the water, 
and forced from the hoop we the force of the fiſh * the 
water. I | | : 


"The EASTERN ISLANDS. 


3 


ETWEEN st. Mary” and St, Martin- 5 lands, at 15 en- 
trance of Crow Sound, there are ſeveral little iſlands, 
which lie to the Eaſtward of the reſt, and are on that account 
called the Eaſtern Iſlands. The ſides of theſe little iſlands 
continue their greenneſs to the brim of the water, where they 
are either ſurrounded by rocks of different ſhapes, which ſtart 
up here and there, like ſo many old caſtles, or by a verge of 
white ſand. Several pretty pools and lakes are formed by the 
ſea having eaten away paſſages between them, and the rocks | 
which keep their ſtation, look very groteſque. The entrance 
of Crow Sound is formed by two little iſlands, about two miles 
I aſunder, the one on the S. ſide is called Toll's Iſland, and that 
on the N. is the moſt Eater one 19 5 all the 20000: called 
Meyewethen. | J)) to 2g 75 


In this found are two OY called Great ad Little e Biggal, 


NN which lie about W. S. W. from Menewethen, about three 
7 quarters of a mile, and about two furlongs and a half S. from 
Great Arthur; 3 the great one is always above water, and be- . 
| tween them is juſt room for a boat to paſs. Any veſſel may. 
. pals cloſe on the S. ſide in twelve fathoms water. From theſe - 
ps all wb tide of flood ſets due E. round Menewethen, 
| P2 VADER "NR 
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116 4 DESCRIPTION / the 
which iſland is about three quarters of a mile round, and 
contains about fifteen acres. On the 8. W. part of which is 
a peaked. rock, about thirty yards high: From this iſland, 


It 
PXY . a 
— 


ESI I 
r 


FF 
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4:1 W. N. W. is Ragged Ifland, about à furlong diſtant, and 
1 about a quarter of a mile from Great Norenuer Iſland. This 
WY | Hland is about three quarters of a mile round, and contains 
bi about five acres. Between this and Menewethen Iſland are 
4p ' . many ledges, jaſt covered at low Water. 

Wk About a furlong S. 8. W. from Ragged Iſland is Great 
fn j 4 Arthur Iſland, which is near three furlongs in length, and 
es near a mile and a quarter round; it contains about thirty acres. 
11 On the 8. fide of which is a rocky bay; on this iſland are 
Wh three ſepulchral burrows; and-remains of hedges ; and on the 
F. S. E. part of this iſland is a high rock, called the Frenchman 
1 Rock. Near four hundred yards to the N. from this iſland, and 
+748 _ acroſs a ridge of rocks, covered at high ſpring tides, is Middle 

i WE. Arthur, which is about two hundred yards round, and upon 
„ which is a high heap of rocks. Acroſs a bar of ſand, which 
q [he ö is covered at high water ſpring tides, about ſeventy yards diſ- 
1 tant, is Little Arthur Iſlaud, which is about a quarter of a mile 
. round. This and the laſt mentioned iſland form a fine ſandy | 
N bay, and on the N. 9 of which is a fine quay where boats 
1:8 land. 

wa ze wich thisifland and Great Norenuer Iſland to the 
i, E. about half a mile diſtant, is another iſland, called Great 

i ki | Ganilly, about ſix hundred yards, long, and about a mile and 


a quarter round, It is near a quarter of a mile from Ragged 
Alland, and about fix hundred yards from Great Norenuer. 
This ifland contains about twenty acres. About one hundred 
and fifty yards N. from Great Ganilly is an iſland, called 
Little Norenuer, which is about one hundred and fifty yards 
long, and near a quarter of a mile round, with three high- 
85 n in alin with each other 5 this iſland con- 
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tains about four acres. About a quarter of a mile N. E. 


from this iſland, and near a mile to the S. and a quarter of 


a a mile from St. Martin's Head, is Mould Ledge, with three 


tops high above water. About a quarter of a mile ſrom this 


| ledge N. E. is a high rock in the form of a ſugar loaf, called 
HFanjack, which is about one hundred yards round at high wa- 
ter mark, and near forty yards high. This rock is * a 


mile from St. Martin's Head 8. * by E. 


About half a mile N. from Hanjack, and near the fame diſ- 


_ tance from St. Martin's Head S. S. E. is a long range of rocks, 
called Hardlewis, which appears at half ebb. The mark 
which fiſhermen have to go clear is to keep Gouther's Rock 


cloſe open of St. Martin's Land. About one hundred yards 


from Chimney Rock is a ſunken ledge, called the Fleming, 
which juſt appears at low water ſpring tides, and about one 


hundred yards N. from Little Norenuer. To go clear of 


this ledge, hide Great Ganilly in Little Norenuer, and keep 


cloſe to Chimney Rock. About half a mile S. from St. Mar- 


 _  tin's is Little Ganilly Iſland, which is near two hundred yards 
long, and near half a mile round, and about one hundred and 
- fifty yards W. S. W. from Great Ganilly, and contains about 


ſix acres. The iſland of Great Ganinick is about three quar- 
ters of a mile W. N. W. from Great Arthur Iſland. It is 


about two hundred and fifty yards long, and near three e : 
ters of a mile e contains about . acres. | 


In the middle of Crow Jound. is a tha ſanken ledge, 
called the Hats, upon which many veſſels have ſtruck, about 


a quarter of a mile at low water from St. Martin's Land, and 
bears about E. N. E. from Inazigan Rock on St. Mary's 
Shore, and near a quarter of a mile 8. W. from Great 

Ganinick Iſland. The mark to go clear to the S. is to keep 
de peak of Menewethen Iſland open of Arthur Head, and as . 
—W m one Pp "282 of Great 


Ganinick 
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18 4 DESCRIPTION: of the 3 
Ganiniek Iſland, danger is paſt; ; and to go in to we Northward, 


keep the rock behind St. Hellen's Iſland, called Menanorth, 


open to the N. fide of Gouther's Rock, and as ſoon as Little 


Norenuer Iſland opens, as aforefaid, danger is paſt. In St. 


Martin's Plats is a ledge, called Damaſſinas, which appears 


at four hours tide ; it lies about & quarter of a mile S. and by 


W. from Cruther's Hill in St. Martin's Iſland, and about half 


a mile N. N. W. from Great Ganinick Iſland. The rock, 
called the Gonther's, in St. Martin's Flats, is from Sandy Bar 
under St. Mary's Iſland, about three quarters of a mile, and 
about N. N. E. and from Crather's Hill in St. Martin's near 
balf a mile, and bears about S. W. and by W. About three 
Auarters of a mile N. W. and by N. from Gonther's Rock, 


is Cheeſe Rock, which is about half a mile from the ſhore of 
'Treſco Iſland, and bears E. from the Lizard Point of that 


iſland. Little Cheeſe Rock is about half a mile N. N. W. 
from Great Cheeſe Rock. About a quarter of a mile N. E. 
from Cheeſe Rock is Hedge Rock, which is near half way 
from Treſco Iſland to St. Martin's Iſland. Hedge Rock and 
- Cheeſe Rock form the channel for going to St. Hellen's Pool 
from the S. the former of which 1 is not more e two NEO 2 


yards fr from — Iſland of Tean. , 


1 


The mark to go op Old Grimiby Channel between a ledges ts 


| 4 the Counce, on the ſtarboard hand, and Diamond 


Ledge, you muſt keep a little ſharp tapped rock on the 


Wi. hill of Tean Ifland a little open to the E. of Hedge Rock; 

kan on with this mark till you bring the high top of Long 

| | Ledge; juſtin the fall of the W. part of the E. hill of North 
. withel Iſland, and when you get up off the Blockhouſe Point 


upon Treſco Iſland, you muſt keep that ſhore on board, if 5 


| yon mean to go in on the flats of Old Grimſpy; ; but if yon 

have a mind to ride aſſoat, you muſt port your helm, and run 3 
out towards the entrance of the harbour to the N. where you | ERS 
* ride afloat at low water, in * uno a of £4 


-_ 


Cad 
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Point, on either ſide of the ſaid point. If you go out of | 
Old Grimſby, keep - part of the Blockhouſe upon Treſco 


a Illand juſt clear of Long * and that Sb will carry you 


9 to ſea. 


The mark 8 the S. to St. Hellen's Pool, be- 
tween ſome ſunken rocks, called Crigohills, is to keep the two 
old wind-mills in the garriſon, one on each ſide of the caſtle, | 

which you may ſee very plain, or the quay head at St. Mary's, 
juſt clear of Karn Morvil, which will do as well. Keep run- 


ning on with this mark, till you bring the landing karn, 


which is on the W. fide of St. Hellen's Iſland, between the | 
two high tops of Menanorth, which will carry you up the 


2 channel. There is good ground for lying aground, but if you 
have a mind to ride afloat you muſt run up towards the W. 

part of St. Hellen's, keeping your lead going, or to the W. of 
this bar you will have as deep water as any where, which will 


be from three to upwards of four fathoms, i in very any hold- 5 


1 2 ing ae where vou ay: lis e N . 


* 


The Iland of Teen 1s. a _ 3 FR} N. W. : 
from St. Martin's Iſland, and about a mile, near E. and by 
N. from the Blockhouſe Point, on Treſco Iſland. It is at 


preſent uninhabited, but on it is a good dwelling-houſe, lately 


inhabited, and fields of corn and paſture, It! is about a mile 


long, and near two miles and half round, and contains about 


| ſeventy acres. This iſland is remarkable for having been the 55 


habitation of one Mr. Nance, from Cornwall, who firſt in- 


troduced the kelp manufacture into theſe iſlands, about the 


year 1684, and whoſe deſcendants are now in poſſeſſion of it, 


audi live in St. Martin's Iſland. To the N. of this iſland is 2 = 
| heap of rocks, called Penbroſe, about twenty yards abore 


high water mark, and about fifty yards diſtant, and to WR. 5 
A . oy TX from this ſand at low water. Peg 


= „ . Thx500 | 
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120 4 DESCRIPTION ov the 
TRESCOISLAN b. 

HIS iſland lies about two miles N. from St. Mary's 
Quay; the capital village on it is called Dolphin, con- 

Ef Gifting of a church, and about half a ſcore ſtone-built houſes, 
covered with thatch, after the manner of thoſe built in St. 
Mary's Ifland, but there are ſeveral good houſes in this iſland 


built in the modern ſtile, and covered with pantiles. In the 
year 1739 the principal houſe in Dolphin village was unfor- 
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time there was a cat, which had kittens above ſtairs, in a 


5 EY chamber chimney. The cat was uſed to lay by the fire, upon 
8 the hearth, and was ſuppoſed to have carried fire among her 

h EE Ts hair to her den. The people of the houſe were at that time 

i | all out about their work, and had been abſent from the houſe _ 
| about two hours before the accident happened. The fire was 
. firſt ſeen to break out in a blaze in that part of the houſe 
= where the kittens lay; this was all the reaſon that could be 

1 5 given for this ſad accident, which entirely conſumed that fine 
1 large building, which was cloſe by the church. The church 
| . received no damage n the fire, It ls liruated on he e ; 
LOND the road. „ 


1 Srokcppondd in this iſland, in the year 1752, by 

N means of a ſmall child burning furze in the chimney, which 

a eangnt the pile of fewel in the kitchen, which immediately 

1 | connected with the over loft, and deſtroyed that houſe. The 
5 owner of the houſe had about ſix pounds weight of gunpowder 

in an open tub, at that time, on the teſter of his bed; he 5 
made his way through the fire to ſecure che gunpowder from 

the flames, and though the fire was then dropping down in the 

room where the gunpowder was placed, the man laid hold of 
the tub, clapped it to his breaſt, and ran off with it; not one 

ſpark touched the gunpowder, ſo the man ſaved both it and _ 
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tunately burnt down by ſome unknown accident. At that 
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his own nile, though he loſt moſt part of his houſehold furl | 
ture, and other neceſſaries. 


On the 1205 of Ja; 1766, about four o clock in the 
morning, a man aroſe ſrom his bed, being then called upon to 
pilot out ſome ſhip from Old Grimſby Harbour, though it was 
then dark. This man went to his next door neighbour's 
houſe to light a candle, with which he returned and kindled a 
ſmall fire in his houſe; extinguiſhed the candle, and went out 
of his houſe, but in leſs than an hour, to his great aftoniſh- 
ment, he faw his fine new built houſe in a blaze, and the tiles 
dropping from the roof of the houſe which had only been 


finiſhed fix wecks before this ſad accident happened. This 
man had been then married eleven months; his wife was then 


in bed, but not aſleep, ſo providentially eſcaped from the con- 
| flagration ; he was before this accident in as good circum- | 
ſtances as any of his neighbours, and by means of this ac- 
; cident, i in two | hours time, was not worth twenty . 5 
In the Year 8760 PIPE fire happened o on this Aland. 
5 The people of the houſe were qut at work, and were from 
home about chree hours, when they ſaw, at the diſtance of 
5 about a mile, their corn rick on fire; they made all the haſte 
chey could, but before they could reach home, the flames 
from the corn rick, caught the dwelling-houſe, which was 
entirely conſumed as well as the corn rick; by this accident 
chat family was impoveriſhed, and ruined. A giddy child had 
put out ſome turf aſhes in the morning, and the wind then 
blowing hard at E. it was ſuppoſed, that ſome fire was among 
che aſhes, and was carried by the wind upon the corn rick 3 
no other reaſon can be kg how this accident happened. . 1 


The church & ea) of the fue form as the church at 

St. Martin's Hand, and near che fame fize. The miniſter is - 
ſuppor ted by the — in London for promoting Chriſtian 

. Mon es e 


122 4 DESCRIPTION ov the 


Knowledge, who, in fine weather, -occafionally viſits the other 
off iſlands, where he performs all the offices of his function. 
There is no burying ground near the church; the inhabi- _ 
tants have ſuch a notion of the ſuperior ſanctity of the old 
abbey church, that they carry the dead body there, and inter 

it within the ruins of that ancient church, near two miles 
from the church now in uſe, the way they carry the dead to 
be buried. IT hey were offered a piece of ground adjoining | 
the church for a burying place, but they did.not chuſe to ac- 
cept it, for the aforeſaid reaſon, as was pretended, An old 
man told me the people who dwell near the church objecteed 
to this offer, for fear they ſhould be diſturbed by ghoſts and 


apparitions, if the Grad ſhould be buried ſo near their 
| e e — | 


1 N a furlong E. from the church is the harbour of Od 
Grimſby, which is formed by the Blockhouſe Point on the 8. 
and Long Point on the N. where ſmall veſſels may either ride 
afloat or lie aground on a ſoft ſandy beach, ſecure from all 
winds, except the N. W. and that cannot harm them unlefs it 
blows a hard gale. In the head of this bay. is a point of 
rocks, which runs from the ſhore, called Ray Hand, where 
boats may conveniently land at low water. Near this pro- 
montory are the ruins of a cellar, which belonged to the Ear! 
of Godolphin, which was burnt in the year 1769, at that 
time full of mabogany, barrels of pitch and tar, and ſeveral 
other kinds of valuable merchandize. This accident had 
like to have been fatal to many veſſels, there being then a 
large number ly ing aground cloſe by, near forty ſail, but the 
Void being then E. N. E. and plenty of people at hand, the 
„ fire was got under, without any further damage than conſum- 
ing the ſaid cellar, and the goods depoſited therein. The fire 
broke out in the middle of the night, but by what accident | 
is yet unknown. It was ſuppoſed that the cellar had been 
1 po 4 e and v was vilfully fe ſet on fire to hide the villainy. _ 
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About forty yards N. E. Hol the ruins of this cellar, a 


. breaſt work has formerly been caſt up. The high rock, op- 
poſite the Blockhouſe, on the ſhore to the N. is Pomellin 


Karn, which forms the N. fide of Old Grimſby Harbour. 


About.a furlong E. from the Blockhouſe is Little Cheeſe 
Rock; between this rock and Long Ledge: is a ſafe paſſage 
into Old Grimſby Harbour, for veſſels that come from the 


E. which is dry at low water ſpring tides. Long Ledge lies 


about a furlong N. W. from Little Cheeſe Rock, and is ſel- 
dom under water. About a furlong W. N. W. from Little 
Cheeſe Rock, lies Great Tide Rock, between which and : 
| Cheeſe Rock is a ſafe paſſage to go in and out of Old Grimſby = 
Harbour. About one hundred yards 8. W. from Great Tide 
Rock, is Little Tide Rock, which ſhews at low water. Here- 
abouts, at low water ſpring tides, are about twelve feet depth 
of water. The tide goes here S. E. nine hours. N. W. of 
| Great Tide Rock is a rock, called Middle Ledge, - about two 
hundred yards diſtant, which is ſeldom under water, and to 


which veſſels are moored when they ride afloat in Old Grimſhy 


Harbour. About one hundred yards from Middle Ledge 

| hes: Higher Ledge, which is ſeldom under water, and to 
which veſſels are moored. About four hundred yards from 

this ledge, is Peaſe Hoppers - Iſland, which is four hundred 
yards round. About one hundred yards N. E. from this 
iſlland lies Foremaſt Iſland, which is near five hundred yards 
round. A little to the W. is another land, 1 near the ſame fize, : 


| called Crow Iſland, A eh 


Os 


- 


| - Cloſe lod Pomeltin Karn i is ; a a ſunken coke called Long : 
Point, which is juſt covered at high water neap tides. The 

mark to go clear of this ledge is to keep the Blockhouſe open 
with Merchant Rock, upon Treſco Shore. The breaſt mark 

is Higher Ledge in a line with the top of Crow Iſland. Mer- 
chant Rock, upon Treſco Shore, is near. a furlong from Po- 


wellin Kan. From Merchant Rock N. E. is. Northwithel 
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14 4 DESCRIPTION of the 


Iſland, which i is near a quarter of a mile from Treſco Shore, 
and forms the channel of Old Grimſby Harbour. In this 
iſland of Northwithel are many ſtone baſons, and ſeveral 


_ monuments of the Druids. It js uninhabited, and does not 


contain more than ten acres, and is uſed by the people of 


Treſco for paſture. There are many ſepulchral burrows, 
and ſome remains of hedges, and alſo a rock ſixty-three feet 


round and twenty feet over the wideſt part; it ſtands upon 


two ſtones, ſo that a man can creep under it. This has un- 


doubtedly been the ""_ place of ſome 2 
co perſon. 


13 this channel, St. Hellen's Gap, and Teen Sound, the | 


| tide runs all alike, for at low water the tide ſets in from the 
N. and runs away S. E. nine hours, until it is half ebb by the 


ſnore, and then it turns back for the other three hours, till low 


water. There are in Old Grimſby Channel from two $0 ten ; 
Ts mp of water. 


Near the entranee 41 Old 1 Channel is a bes 


| rock which appears at half tide, called the Little. Kittern, 
The mark to go upon this rock is to keep the top of Great 
Ganinick open of Northwithel. The breaſt mark is to keep 


2 black rock in Northwithel Brow in a hne-with the centre of : 


Round Iſland. Upon Treſco Iſland, about two hundred yards 
8. W. from Merchant Rock, is 4 high hill, called Middle 

5 Karn. N. N. W. about two hundred yards, cloſe to the ſea, 
is a heap of rocks, called the New Guard. On the N. W. 
ſidle of this hill is a cove, called Gimbles Porth, at the head of 


which has been a breaſt work. On the W. ſide of this bay, 


s a hill, called Caſtle Down Brow, where has been a battery 
to defend the ehtrance of Old Grimſby Harbour. On the W; 


fide of this battery is Tregarthen Hill. On the N. fide of 


| this hill is an old tin work, cloſe to which is A ſubterranoous + 


cavern, called es Hole, which des in about ſixty far 
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thoms under the hill from che ſea ſhore, In the middle of | 


this cavern is a pool of freſh water, about twenty fathoms 
over and three fathoms deep. This cavern is from ten to 


twenty feet wide, and about the like in height. About two | 
| hundred yards to the W. S. W. from Golden Ball Rock is 
- ſhallow water, and rocky ground ; and about one hundred 
yards N. W. from Golden Ball Rock, is a ſunken ledge which 
| ſhews at low water. The tide of flood ſets here E. N. E. 


_- fix hours. And from hence to the Kettle Rock is dee 
twelve fathoms 888 of water. 


On the ] N. W. fide of Ne Hill is the hard of a 


pond which 1s ſuppoſed to have been for waſhing tin ore in 
ancient times, near which a ſtream in the winter empties itſelf 
into the ſea, at a ſmall bay, called Cork Porth. At the moſt 
Northern extremity of Treſco Iſland is a cavern under ground, 
about twelve feet in height to the roof, and about three feet 
wide, and which runs under ground about ſeventy feet; near 
which is another cavern, about twenty feet high, which goes 
under ground about ſixty fathoms, and near ten feet wide; 
theſe caverns are ſuppoſed to have been old tin works. Near 
theſe caverns are ſome ſunken ledges, called the Kettle and 


Kettle Bottom, which lie about half a mile from the ſhore, 


near the entrance of New Grimſby Harbour. The mark to 


go clear of the Kettle Bottom is to keep the Scilly Rock open 


wich the head land of Brehar, 'till you open the Old Fort upon 


| Treſco. At the E. fide of the entrance of New Grimſby | 
Harbour is a cavern that goes E. N. E. under ground about 


twenty fathoms, ſuppoſed to have been an old tin work. On 


| the W. ſide of this cavern, called the Gun, is a ſpring of freſh | 
water, which iſſues out of a rock, and is the only running 
| ſtream of freſh water in the iſland ; and upon the top of the 


kill is an old tin work. Upon the fide. of the hill, about 


2 n from ine. Old Calile, is another old tin work. 
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126 4 DESCRIPTION vf the 
To fail into New Grimſby Harbour keep your ſtarboard 
| headland cloſe aboard, to avoid the rocks on the larboard, 
called the Kettle. When you are within the caſtle, ' anchor 
near Hangman's Iſland, where it is five, or fix, or ſeven fa- 
- thoms deep at low water. From the Northward at low water 
the tide ſets in an hour and an half here, and then it ſets out 
three hours, and then it turns and ſets in four hours and an half, 
vntil it is half ebb, and then it turns and runs out the other 
three hours until low water. | 


„ „ - — * 
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0h the E. file of New Grimſby Harbour is Cromwell's 
Caſtle, which is about one hundred and fifty feet in circum- 
ference, and about fixty feet high; the walls of it are twelve 
feet thick, and being raifed on arches from the bottom to the 
top, its roof is flat and a ſpecial bomb proof. Upon the top 
of this round tower was a battery for ſmall cannon. The 
parapet wall on the top of this fort is about fix feet high, and 
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1 in the fide of it che enſign ſtaff uſed to be fixed. Cloſe to the | 
—— | bottom of this building, next to the ſea, is a ſtone platſorm, 
i about forty feet in length from N. to S. with a good parapet 


| | Hkewiſe, upon which ſome old iron guns are planted, which 
1 might be worked to ſome effect, to defend the fafe harbour, 
it | which this battery commands, more abſolutely than the Old 
| 8. 5 Caſtle upon the eminence. This fortreſs was Tepaired in 
1740, and put into a good ſtate of defence, but there being no 
= => gunner, inhabitant, or guard kept in it, * Wader works are 

1 | 3 all * to en 


—_ 
45> I 


| Upon an eminence on the N. B. fide of wis b fort i is 
22 © firms pile of the ruins of another caſtle. It forms a half 
round to the W. towards the harbour of New Grimfby, 
1 - Where are ſeveral windows and embraſures Kill ſtanding. In 
1 ehe centre of the half round is an arch raiſed wich common 
| 1 moor ſtone, independent of the main or outſide wall, which 
appears to have been a bomb proof in that half of the build. 
. 5 gas ing. 
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ing. This is fifty feet in length and thirty feet in breadth, 
forming a ſquare to the E. which ſquare ſeems to have been 


a dwelling place. The length of the building is divided by 


a ſtone wall three feet and a half thick. This wall is thirty 
feet from the half round on the W. and twenty feet from the 
| ſquare end on the E. part. The main or outſide wall of this 


ancient building 1 is ſix feet thick, which ſhews it to have been 5 
a work of labour and expence. The entrance or door of 
this building is a low arch in the E. end, four feet wide, and. 


- fix feet high. This is all the door that can now be diſcovered ; 
there are four large windows of an ancient ſtile, with holes in 


the ſtone frames for letting in iron bars, ſeemingly of a very 
large ſize. This building is ſuppoſed to have been demoliſhed 
in order to build the other caſtle near the edge of the water, 
which has a much better command of New Grimſby Har- 
bour, as the guns upon the lower platform can ſweep the ſur- 
face of the water at the narrow entrance of New Grimſby 


Harbour. This caſtle in its proſperity could not bring any 
guns to bear upon the ſhipping on account of the great height | 
of the eminence whereupon it ſtands. Around and contiguous 
to it, on the land ſide, are the lines of a fort, principally in- 
b tended as a ſecurity againſt a land attack; towards the ſea the 
ſteep craggy hill anſwers the purpoſe. Leland calls it a little 
pile or fortreſs, which renders it probable that ns caſtle was 
repaired and ye. after his time. 


About a 3 of. a ils 8. 1 Oliver Cromwell's | 
Caſtle is a very tall pyramidal group of rocks, ſurrounded 
by the ſea, at high water, called Hangman's Iſland, from ſome 


mutinous ſoldiers hanged there by the Parliament forces in 
the great rebellion, Near a quarter of a mile E. S. E. from 


the old caſtle, upon the higheſt hill in the iſland, are the ruins 
of a round tower, called the Beacon, where ſormerly a pole 
was fixed to hoiſt a flag upon, as a ſignal for veſſels off at ſea, 

to know how to take the entrance e of New Gum Harbour. 
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18 4 DESCRIPTION of the 


The next point of land within Oliver's Calle is called Britain 
Rock, to which veſſels make faſt their moorings, and near 
On the E. fide of New 
Grimſby Harbour is a fmall pier where fiſhermen and pilots 


which they can ride afloat in ſafety. 


keep their boats. The harbour of New Grimſby is formed 


, by Brehar Iſland on the W. Treſeo Iſland on the E. Plump 


Illand on the S. E. and Merrick Ind on the 8. W. 


Near che pier 1s 2 e « called Treſco Palace, "which 


formerly uſed to be much reſorted to by maſters of ſhips and 


ſtrangers coming to this iſland; but the cuſtom has ſome 
time been altered to houſes of better accommodation, farther 
up the ifland. In the year 1744, as a maſon was repairing 


this houſe, a ſum of King Charles's half crowns were found 


hidden in the wall by a deceaſed dweller. The workman 


was taken into cuſtody by the Lord-proprietor's agent, who 


promiſed him a ſhare to diſcover the number he had found, 


On the S. E. fide of the harbour is a ſandy bay, where 
_ veſſels may lie aground, near which the Parliament forces 
were encamped, and where the veſtiges of their lines and huts 

are ſtill to be ſeen. Near this place is an ifland' about two 


hundred yards round, on the N. ſide of which is à rock, co- 


but he had ſenſe enough to keep the whole a prize to him- 


vered at half tide, about ſixty yards diſtant. The mark to 


go upon this rock, is to keep the door of the Point-houſe in a 
line over the centre of the Point Rock, near the pier. About 
a furlong S. E. from Plumb Iſland, is a hill on Treſco Shore, 
called Plump Hill, and on the S. W. ſide of this hill are ſe- 


verd ſonken rocks, called the Raggs, which appear at half 


tide, About two hundred yards from the ſhore, upon the top 
of Abbey Hill, are the ruins of a watch-houſe, fronting St. 


hill, 
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hill, called Apple Tree, on the I. ſide of which i is _ Tres 


Bay. 5 


* 


On the moſt Southern point of this iſland fronting St. 
Mary's Garriſon. is an eminence, called Karn Near, upon 
the top of which is an old breaſt work, called Oliver's Bat- 
tery. It is a plot irregular and uneven, and ſeems to have 
been fortified long before the age of that man, viz. Oliver 
Cromwell, whoſe name it bears. The Parliament forces, : 
under Admiral Blake and Sir George Ayſcue, intent upon re- 
ducing Scilly, the laſt retreat of the cavaliers, took footing at 
firſt in this iſland of Treſco. At their approach fix hundred 


men of the King's party retired by night to St. Mary's, 


 Wherethere were at that time one thouſand men more, and 
among them a great number of officers. When the King's 
ſoldiers were drawn off, the enemy ſeem to-have made uſe of 
this breaſt work to ere& an advanced battery that might com- 
mand the harbour, together with Broad and Crow Sounds, 


New and Old Grimſby having before fallen into their hands, 


and lying in their rear. This battery therefore not only. co- 
vered their camp, which lay on a low neck of land, about a 
mile to the N. but could reach any ſhip that went into or came 
out from St. Mary's, and generally with effect, for when the 


winds or tides were at all violent, ſhips muſt come very near 


this battery, or run upon the rocks or flats. The conſequence 


of this ſkillful diſpoſition of the Parliament forces was, that 


the King's party being ſoon diſtreſſed, one Mr. Philipps was To 
ſent for orders to the Prince then in Holland, and thecavaliers 
had leave to ſurrender and make the beſt terms they could 


for themſelves. Eight hundred ſoldiers were taken priſoners 
upon the capitulation, and officers (among whom was the 
Governor, 'Sir John Granville, nen, Earl of * 
| enough. to head an Army. 
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9 4A DESCRIPTION of the 


On the W. 8. W. of Karn Near 1s s Long Crow Ledge, 
about two hundred yards from the ſhore, the tops-of which 


appear at low water, and on the W. S. W. is a ledge, called 
the Hulman, which is under water at three quarter's flood, 


about one hundred and fifty yards from Karn Near. The 


mark to go upon the Hulman, is to keep the Bough Rock 


near the ſhore of the Guew Iſland in a line with Nut Rock. 
From the Long Crow Ledge about one hundred and fifty yards 
is a ſunken ledge, called Paper ct which 4 is ha b at Tow 
water f. pring . 


— 


The mark For aa from St. Mary's to New Grimſby : 


Harbour, is to keep Nut Rock juſttouching the Steval Rock 


near the W. part of the garriſon, Which will carry you clear 
of the Crow Rock, and as ſoon as you hide the N. part of 


Ne ge nn in the 8. 3 of Treſco Iſland, mw 2 


2475 


Mary? $ ert which will carry you- cleat of the Suns Lunge 
on Treſco Shore, and as ſoon as you ſee the Ifland of Min- 
carlo come open of Sampſon Iſland, then ſtarboard your helm, 
and keep to the W. till you have brought the Steval Rock in a 
line with Nut Rock, or Merrick Iſland, giving juſt room to 


go paſt the ſaid iſland, then port your helm. If you have a 
ming to lie upon the flats in Porth Mow, you may, or if you 
chuſe to ride afloat, you muſt ſteer out for Britain Rock, 


which is on Treſco Shore; you may anchor abreaſt of the 
ſaid rock, or between that rock and CR Ton: where + 


8 a en He ee „ 


* 


About a quarter of a Aide 8. 8. E. Gm 40 Near 13 
Crow Ledge, which appears at low water, and on the S. E. of 


 Karn Near, about a quarter of a mile diſtant, is à rock, >. 


called the Mare, on the E. N. E. of which, at about two hun- 


Ne g died yards diſtance, are two ſunken. ledges, which appear at 
Ulf ebb. About a quarter of a mile from the Mare Rock | 
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is a ſunken ledgs; called the Potts. The mark to go upon 


this ledge, is to keep the Nut Rock in a line with the graſs of 
| Sampſon Iſland. The fide mark is to keep the Great Rock 
on Treſco in a line with the old watch-houſe on Abbey Hill, 
About a furlang from Karn Near is Little Broad Ledge, 


which is feldom covered at high water, and about a quarter of 


a mile from Karn Near E. and by 8. is Great Broad Ledge, 


which appears at high water. Between the Potts and the 


Mare Ledge is a rock, called the Round Rock, which ap- 

pears at low water. The mark to go upon it, is to keep the 

Nut Rock in a line with the centre of Minaltar, and the ſide 
mark is to keep the Great Rock on Treſco in a line with the 


top of * Hull. 


Abs cas eondand 3 from Karn Near lies the ſkeleton 


of a woman who died on board a veſſel in St. Mary's Road, 


when a large fleet put in here with foul weather, coming 


home from the Havanna, after that ſtrong fortreſs was taken. 
Neceſſity obliged the people on board to bury this woman 
without a coflin, in a ſandy bank, about fixty yards above high 
water mark, where now the ſkeleton. appears. Fhe woman 
was in perfect health when the fleet arrived here, but died 
aſter a ſew days illneſs. The veſſel that brought her here 
was loſt off the Start Pojnt, and every perſon on ade 


periſhed, going 1 hence to Portſmouth. 


8 mile E. N. E. from Ten 
5 Fi ig Tree Bay, and cloſe by is Fig Tree Ledge, which is al- 
ways above water. On the 8. E. point of Treſco Iſland is a 


karn, or heap of rocks, called Skirrit Iſland, from which 
about two hundred yards is a ſmall illand, called Green 


Iſland, which is about two hundred yards round, and which 
is ſurrounded by the ſea, at high water. At about fifty yards 


from Green Ifland is a long ſunken ledge, near wor hundred 


yore long, and about fly yards wide, called * Ledge, 
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132 oo” DESCRIPTION of the 


or the Flat of Skirrit Iſland. About three bandeed yards 


8. E. from Skirrit Iſland is a ſunken ledge, which is covered 


at three quarters flood, called Diamond Ledge ; and on the 
8. E. of this ledge, is a long riff of rocks, about two hun- 


dred yards long, called the Tail of Diamond Ledge, which 
appears at low water. The mark to go clear of the Dia- 


mond Ledge, and the Tail, is to keep the high rock upon 


Tean Iſland about a ſail's breadth to the E. of Hedge Rock; 


and to go between the tail and the bars? is to _—_ Lion Rock 
oy of St. Martin' yg | 


i 


05 00 N. from Skirrit Iſland, and about a quarter of 2 


mile from the ſhore is Pentel Rock; and E. from this rock, 


are two ledges, called Crigohills, which appear at low water. 
The mark to go between them is to keep St. Mary's Caftle, 


between the two old wind-mills, in the garriſon. About half 
a mile N. of Skirrit Iſland is a head-land, called the Lizard 
Point. On the N. E. of which is a ſunken ledge, which is 

above water at a quarter ebb, and about one hundred and 
fifty yards N. E. is Great Cheeſe Rock; and about one hun- 
dred and fifty yards from this rock are ſome ſunken ledges, 


which appear at low water, called the Chink. The mark to 


go upon them is to keep the Tide Rock, in a line with the 
"centre of the Cheeſe Rock. The breaſt mark is to keep the 


Lizard Point in the centre of Great Cheeſe Rock. From 


E. to S. of Great Cheeſe Rock are a great many ſunken 


rocks, which appear at low water, about two hundred yards 


from Cheeſe Rock. About a quarter of a mile from the 
Lizard Point is a village, called the Burrow. The next head- 
land to the N. is called Ruſſia Point. About two hundred 


yards E. N. E. from the Blockhouſe 3 is Cock's Rock, which 


is ſeldom. under water. To the S. W. of Little Cheeſe Rock 
is a ſunken ledge, which 4 0 at three quarter s ebb; called 5 


Cheeſe Rock's Cudd. 
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On the 8. point of Old Grimſby Harbour i is a fore bloek- 


| Houſe, which is twenty-eight feet in length, and twenty-two 
feet in breadth, It ſtands ſquare with the four cardinal points 


of the compaſs, with two platforms of ſtone on the top, well 


- ſecured by a parapet wall of ſufficient height to work great 
guns over, which formerly was the caſe, but it is now void of 
defence, and has been ſo for time immemorial. If this fort 
was again put in order, as it has been by the appearance of 
the platforms, it would be a good defence againſt Crow Sound 
and St. Hellen's Gap, which are the two principal entrances 
into Old Grimſby Harbour. The front ſquare of this fort 1 
faces the E. and is raiſed from the top of a pile of large rocks, 
and ſo advantageouſly, placed by nature, as to be thirty feet 
in height to ſupport the reſt of the wall, with the platforms 


and parapet on the top. The wall of this fort is well built, 


and four feet thick at the top, and is about forty feet high, 
Including the help it has by nature on the E. fide. There 
are all the appearances of military convenience in it, ſuch as 2 7 
guard-houſe, colour's-houſe, flag-ſtaff, &c. which, with a 
little attention, might be repaired to great e for coaſt- 


ing Youu that pur. into _— harbours, 


| About a quarter of 7 mile w. s. w. from che Blockhouſe, 


upon the top of the hill, is a natural rock, about nine inches 
above the ſurface of the ground, with a round hole in its 


centre eight inches diameter, ſuppoſed for an upright poſt to 
work round in; and at the diſtance of two feet from this hole 


in the centre, is a gutter cut round in the rock, out of the ſolid 


| | tone, fourteen inches wide, and near a foot deep, wherein a 
round ſtone four feet diameter, and nine inches thick did go 


round upon its edge, like a tanner's bark mill, which is 


worked by a horſe; the round ſtone has a round hole through 
its centre, about eight inches diameter. This is ſuppoſed to 
have been a mill, for the purpoſe of pulverizing the tin ore, 
in a ancient times, and. worked cither by men or a horſs, be- 
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1734 4 DESCRIPTION 7 the 
fore ſtamping wille were known, of the preſent conftratijon ; 


beſides there are no ſtreams of water in Scilly ſufficient to 


work ſuch engines, ſo the tin ore muſt have been pulverized | 
fome other way in Scilly than that which is practiſed now in 


Cormvall, where they have ſtreams of water 2 the 


* mills. 


eee e See « mils N Gout this e bs = 


mite torf, on which neither brier, thiſtle, nor flag oo 
Ik is near half a mile long, and abbut a furlong wide. 


ever- green bank, without rock or weed, riſes high rn to 
keep out the ſex, ſerving at the ſame time to/preſerve the pond, | 
and to ſhelter the Abbey. The water isclear, and contains 


the fineſt ecls that ever were taſted. The land is eultivated 


on both fides of it, and by its gentle x7: oa brick of | 
FRA 


The Abbey-chorch foes on a 8 8 
8. E. end of this poo}, in the moſt pleaſant and retired u- 
tion, in the iſland, where but little is feen indeed; but the e 
view here is altogether tender and delicate, compared to what 
tte other proſpeRs in theſs iſfands afford. Thie Abbey was 
Earls of Cornwall after the Norman conqueſt. No veſtiges 
ef the monaſtery are now to be ſeen; but part of the church 
_ belonging 40 it is ſtill Randing, and is uſed as a burying, place, 
the inhabitants efteeming it more ſacre& am any other ſpot 
Im the iſland... This, opinion, however is not { abſurd, as it 
may at fiſt fight appear, for whoever reads Kenneit's Pa- 
 rochial Antiquities will find that the Biſhops ancientiy never 
ſuffered the dead to be buried any where bat at the mother- 
church; and when the chaplain of Stratton Audley, im Ox- , 
__ ſerdfkive, preſumed to bury two corpſes in the ſaid ebapeh, 
Rr MO Eee ee | 
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SCILLY ISLANDS. en 
the thied year of the reign of Henry the Sixth, and. the 


Biſhop determined in favour of them againſt that legal 


practice. The inhabitants who have lived to the age off 
eighty or ninety years ſay, that their parents accounted: for 
this church being in the ſame condition, as at preſent, when 
their parents were children. A great part of the walls of the 
church is carried off to patch up ſome poor houſes, which 
ſtand below it, on the ſpot where, probably, the monaſtery 
| Rood. This church is ninety feet in length, and thirty feet in 
| breadth, and ſtands due E. and W. In the 8. fide wall is a 
fine arch of good workmanſhip, and on the N. ſide has been 
another arch directly oppoſite to it, and of the ſame breadth, 5 
which is now fallen down, and only fix feet in height ſtand- 
ing. The church appears, from theſe two arches fronting 
each other, to have been built in the form of a croſs. The 
arch that is ſtanding on the S. ſide is twelve feet wide at the 
dottom. and runs up to a ſharp point at the top, which is ſixʒ- 
teen feet high from the rubbiſh at the bottom, which is three : 
er . feet thick, upon the floor of the church, Where the 
dead are now buried and on the W. ſide of che ſtanding arch, 
is an arched. door: Both arches are raifed with ſtone of a very 
bne grit. Saveral windows as well as doors have been caſed 
with the ſame ſort of xed ſtone, which it is thought the 
Monks got from Normandy. This fine red ſtone is not ſo 


ponderous as Portlandl. or any ather ſort of ſtone, that is to 


be met with eicher here or in England, 5. e. if a piece of be 


dame dine thauld be weighed. This church is ſuppoſed to 
Aba burnt dawn. A man, about thirteen years ago, 
Vas, employed to remove ſume ſtones and zubbiſh.at the W. 


ankef the ancient huilding to make more room for burying 
che dead, who found a large piece of a bomb ſhell, and ſe- 
veral pieces of .eoked timber. among the ſtones and rubbiſh 
that he cleared away. There is earth ſuſficient carried with- 
in the walls of the church, from time to time, upon the os. 
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196 4 DESCRIPTION 17 the 


This iſland was ancieritly called St. Nicholas Iſland, and 
was ſaid to be the largeſt of all the Iſlands of Scilly, in Le- 
land's time, and to have contained ſixty houſeholds ; but (if 
what he ſaid of its extent is true) it has loſt much of its land 
fince that time, for it is, at preſent, but little more than half | 
as big as St. Mary's, being about two miles in length, and 


about fix miles and a half round. It contains about eight 
hundred and thirty acres, and at preſent ſeventy-four dwelling- 


Houſes, but ſome houſes contain ſeveral families. People now 


alive can remember when there were only twelve families 
upon this iſland. Several new houſes have been built 1 in this 
and the other illands WIE the laſt twenty ue: | 


r. HEILEN ISLAND. 


*HIS. iſland is about one an N. from the Blockhouſe 
upon Treſco; the ſoil on the lower part of this iſland, 


| ſeems very good, and has been formerly cultivated, ' by the 
appearance of the remains of hedges and encloſures. It is 


now uninhabited, and ſerves the people of Treſco for feeding 
cattle and ſheep'; the ſoil upon the upper part is a kind of 


turf or peat, and makes very good fewel. This iſland is 
about a mile and a half round, and contains about one hun- 
dred acres. There are the ruins of a church upon this iſland, 


which 1s the moſt ancient Chriſtian-building in all the iſlands. 


It conſiſts of a S. iſle thirty-one feet and fix inches long, by 
| fourteen feet and three inches wide, from which two arches, 


low and of an uncouth ſtyle, open into a N. ifle twelve feet 


wide, by nineteen feet and ſix inches long. There are two 
windows in each iſle formed in the moſt ruſtick manner; and 
there is a ſtone jutting out, near the Eaſtern window in the 
N. iſle like a platform, on which it is ſuppoſed by ſome, the 
image of the ſaint ſtood to whom the church was dedicated. 
If this conjecture be true, the fone may have been placed 


there 


$CILLY ISLANDS. 16 


there long after the chnrch was founded, for it is undoubtedly 
much older than! image worſhip, which was not known in 
England 'till the latter end of the eighth or the beginning 
of the ninth century. It is probable ſome prieſts or monks 
uſed to reſide near the church, for there are ſtill the remains of 
ſome houſes built i in the form of cloiſters. 


In the year 1771 la oats keloaging to Treſco hap- 
pened to come upon this iſland, and took a walk towards the 
Golden Ball Bar, where they found three men, lying on the 
bar, beneaped, at high water mark, who had been dead ſome | 
time, as they appeared to be weather beaten ; the people who 
found them were preparing to bury them, and looking down 
to about half tide, they ſaw three more, who had been much 
disfigured by the waſhing of the ſea. The people brought 
the {ix men upon the ſolid earth, made a grave, and buried 


N them as well as could be expected. Nothing ever tranſpired 


to diſcover of what country they were, nor from whence they 
came, or where bound. The people who buried them found 
among them ſome pieces of copper coin belonging to Portu- _ 

gal, ſo they might in all probability, have: been of that 
= country. Five of them were tout well grown men, and che 
: lxth a very roang's one. 


This iſland with Tean, Northwithel, and Foremaſi Iſland, 
form the harbour, called St. Hellen's Pool, which is the place 
appointed by act of Parliament, for veſſels to perform quaran- 
tine in, and where is good anchorage. for merchant veſſels. 
Round Iſland, which is about a mile round, and uninhabited, 
lies near a mile from St. Hellen's Iſland, and contains about 
three acres ; this iſland lies about two miles W. N. W. from 
White Iſland, which is near St. Martin's Iſland. About a 

quarter of a mile N. W. from White Iſland lies Lion Rock, 
and about the ſame diſtance from Lion Rock, lies Black Rock, 
near r which! is a ſunken lege which e at half tide, at 
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about one hundred yards diſtance, N. W. About three hun- 


dred yards N. W. from Black Rock, are two ſunken ledges, 
called Deep Ledges, which ſeldom appear at low water. The 


mark to go upon them, is to keep the Burrow Houſe upon 


Ledges. The mark to go upon them. is to keep Mananorth 


open with the N. E. part of St. Hellen's Iſland. The breaſt 
mark is to keep a high hill upon Treſco, called the Vane, in 

a line with che Eaſtern rock of the Gap. About a quarter of 
a mile W. N. W. from St. Hellen's Iſland, is a large high 


rock with three tops, called Menanorth. Near half a mile 


W. S. W. from Mananorth is a rock, called the Golden Ball, 
from which is a brow of rocks, which reaches to St. Hellen's 
Ifland, near a mile in length, Between this brow of rocks, 
called Golden Ball Bar, and the iſland of Northwithel is a 


paſſage for ſmall veſſels, at bigh WRT» into St. ona $ 
Pool. 


B R E 1 A R 1 8 L A N D. 
HIS id lies on the W. fide of New Gray Har- 


a bour, and about a quarter of a mile from Treſco. Is 
- 18 the rougheſt and moit mountainous of all the Scilly Iſlands, 
and not wy years ago there were only two families in it, 


3 but 


ä 3ůꝶ)gö— —⅛—pj — 


Treſco in a line with the Eaſtern rock of St. Hellen's Gap. 

at the entrance of St. Hellen's Pool. The breaſt mark to 90 

upon theſe ledges is to keep the top of Toll's Iſland, near 
St. Mary's, in a line with the day mark upon St. Martin's. 
Between St. Hellen's and Tean Iflands lie two rocks, called 
the Gap Robks, which form the entrance into St. Hellen's 
Pool; theſe two rock are about one hundred yards apart. 
The leading mark to go between them into St. Hellen's Pool, 
3s to keep the Burrow Houſe upon Treſco open with the middle 
of the Gap. About a quarter of a mile E. N. E. from the 
entrance of the Gap lie two funken ledges, called the Pollard 
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but now there are eleven. This iſland is about three miles 


round, and contains about three hundred and thirty acres. - 


The church is ſituated cloſe to the ſhore, on the E. ſide of the 
Iſland, and on the 8. W. fide of New Grimſby Harbour ; 


it was built in the year 1742, and is twenty-two feet long by = 
_ fourteen feet wide. It has one bell about half a hundred 


weight upon the W. end, and is in all reſpects like the other 


off iſland churches, only it has no gallery in it, as all the other 
churches in Scilly have. The reader here is a fiſherman, and 
his brother readers in the other oft iſlands are alſo Wer- 


| men. 


In many parts of this iſland are the ruins of Druidical tem- 
ples, and ſome others ſuppoſed to have been places of wor- 
ſhip uſed by the Phcenicians. There are alſo many burrows | 


or funeral monuments, moſt of which are of a circular form. 


There are i in moſt of the Scilly Iſlands large rocks, ſurrounded 
by other rocks of a leſs ſize, in a circular manner. Proba- 
bly they were altars, as all the circles of ſtones that are 

found in the iſlands could not be ſepulchral; for ſome of 


them are planted upon the ſurface of rocky ground, ſo 'tis 
not unlikely that ſuch were deſigned for fire worſhip, like the 
large temple, upon Sally Key Downs in St. Mary's Iſland; 


if not they muſt have been rock deities. For Pliny tells us, 
that the ancients with great veneration incloſed thoſe rocks 


from profane approach, waich ſerved om: as N of Mey. 
Ye devotion. 


About a quarter of a mile N. from the church is a high 


daill, called the Watch Hill, whereon are the ruins of ſome 
building, ſuppoſed to have been a watch-houſe. This is the 
higheſt land in the iſland, which commands a proſpect of che 
Tea all around, and of every iſland of Scilly that is inhabited, 
as well as of the Land's End of England, which bears due 
E. about ten n leagucs diſtant. Upon this hill, near the ruins 
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140 4 DESCRIPTION of the 


of the old watch-houſe, is a pit in the ground like a tiers; 


which 1s ſquare and meaſures four feet in length, two feet 


and eight inches wide, and two feet deep. It is ſurrounded 
with four flat ſtones, the top ones were lately taken away for 
building a new houſe cloſe under the hill, where are ſeveral 


| houſes, called the Town of Brehar. Many ruins of houſes 


appear in the Higher Brehar, the foundation ſtones of which 
ſtill remain. 


On the ſhore, oppoſite Hangman's Iſland, has been a breaſt 


work caſt up for the defence of New Grimſby Harbour; and | 
upon the Northern hill of this iſland are the remains of ſtone . 


encloſures. The hill is now almoſt entirely bare, by means 


of the violent ſpray of the ſea continually flying over it; 
and the ſmall quantity of ſoil that till remains, ſerving inſtead 
of turf, is carried off for fuel. Upon the higheſt part of this 


hill are the ruins of a building, due W. from the Old Caſtle 


upon Treſco, ſuppoſed to have been either a watch-houſe or 


an ancient day mark; it is ſituated cloſe to the entrance of 


New Grimſby Harbour. To the N. of this place is a long 
rocky promontory, called the Chapman Head, which forms 
the W. ſide of the entrance of New Grimſby Harbour. On 
the W. ſide of this headland is a cove, called Hell Bay, in the 
head of which is a ſpring of freſh water, which iſſues out of a | 


cliff on the ſea ſhore, and affords the only ſtream of freſh wa- 
ter in this iſland, and upon which the ſun never ſhines. On 


; the W. fide of this bay are two i called the * * 


which form Hell Bays 


"About a quarter of a mile W. from the High Rocks on 


Brehar Iſland is a large rock, or iſland, called Scilly, - which 5 
is abont half a mile round. It contains about one acre, and 
upon the top of which is a pool of freſh water; and from this 

ſmall and inconſiderable iſland, all the other iſlands take the 
b general! name 1 SeUly. TIE at low water are about 


" twelrg | 


of water. 


thoms water. 


half tide. 


at high water. 


chral burrows. 


keep their boats. 


SCTLLY ISLANDS. 


twelve feet depth of water. The tide of flood flows here E. 
About a quarter of a mile 8. E. from Scilly 
Tſland, is an uninhabited and uncultivated iſland, called Guel, 
which is near half a mile round, and contains about ten acres. 
About two hundred yards due E. from this iſland on the ſhore 
of Brehar, is a peninſula of high ground, called the Guel 

Hill, upon the top of which, on the W. ſide, are three ſepul- 
On the W. ſide of Guel Hill is a ſmall bay, 
called Porpus Cove; and on the S. fide is another bay, called 
the Great Porth, in which is a ſmall pier, where. fiſhermen 
Between theſe two bays, upon the iſthmus, 
is a fine freſh water pool, which is abcut a quarter of a mile 
long. and about one hundred and fifty yards wide. 


% 


141 


About a mile 8. W. Gum Scilly Rock, is a large rock in 
the ſea, called Maiden Bower, on the outſide of which are 
about thirty-three fathoms depth of water. On the 8. fide 
of Maiden Bower, about a quarter of a mile diſtant, is Black | 
Rock ; cloſe by which is Seal Rock, on the S. W. fide of 
which, about half a mile diſtant, are eighteen fathoms depth 
Between this rock and the Caſtle of Brehar is a 
long ledge of rocks, called Inaſwittick, about a quarter of a 
mile W, from the Caſtle of Brehar, on the S. fide of which, 
about a quarter of a mile diſtant, are from three to five fa- 
thoms depth of water. On the S. fide of Inaſwittick, about 
half a mile diſtant, is another riff of rocks, called Mincarlo, 
which is S. S. W. about three quarters of a mile from the 
Caſtle of Brehar, on the W. fide of which are eighteen fa- 
The Caſtle of Brehar is a vaſt rock in the ſea, 
about ſixty feet high, and about half a mile from the ſhore, on 
the W. fide of Brehar Iſland. Between the Caſtle of Brehar 
and Black Rock are ſeveral ſunken rocks, which appear at 
Between the Caſtle of Brehar and Guel Hill, 
about a quarter of a mile from the ſhore, is Moon Rock, on 
2 the $, tide of which i is a Tg of rocks that appears at high. 
| | TN water 


— - * — — — 

- Py 2 ————— — & —— — — — a 
— — . 
m ww 
Þ 4 g 8 - I > Tn 1 S we 1 : 
- e 404. 4% e 2 ad wn 8 . 9 e 80 * 8 
n N by <a 4 " : ds n — TA OE Res lo . 
* 3 82 3 PX x 2 FLY T 77 3 * 4 2 
bt, © — 3 . . : A : 
. - . 


5 n 


— 2 ů— np n 
> 


_— — — 


— 


In pre Og: 8 : 
a- e - 2 o 


_— — —— 


nt. fb. rr 2 —— —— — 


— > 
. — — 


—— 


<= "we 


r 
= 
* 


x 


& * 
. 
11 
474 
1 
9 A 
* a» b 
£ WT. 
, 0 4 
4 74 
£ [ 
b p* 
£4 1&3 
Ti: 3x3 
* * 
1 4 
: 
A 4 C1 
8H 
Ss >. 
41 
1 i F 
k 12 
17971 
N 1 
4 8 
. . 
1 * * 
. 
4 1 4 \ 
1 
by F $1 
,. TE 
1 % 2 
© 14 
BF 3-288 
„ 
1 : 
j . 
o . * 
1 : 
8: 
F$Y 
N 18 
* $9 * 
* 1 f 
13 
. 
TT 
1 5 
1 * => 
"5 
* 
1 
1 
4 1 1 
15981 
* 35 
„ 
EE Res 
- "1:44 
8 we 
Þ;. 88 
„ 
Eo 
1 * % 
* { 


> oat as i 


. 8 
2. 


* 3 £ 
—— — . 
. 2 * 


— 1 * 
„ , we nic — 


HT 9 ——_— 0 „ 
DO MER 8 
- * T 4 - . 
SP e — a. 7; 
* — On . 
9 7 r — 
222 


be - 
om 


: 22 88 


<—_ 


— — = — N — 
e * * * a 
— — - — — — % — — 
* a a an — 5 78 r 5 * 1 
” N 3 — * * ji — . D 
r . 5 * . . * y 1 * 
C — .! ⅛˙· : . oox AP" vert, er Rs —— — 
4 . 
4 r —— W wn Cielo 2 


— 2s 2 


3 I IN — 


amd 14 — — — 


— at 8 
2 
NYE. 


- - 
n — 2 
K 23 ny ern polls 2 23 
* „ — 22 


1 DESCRIPTION of the 
Water in fine weather. Orr the 8. E. from the Caſtle of Bre- | 


har are-ſeveral rocks that appear above water, called Gutter- 
ages, about a quarter of a mile W. from Brehar ſhore, on the 


W. fide of which are about five fathoms depth of water. Be- 
tween Heathy Hill in Brehar and Guel Hill is a rock, ſur- - 


rounded by the ſea, called Merrick Ifland, on which a Dutch 


hip, laden with ſtaves, was loſt, in the year 1743. The peo- 


ple ſaved themſelves by cutting down the main maſt, which 
fell overboard and reachcd the iſland, by means of which 
they got on ſhore, On the S. ſide of Heathy Hill are ſeveral 
ſcattering rocks, ſurrounded by the ſea, among which a tranſ- 


port, called the Nancy was driven aſhore on the 26th of 


February, 1784. About a mile and a quarter 8. W. from 
Brehar, and about half a mile W. from Sampſon Iſland, are 
ſome ſunken rocks, called Bream Ledge, which appear at 
two hours flood. Near a quarter of a mile S. W. from 
Mincarlo is a rock, called the Biggal. On the W. fide of 
which are about twenty-five fathoms depth of water. Near 


the middle of Sampſon Sound is a rock, called Yellow Ledge. 


The tide ſets in here eight hours from the W. from low wa- 
ter till two hours ebb, and then 1 it runs out to the W. till 
. water. 


Upon Brehar ſhore oppoſite Yellow Ledge is a promontory, 


called the Works, where formerly has been a ſod battery. 


The S. hill of Brehar is called Sampſon Hill, upon the top of 


which are three ſepulchral burrows ; many of the flat ſtones 


which formerly covered them, lie here and there, ſome keep- 
ing their firſt ſtation, and ſome have been removed to make 
Kands for ſhooting rabbits, with which this part of the iſland 

| abounds. In the channel between this iſland and Teſco, 
near the middle way, is a rock, called Crab Ledge. About a 
quarter of a mile E. S. E. from Brehar church is Merrick 
| Ions, and oppoſite to it on Brehar ſhore, about a quarter of 


a mile 8. from Bochar church, near the ſea ſhore, is a ſmall 
| re gular | 


5 regular entrenchment, deſigned, as is ſuppoſed, for an ad- 


vanced guard, or place of arms, for the Parliament forces: 
The curtain is but twenty-one feet long, and from one cur- 
tain acroſs to the other is but fifty-four feet. About a quarter 


of a mile N. E. from Brehar church is a half tide rock, 


called Queen Ledge, which is cloſe to the ſhore. The ſands 
reach from this iſland inwards to Treſco, and may ſometimes 
be paſſed on foot, but without on the W. fide of the TG, 5 


towards the ocean, the water is e deep. 


SAMPSON ISLAND. 


Is iſland is ſituated about half a mile to the 8. of 


Brehar, which riſes up in the ſhape of two pyramids, 

and is fo clearly ſeen at a conſiderable diſtance, that ir is of 
infinite uſe to ſeamen. T he proſpett from St. Mary s has a 
beautiful effect, but when you come near it, it does not an- 
ſwer expectation; when it is ſeen off at ſea, a ſtranger would 


ſuppoſe it to be only a barren rock. Its green ſides are co- 
vered with ferns, and the ſandy parts are of a very bright co- 
laour. The ſand has been blown up by the Northern winds, 


and covers a great part of that which is called the Brehar 


Hilt of Sampſon. This iſland, which contains about one 
hundred and twenty acres, and is about a mile and a quarter 
round, forty years ago was inhabited only by one family, but 


now here are fix dwelling-houſes, and thirty inhabitants. 
The rent of the iſland is three pounds and ten ſhillings a year, 


one half of which is paid by ſome people who live upon 


Treſco. Fhe families in this iſland have but little cultivated : 
land, who are moſtly employed i in fiſhing, and making kelp in 


the ſeaſon, by which they procure a comfortable ſubſiſtence, | 


and live on the moſt friendly Terms with the inhabitants of 
the other iſlands, 
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44 4 DESCRIPTION of te 


This iſland appears to have been much larger in former 


times than at preſent ; for at low water, after ſpring tides, 


are ſeen the ruins of houſes, which 1s not to be wondered at, 
when we conſider its ſituation in the ſea, and the various ſtorms 
to which it muſt, in common with the reſt of the iflands, have 
been ſubject to, in a long courſe of years. The remains of 
Druidical ſuperſtition are here very numerous, and there are 
ſeveral of their ſepulchral monuments ſtill preſerved, which 
are called by the iſlanders Giants Caves. There are hedges 
of ſtone ſix feet under the common run of the ſand banks, 


and at low water the people paſs on foot from this iſland to 
Treſco and Brehar over the ſands in New Grimſby Channel, 


where at full ſea are ten or twelve feet depth of water; and 
in the courſe of the paſſage are ſeen the remains of hedges, 


and ſuch other things as ſerve to ſhew that theſe iſlands have 
| undergone ſome very ſingular revolutions of which hiſtory i is 


ſilent. Theſe are certain evidences. that the iſlands laſt men- 
tioned were once one continued tract of land, divided i into 


fields, and cultivated even in theſe low parts „which are now 


overrun with ſea and ſand. It is moſt likely that theſe iſlands 


have been ſeparated by an earthquake. | 


The two ſmall hills on this iſland are covered with graſs and 


ferns, and nothing can be more delightful than the proſpect 
they command. On the N. hill among a large group of 
rocks, there is one canopy rock, which projects from the reſt | 
five feet and ſix inches, and ſtands fix feet and eight inches 


from the ground. On the very ſummit there are eleven ſlone 


; burrows, of like ſtructure to thoſe of the other iſlands. On 


the S. hill are the ruins of houſes, and a ſepulchral burrow -,; 
on the top of this hill is a vaſt range of rocks from which 
many ſtones are fallen, One large rock in particular was 


known to be ſplit in pieces by lightening ſome years ago. 


Many more ruins appear on this hill, which ſhew that the 
ſand. 1 was much better inhabited before the ſea and ſands - 
NS OR ES | 


SCILLY. ISLANDS N 


forced the people to deſert i it, Water is here very bad, and; 


for want of ſprings, in the ſummer, frequently becomes 
putrid, and conſequently not fit for uſe, ſo the inhabitants, 


in ſummer, are obliged to fetch water from the other iſlands 


in boats, for their neceſſary occaſions; they attend divine 
| ſervice at the other 4a N their dead there to be 


buried. 


Abbut A quarter of a mile due W. * this 1rd! 1s | White : 
5 Iſland, which is uncultivated, near half a mile round, and con- 
tains about ſeven acres. About a quarter of a mile S. W. 


from this iſland is a large rock in the ſea, called Great Mi- 
naltor; ; and on the W. fide of which, about a quarter of a 


mile diſtant, i is another rock, called Little Minaltor. Near 


three quarters of a mile W. from Little Minaltor is a rock 


which appears at half tide. Near two miles W. from Samp- 


' fon Iſland is a ledge of rocks which appears at low water, 
called Ley Steeple. The leading mark to go upon this ledge 
is to keep the head-light keeper's houſe in a line with a rock 

near St. Agnes Iſland, called the Little Smith. The fide- 

mark to go upon this ledge is to keep the 8. hill of Brehar 
in a line with the head of the Iſland of Mincarlo. On the 


N. E. fide of Sampſon is Puffin Iſland, about a quarter of a 
mile diftant, about one hundred yards round. About half a 
mile S. E. from Sampſon Iſtand is Nut Rock, in a line be- 3 
__ tween which and Sampſon are two ſunken ledges ; the one is p 


| called Green Iſland, and the other! 18 called . Illand. ; 


S. A NES ISLAND. 


Is iſland i 1s about three miles 8. W. Sls St. Mary's 
Quay, which is well cultivated, and fruitful both in 
corn and graſs. It is, including the Guew, about four miles £ 
round, ang contains about three hundred acres, beſides the 5 
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| e 146 4 DESCRIPTION gf whe 

— 1 Guew, which contains about ninety acres, and is all one iſland 
144 at low water. There are forty-two dwelling-houſes upon 
1 * this iſland, and about two hundred inhabitants; but in Le- 
N * g land's time there were only five houſeholders, all of whom, 
"1 | he ſays, were drowned in returning from a marriage feaſt at 
it} St. Mary's. There is no good water upon this iſland; the 
*Y | beſt is the rain water, which is collected upon the leaden floor 
| $. of the gallery of the light-houſe, and from the roofs of the 


light-keeper's houſes, which falling from thence into leaden 
ciſterns and large catks is mixed with a great deal of filth, 
and becomes very diſagreeable. The inhabitants might have 
good water here doubtleſs if they would fink good wells for 
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$f it, but being uſed to bad water from their infancy _ are : 
| N Nh | oy indifferent about that which 2 18 otherwiſe. 5 

5 a. are Coen Druidical Anu ente in this iſland; bs „ 
1 me principal thing that attracts the notice of ſtrangers is the 

; 5 bght-houſe, which is the greateſt ornament of this Hland, 

{'F and is indeed a fine ſtructure, erected on a lofty eminence | 

5 g from whence there is a..moſt extenſive proſpect every way. 

1 Its height is ſeventy- two feet, the top of which is ſurrounded 

14 by a fine gallery, which ſerves to clean and repair the windows 

4 of the lanthorn. The height of the gallery is fifty-two feet, 

lis and from the gallery to the top of the lanthorn is twenty feet. 

17 The circumference of the bottom of the tower meaſures one 

4 hundred feet, and the top of the wall of the tower is ſixty- 

? | four feet. The circumference of the outſide of the lanthorn 

0 is thirty-nine feet. The circumference of the gallery is 

4 ſeventy-ſeven feet; and from the tanthorn to the outſide of : 
1 | the gallery is ſix feet and a half. The height of the glaſs in 

1 the lanthorn is ſeven feet and eight inches. The number of 

A panes of grlaſs is ninety-two ; each of which meaſures four= 

1 3 teen inches long, and twelve inches wide. The whole ſtone 

bi 5 i work is plaiſtered white, which makes it a uſeful mark by 

4 g | DES 4 for mips coming from * Southward, as the light ＋ fire 
1 e 0 does 
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does by night; ſo nothing can contribute more to the ſafety 
of ſhipping than this ſtructure. It was erected by the Cor- + 
poration of the Trinity- -houſe of Deptford Strond, and a - 
light exhibiced therein with coals in the year 1680, and had 
an early reputation of being very uſeful to navigation; but 
the Corporation, who are ever zealous to make improvements 


in all their lights, cauſed it a few years ſince to be altered from 


a coal light to argand lamps to burn oil with reflectors; in 
the year 1790 the ſaid lamps and refleQors were fixed on a 
machine moving in a circular revolution, and preſenting a 
bright and conſpicuous body of light in every direction, once 
in a minute, which now ſerves effeQually to diſtinguiſh the 
Scilly light from all others in the Channel, and they have 
ſince received the moſt pleaſing account of its utility, and ot 
its being viſible as far as the horizon will admit. If this | 
_ alteration is carefully attended to, the light at Scilly cannot 


be miſtaken by ſhips coming from ſea whenever it can be 


| ſeen, as by its frequent vivid flaſhes like lightening it may 
be known to be the firſt light they generally make on enters To. 


ing the Britiſh Channel. in the _ ſeaſon. 


About half «miles; E. and by 8. from the lighthouſe is is a 
rock upon Wingletang Downs, called the Giant's Punch 


| Bowl, the top of which is nineteen feet and fix inches high 


| from the ground. The rock on which it ſtands is nine feet 
high from its baſis of natural rock, which is about one foot 


high from the ground, and meaſures forty-eight feet round, 
In the | top of the higher rock is a baſon which meaſures ſeven 


feet diameter, and three feet deep. The top rock into which - | 


the baſon is ſunk, does not reſt upon the middle rock, which 


ae eee puns. wha Gem ons fade ich way; at ench 15 


me en! it W 
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12 Another bed . E. from the Giant's 
| Ponch Bowl, has ſeveral baſon in he vp i, ons of which 
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will hold about thirty gallons. | Cloſe by this bock on the 


| E. fide, about ſeven yards diſtant, is a curious pillar of na- 


tural rock, and about fifteen yards from the Giant's Punch 
Bowl, on the W. N. W. fide is another pillar of the ſame 
kind, a wonderful work of nature. Near forty yards further 
E. is another rock, with ſeveral baſons upon the top of it, 
one of which will hold about ten gallons. About a quarter of 
à mile from the Giant's Punch Bowl, and near half a mile 


from the light-houſe S. E. is the Sun Rock. On the W. fide 


of the bay, between this iſland and the Guew, is a high heap 


| of rocks cloſe to the ſea, called Augillion. Near a furlong 


8. W. from the 9 point of this iſland is a rock in the ſea, 
which appears above water at half tide, called the Little Hake 
Stone, between which and the ſhore a boat may paſs. About 


a quarter of a mile 8. W. and by W. from Augillion = 


large heap of rocks, called Trean Plat, which is clofe to the 
" ſea, Near a quarter of a mile S. E. from the Giant's Punch 
Bowl, is Wingletang Bay, where a Dutch ſhip laden with bale 

goods was driven on ſhore, by a violent ſtorm of wind then 
8. E. The Captain was knocked overboard with the boom, 
and was drowned ; only one man more periſhed, by the ſe⸗ 
verity of the weather, after he got on ſhore. This accident 
happened 1 in December,” 1737. Due S. from the light-houſe I 
is a rock in the ſea, near a quarter of a mile from the tore, 
called the Great Wingletang, on which a Dutch veſſel Was 
loft in the year, 1720, and all the people on board periſhed. - 
On the W. fide of this rock are ſeveral ledges: that appear 
above water at half tide. On the W. N. W. fide is another 
rock, about a furlong diſtance, called the Colt, which appears 


at low water. A boat may paſs between this rock and the . 


ſhore. 8. and by W. from the light-houſe is a ſandy bay, 
called Porth Afkit, cloſe by which, on the W. fide, is a heap 
of large rocks, about fifty feet high, called Adnis. S. 8. W. 
ſrom the light-houſe is Sancta Warna Bay, about a 'quaiter 
off a {le at. On the 8. E. _ of chis bay was Sancta 
8 | Wares 
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Warna Well, which is now filled up, left the cattle or ſheep 
| ſhould puſh one another into it, when they came to drink. 
The ancient inhabitants of this iſland uſed to invoke St. 
Warna, as their benefactreſs in times of diſtreſs, whom they 
4 ſuppoſed to be inſtrumental in ſending wrecks, and in direQ- _. 
. ing and preſiding over their good fortune. It is handed 
dcn by tradition among the iſlanders, that St. Warna came 
over from Ireland in a little wicker boat, covered on the out- 
fide with raw hides, and landed here in this bay. This well 
was conſeerated to the memory of this ſaint; in honour and 
gratitude to. whom ſeveral of the inhabitants uſed to pay their | 
annual devotions at this place, on the day after twelfth day, 
eleaning it out, and uſing certain ſuperſtitious ceremonies in 
their thankſgiving ; which being ended they made a a general 
h e ana rejoicing CGR _ iſland. N 
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| At the foot of Sancta Warna Bey, upon the brow of the £ 9 

ill, are two rocks about ſeven inches apart, called Adam and | 3 

Eve; the higher one meaſures nine feet in height, four feet | I 

; wide in the broadeſt part, and one foot thick; the other is 1 
about one foot ſhorter. On the W. S. W. fide of this bay, 4 

is a rock upon the top of the hill, called the Nag's Head, 4 


| becauſe at a diſtance it appears ſomething like the head of a 
Horſe, On the S. fide of this rock, and cloſe to the ſea is a 
high cliff, called Caſtle Vean, on the W. ſide of which is ano- 
ther large rock, near fifty feet high, and ſurrounded at ſpring 1 
| tides by the ſea, called Caſtle Broſe. About one hundred 
yards W. is another great heap of rocks near ſixty feet high, * 
called Pink Karn, part of which fell down in the year 1763, 
being ſplit with the thunder, and diſcovered a large quantity 
of ſlob dollars, which, by length of time, were turned black _ 
| like lead. They were found by a maſon who was getting 
ſtones to make ſome repairs at the light-houſe ; they were 
2 e to have been concealed here in the time of the civil 
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150 4 DESCRIPTION T te 
a quarter of a mile 8. from this rock is a ledge which appears 
at high water, called Letheges, and has fix tops. There is 
about four fathoms depth of water hereabonts. A Dutch 
galliot ſtruck upon this ledge in the year 1764, which came 
from Bourdeaux, and was bound to Hamburgh, laden with 


wine and brandy ; the people were all faved, but the veſlel 
and cargo were Swan loſt, : 


5 On the W. point of this iſland is a rock at the entrance of 
Smith's Sound, on the ſtarboard hand, called Camp Gurling. 
About a quatter of a mile W. from this point is a rock in the 
Tea, called Monglow, which appears at half tide. The mark 
0 go clear of this rock is to bring the high top of Penny 
Ledge, about a quarter of a mile N. in a direct line with the 

N. E. end of a rock, called the Great Smith. The breaſts 
mark for this rock is to bring the light-houſe in a line with a 
rock on the land, called Caſtellar. Letheges Ledge, and an 
iſland on the larboard hand, about a mile diftant, called 
Malledgan, form the entrance of Smith's Sound. Here the 


' tide ſets out at four hours flood, and continues till two hours 


ebb; and ſets nearly the ſame through the Weſtern necks 
and rocks as far as the Biſhop, to the N. of which rock | is met 
the harbour tide i in n Broad Sound, N Ad 


| The 1 mark to 90 into Smiths Sound, i is to ney a : 
high rock to the N. which is on the W. fide of Sampſon Iſland, 
called the Caſtle of Brehar, in a line with the W. end of the 
Great Smith's Rock, which is about a mile and a half 10 the 
N. from the entrance of this Sound. All the way up this 
Sound are about ten fathoms depth of water; keep this courſe _ 
till you come abreaſt of the Great Smith, and then alter your 
courſe E. N. E. till the Cow Rock under St. Agnes Iſland 
25 opens. the W. fide of the Guew; keep this courſe till Bant's 


Karn on St. Mary's Iſland opens with a high rock off St. 


Marta's uk OO nn PO IEA. bring Nur 
— Kock 


— 


| Rock i in New Grimſby Channel in a line with Brehar church, 


you have good anchorage in St. Mary 5 e in four f 


rhoms Eve of water. 


on the E. fide of Minton; at the entrance of Smith's 5 
Sound, is an old breaſt work about one hundred feet long, 


and to the N. of this breaſt work is a bay, called Pericles, 
on the E. part of which is a pier where fiſhermen keep their 


boats, at which veſſels diſcharged coals formerly for the uſe of 
the light-houſe. At the entrance of this bay is a rock, called 
the Gunner, which appears at four hours tide; it lies about 


half way between Penny Ledge and Burnt Iſland. The 


mark to go upon it is to keep the bellfry of the church in a 


line with Joſeph Hicks's kitchen chimney. The ſide mark 
is the karn of N in a line with Thomas LINKED 
houſe, | | 


Near Pericles's Bay ſtands the church, which is built in the 


Lame fiyle as the churches in khe other off islands. Leland 


lays that there was a chapel here, from whence the iſland took 

its name; but it is not the ſame that is now in being, and 
there is no account when it was originally built. It was 5 
ſituated nearer the ſea than the preſent church, and there is no 


certain account how it was demoliſhed. It is handed down 


by tradition, that the old church was beaten down by the 5 
Parliament forces in the laſt century, and that it lay in ruins 


many years; and a dwelling-houſe was built upon the ipot 
with the materials. Several people now living can remember 
the arch ſtanding which was between the nave of the church 
and the chancel, built with fine free ſtone in the ſame mannet 

as the arches in the ruins of the Abbey church at Treſco. 


The dwelling-houſe, which was built with the materials of 
the old church, and upon the ſpot where it ſtood, was waſkied 10 
away as well as a great part of the burial ground, with a high _ 


dae in the year 1744, ſo no remains of it are now to be ſeen. 
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152 EP > DESCRIPTION of the 


Tbe church now in eng! is twenty-four feet long and four- 


teen feet wide; it has a gallery at the W. end, which was 
erected in the year 1782, and has one bell about half a hun- | 
dred weight. It is handſomely pewed, and in good repair, 

but is far too ſmall for the inhabitants, who at preſent are not 


| ne to college? it. . 


— 
= 


In the year 1685 a French veſſel fruck upon arock, called : 


the Raggs, and came to an anchor cloſe by, 'The inhabitants 


| of this iſland went to her afliſtance, and when they came to 


her, they found no perſon on board, ſo they took poſſeſſion, 


and ſet fail for St. Mary's; when they arrived they found the 

Captain and the crew, who claimed the veſſel and paid the 
ſalvage. The inhabitants being at that time without a church, 
agreed to appropriate the money which they got for the ſal- 


vage of this veſſel, to build a new church. The church was 


new roofed in the year 1760. The burying ground 15 at a : 
little diſtance from the W. end. A fiſherman reads proyere 


Poke! and pars of a printed ſermon on Sendeyt: is 


On the N. W. kde of Pericles Bay is · a high rock, which. 


is ſurrounded at high water, called Burnt Iſland, on which in 


the year 1764. a veſſel laden with coals for. the light-houſe 
was totally loſt, but all the people were ſaved. : About fixty 
. yards 8. W. from Burnt Iſland lies the Fennel | Rock, which | 
appears at four hours tide. The mark to go upon it is to 
keep the Great Karn of Burnt Iſland in a line with the old 9 555 
cellar. On the N. W. from this. iſland, about a furlong i is a | 
1 riff of rocks, called the Three Brothers, which appears at | | 
half tide. The mark to go clear is to keep the W. point * . 
- Burnt Iſland open with the edge of the graſs upon the iſland e 
"4.08 Sampſon. In fine weather a boat may paſs between this 
rock and Burnt Ifland. On the N. E. ſide of this iſland, | 
about a furlong from the ſhore is a rock, called the Little 


; 5 Wird, which appears at high water. There are about two 


—— 


[ 


3 e fathoms 


VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVTTTTTTTTTTT(T(TTTTTT oy 
fathoms depth of water hereabouts. In the year 1753 a 
veſſel belonging to the Ifle of Wight, called the Johanna, 
bound to Liverpool, was totally loft upon this rock, but the 
people were all ſaved. Between this rock and the Great Smith 
is a channel for ſhips to go from $inith's Sound into St. Mary's 
Road, where are about five fathoms depth of water, and in 
the middle of this channel is a ſunken rock which appears at 
low water. The mark to avoid this rock i is to bring the 8. W. 
karn of Hellweathers in a line with the W. end of the Gor- 
regan Rock, which lies to the 8. W. about two miles diſtant, 
and near a rock, called the Trenemen. The breaſt mark is to 
bring a rock on St. Agnes Iſland in a line with the light-houſe. 
The ledges of Great Smith lie about E. from the Great 
Smith, and appear at half tide. The mark to go. clear of 
© theſe ledges, is to keep the Great Smith open with the N. fide 
of Annet Head. The fide mark is to keep Camp Gurling 
open with Burnt Iſland Point. There is a ſafe channel for 


veſſels on each fide of theſe led ges in fix fathoms. 2 of 
| water. a | 


J About half a mile N. W. from the light-houſe, and about 
thirty yards from the ſea is a fine freſh water pool, in which 
are plenty of eels. Between this pool and the light- houſe, 
within the laſt forty years, were ſeveral fine fields, now en- 
tirely uſeleſs, by means of the ſand being blown over them, wy 
_ Which are now open to the common. To the E. N. E. of 
tmis pool is a bay, called Porth Killier, into which a very large | 
| ſhip was driven by ſtreſs of weather, belonging to Shields, and 
| bound' to Liverpool. This veſſel was ſtranded on the ſame 
day the Johanna above mentioned was loſt on the Little 
Smith; ; the veſſel was got of again, and all the people were 
| faved. There was not a rat opon the iſland before this ac- 
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_ cident, but now theſe creatures are numerous. 'On the z4th of io 
December, 1788, the Duke of Cornwall's tin ſhip, which 4 
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driven on ſhore in this bay, and totally loſt, but the people ; 
were all ſaved. About half a mile N. E. from the light- 
houſe is Porth Conger, which is near a quarter of a mile 
deep, and about one hundred yards over at its entrance. It is 
formed by the N. E. point of St. Agnes Iſland, and the N. W. 
point of an iſland, called the Guew. At the entrance of this 

bay is a large black rock, called the Cow, near which is ano- 
ther rock about half way between the Cow Rock and the 
Guew, called the Calf. Here are twelve feet depth of wa- 
ter, and a ſine channel for ſmall veſſels. In this ſine ſandy 
bay is a ſmall pier where fiſhermen formerly kept their boats, 
now made no uſe of, On the W. ſide of this bay, under the 
cliff is a fine ſpring of running water, which affords the only 
ſtream of freſh water in St. Agnes Iſland; and at the bottom 
of this bay is a bar of ſand, not- above twenty yards over, 
which extends from St. Agnes to the Guew, and over which 
the ſea flows at high water ſpring tides. On the S. fide of 
this bar is another fine ſandy bay, near half a mike deep, and 
about a furlong wide at its entrance, which is formed by the : 
E. point of St. Agnes Iſland, and the S. W. part of the Guew. 
In this bay is another ſmall one, called Cove Vean, where 
fiſhermen keep their boats. | 


On the E. fide of this Illand of St. Agnes, is the Guew, a 
part of the ſaid iſland, and never divided from it, but by high 
and boiſterous tides. On it are many little low burrows edged 


with ſtone, and the ſigns of ſtone hedges and encloſures, plain 85 


evidences of its having been once cultivated and inhabited, 
but at preſent it ſerves only as a coarſe common to the inhabi- 
tants of St. Agnes. Upon the top of the N. hill is a ſepul· 

chral burrow, which was opened a few years ago by ſome 
people of St. Agnes to gratify their curioſity, who in their 

ſearch found ſome coarſe earthen pots, which they broke with 
their ſhovels and pickaxes, not thinking to find any ſuch things 
chere, ſo the exact form of theſe veſſels cannot be aſcertainedʒ 
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by the broken pieces they appeared to have contained about 
a gallon each, but nothing was found therein, but ſome aſhes 
and cinders. I found ſome of the ſhreds when I meaſured 


the ſepulchre, which were about half an inch thick, and 
ſeemed to have been made of coarſe clay. The length of the 
ſepulchre is fourteen feet, the depth three feet, and the 
breadth of the W. end is two feet and ſix inches. It is walled 


round with ſtone, and is ſomething in the form of a coffin, 


and meaſures over the wideſt part four feet and three inches. 


It appears to have been built upon the ground with good ma- 
ſon's work, and earth heaped up againit it all around, and is 


covered over with large flat ſtones. The people of St. 


Agnes ſay it has been the grave of a giant, but they cannot 


conceive for what purpoſe the earthen pots were put in it; 


ſome ſuch like earthen pots were found in another ſepulchral 


burrow, upon one of the Eaſtern iſlands, called Great Arthur, 
a few years ago, which the labourers broke with their ſhovels 
and. pickaxes, ſo their form and ſize could not be properly 


aſcertained. About one hundred yards to the S. upon the 
_ ſame hill, is another ſepulchre of the ſame form, which does 
not appear to have been . | 


"On the N. E. * of the Guew is a high rock cloſe to the 


ſea, called the Kittern, where in the year 1733 a maſter of a 
© veſſel and one man were taken up alive by the inhabitants of 


: St. Agnes, after they had floated two days upon a raft of their 


veſſel, which was wrecked upon the uninhabited iſland. of 


Mellegan, which is about a mile S. and by W/. from the 
| Hand of Annet, to the W. of St. Agnes Iſland, The veſſel 


was coming from the Bay of Honduras laden with mahogany | 
for London. About a quarter of a mile S. E. from the 
Kittern, is a large rock in the ſea, near two hundred yards 
from the ſhore, called the Bough, from which rock about 
three hundred yards is a promontory, called the Kibbern, on 


the 8. W. hos, and on the 8. ſide of the Kibbern is a round 
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reck, at 2 ſmall diſtance from the ſhore, called Droppy Noſe, 
hoy the 8. E. * a 


la che year 1754, a tranſport bound out with convicts to 
Philadelphia, one of the ſailors on board tranſgteſſed, fo the 
Captaia was determined to put him aut of the veſſel, and 
had him put upon this rock, called Droppy Noſe, which is 
ſurrounded by the fea. The man had a {mail keg of rum with 
him upon the rock, and two guineas in his pocket; if he had 
tarricd upon the rock two hours longer, the ſea would have 
waſhed lam off, and he muſt have been drowned, but luckily a 
fiſhing boat came paſt the rock, ſoen after he was put upon 
it, and took him off to St. Mary's, from whence be was con- 


* to Penzance. 


| The leading mark to go into St: Mary's Sound between the 
Gue and the Spaniſh Ledge, is to keep the old caſtle upon 
Treſeo Hand in a line with the inner neck of the Steval Rock, 
near the W. corner of the garriſon. The breaſt mark is to 
keep the hght-houſe in a lint with the top of a hill in the 
Guew, about two hundred yards N. N. W. fram the-cock. 
vpon e called Penny Banco. 


f on we S. E. corner of the 8 2 high rock on the 
ſhore, called Cuckold*s Point, which appears at a diſtance like 
an old caſtle. About one hundred yards S. S. W. from the 
hore. is a ſunken ledge, called Cuckold's Ledge, upon which 
a veſſel firuck in the year 1771, and was totally loſt, and all 
zs to keep Great Wingletang Rock open with a rock, called 
the Hoe, on. the S. point of the Gaew. To keep the 
Wiagletang Rock open of the Hoe, carries a veſſel clear to 
the . of the Spaniſh Ledge. On the higheſt part of the 
Southern hill of the Guew are the remains of an old battery. 
To the W. S. W. from the Hoe about a furiong, is a large 
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rock in the ſea, cloſe to the ſhore, called the Great Hake 


Stone. About a furlong from hence. upon the land is a heap 
of rocks, called Karn Wrean. Near a quarter of a mile 
E. N. E. from this karn is a long ſtone ſet upright upon the 
common, called the Old Man, eight feet high, and near fix 
feet round, ſappoſed to have been ſet up here, either for a 
monument, or for an object of Druidical ſuperſtition. —@ 


ANNET ISLAND. 


IIS illand is 2 about a quarter of a mile W. 
from St. Agnes, and conſiſts of about ninety acres; 


upon it are ſome rock baſons, and the remains of hedges ; but 


it is uninhabited, being partly covered with rocks, and the reſt 


times, and was probably joined to the other iſlands; for at 
low water, foundations of houſes and ſome remains of an- 
tiquity appear. About a quarter of a mile S. S. E. from the 


8. part of Annet Head is Royal Rock, and about a furlong 


from the Southernmoſt part of Annet Head is a large riff of 
rocks, called Hellweathers. When Sir Cloudeſtey Shovel 
was loſt in 1707, two men belonging to the Admiral's ſhip- 
vere driven upon a piece of timber againſt the ligh karn of 
Hellweathrrs; one of them preſerved himfelf upon this rock, 
where he remained for ſome days before he could be gotten off, 
the weather then being ſo bad, and the fea ſo rough: But the 
other man was drowned, being daſhed of the piece of timber, 
when it ſtruck againſt the rock. - The man that was taken off 
the rock gave an account that a foremaſt man, on board the 
Aſlociation, told ſome of his ſhip-mates that unleſs they al- 


- tered their courſe they would, in a ſhort time, be among the 
rocks of Scilly ; when this came to be known by the officers 
oa board, the man was ordered to be puniſhed for endeavour- 


c What the man ſaid | 
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proved true; in a few hours after the veſlel ſtruck a rock, and 


every perſon on board except this one man periſhed, who was 


taken off the karn of Hellweathers, by ſome of the inhabi- 


-tants of St. Mary's Iſland. About a quarter of a mile W. 


from the middle of Annet is a high rock, called the Rawneys, | 


| with You {mall rocks round it that are under water. 


The ets ali Annet Head, which at a diſtance appear 


| like ſpires, are about a mile and a half N. N. W. from the 


Hght-houſe. About a furlong from the Annet Head is a ſmall 


rock in the ſea, called the Ruddy, which appears at half tide. 


On the head of Annet Iſland is a high heap of rocks, called 
Karn Iriſh, At the N. E. end of Annet Iſland is an opening 
which comes in from the ſea, about forty yards long, near 

ten feet wide, and about twenty feet deep, called Lake 


Anthown, which goes in under ground, and is ſuppoſed to 


: have been an old- iron mine, becauſe the rocks here have the 


appearance of iron ore. About a mile N. N. W. from 


Annet Head is a ſunken rock, with four tops, called the Old 


Wrack, which ſeldom appears above water. The mark for 
this ledge is to keep the Little Minaltor, juſt in a line with the 


8. part of the N. hill of Sampſon Iſland. The other mark is 


the Great Karn of Percoſt kept in a line with the head light 


| keeper's houſe. About two miles N. W. from Annet Head 
is a ledge, called Legeffery, which ſhews at low water. The 

mark for this dangerous ledge, is to keep a long hedge that 

zs on the 8. hill of Sampſon Iſland, between the two parts of 
Great Minaltor. The other mark is the Great Karn of Per- 
coſt in a line with the light-houſe, but to go clear of this. 


ledge, in coming in or going: out, keep that hedge clear on 
either ſide of Great Minaltor, 1 you will go « Gene < 9 0 2 85 


5 ſaid ledge. 


 Melledgan Iland! is about ; a cs 8. and by W. Gm: Annet, 


WT uncultivated, and near half a wile round; on che 8. end of 


this 
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this iſland is a rock in the ſea, called the Great Stone, be- 


tween which and the iſland a boat may paſs. This rock ap- i 
pears at half tide, near which is another rock, called the 


Little Stone, which is dry at low water and bears S. W. 


There are about three fathoms depth of water hereabouts, 
and the tide ſets E. and W. About a furlong W. S. W. from 
this iſland is a dangerous rock, called the Biggal of Melledgan, 

upon which a Dutch veſſel was loſt, laden with wine and pa- 


per, in the year 1760. Two men were drowned and all the 


reſt were ſaved, being eight in number, who were haled off 
_ the iſland with ropes, where they had been all night. The 


veſſel drifted from the Biggal upon the iſland, and the men 


got on ſhore from the maſt. To the W. N. W. of this iſland 5 
lies another rock, called Men Fleming, which appears at half 


tide. And to the N. W. of this iſland lies another rock, 


called Moncoy, near a quarter of a mile diſtant, with ſeveral 
{mall rocks cloſe to it all around. There are about four fa- 


rhoms depth of water bereabouts. The tide ſets N. W. 
and 8. E. Eo 1 


3 land 3 18 hank a GE ok a half 8. W. and abys 8. 


from Annet Iſland, is uncultivated, and about half a mile 
round. The Biggal of Gorregan is a rock above water 


| about a furlong N. and by E. from the N. part of this iſland. 


Between this iſland and Annet is a good channel for ſhips in 
eight fathoms depth of water. The tide ſets here N. W. and 
S. E. About forty yards W. from this iſland is a rock in the 


ſea, called the Treneman, and cloſe to it are twenty fathoms 


depth of water. On the ſame fide of this iſland is a rock, 
called the Raggs, where the veſſel ſtruck which the inhabitants 


f of St. Agnes Iſland took poſſeſſion of after ſhe was forſaken 


S by the Captain and crew, and with the money which they | 


got for the ſalvage of this veſſel, they built their church. On 


the W. fide of this iſland, about a quarter of a mile diſtant, 


bY a rock, called Camperdorn ; and on "Ws: W. fide of this 


rock | 
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| Tock is another rock, called Broadneck, near which is a paſ- 
' ſage for ſhips in about fix feet depth of water. The tide runs 
here N. N. W. and 8. S. E. On the W. ſide of Broadneck, 


about a quarter of a mile diſtant, is a lump of rocks, called 


Pednathiſe, whereon ſeveral veſſels have been loſt. In the 
year 1679 a large ſhip was loſt here, part of which drifted 


into Porth Conger. The men all periſhed. Another-large 


| thip was loſt here in the year 1750, when all the people on 
| board periſhed. A French frigate of thirty-fix guns was loſt 
here in the year 1780, and all the people on board periſhed. 


Another veſſel from Virginia laden with tobacco was loft here 


in the year 1788, on the 7th of June, and all the people were J 
| ſaved. Near this rock to the N. W. is a lamp of rocks, 


called Roſevean, whereon a Dutch ſhip from Smyrna, laden _ 


with cotton, was loſt in the year 1752, and all the people were 


Kev Iſland 3 15 cuba; And les dove: two des 


w. S. W. from St. Agnes, and is about three quarters of a 
mile round. A French veſſel was loſt on this iſland in the | 
year 1762, fix of the men were faved who got upon the ifland 
upon pieces of the veſſel, and twelve men were drowned. 
The Nancy Eaſt India packet was loft here on the 26th day 
of February, 1784, and all people on board periſhed. About 
a furlong N. N. W. from this iftand'is a long riff of rocks, 
 ealled the Ponds, whereupona Portugueſe veſſel was loft, laden 
with wine, and all the people periſhed. About a mile W. and 
dy N. from St. Agnes is a large ſunken ledge, called Lewey- 
treath. The mark to go upon it is to keep the Weſtern karn 
of Hellweathers in a-ſtrait line with a rock, called the Kittern, 
on the Geew. The croſs mark to go on it is the Tock, called 
ee ee eee e che S. E. - fide of h 
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| Cribbaweden Iſland i is about two miles and a half W. from 
St. Agnes, uncultivated, and is about half a mile round. 


Several ſhips have been loſt here, viz. the London, of Lon- 
don, in the year 1788. The Gilſtone Rock is about three a 
miles S. W. from St. Agnes, and about half a mile W. from 


the iſland of Roſevean. Whereupon Sir Cloudeſley Shovel 
Was loſt on the 22d day of October, 1707. Great Cribinick 


Rock is from St. Agnes about four miles W. and by 8. and | 
cloſe dy it is another rock, called Little Cribinick. The 


depth of water hereabouts is ſix fathoms. The tide ſets N. 
W. and 8. E. The Biſhop Rock is about a furlong N. W. 
from theſe rocks. About three miles and a half W. and by 
8. from St. Agnes is a ledge of rocks, which appear at low 


water, called Rettaries. The mark to go upon it is to keep 
the light-houſe 1 in a line over a rock in the ponds, called 
| Jackey's Rock. The Crim Rock is from St: Agnes about 
four miles and a half N. W. The mark to come in on the 
8. of this rock is to keep Great Minaltor, juſt in the middle 
between the 8. part of Sampſon Iſland and one of the Eaſtern | 
| iſlands, called Norenuer, which will carry you clear. The 
mark for the N. part of the Crim, is to keep the Great Smith 
open off Peninis Head ſix or eight fails breadth, clear to the 


S. and that will carry you clear to the N. of the ſaid rocks. 


Lou may run *till you come to open the light-houſe off Annet 
| Head, and then you may run in for St. Mary's Road, keeps. 
ing part of Great Ganilly Iſland open off the N. part of St. 

Mary's Iſland. Run on this mark till you bring Droppy 

| Noſe Rock on the E. part of the Guew, near the Steval 
Rock on the W. part of the garriſon, then drop your anchor. 
here you will have fix or ſeven fathoms . of n. 


and very * Wan . 


e Rack is nrar e miles amt > hath abans. - 
N. W. from St. Agnes. One mark for this rock is to keep 6 
che Great Smith Rock near St. Agnes, in a line with a heap _ 
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of rocks near r Peninis Head, called the Kettle and Pan. The 


other mark is to keep the E. top of Roſevear Iſland in'a line 


with the E. part of Roſevean. To go clear on either fide of 
the Gunner Rock, keep the day-mark on St. Martin's Iſland . 


clear off Sampſon Iſland on the S. and that courſe will carry 


you clear to the 8. of the ſaid rock. Keep the ſame day- 
mark on the N. fide off Sampſon, and that will carry you 
clear to the N. of the ſaid rock. The tide ſets here N. W. 


and S. E. About four miles N. W. and by N. from St. 


Agnes lies a ledge of rocks, which ſhews at low water, called 
the Nundeeps. The mark of this ledge is the old caſtle on 
Treſco Iſland in the middle of Inaſwittick, and the other 
mark is the Iight-houſe in a line with the Annet Head. To 
go clear of this ledge on the S. ſide, keep Great Minaltor 


open off Sandy Bar in Crow Sound, and to go to the N. of 


this ledge you muſt keep the old caſtle, as before mentioned, 
_ off the N. of Inaſwittick. | 


"Fo come in at the s. hed of Broad Sound keep hs N. 
Part of Norenuer Iſland juſt open off the N. part .of St. 
Mary's Iſland, and that will carry you clear into St, Mary's 
Road, only when you come abreaſt of Sampſon Iſland, ſtar- 
board your helm, and run on till you open G Ganilly Iſland, 
then keep the firſt or next top clear off the N. part of St. | 
Mary's Iſland, till you run to bring Droppy Noſe Rock on 
the ſhore of the Guew in a line with the Steval Rock, on the 
W. ſide of the garriſon, then yon may come to an anchor i in 
god 8 in ſix or ſeven fathoms depth of water. 


e depth of e in ris and: 8 the different 
ledges from the Crim Rock, to the ledge of Broad Sound, 
is from nine to. twenty-ſix fathoms, which you will have out- | 

| fide of the Gunner Rock, keeping that rock in a line with 
Earn Morval on st. Mary” s Iſland, but the general depth. . 
from fourteen to ſixteen fathoms, all over the Sound, The 


* 
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tide of flood runs here to the N. E. and as the water flows and 


comes high, it turns and ſtrikes in towards St. Mary's Road, 


and ſo goes round to the 8 and when the tide of ebb makes 


to its full ſtrength, it goes out juſt in the ſame manner as the | 


flood comes in. 


It is high water among the iſlands at half an hour paſt four _ 
o'clock, the ſpring tides flowing there E. N. E. but the neap 
tides with a Northerly wind flow N. E. or at fix hours. The 
ſpring tides riſe and fall about twenty-one or twenty-two | 


feet, and the neap tides about fifteen or ſixteen feet; and 
both flow with a hard Southerly wind an hour longer, but a 
hard Northerly one wall pur” the time of e as mar 
back. nes | 


The 8. ſtream ſets out of St. Mary's Sound from half flood 
to half ebb. The W. ſtream comes into St. Mary's Sound 


from half ebb to half flood, and runs out through Broad 


Sound, about the Little Scilly Iſland, off the N. W. ſide of 
Brehar Ifland, and for fix or ſeven leagues to the Weſtward 
of it. The N. ſtream runs nine hours to the Northwards, 


between theſe iſlands and the Land's End of England, and be- 


gins to ſet to the N. as the laſt quarter ebb begins to ſet N. 
W. and ſo altering till it ends i in N. E. at which time it is 
high water aſhore at Scilly. Then the 8. tide. comes and 


runs throe hours to the Southward. 7 4 


1 


There is a very W ran ige of rocks chat lies ae Scilly 2 


and the Land's End, about three leagues E. N. E. from St: 


Martin's Head, called the Seven Stones, very dangerous to 
ſhipping coming from abroad as well as for coaſting veſſels. 
The marks of theſe rocks, are to keep the N. part of Brehar 


Iſland, called Shipman Head, in a line with Round Iſland, for 


the Pollard or the Northernmoſt rock; the other mark for it 


h Is the =k point Foes ſee of St. Mary's open off the iſland of 
e Nlenawethan. 
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1 DESCRIPTION 1 the 


Menawethen. There are many more 1 that appear ** 


water, almoſt in a line with the Pollard Rock, but not ſo high, 


and there are many more that lie to the N. of the Pollard 


Rock, but to be ſure of going clear to the N. of them all, 


keep St. Martin's Head a little way within St. Mary's Land, 
and that mark will carry you clear of them. The mark of 


the S. ſtone is, keep a high rock off St. Martin's Head, called 
Hanjack, in a line with the N. hill on the S. part of Great 


5 Ganilly Iſland ; this mark will carry you right upon it, but 
bring Hanjack down in the valley between the two hills on 
Ganilly Iſland, and you will go clear to the 8. of the ſaid 


rock. This place 1 is good for fiſhing, and is. frequented. by 


the Scilly fiſhermen in the ſummer. There have been many *' 
ſhips loſt on the abovenamed rocks, and many have ſtruck . 
upon them, and put into Scilly to be repaired. At the firſt 
of the flood the tide ſets here N. W. nine hours, and ends in 


05 N. E. And the ſtream begins to ſet to the S. at 9 water, 5 
which is E. N. E. alnore. : 


1 he beſt time to make a * from the Land's End to 


. Scilly, 15 2 W the tide then, ſing. W. 8. w. right 


you keep to the g. of it, you, will haue the W. S. W. ſtream 
with, von fix hours, till it is half flopd near the ſhore ; at 


Wich time this W. 8. W. ſtream breaks, and tuns gently in 
towards the iſlands. This is to be underſtood of the tide, 

| that runs aboꝑt a league or two off the iſlands to the % as far 
* N= W. *. Wack. Foe: 


1 is * to give an 3 account of * ancient  inhabi- 


8 8 tants of: thele. iſlands, wath regard to. their habitations aud. 
' works of peace, war, and religion, they all being now extinR, | 
All the antiquities. here. to be ſeen. are of the rudeſt Druid 


rings, and if borrowed, i in, any, meaſure. from the. oriental 
2 5 ee 
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| | 3 ſuperſtition being very infeQious, were 1 0 ſrom 
their moſt ancient and ſimple rites. There is great reaſon 


ta believe that theſe iſlands were really inhabited, and as fre- 
_ quently reſorted to anciently, as the old hiſtorians relate. 
All the iſlands by the remains of hedges, walls, and hauſes, 


contiguous to each other, and a number of ſepulchral bur- 
rows, ſhew that they have been fully cultivated and inhabited: 


The extinction of the old inhabitants perhaps may be owing | 

to the gradual advances of the ſea, and a ſudden drowning of 

the land; for even at this time the ſea is perpetually preying 
upon theſe iſlands, and leaves nothing where it can reach, 


except bare rocks. When the tide is out a man may ſome- 
times walk from St, Mary's Ifland to St, Martin's, and from 


thence to Treſco, and frequently people walk dry ſhod from TY 


| Treſco to Brehar and Sampſon, over the flats which ſtretch 


from one iſland to anather, where are frequently diſcovered 
under the ſands, ruins of houſes, and the remains of hedges, 
many feet. below high water mark; in che middle of Crow | 
Sound a fine regular pavement. of large flat ſtanes is ſeen 


about eight feet under low water at ſpring tides, which are 
plain evidences of a former union ſubſiſting between theſe 


now diſtinct iſlands. They certainly had tin mines in theſe 
iſlands two hundred years before Chriſt, but it is hard to ſay 


- what i is become of theſe mines, for the mines at preſent to be 


| ſeen ſhew no marks of their being ancient, and. the few work» | 
ings upon Treſco and the other iſlands could not. be worthy. of 
ſuch a competition as, ancient writers ſay, was between the 
Pheœnicians and the Romans, on account of the trade to theſe 
iſlands for tin, which was then very advantageous. That 
theſe iſlands have undergone ſome great cataſtrophe is be- 
' youd all doubt, and they muſt have ſuffered greatly from a 


ſubſidence of the land, the common. conſequence. of earth. 


| quakes, attended by a ſudden inundation of thoſe parts, 
Where ruins, fences, mines, and other things, the traces of 

which Rill remain, formerly ſtood. This 1 might 
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probably deſtroy many of the ancient inhabitants, and ſo 
terrify the ſurvivors, as to make them forſake their country, 


by which means the people who were the Aborigines, and 
correſponded fo long with the Phœnicians, Greeks, and Ro- 


mans, were reduced to the laſt gaſp. The inhabitants are all 
new comers 3 not one old habitation, nor any remains of 
Phcenician and Grecian art in the ports, caſtles, towns, tem- 

_ ples, inſcriptions, and works of e are now to be 
found. 


That theſe iſlands were inhabited Ty Britons: is paſt at 


doubt, not only from their neighbourhood to Britain, but from 
the Druid monuments; the ſeveral rude pillars, circles of 
tones erect, kiſtvaens without number, rock baſons, and 
tolmens, all monuments common in Cornwall and Wales, 
equal evidences of antiquity, religion, and original of the 
old inhabitants; they have alſo many Britiſh names at pre- 


ſent for their little iſlands, tenements, karns, and creeks, and 


more, doubtleſs 8. have been forgot or joſtled out by modern 


n ; 


Many may be willing to know when this 1 hap- 


G pened which overwhelmed the low lands, ports, and towns, 
in thoſe parts where the abovementioned ruins, fences, mines, 


and other things of which we have no veſtiges now remain- 


ing, formerly ſtood ; but of this there is no certainty. In 

the time of Strabo and Diodorus Siculue, the commerce of | 

_ theſe iſlands ſeems to have been in its full vigour, for accord- 

| Ing to this laſt mentioned author, abundance of tin was car- | 

Tied away in carts. Strabo informs us, that there were ten 

Hands in all, nine of which were inhabited. Therefore the 

deſtruction of Scilly muſt be placed after the time of theſe + 
authors, that is after the Auguſtine age; but how long after 

3s uncertain, Plutarch hints that the iſlands round Britain * 

were generally ren en time, and if he includes Scilly 


-among 
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among them, and was .rightly informed, that deſolation muſt 


have happened between the —— of Auguſtus and that of 15 


n 


There was a great ſubſidence on che Southern coaſts of 5 
England, in the time of King Edward the Firſt, whereby 
Winchelſea, near Rye, in Suſſex, was ſwallowed up, and its 


ruins are three miles within the high ſea; but this muſt be 


much later than that which happened to Scilly; becauſe the 


monks at Scilly petitioned that Monarch for protection from 


pirates and foreign ſailors, and if ſo great a misfortune had 
happened ſo late, ſome notice would have been taken of it by 


them, and in all probability it OE: have been e 
mentioned * hiſtorians. 1 


In the year 1014 there 1 was a A 0 ken notice 


of in the Saxon Chronicle; but it is not likely, that the 


_ cataſtrophe of theſe illands happened ſo late as this, becauſe 

as there were monks at Scilly in the year 938 or. ſoon after, 
nothing of this kind could have happened without its having 

appeared ſome where or other in the papers or hiſtory of 


Taviſtock Abbey ; at leaſt, if the monks of Scilly were 


united to that Abbey at its firſt foundation in the year 961. 
It is probable this inundation muſt have happened before 


King Athelſtan's time. The beſt account we have of an 


- Inundation which happened in the end of March in the 
year 830, and which affected the South of Ireland, and at the 


ſame time might probably reach Scilly and the coaſt of Corn- 
wall. As this inundation ſeems well atteſted, ſome writers 


are of opinion, it is what reduced, divided, and deſtroyed the 
| iu Iſlands. | * 


| That theſe iſlands: were ert 3 So Comal is not 


to be doubted; and it is the opinion of ſome very reputable 


writers, that chey were once joined to England, and ſeparated 
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168 4 DESCRIPTION J te | 
by ſome earthquake, though the particulars have not been 
tranſmitted to us; and to ſtrengthen this ſuppoſition, it may 
de obſerved that the iſlands of Scilly having tin in common 
- with the county of Cornwall, which no other iſland does pro- 


| Qace, is a further probability of their once being joined to 
Cornwall, and ſevered from thence either by a gradual in- 


| eroachment of the ſea, or ſome violent irruption. As it 1s 
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not in the power of man to aſcertain the truth of this circum- | 
ſtance, the reader muſt be left to judge for himfelf, and to 
form what notion he thinks fit; for where records are want- 
Ing, and OT is filent, the 1 foundation is en 


The 1 fpoken } in Scilly 3 is a mixture of the Weſt 
country dialect, with the common Engliſh; the iſlanders i in 
general ſpeak much better Engliſh than a ſtranger would ex- 

4 ped to find in their detached ſituation. And they have their 
_ peculiarities which diſtinguiſh the inhabitants of the different 
Hands from each other, as well as from their neighbours of 
England; and I doubt not but every ſtranger that viſits the 
Hands will ſee honour, juſtice, and every ſocial virtue, exerciſed 
among the inhabitants with the ſtricteſt punctuality, except 
a few particulars, as there is no ſoil howſoever well cultivated 
| but what will produce ſome ill weeds ; though there is never 

a lawyer, and but two clergymen in all the iffands. As to 
te little odd cuſtoms and whimſical diverfions in uſe among 

the inhabitants, they are ſuch as are, at leaſt, innocent, and 


; mw the hun and e of the N who N | 


The fituation of theſe - ilarids | is boch, as maker wen of 
great advantage to ſhipping in general bound to the coaſt of 


England, from the Southward, but in particular to all Channel 
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traders, that happen to be taken with a contrary wind, which 
is very often the caſe, in paſſing from one Channel to another, 
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and if it blows hard, they will always chuſe to bear away for 


Scilly, for the ſake of waiting for a fair wind, but more 
eſpecially when it blows ſtrong Eaſterly; ſuch a reſting place 


is of great advantage to ſeamen, as it ſaves them the trouble 


of beating the ſea in bad weather, to the great damage of their 
fails and rigging. At ſuch a time theſe iſlands are as ſure 


of vilits from the coaſting veſſels, as if they were bound here 
to diſcharge ; where they find good harbours, and are ſupplied 


with every kind of neceſſary that the iſlands afford, and 


from which they can clear the head-lands of England, as 


ſoon as the wind alters, Homeward-bound | ſhips alſo, 
_ eſpecially from America, often put into Scilly, as the firſt land 


they make, generally, in their way to the ports of England ; 


people after long voyages being One willing to catch at the 
0 firſt e that offers, | 


If a 4 is not 1 with the going in at Scilly . 
muſt hoiſt her colours and fire a gun for a pilot, when one or 
more will preſently come off to carry her in, even in very bad 
weather. And ſo vigilant are all pilots in Scilly, upon ſuch 
emergent occaſions, that boats will put off from different 
parts of the iſlands at the ſame time, running the greateſt - 
hazards, endeavouring who ſhall firſt lay her aboard. The 
pilots are paid according to the weather, and the hazards _ 
they run in going off, and likewiſe of che value on the OF, 19 


and cargo which hey ing? in. 


0 Theſe Anand are of che utmoſt importance to England, 

for if they were in the poſſeſſion of an enemy, the Channel 

trade from Ireland, Liverpool, Wales, and Briſtol, to London, 

and the S. of England, could not ſubſiſt. For Scilly lying off 
the Land's End of England, and at the entrance of both 
Channels, it would be difficult for a ſhip to paſs without being 

5 ſpoken with by a privateer from ſome of its harbours. 


Y When Sir _ Gragrille had pat Scilly ir in a ſtate of defence, 
| Y 2 5 "it 
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170 4 DESCRIPTION of the 


it attracted the obſervation of the Parliament Miniſtry, to- 


wards the concluſion of the civil wars of King Charles the 


Firſt, The Cavaliers fo much diftrefled their trade, by the 
taking of ſhips by the privateers of Scilly, that perpetual 
complaints were made to the Miniſtry, who at laſt ſent Ad- 
miral Blake and Sir George Aſkew to drive them from ſuch 


an important poſt, The Dutch alſo complained of the ſame 


privateers, and it is thought they had a mind to avail them- 
ſelves of the diſtractions of a civil war, which made the peo- 
| ple of England leſs ſollicitous about what became of their 
| Hittle detached colonies, and to ſcize theſe iſlands under pre- 
| tence of doing themſelves juſtice. It is ſaid that their Ad- 

miral had a commiſſion to treat with Sir John Granville that 
the iſlands might be delivered up to them, upon a proper 

conſideration ; but Sir John rejected the offer as an attempt 
; upon his honour, and inconſiſtent with his duty to his coun- 
try. The Dutch ſchemes both of conqueſt and purchaſe 9 


came to nothing, but it may ſerve to inſtruct us, that when a 


rival nation has a mind to annoy our trade, 1 it wal take hold 
of Ve and ons there if it can, | 


Ships 108 8 lost on the al of Scilly, by 5 | 


neglect or miſconduct of ſeamen, eſpecially in bad weather, 


the merchants, and ſome others, not always made acquainted 


with the true cauſe of theſe misfortunes, have an ill grounded 
opinion of the ſituation of theſe iflands, as well as a blind 
-Prejudice to the diſadvantage of the inhabitants; not dif- 


tinguiſhing that ſhips are as liable to be loſt on many other 


parts of the Engliſh coaſt, if due care is not taken by the 


ſkilful mariner. The inhabitants of theſe iſlands have been 


very much miſrepreſented, and characterized in an undeſerv- 
ing manner, being compared to ſavages, dealing cruelties to 
ſtrangers coming aſhore in diſtreſs, and even among one ano- 
ther. Now if ſuch outrages were committed in Scilly, the 
| perſons- veſted with the authority of che civil and military 


„ „ 
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power in theſe iſlands, in all caſes of tumult or inſurrection, 
are immediately under the command of the garriſon. So 
that whatever cruelties may be committed on the coaſts where 
an immediate controuling power is not at hand, it is impoſ- 
{ible for ſuch to happen on the coaſts of Scilly, even if the 
people's morals did not incline them to behave otherwiſe ; | 
except the commanding officer, the collector, the ſteward, 
and other prigcipal people, can be ſuppoſed in the plot. 
Several maſters of ſhips and their people, who by diſtreſs of 
weather have had the misfortune to be ſhipwrecked upon theſe 
coaſts, can teſtify the voluntary kind ſervices of the iſlanders 7 
in the preſervation of their lives, and the ſalvage of their 
ſhips and cargoes. And even their enemy the French, ac- 
knowledged the generoſity and benevolence of a few fiſher- 
men, who, at the extreme hazard of their own lives, delivered 
the diſtreſſed Frenchmen from periſhing among the Weſtern . 
rocks, in a veſſel they had taken from the Engliſh, and 
brought in there by miſchance; for which recapture they 
received an ample reward from the London merchants, though 
| theſe iſlanders, to their great diſcouragement are ſometimes 
ſlighted, or rather ill rewarded by the merchants for thoſe 6 
ſervices. 
The cuſtoms among the inhabitants are much like thoſe 
in Cornwall; perſons of the middle rank are commonly 
addreſſed by the title of uncle or aunt ſuch a one, either ae- 
| cording to their Chriſtian or ſurname, whether they be rela- 
| Lions or not, as a token of reſpect; as Aunt Sarah, Aunt 
Cheſſin, Aunt Mary, Aunt Gore, Aunt Edwards, &c. Uncle 
Frank, Uncle Thias, Uncle Sam, Uncle Edwards, Uncle 
Hicks, &c. who are all perſons of -note ia the iſlands. Their 
ovens are large iron pots which they whelm over things to be 
| baked, upon heated iron plates, or [ſtone hearths, at the ſame 
time covering the outſide of theſe kettle ovens with turf 
firing, which Js our common fewel. Theſe ketdes ſerve 
5 alſo 
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alſo for boiling ; ſo that the inhabitants of Scilly may be faid 


to boil and bake in the ſame oven. Their cookery and me- 
thod of brewing is pretty much the ſame as in ſeveral parts 


of England. At their chriſtenings they uſed to have great 


feaſting, but the faſhion now is to treat the company with tea 
and a cheerful bowl, which enlivens their ſpirits, and ſets their 
tongues a running with great fluency, and many ſtrange things 


are related that happened in the times of their remembrance; 


a good ſupper, or elſe a collation of bread and cheeſe, con- 
cludes the whole ceremony. Their nuptials are uſually ce- 


lebrated all the wedding-day with muſick and dancing; con- 


cluding with the bride's dance when the company depart at 


night; but ſince ſome of the inhabitants are become more | 
religious than formerly, finging of hymns at marriage feaſts 


has drowned the found of the violin in ſome meaſure, ſo that. 


now it is not uncommon at a wedding to hear mufick and 
dancing in one apartment of the {ame houſe, and finging of 


hymns in another. Some keep up the cuſtom of their fore- 


fathers, not only on the wedding-day, but every evening till : 


the Sunday following; ſo if a wedding happens to be on a 
Monday the company generally meet every evening, and 


' © hold the frolick a whole week, particularly on the off iſlands, 


When an iſlander dies, friends and neighbours keep watch 


with the dead body till the day of interment, where it is a 
cuſtom with them to feaſt cheerfully during the time, and ſuch 


erouds uſually attend, for love of the ſpirit upon ſuch oc- 


ceaſions, as ſometimes to break down the chamber floors with 


their weight, and accompany their deceaſed friend to | the 
wr 1 regions en than 7 intended. 


At Chriſtmas time, 8 young eg n a 1 of : 
gallantry among them, which they call gooſe dancing, when 
the maidens are dreſſed up for young men, and the young 
men for maidens. In the day time they dance about the 
Rreets in n maſquerade, views with els other who can ap- | 


"ou : 


/ 
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pear the moſt uncouth. In the evenings they viſit their 
neighbours in companies, where they dance and make their 
jokes upon what has happened in the iſlands. By this ſort of 
ſport, according to yearly cuſtom and toleration, there is a 

| ſpirit of wit and drollery kept up among the people. The 

maidens who are ſometimes dreſſed up for ſea captains and 
other officers, diſplay their alluring graces to the ladies, who 

are young men equipped for that purpoſe ; and the ladies 

_ exert their talents to them in courtly addreſſes ; their hangers - 
are ſometimes drawn, &c. after which, and other pieces of 
drollery, the ſcene ſhifts to muſic and dancing ; which being 
over, they are treated with liquor, and then go to the next 


houſe of entertainment. They have a cuſtom of ſinging 


_ carols at church on Chriſtmas-day after evening ſervice, | 
which begins their d args mona and on the . 
5 ys end. 


— 


At Shrove-tide the young men have ck « fights wil other 8 
diverſions i in the day time; and in the evening they invite 


the maidens to a tavern where they have muſic and dancing. 


There are very ſeldom any players, or puppet ſhews, or horſe 
races, or bull baitings, ſeen in Scilly, The young men and = 
maidens have a cuſtom of riſing early on May-day in tho 
morning, to go into the fields to gather flowers, which they 
bring home to make garlands, and ſet up long poles in the 
ſtreets, upon which they hang garlands in ſeveral tiers one 
above another. At Eafter, Whitſuntide, and on other holi- 


days, the inhabitants of St. Mary's take their recreation 


upon the off iſlands, and ſpend the day cheerfully i in ſuch a ; 


manner as ſuits the ſeaſon of the 1 5 


The inhabitants of: Scilly a are all n of the eſtabliſhed | 
church of England, but ſome are addicted to ſuperſtitious no- 
tions, inſomuch that 1 can hardly get a ſervant-maid to live 
in my houſe, becauſe it is ſituated near the church, and has 
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0 F | nmaaad the character of being haunted. The retiredneſs of 
1 | the fituation, and the church and burying ground being ſo 
near, are objects that appear ſo ſolemn and aweful, they na- 
turally raiſe ſeriouſneſs and attention; and when night 
heightens the awefulneſs of the place, and pours over her 
ſupernumerary horrors upon every thing in it, there is no 
wonder that weak minds fill it with ſpectres and apparitions, 
As ſuperſtition has prevailed in all places of the Britiſh domi- 
nions, it cannot be expected that theſe iſlands ſhould be quite 
free from ſuch deluſions; and as firſt principles, education, and 
wy: | habit, are the foundation of future knowledge and belief, it is 
5 3 no wonder that notions inſtilled by ſuperſtitious parents, 
1 nurſes, and other ſuch like teachers, ſhould grow up into the 
inflexible tenets and opinions they are found to do in ſome. 
4 | minds. The inhabitants of theſe iſlands make bone fires upon 
Na | SY ſome particular days of the year, which ſeems to be the re- 
14 * 8 mains of one of the ſuperſtitious cuſtoms of the Druids. 
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THE 


ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION. 


were granted by the 


GINCE the reign of King Athelflan, it appears that theſe iſlands 
I 


ngs of England, his fucceffors, to the 


15 N 
Abbots of Taviſtock, as Lords of Sci ug who held the ſpiritual _ 


3 of theſe iflands, under the Biſhops of Exeter, as granted 
by the Ring, and confirmed to them by the Pope. In a letter of 
der Grandifon, Biſhop of Exeter in the time of King Edward the 


Third, to the Pope, he ſays, that no N in perſon ever viſited 
o 


fthefe iſlands, but were wont to depute friars for that purpoſe. TWO 


ol this Biſhop's commiſſions are extant in the regiſter of the Biſhop 


of Exeter, one directed to Richard de Lancaſter, prieft, empowering 
him to make a judicial enquiry into the crimes, exceſſes, and im- 
morality of the Biſhop's ſubjetts and monks of Taviſtock monaſtry, 
in the iſlands of Scilly, and there to correct, puniſh, enjoin them 

\ penance, and abſolve them accordingly as he ſhould think fit and ne- 
ceffary, or cite them to appear before the epiſcopal chair at Exeter, 
Dated at Clyſt, on St. John Baptiſt's day, Anno Domini, 1330, _ 
The ſecond commiſſion, dated the ſame year, was by him direQed 
to Robert Deneys Prior, of the iſlands of Scilly, in his dioceſe, em- 
| Powering him to hear the confeſſion of his ſubjects there, and (that 
the ſafety of their ſquls might be better provided for) to impoſe and 


enjoin ſuch falutary penances as he ſhould think neceſſary ; the com- 


miſſion to continue in force Sung the pleaſure of the ſaid Biſhop. 
It does not appear that any Biſhop ſince that time exercifed juriſdic- 


tion in theſe iſlands. No copy of the pariſh regiſter is now tranſ- 


mitted to the Biſhop of Exeter, or to any perſon exerciſing ecclefiaſti- 
cal juriſdiQion under him, as the 17th canon requires, neither are the 
_ church-wardens ſummoned to his court to be ſworn into office, or to 


make mon The ſpiritual juriſdiction or Biſhop's authority 


in Scilly, is quite laid aſide or neglefed, as if theſe iſlanders are 
prone to good morals beyond all ott 


in being to prove that any of the inhabitants of Scilly were ever 


| Preſented in the Biſhop of Exeter's court, to be cenſured and 
| N according to ſuch ecclefiaſtical laws as are preſcribed in that 
behalf. The ſeparation of theſe iſlands from their neighbouring 


country by a very rough fea, and no paſſage veſſel for a regular com- 
- munication, are aſſigned th 


ſpiritual authority there, which at this time 1s not exerciſed, or ex- 
erted among the iſlanders, The ſpiritual court at Scilly was formerly 


4 


ers. There are no records now _ 


e cauſes of the entire neglect of the + 
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. poem on the road, who ſeemed to be © 8 6 | 


thought his Lordſhip could not know any t 
be diſpleaſed with me on that account, I wrote to his Lordſhip's 
Reward for an explanation of his letter, who ſent me for anſwer that 


upon any account, as I had ſo lately received | | 
about ſuch buſineſs. I knew Lord Godolphin's ſtewards were not 
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a ducking ſtool at the Qua '-head, into which offenders in language 


or morality were put by order of the Council- men, and received their 
purification in ſalt-water; but now ſuch perſons generally do pe- 
nance, either in the ſtocks, or at the whipping poſt. | 
Some years ago I applied to the eccleſiaſtical court of the Biſhop 
of Exeter for a commiſſion to prove a will here, to ſave the partics 
concerned the trouble and expence of going to England, which was 
granted, and ſince that time I have proved ſeveral wills here, Mar- 
riages were formerly ſolemnized in Scilly, without either licence, or 


the publication of banns; but ſince the at of Parliament was paſſed 
for preventing clandeſtine marriages, banns have been generally pub- 
liſhed, and as no perſon here was authorized to grant matrimonial 
licences, I applied to the Chancellor of the dioceſe of Exeter to be 
appointed a ſurrogate ſor that purpoſe, from whom J had for anſwer 


that ſuch authority could not be granted in Scilly, which induced me 
to think that by reaſon of negle&t, the Biſhop of Exeter's juriſdic- 


tion in Scilly is now become doubtful. Some time after this a per- 


ſon came to me with a licence, granted by a ſurrogate in Cornwall, 
and defired to be married. As the licence {ſpecified that the marriage 
was to be ſolemnized in the pariſh church of St. Mary, Scilly, by 


the rector, vicar, or curate thereof, and as I had no reaſon to believe 


the licence was fraudulently obtained, I immediately complied with _ 
the requeſt, In my return home from marrying this couple I met a 
c, and told me that I 
ad done a fine job to offend Lord Godolphin. A few days after 1 
received a laconick letter from Lord Godolphin's ſteward in Corn- 


wall, written in a very acrimomous ſtyle, to inform me, chat if I did 
not think proper to follow Lord Godolphin's orders, his directions 
| Were to acquaint me that his Lordſhip expected I would provide for 


myſelf elſewhere, without letting me know in what manner I had of- 
fended Lord Godolphin. As his Lordſhip always wrote to mein a 
friendly manner, I thought I had been miſrepreſented to bim, and 


was ſurprized to receive ſuch a letter from his ſteward, knowing that 
I had done nothing which his Lordſhip could be ſo offended at, and 


as the ſteward's letter was dated only four maya ape Bug: 74 1 
ing of it, and could not 


J ſhould not marry any perſons without publication of banns. The 
ſteward wrote a few months before this to inform me that no perſons 
of full age were to be denied marriage in a lawful way. I thought a 


marriage by licence was as lawful here as in any other place, and I 


never had any orders to refuſe marrying any perſons by a licence ; 
beſides if I had any doubt about it, I had no right to diſpute, and did 


not know how far I could be juſtifiedin te 1220 the couple, 
O expreis 


friendly diſpoſed towards the man whom I married by licence, be- 


cauſe they thought that he would rival them in trade, ſo they wiſhed 
to drive bim off jhe iſlands on that account. As my predeceſſor had 


married people here by licence, I did not think the ſtewards had any 


right to interfere in ſuch matters as did not concern them, or that any 
thing would have been ſaid to me for following the example of my 
- predeceſſor in a matter of ay. If any thing was done wrong, in 

my opinion, the fault was in the ſurrogate who granted the licence 


for 


— 


a direction 


1 
— 
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| for the marriage to be ſolemnized where the Biſhop of Exeter's 


juriſdiction di not extend, or is doubtful. 925 


„ T. HER CIVIL POWER. 
A FTER che diſſolution of abbies and - monaſtical eſtates the civil 


11 power in certain caſes was granted by the crown, to Lord-pro- 
prietors on condition of their paying certain rents into the hands of 
the Receiver for the Dutchy of Cornwall for the tenure of theſe 
iſlands. The inhabitants are {ubje& by the ſaid pan only to the 
laws of their own court of civil judicature in all matters of debr, 
treſpaſs, or property in diſpute, that happen among themſelves. On 
the laſt Saturday of every month, and oftener if required, the mem- 
bers of the Council aſſemble at the Court-houſe to hear complaints, 
and compoſe ſome little diſputes amongſt the inhabitants, by autho- 
, Tity delegated to twelve of the principal inhabitants, and a preſiding 
military officer, as magiſtrate, who direct the government in all the 
 Hlands ; but the power of this court is very flender, not having au- 
thority to compel the payment of debts, And for the want of a 
ſtrict adminiſtration of juſtice, people are left too much to their own 
will, and as theſe iſlands have but the ſhadow of. government, the- 
good feel not the benefit of it, becauſe it is but a ſhadow, nor the 
wicked the weight of it, for the ſame reaſon. By letter patent under 
the Great Seal of England, bearing date the ores day of July, in the 
tenth year of King William the Third, full power and juriſdiction 
waz granted to Sidney Lord Godolphin, his executors, adminiſtrators, 
and aſſigns, to hear, examine, and finally determine all plaints, ſuits, 
matters, actions, controverſies, contentions, and demands whatever, 
moved or depending between party and party; now or at any time 
hereafter inhabiting the iſlands of Scilly. Notwithſlanding this 
grant, it ſeems doubtful whether or not the Lotrd-proprictor is au- 
thorized to exerciſe the power fo veſted im bim, by a ſubſlitute. In 
conſequence of an application to the late Earl of Godolphin, to 
eſtabliſh ſome civil power in the iſlands, his Lordſhip wfote the then 


i 


commanding officer as follows, 


FER St. James's, 11th September, 1736. 
5 aaplemt enema Hes 
The gentlemen of the law with whom J have been adviſing, touch- 
ing the eſtabliſhment of ſome civil power, of which there ſeems to 
be ſo great want in the iſlands, obſerves to me that ſuch right, as 1 
have for that purpoſe, is veſted in me not as Governor (that commiſa 
lion being intirely military) but as Proprietor, by grant of the iſlands, 
from the crown, and the authority therein given, that by virtue of the 
laſt grant which was to my father, his executors, and affigns in 1698, 
power is given to him therein (and to them) to hear, examine, and 
finally to determine all, and all manner of plaints, ſuits, matters, 
actions, controverſies, contentions, fand demands whatſoever between 
party and party, inbabiting within any of the ſaid iſles (all treſpaſſes 
_ trealons, and all matters touching life or member of man, or title of 
land, and matters touching ſhipwreeks, and other things and offences 
appertaining to the Court of Admiralty) excepted. Put he Hara 
that occurs to him in the caſe is, TIN er I am authorized to exerci is 
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the power (velled in me) by a deputy, or (in other words) to dele - 
gate it to any body, or to appoint judges. This I tell him, it is 
plain my grandfather did by virtue of his grant from King Charles 
the Firſt, (the words of which with regard to this point are the ſame 
with thoſe in King William's grant to my father), whereupon he 
replies that before I make any ſuch conſtitution as is deſired, it would 
be extremely defirable to be known how and in what manner my an- 
ceſtors delegated their civil power, If that cannot be known or re- 
covered, the next thing to be wiſhed for would be ſome anſwer to the 
following queries, . | | wy . 

In whoſe names the courts (wherein the cauſes are tried and deter- 
mined) are kept? | Frith 5 
What is the ſiyle of the courts, and whether they are kept in my 
name as leſſee of the crown ? | | | 

How and by whom the twelve men (called the Common Council) 
are appointed, and in caſe of the death of any of them, how and by 
whom the number is filled up? | es; oF "— 
Whether they take any oath of office, and by whom adminiſtered, 
and whether there be any records of their proceedings? N 

Theſe, Sir, and ſuch further lights of the cuſtom, nature, and ex- 
ercife of the civil power as can be procured, are the particulars which 
I am adviſed to get ſuch information in, as can be had, in order either 
to a confirmation of the old conflitution, or the better forming ſome 
ſcheme for a new one. My hopes I confeſs of its being in your 
Power to furmſh much further light in this matter than what you 
have already done are very ſlender; however as it is much preſſed 
upon me by my Counſel I hope you will excuſe this trouble from, 
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Sir, your faithful - 


. Humble ſervant, "ER 
IE ES --:... GODOELPHIN. . 
N. B. The right of conſtituting a civil power, which Mr. Smith 
= ſays he ſaw at Godolphin, muſt have been a copy of the grant made 
A by King Charles the Firſt to my grandfather, a copy of which I have 
| ſince received from my ſteward, Mr, Penneck. IR 


The following anſwers were made by the twelve  Common-councal 
men, and other inhabitants of Scilly, to the queries inthe Earl of 
._ Godolphin'3letrer, e VVV 
iſt. How and in what manner his Lordſhip's anceſtors delegated 
their civil power? | | | „5 
5 Anſwer. The beſt account we have learned from our anceſtors was, 
8 viz. That Sir Francis Godolphin, your Lordſhip's honourable grand- 
father, was on theſe iflands, and then conſtituted twelve of the in⸗ 
habitants of the ſame, to whom he gave proper inſtructions, which 
were loſt before our remembrance. The Governor from time 10 
time, has aſſiſted, with the Common: council, in determining all ſuch 
Lace, e „. ben 
2dly. In whoſe name the courts (wherein cauſes are tried and de- 
© termined) are kept! 7 e 
Answer. In the Earl of Godolphin's nam. 
3dly. What is the ſtyle of the courts, whether they are kept in m 
name as leſſee of thecrown ft m -: „ 
. Anſwer. In yout Lordſhip's name as leſſee of the crown, _ _ 
4thly. How and by whom the twelve men (called the Common- _ 


council) are appointed, and in caſe of the death of any of them, how 
. TS L 
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and by whom the number is filled up; whether they take any oath of 
office, and by whom adminiſtered, and whether there he any records 
of their proceedings, and ſuch further lights of the cuſtoms, nature, 
and exerciſe of the civil power as can be procured ? . 
Anſwer. The twelve men were appointed by your Lordſhip's an- 
\ceſtor as before recited. In caſe of the death of any of them, there 
gate two appointed out of the principal inhabitants of the iſland of 
| St. Mary's, one of whom 1s choſen by the N of voices of the 
remaining twelve, to fill up the number. We did not hear of any 
oth of office formerly adminiſtered, but thinking it abſolutely ne- 
c ſſary, did ſome years paſt take an oath before the then commanding 
officer, who adminiſtered the ſame, The nature of which was, that 
we ſhould give our vote according to the beſt of our judgement, in all 
cles brou - before us. The records are very {lender, and of little 
oi no ſigniſication, the ancient ones being loſt, with the proper in- 
ſtructions given by your Lordſhip's honourable anceſtor, as before 5 
cited, When any complaints are made, they are made to the Go- fl 
_verhor, who grants warrants to our conſtables to ng the parties ä 6 
concerned before him and the Common-countil, who hear and ex- | 
amine the cauſe, and then determine the matter of complaint by the 


% -> - 
— — 


"majority of votes. V 
| | nt St. Mary's, 17th October, 1739. 
Clement Hooper, Walter Thomas, Roger Edwards, Thomas 
Smith, William Crudge, Francis Banfie Id, Richard Roſevear, John _ 
OCOoſſens, James Urin, john Tregear, Paul Hathaway, Robert Dennis, 
Common-council-men. William Fairchild, aged 81 years, Richard 
Thomas, aged 80 years, Richard Phillips, aged 77 years, John Tre- 
garthen, aged 75 e priveipat insbes. 
A declaration ſigned by the commanding officer and the twelve 
Common-council-men above mentioned ſhewet n,, 
That the civil power of theſe iſlands, under the Right Honourable 
Francis Earl of Godolphin, ſole Lord-proprietor and Governor of 
the ſame, has been time immemorial for his Majeſty's ſervice, and for 
the well governing, peace and ſafety of the inhabitants, and is ſtill 
lodged in the commanding officer, and the twelve men for the time 
being. who are anſwerable for the d Te 


ue execution thereof. . 6 
That the preſent conſtitution has been laid before his Lordſhip, and 
- that his Lordſhip has approved of the ſame, *till a new one can be | | 
better formed, as peers by a letter written and ſigned by his Lord. 
ſhip to Captain Charles Jeffreyſon. In which letter his Lordſhip 

_ ſets forth the civil power, granted by the crown of Great Britain to 
his Lordſhip's anceſtors over the iſlands of Scilly, a true copy of the 

ſaid letter atteſted being entered in the pariſh book, 725 


And further, that the Honourable Lieutenant Governor, Francis 

 Godolphin, did lately carry up to his Lordſhip a ſtate of the preſent 
conſlitution ſigned by him, the commiſſion officers of this company, 
and the twelve men; and that we deem the ſame to have been ap- 
proved of by him the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Godol. 
phin, having received no orders ſince from his Lordſhip. Now we 
the commanding officer, and the twelve men in Council aſſembled, do 
hereby ſolemnly declare, we will do the utmoſt of our power, pre- 
ſerve the preſent conſtitution, the peace and ſafety of his Majeſty's 
our fellow or” ry of. theſe iſlands, with ſtrict juſtice, and without 
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avour or affect ion to any perfon or perſons, in all cauſes or com- + g 
plaints, that have been time immemorial, by former precedents 05 | [1 
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ply, which you will be ſo good as to communicate to them, Which 
— that as I am not acquainted. with any a& or inſtrument ſigned by 
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- nizable before this court, or ſhall for the future be brought before the 


lame, In witneſs of the truth of the premiſes we have ſigned theſe 
| vw in the Council-bouſe, in St. Mary's, one of the iflands of 
cilly, this 5th day of July, 17440. 


In conſequence of the death of the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Godolphin, the following memorial was laid before the members of 


the Council of the iſlands of 3 roy; Grzme, Eſq. Come 


mandant of his Majeſty's Garriſon on the ſaid i 


Tho the Members of the Council of the Nandi of Scilly. 
SrNTIEMEN, | 


ands, | 


Many incidents having concurred to prevent way meeting 885 in 
a 


Council, ſince I was informed of the death of the late Lord Godol- 


phin, Governor and Proprietor of theſe iſlands, I am naturally led to 
condole with 1 ſo melancholly an event, and the loſs we 
8 


Hive ſuſtained ; a lols ! that in the extreme of ſorrow we might deem 
irreparable, had we not the agreeable profpeR of a ſucceſſor lineally 
deſcended from the ſame flock, which has produced ſo many great 
and loyal patriots, and whoſe virtues are ever conſpicuous, have de- 
ſcended from heir to heir; and here let me congratulate you upon 
the eſtabliſhed character of the preſent Lord, which aſſures a cer- 
tainty of future happineſs to thele iſlands. 


I am now to inform you, Gentlemen, that having taken the ſlender 
records that are to be found of the conſtitution of theſe iſlands, and 
the authority by which the Council of the ſame is appointed, into 
mature conſideration, it clearly appears to me, that from the death of 
the late Lord Godolphin, this Council lands prorogued, if not dif. 
ſolved, until confirmed a new by the preſent Lord. Therefore until 
ſuch time, as I ſhall be r 


j with his Majeſty's or his Lordſhip's 
inſtructions for my future conduct, I muſt decline attending the 


Council, which, as I have already obſerved, is diveſted of all power 


until confirmed anew by proper authority, At the ſame time I beg 
Jeave to recommend it to thoſe whoſe capacity beſt entitles them to 


lay the preſent ſtate of the iflands before Lord Godolphin, and to 
| beg you will be aſſured of my warmeſt and beſt wiſhes for the hap» | 
- pimeſs and profperity of hei in noni 
H. GRAME, Commandant. 


£ April 26th, 1766, | AN 


The Council-men agreed to ſend the above memorial, which was 


delivered to them in the Council-houſe, to Lord Godolphin, and 
deſired his Lordſhip to ſignify his pleaſure to the Commanding Of. 


|  ficer. His Lordſhip was pleaſed to ſend the Commanding Officer the 
following anſwer: CE Oe, Ky e 


R, F355 
I bave received a memorial to the C Scilly, 
to be forwarded to me; at preſent I-can only give the Towing re- 


the late Earl or any of his predeceſſors in regard to the appointment, 
or eſtabliſhment of the twelve men or Council at Scilly, i muſt defire 


os hy you to the Council at Scilly, 
ich 


to have a copy ſent me of what was formerly ſigned on the occafion, 


* 4 5 ——— 


— 


BSCILEY-ISLANDS aut 


and I ſhall be ready to do any thing that may be thought requiſite for 
the eſtabliſhment of that Council, „ 
ä 6 YO GODOLPHIN, 

Pall Mall, 6th May, 1766. oy | 


' The Council-men ſent Lord Godolphin the following anſwer to 


his requeſt ; | 
May IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, | 
We the underwritten being aſſembled in Council, having had the 


honour of peruſing your Lordſhip's kind letter of the 6th inſtant, to 
the Commandant of his Majeſty's Garriſon in theſe iflands, touching 
a memorial laid by him on the 26th ult. before us, for which we re- 
turn Bere Lordſhip our warmeſt thanks, and more eſpecially for your 


Lordſhip's great care and attention to this people, which we will at 
all times make our conſtant fludy to merit, by heartily concurring 


with your Lordſhip's inſtructions for the benefit and well being of 


theſe your Lordſhip's iſlands. _, ETON > 3 5 

la compliance with and in obedience to your Lordſhip's requeſt re- 
ſpectin the appointment of the Council, we have very caretally ＋ 
amined the book kept at the Council-houſe, in which all the proceed- 
ings are from time to time entered, in the year 1701, and ſince that 
time, and have herewith tranſmitted to your Lord ihip exact copies of 
every article that we apprehend can afford your Lordſhip any 


We cannot forbear expreſſing our earneſt deſire to your Lordſhip - 


1 
pf having ſome ſpeedy regulations made, and more eſpecially as we 
have long laboured under a multitude of inconveniences for want 
thereof; and we cannot conclude this letter without exprefling our 
| great ſatisfaQtion for your Lordſhip's kind aſſurance of putting your 


ordſhip's Council here on a ſure and perighnent F _ "a 
ordihp's kind patronage an 


the glorious proſpe& we have of your 
e which we aſſure your Lordſhip will be ever moſt grate» 
ully acknowledged, and ever held ſacred and inviolable by, 
„ May at pleaſe your eh,, oi 
___ Your Lordſhip's a” eee 3 
| Moſt obliged, and obedient ſervants," 
| (Signed by the COuNCII-uE N.) 


N. B. The extras to give Lord Godalphin a light of the eſta» | 


bliſhment of the Council of Scilly, are the Earl of Godolphin's letter 


to Captain Charles Jeffrey ſon, September 11th, 1799; the anſwer 
ſent to his Lordſhip's queries on the above date Odober Ith, 17393 


and the opinion of the Counſel on the conſtitution July sth, 1740. 


Council - Hou ſe, 26th July, 1766. 5 


Henry Græme, Eſq. Preſident, in Council aſſembled, produced the ; 


following confirmation of the Council: 


I Francis Lord Godolphin, Governor, and under the crown Pro- 


Prietor of the iſlands of Scilly, do hereby (as far as I lawfully ma 
and am enabled by virtue of the grant under which I enjoy the iſlands 
of Scilly) confirm and eſtabliſh unto the twelve men, or Common. 


council on St. Mary's land in Scilly, all their ancient rights, | 
row rf Oo Ik FTE privileges, | 
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privileges, and cuſtoms. Dated at Pall Mall, London, the 1oth day 


FE 
rw 5 
N 


ſteward, 


Scilly, of the Council in a 


* 


of June, 1766. 


GODOLPHIN. 


Henry Creme, Eſq. Commandant of his Majeſty's Garriſon and 


lands of Scilly, not thinking the above confirmation ſufficient, de- 
clined attending the Council, till it ſhould be veſted with more power; 


whereupon the Council-men unanimouſly agreed to ſend the follow- 
ing petition to Lord Godolphin: | | 3 


* 


; Council. ou ſe, Scilly, December 3, 1167. 
MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, | DE DER 


We the members of your Lordſhip's Council in theſe iſlands 1 7 | 
leave to repreſent to your Lordſhip, that the Commanding Officer of 


his Majeſty's Garriſon, and Preſident of the Council, declines attend» 


ng the ſaid Council, and that he does not think it ſafe to aft as ſuch 
un 


efs we are veſted with more power and authority than at preſent 3 


that in conſequence thereof, no attendance has been given for ſome 


time paſt, by which means we cannot determine any complaints or re- 
dreſs any grievances, as we apprehend the preſence of a Preſident is 
neceſſary to give a ſanction to our acts; this, may it pleaſe your 


Lordſhip, being our ſituation at preſent, we therefore humbly 
pray that your Lordſhip will be. graciouſly pleaſed. to put your 


Council on a more ſure and permanent eſtabliſhment, and to indem- 


his fucceſſors, as Preſidents of this Council, and allo us the members 


of the ſaid Council in every att we ſhall do in conjunction, that is + 


not inconfiſtent with, or contrary to the known laws and ſtatutes of 


Lordſhip ſhall ſeem meet; in confidence of your Lordſhp's kind and 
gracious condeſcenſion, in granting the prayer of this our e 
and honouring us with an anſwer hereto, we beg leave to 
ourſelves, | | . e I. 
5 May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, _. 
Vat Lordſhip's moſt obedient; 

Tk, end devoted fetvants,” 
l = _ (Signed by the CouNCII-MEN.) 


= 


1 do hereby certify that I have peruſed the above petition, have | 


ſeen the ſeveral members of your Lordſhip's Council ſign the ſame, 
and that the contents are true, | 5 „„ 
IJ oOHN MITCHELL, Steward. 


* 


/ December 3d, 1767. 


The Right Honourable Lord Godolphin was pleaſed to appoint bi: 
Toba Mitchell, gentlemen, Preſident in- the abſence of 


 Heory Greme, Eſq. Captain of his Majeſty's Independent Company 
of Invalids, and of his Majeſty's Forts and Garriſons in the Iſland of 
I actions, Cauſes, matters, and things what= 

4 VVV 


nify the Commanding. Officer in theſe iſlands for the time being, and 


this realm, and in cafe any future Commanding Officer of his Ma- 
| jefly's Garrifon here ſhould not chuſe to act as Preſident of, and in 
conjunction with this Council, we humbly beg your Lordſhip's di- 
redtions on ſuch occaſions, for our government; and that your Lord- 
ſhip will be graciouſly pleaſed to take this matter under your kind 
conſideration, and that you will give ſuch orders hereon, as to your 


ubſcribe 


a...) 


2$C1TKLY-ISLANDS ts 


loever, not excepted in the grants from the crown to the noble family 


of Godolphin, which appointment was dated April 18th, 1769. 
| gon Mitchell, gentleman, abovementioned, took the oaths ne- 


cellary to qualify him for the office of Preſident of the Council, on 
the 27th day of May, 1769, in the preſence of the members of the 


Council then aſſembled. 


— 


A boat was diſtrained the 14th day of March, 1770, by the con- 


ſtables of St. pow, e Iſland, Scilly, by the authority, and on the be- 


half of the Council of the iſlands of n. for the ſum of ſeven 8 8 
ſeventeen ſhillings and ſixpence, poundage on one hundred fifty ſe- 
ven pounds and ten ſhillings, 405 

to Mr. John Greenfell, of Penzance, on behalf of the people o 

Treſco, concerned in the ſalvage of the cargo of the ſloop John and 
Ann, of Chicheſter, William Wareham, Maſter, and by Mr. John 
Mitchell, of St. Mary's Ifland; Scilly, the ſaid ſum of one hundred 
fifty ſeven pounds and ten ſhillings, Song three quarters of the ſum 

of two hundred and ten pounds, the total a 


| the ſaid boat for pilotage of the ME et © of Dunkirk, Peter 
* Maſter, from St. Domingo for Dunkirk, brought into the 


harbour of Old Grimſby, in October laſt; alſo all reaſonable charges 
of diſtreſs on the ſaid boat and materials, which were diſtrained on 
account of the owners refuling to pay the poundage abovementioned, 
for the relief of the poor of the iſlands; who, in defiance of the 
authority of the Council, took off by force the boat diſtrained as 
aforeſaid, and carried her and her materials in triumph from St. Mary's 
to Treſco Ifland. In conſequence of this riotous proceeding the 


council agreed to ſend the 


| lowing ſtate of the matter to Lord 
n i! PR Rea 


May IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSH1IP, 


We the members of the Council, appointed b your Lordſhip in 


theſe iſlands, humbly beg leave to lay before you the following extra- 
ordinary caſe ; with our repreſentations thereupon, viz. 


The conſtables of St. Mary's Iſland, ſworn at the Council-bouſe, ; 


did, on or about the twelfth day of February laſt, make a demand on 
the inhabitants of the iſlands of Treſco and St. Martin's, for and on 
behalf of the poor of theſe iſlands, of the ſum of ten pounds and ten 


ſhillings, being five per cent. on two hundred pounds and. eleven 
ſhillings, paid by Mr. John Batten, of Penzance, to Mr..Joha 
Greenfell, merchant there, on behalf of the ſalvers of the John and 


Ann, of Chicheſter, William Wareham, Matter, from Dublin, with 


a cargo of butter and beef, bound to London, which was forced on 


ſhore near the harbour of Old Grimſby, in SciHy, and there bulged 
on the 24th day of Octeber, 1769. And allo a 0 | 


agree to pay five per cent. on the ſum by them received. And the 
worn con ables of Treſco did alſo appear on the day aforeſaid, and 


LY 


p ; 


y Mr, John Batten, of Penzance, 


mount of the ſalvage paid 
as aforeſaid, together with the further ſum of ten {hillings and ſix- 
hence, rc e poundage of ten pounds and ten ſhillings, earned 
| oa 


Oo rther ſum of nine 
ee and nine ſhillings, paid to ſundry perſons concerned in the 
ſalvage of the cargo of the {loop abovementioned, by John Mitchell, 
gentleman, your Lordſhip's ſteward in Scilly, amounting in the 
whole to the ſum of two hundred and ten pounds. Aud as the inha- 
bitants of St. Martin's, did on a ſummary warrant appear. at the 
Council-houſe on the twenty-fourth day of February laſt, and did 


._ . refuſe 
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refuſe to pay poundage for the part of ſalvage as aforeſaid, received 
the iſlanders of Treſco, amounting to ſeven pounds ſeventeen ſhil- 
lings and ſixpence. In conſequence of this refuſal by the conſtables 

of Treſco, in bebalf of the ſeveral ſalvers, inhabitants of the ſaid 

Hland, a warrant of diſtreſs was granted by the Council, in the Coun- 

_ cil-houſe aſſembled, on the ſame day to take any boat or boats, be- 
 longing+to any perfon or perſons of the ſaid illand of Treſco, con- 
cerned in the aforeſaid ſalvage, to the amount of the above ſum of 

ſeven pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and fixpence, and. alſo of ten fhil= 
lings and fixpence, being five per cent. on ten pounds and ten fſhil- 
Iings received by the inhabitants of Teſco for the Victory, of Dun- 
kirk, Peter Fiſhane, Maſter, from St. Domingo, in Ottober laſt ; 
and in conſequence of ſuch warrant on the 14th inflant, a boat be- 
longing to the inhabitants, of Treſco, and the falvers of the cargo of 
the aforenamed ſloop John and Ann, was, with the materials then on 
board, laid hold of by the conſtables of St. Mary's, whereupon the 
ſworn conſtable of Treſco aforeſaid took the boat's tiller, declaring 
and {wearing that he would loſe every wow of blood in his body be- 
fore they ſhould take the boat from them, and further ſaid that if 
Freſco men were down here, it was not all the people of the land, 
nor the company of ſoldiers together, ſhould take the boat from 
n them, and ſeveral of the inhabitants of Treſco feconded their con- 
8 flſable in oppoſition to the conſtables of St. Mary's aforeſaid. 
this obſtrution in the execution of their duty, the conflables of 

St. Mary's required the aſſiſtance of ſeveral perfons then preſent, 

* Whereupon four tideſmen of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms in theſe iſlands, 

and five other perſons, immediately came to their aſſiſtance, and the 

boat and materials were ſecured, the boat drawn up on the beach 
above high water mark, and the materials were depoſited in your 

Lordſhip's cellar. On the 16th of this inflant forty men and up- | 

wards came from Treſco in three boats, and, after affembling ina + 

Tiotous and tumultous manner on St. Mary's Ifland, did take off the 
boat diſtrained as aforeſaid and carry the fame to the ſaid ifland of 

Treſco, and ti materials ing locked up, were left in the cellar. 
The conſtables of St. Mary's Iſland on their return from Treſco on 
the aforeſaid day, where they had been with notice of diſtreſs in 
_ writing, met the boat that had been diſtreſſed and taken off as afore - 

faid, with five perſons therein, one of whom declared they had taken 

the boat by force. Theſe remonſtrances we are under the neceſſity of 
laying before your Lordſhip, and more particularly fo as the * 

in general, and particularly the ſalvers of the aforeſaid floop, inba- 

bitants of Treſco, are now come to the moſt daring and alarming 
height of inſolence, and the juſt, honeſt, and peaceable are daily in- 
ſulted, and not only they, but the court eſtabliſhed by your Lordſhip 
js laughed at, by the daring and inſolent; and its orders founded on 5 
reaſon, juſtice, and equity, deſpiſed, of which the ſubject of this me- V 
morial is one inflance amongſt the many we have lately. met with. 

We are therefore undet the abſolute neceſſity of deſiting your Lord- 
ſhip to take this matter into your kind conſidetatien, and afford your 
relief, without which it is impoſſible to continue this Council, and 

confuſion and riot muſt follow. c- 1 5 

On the 81ſt day of April, 1701, Francis Cole, Eſq. being Pre- 

ſident of the Council, with the Rev. John Mawrice, and the twelve 
members of the Council aſſembled, conſlituted, ordained, ordered, 

and appointed, that all perſons within the flands of Scilly who take 

charge as pilots, and maſters of boats, ſhall pay or cauſe to be paid 
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undo, and for the uſe of the poor and church of St. Mary, the ſum 
of twelve * per pound, for all and every ſum exceeding three 
pounds and above, viz. for pilotage at ſea, or caſualties and wrecks at 
fea, or on ſhore, and that all ſuch pilots, maſters of boats, and all 
others herein concerned, who ſhall preſume to negleQ paying the 
ſum to the wardens of the church and poor at preſent, or to their ſuc« 
ceſſors for the uſe aforeſaid, within the term of fix days after ſuch 
pilotage, that then the ſaid perſons ſo offending ſhall pay to the uſe 
of the poor of St, Mary the ſum of ten ſhillings, beſides the value or 
| progres received by them, to the uſe aforeſaid, 5 5 
e beg leave to obſerve to your Lordſhip that the inhabitants of 
the off iſlands neither pay rates, taxes, nor ty thes, and whenever any 
of the inhabitants of the ſaid iſlands, are in diſtreſs through poverty 
or infirmity, an application has always been made to your Lordſhip's 
Council, and on finding the object worthy of relief it has always 
been granted. From what has been ſaid, and the copy of the order 
in 1791 on the Council-book, which has been continued to the pre- 
ſent time, we humbly hope your Lordſhip will ſee the abſolute 
neceſſity of taking ſuch meaſures as may make an example of the 
ringleaders,. which e wag the peace, the authority of the Coun- 
cil, and preſerve the free adminiſtration of juſtice ; confiding in 
Pour Lordſhip's kindneſs and condeſcention, we beg leave to allure 
your Lordſhip that we are with the utmoſt deference, . 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 3 
Lour Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
And devoted fſetwen dn 
IOHN MITCHELL, Preſident. 
mM LEWS, Mwmiller.: ͤ 
_ ISAAC HEAD, Collector of the Cuſtoms, 
AMES URIN., VV 
MATTHIAS TERWEEK. 
OHN CRU DGE. . 
OSEPH MOMFORD. . 
OHN SIMONS. - 8 
RANCIS BANFIEL D. „ 


G7 Council-houſe, Marck 17th, 1770, 


ab | | Council louſe, Scilly, March 31], 1770. 
The inhabitants of the iſland of Treſco appeared, and acknows 
| legged their fault, in making obſtrutions againſt the conſtables of 
St. Mary's, on a diſtreſs made on the boat belonging to them, the 
14th inſtant, and were diſmiſſed upon their b gging b of 
the gentlemen of the Court, with a promiſe never to be guilty of the 
like behaviour in future. The ſworn: conſtable of Treſco alſo ap- 
eared, and according to the deciſion of this Court, the ſaid conſta- 
le paid to the uſe of the poor of this pariſh, ten ſhillings and ſix 
pence as a fine, and did fit one hour in the ftocks, for oppoſing the 
conſtable of St. Mary's Iſland, when diſtreſs was made on a boat be- 
longing to the inhabitants of Treſco the 14th inſtant. The above 
| ſum of ten ſhillings-and ſixpence was at the lame time paid into the 
hands of the overſeers of the poor, | OT 


In conſequence of ſome complaints againſt the partial proceedings 

of the Council-men, who were all near related to cach other, Lord 

Co dolphin thought proper to Tag the Council, and Wade . 
| | | > 04 e others 
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others to have the adminiſtration of juſtice, who. were not connede d 
with the natives, either by affinity or conſanguinity, that all culprits 
might meet with the due reward of their deeds, and that inſolence, 

which was come to a great height, might be ſuppreſſed,  - 
I Francis Lord Godolphin by virtue of the power veſted in me, 

do diſſolve the preſent Council of Scilly, confiſting of twelve men, 
on account of their not duly adminiſtring juſſice according to their 
oath, and puniſhing all offences without partiality, and for encourag- 
ing vice inſtead of preventing it ; for theſe reaſons 1 do appoint John 

| | Rowe, Eſq. Commander Reſident not Under Lieutenant, Mr. Med- 
= | pur, Rev. Mr. Troutbeck, Rev. Mr. Davies, Mr. Thomas 
Philipps, Mr. Abraham Leggatt, Mr. Edward Rogers, Mr, Tho- 

mas Hall, Mr, Henry Harland, ers Joey Mumford, Mr. Foſter 
Sherris, and Mr. William Momford, to be the new Council of 
twelve, in witneſs whereof I have fet my hand and ſeal this 28th day 


e S GODOLPHIN. 


After the death of Lord Godolphin the Council was again diſ- 
folved, and conflituted anew by his Lordſhip's ſucceſſor, as follows: 
I Francis, Baron Oſborne, of Kiveton, in the county of Vork, 
commonly called Marquis of Carmarthen, one of his Majefly's Se- 
cretaries of State, and Governor of the Iſlands of Scilly, by virtue 
_ of the power and authority in me veſted, do hereby diffolve the Fre 
ſent Council of twelve of the ſaid iſlands, and I do by theſe preſents 
nominate, appoint, and conflitute Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Daw- 

fon, Prefident, Mr. John Medbury, the Rev. Mr. John Troutbeck, 
the Rev. Mr. William Davies, Mr. Abraham Leggatt, Mr, Thomas 
Phillips, Mr. Samuel Lemon, Mr. Thomas Hall. Mr. Joſeph Mom- 
ford the elder, Mr. Foſter Sherns, Mr. William Momtord the elder, 
and Mr. Henry Hartland, to be the new Council of twelve. In wit- 
neſs whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal at arms, this 
_ eleventh day of November, in the year of our Lord one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and eighty-hx. Fs DR | NF 
5 ö a CARMARTHEN. 
Witneſſes to the figning and ſealing hereof 5 
by the Moſt Honourable the Lord Mar- 
quis of Carmarthen, | 3 
5 THOMAS JACKSON, D. D. 
GEORGE BROOEKS. 


* 


The perſons whom his Lordſhip was pleaſed to nominate to be of 
the Council, accepted his appointment, and were ſworn in on the 
| goth gay of December, 1786, in the manner following, in the Coun- 
cil-houſe: 7 | | | 
9 58 I do voluntarily make oath on the day and year in which my name 
5 is by me ſubſcribed, that ] will truly and faithfully ferve the King, 
. and the Right Honourable Baron Ofborne, Marquis of Carmarthen, 
TO Governor and-Proprietor of theſe iſlands; that I will alſo, when in 
my power, regularly attend his Lordſhip's Court, and to the beſt of 
my knowledge, and with the utmoſt integrity and impartiality, 
Alchar e my duty as a member of the Council of twelve, appointed 
by his Lordſhip on the cleventh day of November, 1786. | 
Each member of the Council ſubſcribed his name, 


& 
Ft FI bro it . NO ITE” 2 ITY 2 \ , x 5 - * "oo, a $ Haney 4 by 7 : q 
| 1 C 1 


my 


—ü— —_— — — 


SCILLY ISLANDS. 187 


_ Council-houſe, St. Mary's, Scilly, June 25, 1791. 
Preſent, his Grace the DUKE of LEEDS. _ 
5  CoUNCIL-MEN PRESENT, ITE 
Mr. Thomas Phillips, Mr. Abraham Leggatt, Mr. Samuel Le- 
mon, the Rev. Mr. John Troutbeck, the Rev, Mr. William Da- 
vies, Mr. Thomas Hall, Mr. William Momford, Mr. Foſter Sherris, 
and Mr. Henry Harland, VVV 
It is ordered by his Grace that Mr. James Gibſon and Mr, Joſeph 
Momford, be added to the Council, and that they be now ſworn, and 
take their places at the board accordinglixy,. | 
Wie whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed having been appointed 
| by his Grace the Duke of Leeds, Knight of the Moſt Noble Order 
of the Garter, the Governor and Lord-proprietor of theſe iſlands o 
be of the Council, have been ſworn before his Grace in perſon, and 
: 1 Council aſſembled the day and year aforeſaid, in manner fol- 
lowing. | 50 . Rey | „ 
We do voluntarily make oath this 25th day of June, one thouſand. 
ſeven hundred and ninety one, that we will truly and faithfully ſerve 
the King, and his Grace the moſt Noble Prince Francis Duke of 
Leeds, Knight of the Moſt Noble Order of the Garter, Governor 
and Lord-proprietor of theſe iſlands ; and; that we will alſo, when in 
our power, regularly attend his Grace's Court, and to the beſt of our 
knowledge, and with the utmoſt integrity and impartiality, diſcharge _ 


our duty, as members of his Grace's Council. 
V ee eee 
JOSEPH MOMFORD. = 


IIIt is ordered this 27th day of June, 1791, by his Grace the moſt _ 
| Noble Prince Francis Duke of Leeds, Knight of the Moſt Noble 
Order of the Garter, Governor and Lord-proprietor of theſe iſlands, 
that Thomas Phillips, Eſq. be Depaty-prefident of his Grace's Court 
of Civil Judicature, in the abſence of John Medbury, Eſq. 1 5 


Be it ſo, 5 
BY LEE DS. 


As the inhabitants of theſe iſlands are all tenants at the will of the 
Lord-proprietor, a decree of the Council is more obſerved by them 
than any act of Parliament, eſpecially ſince Lord Godolphin thought 
proper to admit ſuch. perſons to be members of the Council as are 
not fo nearly connected with the natives, as the former Council-men 
were. They are not ſo much afraid of a Sheriff's. officer, as of an 
iſland oed for this reaſon, the iſland conſtables act by the di- 
rection of the Commanding Officer for the time being, who acts as 
Magiſtrate, and Governor in Chief over all the iſlands, and who iſſues 
out his warrants to apprehend culprits, to bring them before him and 
the Council, to anſwer to ſuch charges as may, be brought agaiaſt 
them, and to abide by the determination of the Council, and as they 

cannot hide themſelves from the iſland conſtables, the Commandin 


* 


Officer's warrant is more terrible to them than a writ from any of 

. the courts of Weſtminſter, A bailiff would find it a very difficult 

„ matter to arreſt any perſon here for debt, as there are ſo many ſtrange 
„ places of concealment here, a ſtranger would not be able to find 

them. The puniſhments in Scilly are generally fines, whipping..or | 
s 25 e . | letting 
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count of the heavy expence of a proſecution, the diſlance from nas 0 
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N in the flocks, and by the effects of the acts of the Council, 
Cc 


people in Scilly are reſtrained from committing offences, and feeling 


conviction at ſo heavy an expence as elſewhere. Matters are gene- 


rally ſo well condudted by the Council, that people live very peace- 
ably and ſeldom have occaſion for attornies, ſo long as the Lord-pro- 
prietar does not put it in the power of any one to ſet the Court at 


dehance, by granting leaſes without inſerting a clauſe to obligate the 
lefſee to ſubmit to the orders and determinations of the Council, 


under the. penalty of forfeiting the leaſe ; and to be diſpoſſeſſed of 
the holding. As no perſon can have a habitation in Scilly, excluſive 


of the garnſon and the light-houſe, without the permiſſion of the 


 Lord-proprietor, it is in his e, a power to make all the inha- . 
bitants honeſt in their own defence 1 


| he chuſes to order it it ſo, that 
no perſon whatever, who ſhall be convicted before the Council of 


any diſhoneſt action, or who ſhall refuſe to pay ſuch debts as the 
Council pon examination ſhall find to be juſt, ſhall be allowed to 


inhabit in Scilly, without giving his creditor ſatisfaction in the firſt 


Place to the utmoſt of his power, to live peaceably, and to abide by 


the juſt determinations of the Council in all matters. But in order to 
ſupport good government in the iſlands, and an impartial adminiſtra- 


tion of juſtice, it is highly requiſite that the Council be compoſed of 
ſuch virtuous men as Five exemplary, and behave honeſtly to all. 
Men who pay no regard to moral fectitude, and who convince the 

world, by their behaviour, that they do not care what people ſay or 
think of them, arc over head and ears in debt, and refule to ſettle 
With their creditors, or to give them any ſatisfaction, who wiſh to ſet 
the laws at defiance, and who endeavour to influence the Council- 
men to accede to their meaſures by unfair means, either by threaten- 
Ing them to get their rents raiſed, or diſpoſſeſſed of their holdings, or 

by threatening to do them ſome injury or favour to ſerve their own. 
ends, are not fit to curd vice, or to ſit as judges to determine upon 
matters in diſpute ; if there be any ſuch that fit in the Council of the 


Tighteous, they ought to be excluded; for vice is infeQtious, and evil 
communications corrupt good manners. I truſt all honeſt and im- 
Partial men will agree that this 1s juſt and reaſonable, in ſuch a lawleſs 


place as Scilly is, where the honeſt and induſtrious cannot protect 
themſelves and their property, and if knaves are to rule no perſon's 
Property is ſafe. Some people here, by fair ſpeeches and plauſible 


pretences, prevailed upon me to intruſt them with my property, and 


when I demanded reſtitution I was arreſted to force me to give up my 
claim, as I was not at liberty to defend myſelf. I cannot go off the 


iſlands upon any occaſion without the leave of my patron, whom I 


do not wiſh to diſoblige 2 15 any account, ſo rather than incur his 


diſpleaſure, I was obliged to pay all law coſts, both for and againſt 
me, give up my claim, and to remain quiet with every loſs, which I 


thought a very great hardſhip in a free kingdom, not to be allowed 
the ee of recovering my jolt due, and to protect my private pro- 
perty, W | 
aj caſe to my patron, but could have no ſatisfaftion : A fair trial is 
the birthright of every Enghſhmen, and this I could not obtain. 
Till the Civil Power is more firmly eſtabliſhed here, the iſlands will 


en I was ſo unjuſtly arreſted. I repreſented the late of 


always be poor for the want of trade, for where property cannot be 


ſecured by law, credit cannot be given, and without that little trade 


can be carried on. There are many here who by fair ſpeeches and 
plauſible pretences have got in debt, and the honeſt creditor, on ac- 
land, 


— \ 
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land, and the uncertainty of a communication, is without the means 
of redreſs, as the Court here has not authority to enforce the 
payment of debts, ſo rogues and {windlers avail themſelves of this, 
and it is better for a creditor to loſe a confiderable debt here, than to 
apply to the courts at Weſtminſter ; but as theſe iſlands are the ſole 
1 of his Grace the Duke of Leeds, no rogue can get ſhelter 
ere if 4% Grace chuſes to exert his authority only as Proprietor, 
and refuſe ſuch peſts of ſociety a reſidence upon his eſtate. If his 
| Grace would be pleaſed to order that every perſon whatever, that 
is not a native of Scilly, who ſhall refuſe to give ſatisfaction to his 
creditors to the utmoſt of his power, or is convicted of any diſhoneſty 
before the Council here, ſhall be {ent off the iſlands, and if a native, 
to be excluded from having any habitation here, except the pariſh 
poor-houſe ; if this is lawful and could be done with propriety, it 
would oblige every perſon to act honeſtly in his own defence, whe- 
ther his principles are good or not, orelſe to leave the iſlands, If 
his Grace would be pleaſed to inforce this regulation, it would give 
great ſatisfaRtion to the well-diſpoſed, encourage induſtry, and tend 
Arcatly to improve the value of the iſlands, for ill weeds impoveriſh 
| | the beſt ſoil. The Sheriff 's officers ſeldom viſit theſe iſlands, as the 
eg is ſo great few can afford to employ them, howſoever ne- 
ceſſary. When a writ is ſerved it is generally by a ſtranger that may 
happen to be here, or a ſoldier of the garriſon, as the natives ook | 
* ſuch an officer as moſt infamous. The iſlands are pretty clear 
of houſe-breakers, horſe-ſtealers, N and coiners of coun- 
terfeit- money: If any were diſpoſed to ſet up theſe trades in Scilly, 
the limits of their ſituation would render it next to impoſſible for 
them to eſcape the hands of juſtice, as the iſland conſtables are ſo ex- 
ert in their duty. Felonies and matters criminal, committed in 
| Keilly, are ordered to be tried at Launceſton, in Cornwall, the 
288 ſo offending are ſent over to that county jail'uill the time of 
trial. __ | 3 | . 


O F HIS TOR . 


HESE iſlands were firſt diſcovered by Hamilco, a Carthaginian, 
belonging to the Silures, a Pbænician colony in Spain; as So- 
linus reports. The Phænicians were very ingenious, and proved 
ſuch expert maſters in navigation, that they carried on a very large 
commerce, became exceeding wealthy, and eſtabliſhed colonies in 
ſeveral parts of Europe, Aſia, Africa, far and near. Strabo, in his 
Third Book of Geography ſays, the Caſſiterides are ten in number, 
_ Cloſe to one another, and eee in the ocean, to the North of the 
Port Artabri (2. e. Glalicia) in Spain. That the inhabitants lived by 
cattle, and ſtraggled up and down like them without any fixed ode | 
or habitation. That they had mines of tin and lead, which com- 
modities they uſed to barter with merchants for earthen veſſels, ſalt, 
and inſtruments of braſs. Solinus reports, that they lived accordin EE 
to their old manner, that they had no market, nor did money paſs it 
among them; but gave in exchange one thing for another, and ſo, 
5 proviees themſelves with neceſſaries. Pliny ſays, that lead was firſt 
brought from theſe iſlands into Greece by Madraciitus, 155 | 
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The Phænicians were the firſt who traded to theſe iſlands from 
Gades for tin, of which they produced great quantities, concealin 
their voyages from others; and ſo jealous. were theſe adventurers le 
other nations ſhould ſhare this lucrative branch of commerce with 
them, that they held it a great point of ſtate policy to keep it a ſecret 
from all the world, as Strabo aſſerts. But the Romans to find out 
their place of trade, employed ſome of their veſſels to follow a 
_ Carthaginian or Phænician in his voyage thither, who perceiving 
their deſign, rather than put into Scilly, and diſcover to what place 

he was bound, ran his ſhip aſhore near the Land's End, and the whole 
crew had nearly periſhed, and after bringing the reſt into danger, 
c{caping himſelf, he received the value of his loſt ſhip and cargo out 
of the common treaſury, with a recompence for his merit. How- 
ever the Romans who were then in the very zenith of their glory, 
full of riches and fluſhed with conqueſt, yet unſatisfied with a vaſt. 
extent of territory, and thirſting after even tranſmarine dominions, 
by many attempts, found out this trade at laſt. | ; | 

After the Romans had diſcovered a paſſage to theſe iſlands, Publius 
Craſſus having ſailed thither and ſeeing them work their mines, which 
were not very deep, and that the people loved peace, and at their lei- 
ſute navigation allo, inſtructed them to carry on this trade to a better 
advantage than they had done before; though the ſea they had to 
crols was wider than betwixt them and Britain. He encouraged the 

inhabitants to enter upon this gainful trade, and to depend no longer 
upon foreign merchants and ſhipping, but to carry the product of 
their own country to market themſelves. Since the diſcovery of the 
mines in Cornwall, Scilly bas fallen under ſeveral viciſſitudes of for- 
tune, Which in the time of mining there, and in the intercourſe of 
the tin trade, flouriſhed in an-uninterrupted ſtate of proſperty. _ 

Ac the time the Romans were in Britain theſe 1flands, as well as 
Cornwall, ſupplied them with great quantities of tin, as appears 
from what we are told by Strabo, and Diodorus Siculus, who men- 
tion them as places which the ſhips of the Romans ſailed, and that 
from ſo lucrative a branch of commerce, many of their merchants 
acquired conſiderable fortunes. Criminals were ſent to Scilly to 
work in the mines, and ſome diſgraced Romans were baniſhed thither 
during the empire of that people in Britain. It is not known how 
Jong the tin trade continued to flouriſh in Scilly, though moſt proba- 
bly *till the Romans left the iſlands. After the Romans had for- 
ſaken their hold in Britain, Scilly returned again to the power and 
poſſeſſion of its natives; and as the Britons and Saxons were long 
engaged in bloody and deſtruftive wars, neither of them had time to 
attend domeſtic arts, or intereſtive employments. Ferns 
After the Daniſh pirates had invaded the Southern parts of Eng- 
land they frequently viſited thefe iflands, which ſerved as lurking 

places for their ſhips till new reinforcements arrived from their own 
country. The Giant's Caſtle on St. Mary's appearing to have been 
a work of the Danes, it ſeems deſigned by pirates and invaders to 
protect themſelves whillit they were landing their forces, ammunition, 
and implements of war, and to ſecure a ſafe retreat towards their 
. an . | | 

©, 


In the beginning of the tenth century when trade began to thrive, 
ſhipping to increale, and naval wars to be carried on in the Weſtern 
world, then the commodious ſituation of theſe iſlands, at the opening 
of both channels (the Britiſh on the 8. and St. Conor Channel on 
the N.) ſoon ſhewed of what importance it was for Britain to N 
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them, and how dangerous they might be to the ſafety and trade of 


Britain, if in an enemy's hand. King Athelſtan finding what uſe 


the Danes made of theſe iſlands, fitted out a fleet and went to root 


them; but they had all fled to Ireland, in conſequence of which, to 
prevent their landing again, he left a garriſon in the moſt conſiderable 


and populous ifland. This Prince was * by bis grandfather's 
c 


wiſe maxims, that the proper and natural ſecurity of Britain lay in 


the royal navy, and its riches in traffick, and he ſaw that neither of 


them could be well provided for, if iflands ſo ſituated were not ſub- 


dued. It was not his own, glory, nor any riches which the iſlands 


contained in themſelves, but it was more likely the ſafety of navi- 
gation, which made this great Prince, after he had entirely vanquiſhed 
the Corniſh about the year 936, undertake a conqueſt ſeemingly ſo 


little, but indeed of great conſequence to this kingdom. At St. 


Burien near the Land's End, King Athelflan accompliſhed his vow 
after he had conquered the Scilly Iſlands. He cauſed the old church 
to be taken down, and ereted a collegiate church in its ſtead, for a 
Dean and Canons, which continued 'till the diſſolution of religious 


Houſes, in the reign of King Henry the Eighth. It is thought ng | 


Athelſtan gave theſe iſlands to monks, he being uſually very liberal 
that way; for monks were placed in Scilly in his reign. ; 

An abbey of BenediQtnes was founded at Taviſſoc 
Earl of Devonſhire, including Scilly, and dedicated to St. Mary and 


St. Rumon, in the year 961, From one part of the dedication of 
this abbey (including Scilly) to St, Mary, it is probable that the 


Iſland of St. Mary, the chief of the Scilly iſlands, borrowed its 
name. Archbiſhop Tanner, ſays, that in the iſland Inifcaw (now 
_ Ireſco) was a cell of two Benedictine monks, dedicated to St. Nicho- 
las, belonging to Taviſtock, even before the Conqueſt. King Henry 


tie Firſt granted to Oſbert, Abbot of Taviſtock, all the churches of _ 


Sully, with their appurtenances, and the land as the monks or her- 
mits held it in the time of King Edward the Confeſſor, and Burgal 
Biſhop of Cornwall. LmꝛwL OTE: 2 5 

Wben William Duke of Normandy conquered England, one 
Condor poſſeſſed the Earldom of Cornwall, and did homage for the 
fame ; he had iſſue another Condor, whom Camden calls Cadoc, 
_ whole daughter and heireſs Agnes, was married to Reginald, natural 

| ſon of King Henry the Firſt. Robert Earl of Moreton, half brother 


of William the Conqueror, was by him created Earl of Cornwall, 


to whom he alſo gave the manor of Launceſton and its appendages, 
Whole ſon William ſucceeded him, but taking part with his brother, 
Robert Duke of Normandy, in a rebellion againſt King Henry the 
Firſt, was taken 222 and ſtripped of his honour and poſſeſſions, 
with which the King inveſted the forementioned Reginald, ſo pro- 
bably the Scilly Iſlands might be part of the poſſeſſions of the Earls 
of Cornwall before the Norman conqueſt. In this King's reign 
Reginald Earl of Cornwall grants and confirms all wrecks, but 
whales and whole ſhip 


his parents, and of Reginald Earl of Cornwall his Lord; as appears 
by the confirmation and acknowledgement of the Biſhop-of Exeter, 


Who, therein ſays, that all the lands of Scilly belonged to bis 


dioceſe. 


k by Ordgar 


„to the monks of Scilly, in Rentemen and 

Nurcho, and the Ifles of St. Elidius, St. Sampſon, and St. Teona, 

- - Theſe monks had alſo the tythes of. Scilly, and particularly of 
rabbits, given them by Richard Dewick; for his foul and the ſouls of 
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Pope Celeſtine by. his bull dated the fourth of the kalends of June, 
in the fourth year of the reign of King Richard the Firſt, 4. D. 
1193, confirms to Herbert, Abbot of Taviſtock, and his ſucceſſors, 
the iſlands of St. Nicholas, St. Sampſon,. St. Elidius, St. Theona, _ 
and the iſland called Nullo, with their appurtenances, and all churches 
and oratories cond; + all the ends of Scilly, with the tythes, of- 
ferings, and every thing belonging, and two pieces of digged ground 
in the Iſle of Agnes, and three in the Ile of Ennor. After the 
death of Reginald Earl of Cornwall, who died without iſſue, King 
Richard the Firſt gave this Earldom to his ſon John, by whom theſe 
pnvileges were confirmed and enlarged, A. D. 1200, who: added the 
| tythe of three acres of Aſſart land (7. e. cleanſed of roots and ſhrubs) 
in the foreſt of Guffaer ; and commands his ſheriffs and bailiffs that 
they do not ſuffer the canons of Scilly to be impleaded for any tene- 
ment they hold, except before him or his ſteward of Normandy. 
His fon King Henry the Third, A. D. 1248, in the gad year of his 
reign ſent a Governor, Drew de Barrentine and bailiffs under him, 
to adminiſter juſtice to the inhabitants, and gave him ten pounds 
year! lands in Scilly by deed. The King commands him or his 
ailiffs, that they deliver every year ſeven quarters of wheat, which 
Robert Legat uſed to receive, and which is eſcheated to the King. 
This King in the forty-firſt year of his reign gave the Earldom of 
Cornwall to his brother, Richard King of the Romans, whoſe fon 
Henry died without iſſue, fo the Earldom came to his brother Ed- 
mond, who in the 28th year of the reig of King Edward the Firſt 
was ſeized of the caſtle, borough, os manor of Launceſton, and 
alſo of Scilly, for which laſt there were accounted no Knight's fees, 
asin the Dutchy of Cornwall. Edmond Earl of Cornwall, A. D. 
1300, grants to Sir John de Aled and his heirs the whole iſland of 
Agnes in Scilly, with whatſoever to the ſaid iſland belongs, with al! 
| liberties, cuſtoms, and wrecks of the ſea : To have and to hold to 
| the ſaid John, his heirs and aſſigns, as Chief Lords of the Iflands + 
> of Scilly, payable yearly at Michaelmas-day at Scilly, half a mark. 
In the goth year of the reign of King Edward the Firſt, A. D. 1302, 
the Abbot of Taviſtock being ſummoned to anſwer the King in a 
plea of Quo Warranto, by what right he claimed the ſhipwrecks that 
3 in the iſlands of Scilly, and upon enquiry being made the 
jury found that the ſaid Abbot, and all his predeceſſors, had enjoyed 
all the wrecks that had happened in all the aforeſaid iſlands for time 
immemorial, except gold, whale, ſcarlet cloth, and fir, or maſts, 
which were always reſerved to the King in the reſpeRive grants of 
theſe iſlands. ER ig e N 
. King Edward the Firſt in the thirty-fourth year of his reign, 
A. D. 1306, granted the Caſtle of Ennor in Scilly, to Ranulph de 
Blankminſter, by the ſervice of finding and maintaining twelve 
armed men at all times, for keeping the peace in thoſe parts; he held 
the Iſlands of Scilly alſo of the King, paying yearly at Michaelmas 
three hundred puffins or fix ſhillings and eight-pence, and John de 
Allet held all his lands and tenements in Scilly of Ralph Blank- | 
minſter by Knight's. ſervice, and by being keeper of the ſaid 
Ranulph's Caſtle, and by other perſonal ſervices by himſelf or by 
two men. This Ranulph, A. D. 1336, releaſed the ves of keeper 
to the ſaid John de Allet, in conſideration of thirteen ſhillings and 
four pence. In the aforeſaid King's reign theſe iſlands were in a de- 
clining ſlate, their want of ſecurity making a want of all things, for a 
repreſentation was made to the King by the monks, that by the fre- 
OY ; dg MR Re Wren dp : quent 
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quent reſort of mariners of all nations to that place, the priory, for 
Want of proper defence, was ſo damaged and impoveriſhed, that the 
prior was not able to repair it, nor to perform the requiſite duties of 
church ſervice. The Kine therefore grants his letters of protection 
to the prior and priory, monks, chaplains, ſervants, pille lens; and 1 
8 thing thereunto belonging. Theſe letters were in general ad- 
dreſſed to all perſons of dignity and command under the King, but 
A to the conſtable of the caſtle in the iſle of Ennor, in 
Scilly, who ſeems therefore to have had the chief authority here, at 
that time, Ny Waker Me} | MST £ | | N 
In a record of King Edward the Second, 4. D. 1308, the iſlands 
_ of Scilly are ſaid to belong to the county of Cornwall. A repre- 
ſentation was then made to the King of many abuſes being committed 
In Scilly by Ranulph de Blankminſter conſtable of the Caſtle of 
Ennor, and thoſe under his command. The ſaid conſtable did not 
find twelve armed men for keeping the peace in thoſe parts, William 
le Poer, coroner in the Ilands of Scilly, complained to the King 
that Ranulph de Blankminſter, not only encouraged diſorderly per- 
ſons, but that he received felons, thieves, outlaws, and men guilty of 
manſlaughter in the iſlands, by which the ſaid coroner and his of- 
ficers were hindered from coming into the ſaid iſlands o exccute the 
King's writs. The ſaid coroner was impriſoned at Le Val, I ſup- 
poſe now Holy Vale, and was obliged to pay a fine of one hundred 
 thillings for his enlargement. The King appointed commiſſioners to 
. enquire into the foundation of theſe abuſes, but it does not appear 
what methods were taken to put a ſtop to them .. 
It appears by a grant of King Edward the Third of fecular ca- 
nons, in the place of monks, to be ſent to Scilly, dated the 28th of 
May, in the nineteenth year of the {aid King's reign, that the Abbot 
and convent of Taviſtock were then Lords of the Iſlands of Scilly, 
and on account of their lands and tenements there lying, were obliged 
to find two chaplains from among their fellow monks to reſide and 
ſay maſs there for ever, but by reaſon of the French war of thofe 
times, and ſome other various reaſons, they. petitioned the King to 
grant two ſecular chaplains to perform divine fervice daily inſtead of 
the monks aforeſaid, within the iſland, to celebrate the maſs during 
the war aforeſaid. . The Kiog granted the petition, and the monks 
_, were indulged in this reign with leave to oy at Taviſtock during the - 
War, upon condition of finding two fit and ſecular canons to per orm 
divine ſervice within tbe iflands z provided that the ſaid chaplains 
ſha . do the duty in a proper manner which the ſaid monks did 
pertrorm. | | : I £4 4 ; NES | 
4 Beſides what the family of Blankminſter held in Seilly independent 
olf the abbey, the Hamely's, Lords of Halwyn in Cornwall, had the 
property of Agnes Iſland, from the eng ef the reign of King 
Edward the Third to the ſeventh year of King Henry the Fifth, 
lohn de Allet, grandſon of Sir John Cornwall, Knight, who held 
his lands and tenements in Scilly of Ralph Blankminfter, in the year 
1910, releaſed to Oſbert Hamely and his beirs, all his right in all his 
meſſuages, lands, and tenements in the Iſlands of Scilly, In the- year 
1351, Ralph Hamely grants to his brother Lawrence, Agnes Iſland 
in Scilly, with the rents and ſervices of the fame, confiſling in dried _ 
fiſh, and wrecks of the ſaid iſland, paying yearly for ſeven years to 
come, a grain of wheat, and after that an hundred ſhillings ſterling. - _ 
After the deceaſe of the ſaid Lawrence, in the 2 1972, Agnes 
Illand in Scilly, was granted to 9 people for theip lives, = 85 
ä . ng os . | 
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the eleventh year of Richard the Second, A. D. x 388, Arthur, ſon 
and heir of Randolph Hamely, Lord of Helwyn, grants to Oſhert 
Hamely, his uncle, all thoſe his mefluages and lands in Scilly, in the 
iſland called Agnes, to have and to hold to the ſaid Oſbert, and the 
0 heirs of his body, paying yearly a grain of wheat. . 
. In tbe year 1418, King Henry the Fifth granted theſe iſlands to Sir 
| John Colſhull, Knight, who conveyed to John Preflon and others 
the caftle and iſles of Scilly to the uſe of Sir John Celthall, Knight, 
for life; and there is a memorandum at the bottom of one of the 
recitals, of a conveyance of Scilly to the heirs of Sir John Colſhall, 
in the eighteenth year of King Henry the Sixth, A. D. 1440, which 
Hays, that the Iſlands of Scilly were held of the King, as of his caflle 
ot Launceſton, at the rent of fifty puffins, (a bird fo called) or fix 
ſhillings and ezght-pence yearly. In the year 1484, King Richard 
the Third ordered an inquiſition to be taken of the Hlands of Scilly _ 
when it appeared that they were worth forty ſhillings a year in prace- 
able times and in times of war nothing. To ſach a low condition 
were the Scilly Iflands reduced in the time of King Richard the 
Third. They were dechning in the wars of Edward the Firſt, and 
Edward the "Third, but by the fatal confequences of the Jorg civil 
war between the houſes o York and Lancaſter, they ſeem e have. 
been onthe brink of being utterly forſaken, What remained to the 
— was little or nothing worth, and the portion of the religious 
could not be in a much better condition, Oy the forty years 
continuance of that civil war, with Tach confuſion and diflireſs in Eng- 
land, upon which Scilly fo much depends for the very neceſſaries of 
Fife. About the beginning of Henry the Seventh's reign, Scilly was 
In all probability at one of its Joweſt ebb s. 5 
The heireſs of Colſhull was married to Sir Ramfrey Arundell, of 
Lamburn, Knight, in the reign of Hemy the Seventh, and with ber 
theſe rilands ſeem to have baiſed ; for in Leland's time one Davers, 
of Daundeſey, a gentleman of Wiltſhire, and Whittington, a gen- 
tleman of Glouceſterſhire, were owners of Sally, but they bad, 
Hays the ſame author, ſcant forty marks à year of rents, and commo- 
dives of it. Elizabeth, daughter and heireſs of the ſaid Sir Ramfrey 
_ Arundell, married Whittington, and by a ſeeond hufband of the 
name of Suadling, had a daughter married to Davers, into which 
two families therefore theſe iſlands, among the reſt of her inheritance, 
came ; whether they were held as belonging to the Dutchy of Corn- 
wall or not, is a matter that is not certain. When William Duke 
of Normandy conquered England, one Condor poſſeſſed the Earl- 
dom of Cornwall, and did homage for the ſame, whoſe grand- 
2 was married to Reginald, natural ſon of King Henry the 
Firſt. The manorof Launceſton is mentioned m Doom's-duy-book, 
40 far back as the year 2067, when William the Conqueror gave nt 0 
bis brother, Robert Earl of Mcreton, who built a ſtrong caſtle here, 
And was created Earlof Cornwall ; after bis deceaſe his honour and : 
pPoſſeſſions deſcended to his fon William, but he rebelling "againit 
| Ke Henry the Firſt, was taken prifener, loſt his honour and Ins 
poſſeſſions, which the ſaid King * to his natural fon Reginald, 
whom he created Earl of Cornwall, but he died without iſſue, fo his 
title and poſſefſions eſchested to the crown, with which King Richard - 
the Firſtanveſted his brother John, hoſe ſon King Henry the Third 
- Honoured therewith bis brother Richard, Ki f 6 Romans, whoſe 
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_ : Jon Henry ſacceeded him to the Earldom of Cornwall, who dying 1 
- $ithout flue bis bonour and poſſeſſions came to his brother Edm 1 


4 , 
a 1 
\ we J To by * 1 0 | 


$CILLY ISLANDS ug. 


who in the twenty-eighth year of Edward the Firſt was feized of the 
caſtle, borough, and. manor of Launceſton, and alfo of Scilly ; be 
- allo died without iſſue, and his title and pollefſions again efcheated to 
| the crown, King Edward the Firſt granted the Caltle of Ennor in 
Scilly to Ranulph de Blankminſler, who alfo held the iſlands. of 
Scill of the King. When the county of Cornwall was erefed in- 
to a Dutchy, and granted to the King's eldeſt ſon, in the twelfth 
Fear of Edward the Third, the iſlands of Scilly were not recited in 
the grant. In the year 1418, the iſlands were granted by King Henry 
the Fifth to Sir Jahn Colſhull, and the ſame grant is recorded in the 
year 1440, being the eighteenth year of vg vey the Sixth, when 
it is ſaid that the, iſlands of Scilly were held of the King as of his 
caſtle of Launceſton, Though they be not mentioned in the grant of 
Edward the Third, yet perhaps they might have paſſed with the 
| Caſtle af Launeeſian and its dependencies, as being confeſſedly held 
of that honour. The greateſt part of theſe: iſlands, belonged to the 
Abbey of Taviſtock, and when that abbey fell with the reſt, in 1539, 
the lands came to the crown. and not to. the Duke of Cornwall. 

I.n the {ſecond year of Edward the Sixth the Lord Seymour, Lord 
Admiral, was charged with having gotten into his hands the ftrong 
and dangerous ifles of Scilly, bought of divers men. In wap 5 5 
year of the ſame, reign, Thomas Godalghan, Eſq. was Captain of the 
les of Scilly. Fram private hands they came to the crawn by ex- 
change in Queen Mary's time; but ia the thirteenth year of Queen 

Elizabeth they were granted by her to the Honourable Francis Godol- 

_ Phan, Eſq, with power and juriſdiction to hear and finally to deter- 
mine all plaints, ſuits, matters, attions, controverſies, contentions, 
and demands whatever, which ſhall happen. to be depending between 

Panty and party within any of the ſaid ifles. To hold unto the ſaid 
Francis Gadolphen, Ely. unto. the end of the term of thirty-eight 
ears; he yielding and paying into the hands of the receiver for the 
VDatchy of Cornwall, the yearly,. rent of ten pounds, covenanting 
that he the ſaid Franeis Godolphin, Eſq. ſhall ferve the ſaid Queen 
in defence of the afqreſaidiflands, ATE „ | 

Queen Elizabeth, ſaw. their importange, and having the Spaniards 

then the molt powerful nation at ſea in the world, ordered and en- 
couraged the R Francis Godolphin (Knighted by her 
in the year 1580, and made Lord Lieutenant of the county of Corn- 
wall) to improve this ſtation. Star Caſtle was begun and finiſhed in 
e598. At chat time ſome fortifications were built on the ſame hill, 
ſuthcient to guard the harbaur tolerably well, and the pool juſt be- 


£4 


— 


= 1 2 
PIES an. —— — 7” I. 


— #42 -- eB. Sale get n p > 
4 . A LEI. oe 8 9 : 


Sr 


— 


rr : — 
— 0 —— 4 4 — —_ _- — 
na EX 


4 day of A in the ſecond. year of King James the Firſt, for 
E he 1 ace pounds. a year, from 1609 to 1649, into 
the hang! ( for the Durchy of Cornwall, covenanyng - 
' that he the ſaid Sir William, may have from the ſaid King, his hens, 
and ſueceſſors, one laſt of gunpowder every year, to defend the faid 
| Mands, And that be the (ad Sir William Gadalphin, Koight, all | 
_ BA, by his laſk will and teſtament, give ag bequeath. any of the fud 
les. 99 any of bis daughters. 75 „ go John 
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times that he was alive in 1648, but how long he ſurvive 
period, or where he died, is not certainly known, 


ſtead of the Lord High Admiral, fo 
in his Majeſty's poſſeſſion, and undiſpoſed of to any perſon or per. 


iſlan Bs Fi ray Sor He Bees 
In the year 1645, when General Fairfax had rooted; and almoſt 
+ defeated the King's forces in Cornwall, under the command of 
Arthur Lord Hopton, the Prince of Wales, then at Pendennis 
Caſtle, retreated for further ſafety to theſe iſlands. His Royal 
- Highneſs landed at Scilly on the 4th of March, with Lord Cole- 
pepper, and others, his attendants. Two days after which the Lord 
| e. was af to France, with repreſentations to the 
y 


Queen of his Royal Highneſs being at Scilly, and of the want 


196 4 DESCRIPTION V the 
John Baſtwick, M. D. was of conſiderable praftice at Colchefler * 


he employed his-leiſure hours in writing treatiſes againſt Popiſh ce- 


Temonies, which brought upon him the indignation of Laud, Arch- 


biſhop of Canterbury, who cauſed him and two others to be tried in 


the Star-chamber, for 1 ſeditious, ſchiſmatical, and hibellous 
books, * the hierarchy o 


ment. He and William Prynne, Barrifter at Law, were ſo daring and 


the church,.and peace of the govern» 


exorbitant, that it cauſed a meeting of the Judges at Serjeant's Inn, 


to determine whether ſeveral paſſages in their books did not amount 


to high treaſon, However it was agreed at laſt, that they ſhould be 
den gon in the High Court of Star-chamber. Dr. Baſtwick was 


ned a thouſand pounds, and committed priſoner to the gate-houſe, 


where he remained above two years. | 3 . 
On March 11th, 1637, an information was exhibited againſt him a 
ſecond time; he drew up his own defence, but not being ſigned by 


counſel, the Court refuſed to hear it, although they knew no gentle. 
man of the law dared do it. The Lord Keeper Coventry called 
upon Baſtwick to make his defence, when he had ſpoken what he had 
to ſay, he toſſed a copy of his defence to the Lord Keeper, who cool]: 


ww , 


anſwered Dr. Baſtwick, “It ſeems we muſt have it.” The Court 


| bp e judgment, that Dr. Baſtwick, Dr. Burton, and Mr, 
Prynne ſhould each pay a fine of five thouſand pounds, ſhould ſtand 
on the pillory in Palace-yard, Weſtminſter, and have their ears cut 
off; after which they were'to be impriſoned for life. DIE, 

This eruel ſentence was executed with all the circumſtances of bar- 


barity ; and Baſtwick was ſent to St, Mary's Caſtle in one of the 


_ Scilly Hlands, where he remained till 1640, when he was ſet at li- 
berty by order of the Parliament. When he came near to London, 


on his return from his confinement, he was met on the road by a val 
concourſe of people, from whom he received many valuable pre- 


ſents ; and the Parliament in conſideration of his ſufferings, ſettled a 


penſion on him and his wife. It appears from the W of thoſe 
i d after that 


King Charles the Firſt by bis letters patent dated june 2oth, in the 


twelfth year of his reign, granted to Francis Godolphin, Eſq. his 
executors and aſſigns, all the iſlands, territories, &c. as before de- 
. ſcribed in the leaſes of Queen Elizabeth and King James, theſe to 


hold unto the ſaid Francis Godolphin, Eſq. from the end, expira- 
tion, or ſurrender of the leaſe of fifty years granted by King James, 
for a future term of fifty years; he the ſaid Francrs Godolphin, Eſq. 


yielding and paying for the ſamea yearly rent of forty pounds into 


the hands of the Receiver for the pony Da ee nd er one 
ts heirs, and luccelyors, in- 


dend of ir .d H A Jon as that office ſhall continue 
ice fl inue 


ſons ; covenanting for a laſt of gunpowder, in defence, of the ſaid 
ds, as in the former leaſes. ANIM . ih 


and 
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and inconveniencies of the place; defiring ſupplies to be ſent, both 
in men and money, _ | | | 9 
In the mean time Fairfax growing every where victorious in the 
Weſt, and the King's army diſſolving thereupon, the Lords Hopton 
and Capel ſoon joined his Royal Highnels at Scilly ;- at which time 
the enemy's whole army had entered Cornwall. His Royal High- 
neſs, after a ſhort ſtay of ſix weeks, being thought no longer ſafe, 
under the apprehenſion of the Parliament fleet appearing before the 
place, which was then in no condition to reſiſt an attack made upon 
it, embarked for the iſland of Guernſey, on April the 17th, while 
the enemies ſhips were as yet ſcattered ; and with a proſperous 
wind, was there fafely lagded, | | Dn ng 1920 
After this when Cornwall was entirely reduced, and King Charles 
the Firſt cruelly put to death, Sir John Granville, Governor of the 
ifllands of Scilly, took all poſſible care in the defence of them for 
'King Charles the Second, and of what conſequence they were 
thought to be by the Parliament, and the governing men of thoſe _ 
times, is obſerved by Whitlocke in bis Memorials, who gives the 
following account, how much their privateers annoyed the traffick of 
S Letters of the 26th of June, 1649, mention, that a frigate of 
: | Sir, John Granville, Governor of Scilly, with two braſs guns, 
_ twenty-four muſkets, and twenty-four oars, coming near Swanſea, 
the Governor of Cardiff ſent out boats, purſued the frigate from 
© creek to creek, and at length took her and the men, except the Cap- 
tain and ſome few who got aſhore. Letters of the 6th of March, 
make mention of ſeveral ſhips being taken by pirates of Scilly and 
Jerley. Letters of the 15th of the ſame month take notice of the 
want of frigates on the Weſtern coaſts to keep in the Jerſey and 
- Scilly pirates, and of their taking ſeveral merchant ſhips, and of 
none of the Parliament frigates to help them, Letters of the igth 
of Mp ſame month mention the piracies committed by thoſe of Scilly 
and Je | Far 
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rſey. | Wo OATS | 
| hefs captures cauſing an interruption of trade, the Parliament 
fitted out a fleet with land forces, under the command of General 
Blake and Sir George Aſcue, to reduce them to obedience. . by 
„Letters of the eighth of May, 1651, mention that General 
Blake and Sir George Aſcue with the fleet at Scilly, mtend to fall 
upon St. Mary's Iſland; that the Governor thereof ſent to them for 
a treaty, which was agreed to but took no effect. And thereupon 
the great guns played upon St. Mary's. Letters of the . twelfth of 
the fame month from Sir George Aſcue, give an account of the 
adtion at Scilly ;' that Captain Morris behaved himſelf moſt gallantly 
in the ſtorming of the iſland. That the Scilly Iſlands are the key 
that open a paſſage to ſeveral nations. Letters of the ſixteenth of 
the ſame month mention, that after the Parliament fleet had taken 
the two iſlands of Treſco and Brehar, they had*a treaty with Sir 
John Granville by commiſſion, which took no effect. Letters of the 
30th of the ſame month, ſay that the foot of Scilly entered at 
St. Mary's Iſland, and that thoſe in the Caſtle were in great want of 
water. Letters of the twelfth of June, give an account that Sir 
George Aſcue was come into Plymouth with Sir John Granville, ; 
and other priſoners taken off the iſland of St. Mary's, and other of | 
the Scully Iſlands, they being all ſurrendered to the Parliament upon 
articles. Letters of the fourteenth of the ſame month, confirm the 
reduction of St, Mary's Iſland to the Parliament, with eight pungre * 
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choſe thele iſlands as a place of re fuge, and were entertained 
John Granville, who afterwards went into France to King Charles 
the Second, and attended him, in bis 18 diſtreſſes, throughout 
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| e Butchy of Cornwall, — the time bei 


198 4 DESCRIPTION of the 
ſoldiers, ſome of ako ſhip d for Ireland, others for Scotland, 


others for France, and ſome for England with Sir John Granville. 


That there were in it commiſhoned. officersenough to head an army. 


| That Colonel Axel, Colonel Sadler, and Colonel le Hunt, priſoners 


there, were releafed. That theſe iſlands will be a ſhelter to mer- 


chants, which before were their ruin, and are a check to. the trade of 


many nations.“ 
By the great Waben of alien 2 pears that the Loyalifis 
y Sir 


all his diſconlolate travels in France, 


tanders, Holland, and the iſle 


fore Scilly was, reduced by the Parliament of England, i it is ſaid | 
heir privateers had carried in ſome trading veſſels belonging to the 


15 erſey. 


Ia of which the States having notice, 0 Elf ordered Van Trump 
their Admiral, with twelve men of war, to | 
oy faction, as was pretended : But at this time the, ſaid Admiral 


upon thoſe -1ſlands, for 


rivate inſtruRions to treat with Six John Granville under band 


for * delivering them up; but he had too much the intereſt of his Ne 
country at heart to liſten to. their ag me The Dutch excuſed 


this unſucceſsful wg on 2 John Granville and the Loyalifts 
with, whom they were p loving. he the. r of all che Engliſh 
iſlands in the South Channel pxetence of putting King Charles | 


the Second into the poſleſſion 0 his tight. 


William the Third in the year 1698, by letters patent under 


Ki 
the Great Scal of. Coons, bearing dats the. twwenty-fifth day of Jays , 
in the tenth year of 
did grant unto Sidney Lord 
and aſſigns, all his liberties, franchifes, AE, ww 1 5 5 


is reign, for hamſelf, his bers, and ſucceſſors, 
Godolphia, hisexceutors, ad miniſſ rators, 


as heretofare uſed within the fad iflands. And . 


| Ja te hear, examine, and fully determine al. P 

matters, and actions, controverſies, contentions, = demands. . 

_ ever, moved or depending between, e A eve 2 0 mee d | 
ere 


time hereafter inhabiting the ſaid es, treaſo ＋ may 


ters touching life or member of man, 2. tin] wo of land, and. 
_ £ontroverkies and cauſes touching n other 8 ences 


pening upon the ſea 2 belonging to the 


Admiralty, for the time N and therein to be tried, always to {4 


excepted ; to bold upto the tad Sidncy Lord Godolphin, his execy- 


dots and. aſſigus, unt the end and term of gighty-rune years, from the 


end and antesten. a 2 1 2 ere 10 Franeis Godol- 


hin, Eſ his Jan Majeſi ielding and 
+ be] bis ber 6,990 Tag ſucc« wg _ 1 of 
rty N (2 1 all of St, M inta t * the Re- 


And if the 

rent be 2 babe Ka Ker ue, the grant to be void at the King's 8 
12 zhe unpaid 0 os Was 9 contented. that —_ I 
the King his exceutor — ſhall and may * r | 


rice one dex, pay all' dy. money $64. 
= Vi e 18 9 a to and _ the ſaid 
Lord Godolphin, his executors, andaaſlig ns, to . ake up and ; 


1 5 =, ney and their own: tenants, tinners, ſervants, — the time of 
Dur, fas 2 ws 2 ag 
a A1 450 La Aileen Rh it was de e. — 
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leite, or cRate, for the term granted, without the ſpecial licence and 


— 


wall, prior to the di 


conſent of his ſaid Majeſty, his heits, and ſuccefſors. Nor by his 


laſt will and teſtament give and bequeath che ſame umo any of his 
daughters, unteſs The be married and her huſband meet to defend the 


fard iflands, Nor to any other children within age; but only to 
Fuch as ſhall be of years fit for their defence. And the ſaid Ring 
_ ratifies and confirms all clauſes, articles, covenants, &. according to 
the true intent and meaning thereof, unto the ſaid Lord, his execu- 
tors, and affigns, during the ſaid term, notwithſtanding any miſ-re- 
cital or non-recital of the articles contained in the former leaſes and 
grants to his anceftors, rhe reſpeAive proprietors of the faid iſlands, 
Ot which it is the King's pleaſure, chat all and ſingular the rights 
and privileges ſhoald be continued anto the ſaid Sidney Lord 


Godolphin, 


be Proprictor having ell profits, und full power aſſigned www 
 bimdelf, chem all tythe of Scilly by land, and of fiſh — 


en at ſea, 
and landed upon thoſe premiſes, acknowledgement of all ſhips com- 


.- to an anchor, commonly called harbour dues, ſhare of goods 
taken out of thoſe ſeas by ſearching, and of others waſhed or driven 
_ aſhore, according to the cuſtom of the iſlands for time immemorial. 


GOVERNORS in SCILLY. 


PH iſlands of Scilly were moſtly governed by Lords Abbots, 
1 and Coroners from the time of their conqueſt by King Athelflan 
eil che thirtieth year of King Henry the * when the Abbey 
| dbot Almerus, made at 
che finiſhing of the church, A. D. 981, to John Peryn, the late Ab- 
bot, Mr. Brown Willis enumerates thirty -feven Abbots who go- 
verned in Scilly. It ap ears by deeds and patents concerning Corn. 
olution of monaſteries and abbies, that Scilly 
and L. aunceſton Caftle had ſome time the fame governor, and that # 
_ ©oroner and his jury were appointed to enquire into manflaughter, 
felonies, &c. Complaint was made to Kang Edward the Firſt by 
William Le Poer, coroner in the ifland o i 
force of arms impriſoned and ill-uſed, and that he puid a fine of one 
hundred ſhillings for his enlargement out of pnſon, to Ranulph de 
BlankminRer and others. The fame Ranulph held the Cattle of 
Ennor in the 1flands of Scilly, by the ſervice of finding and maintain- 
Ang twelve armed men, at all times, for keeprag the peace in thoſe. 
| Parts. The (nd Ranulph did aot find the {aid armed men, for che 
purpole aforeſaid; bat received felons, thieves, outlaws, und men 
guilty of manſlaughter in theſe. lands, by which che ſaid coroner 
and his bailiffs were hindered from coming into the ſaid iſlands to do 
their duties, or to execute the King's writs, The ſaid King being 
 _ aawilling that ſuch treſpaſſes ſhouk go 
beloved and faithful] Henry Spigurnal, 


of Taviftock was diffolved. From the firſt A 


. 


oger de Beufou, an 


muas de la Hyde, Juſtices to enquire into truth of the ſame ; the 
King died foon after, and it docs not who whether or not his ſac- 
_  ceffortook any ſte ps to reQtfy choſe diſorders. Tr 5 

und civil power at thoſe times were veſted in different authorities. 
It does not appear certain how the civil power of theſe iflands was 

 iipokedot the diflolution of che Abbey of Taviſtock, VE 8 
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ſpace of thirty years, . Queen Elizabeth in the thirteenth year of her 
_ reign granted the civil power of theſe iſlands by patent or leaſe to 
the Honourable Francis Godolphin for the term of thirty-eight 
Fears, which has continued in the poſſeſſion of that noble family till 
the death of the late Lord Godolphin in the year 1783, when it came 
by inheritance to the Right Honourable the Marquis of Carmarthen, 
now Duke of Leeds. The Honourable Francis Godolphin, Eſq. 
_ Governor and Proprietor of the iſlands of Scilly, in the year 1593 
was by Queen Elizabeth appointed Military Goveraor, who was ſuc- 
ceeded by the Honourable Sir William Godolphin, The Honour- 
able Francis Godolphin, Eſq, was commiſſioned Military Governor 
in the year 1640. The Honourable Sir John Granville, afterwards 
Earl of Bath, in 1651. The Honourable Sidney Godolphin, Eſq. 
in 1702, Major Bennet governed a-ſhort time, The Earl of Go- 
dolphin thinking this an infringement on his authority, had a com- 
miſſion: as Governor, bearing date July 7th, 1733. The Right 
Honourable Francis Lord Godolphin was commiſſioned Military Go: 

vernor in 1766, The Right Honourable the Marquis of Car mar- 
then, now the Duke of Leeds, in 1985. SEVEN 


Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, a native of Morſon near Clay, in Norfolk, 
after arriving to high honours in the ſervice of his country, was loſt 
near theſe illands upon the Gilſtone Rock, returning from Toulon, 
on the 22d of October, 1707. He came into the ſoundings in the 
morning, had nineteen fathoms water. It was thick '0gpy weather, 
when the whole fleet in company, coming, as they thought, near the 
land, in the afternoon he brought the fleet to and lay by. At ſix in 
the evening he made fail again, and Rood away under his courſes ; 
| Joon after he made ſignals of danger, as ſeveral other ſhips did. Sir 
George Byng, in the Royal Ann, who was then within leſs than half 
a mile to the windward of him, ſaw the breakers of the ſea, and ſoon 
after the rocks; it was with much difficulty that he ſaved himſelf, 


having one of the rocks under her main chains, called the Trenemen, 


near Gorregan Iſland, which knocked off, her larboard quarter gal- 
lery, but the veſſel got off again without further damage. About 
eight o'clock at night the Admiral's ſhip, the Aſſociation, ſtruc k 
upon the Gilſtone, and not upon the Biſhop and Clerks as has been 
_ repreſented by ſome ; in two minutes the veſſel went down, and 
every ſoul on board periſhed, except one man, who ſaved hunſelf 
upon a piece of timber which floated- to the rocks, called Hellwea- 
thers, where he landed, and remained ſome days before he could be 
taken off, as no boat could come nigh the rock, the weather then be- 
ing ſo bad. Several perſons of diſtindtion were with the Admiral on 
board the Aſſociation, particularly Lady Shovel's two ſons by her 

former huſband ; Sir John Narborough, and James his brother; 
Mr. Trelawney, eldeſt ſon to the Biſhop of Wincheſter ; with about 
eight bundred men . © | 

Beſides the Aſſociation, the Eagle, Captain Robert Hancock, of 


ſeventy guns, and the Romney, Captain William Cony, of fifty guns, 


| periſhed ; the Firebrand fireſhip was likewiſe loſt; but Captain 
Pierey, who commanded her, and molt of the company were ſaved; 
the Phœnix fireſhip, commanded by Captain Sanſom, ran aſhore, but 
was happily got off again. The Royal Ann, in which Sir George 
Byng bore his flag, was faved by the preſence of mind of the of- 
| ficers and men, who in a minute's time ſet her top fails, when ſhe 
was within a ſhip's length of the rocks, Lord Durſley, in the St. 
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George, ran as great hazard, and was ſaved by mere accident; he 
ſtruck on the ſame rocks with Sir Cloudeſſey, and that waye which 


beat out the Admiral's lights, ſet his ſhip afloat, The day after. 


this melancholy accident, the body of Sir Cloudeſley Shovel was 
thrown aſhore on the iſland of St. Mary's, at Porth Hellick, which 
was there buried in the ſand by a ſoldier and his wife, who found 
him ; his body was dug up again, put on board the Saliſbury, by 
which veſſel it was carried to Plymouth, and from thence it was con- 


veyed to London, as has been mentioned before in the account of St. 


Mary's Iſland, 


the Sabbath Day, and was, according to the ancient cuſtom of the 
iſland, fined by the Council-men two ſhillings and ſix- pence to the 

relief of the poor. Ce ED Ea 
December 26th, 1711, Ann Mac Donnel was accuſed of breaking 


open the windows of the dwelling-houſe of Richard Scaddan, and 
ir therefrom ſeveral goods, wares, and merchandizes. It was 


agreed by the Council, that all the inhabitants ſhould be taxed for 


F of proſecuting the ſaid culprit at the next 


aſſizes, to be held for the county of Cornwall; or in purſuing any 


other method in order to puniſh her, or. any other perſon that ſhould- 
be guilty of the like offence, the coſts, and charges of the ſaid Ri- 


| chard Scaddan excepted. 


January 28th, 1712, Ann Holiday was accuſed of ſealing out of 


the houſe of Mr. Thomas Smith, ſundry articles, which were found 
in her poſſeſſion, It was ordered by the Council, that ſhe ſhould be 


ſtripes, which order was executed. 


bound to the common whipping poſt, and there receive forty-four 


February 13th, 171g, an order of the Council was given out, o 
Prohibit all maſters of ſhips or boats to import any ſtrangers to ſettle 
here, or to carry any perſon from theſe iſlands, under the penalty of 


ten pounds, | 


January 27th, 1714, Thomas Barks, a ſoldier, was accuſed and 
found guilty of forcibly breaking into the houſe of "rey Legg, in 
ich the Coun- 


the night, and committing a rape on her body, for w 
| ct] ordered him to be publickly whipped. ,_ | 


-  Otober 29th, 1720, Robert Mac Limeric complained againt John © 


Tregear, for furiouſly aſſaulting him with a mill ſtaff, breaking his 


head, wounding him in the face, and ſpilling his blood, which being 
confirmed by ſufficient evidence, the Council having deliberately 
weighed the Ces done to him the faid Robert Mac Limeric, by 

þ| 


. ſhedding his blood, did award and order John Tregear to pay bim 


ix ſhillings and eight-pence, and the like ſum to the poor of the. 


. pariſh. 


Iuly gift, 1724. Whereas by an order and conſtitution madeby the 

then Commanding Officer and twelve men of the ifland of St. 

| | for the more eafy and better maintenance 

of the church and poor of this ifland, it was then ordered, conſtituted, 

and appointed, that all perſons belonging or concerned in boats as 
ot pak for every ſum they ſhould receive of 

. 1 or upwaids, twelve-pence for ot pound, they ſo re- 

3 


Mary's, in the year 1701 


pilots, or otherwiſe, ſh 


_ -ceived, not only for piloting ſhips, but for all caſualties that ſhould 


happen on the fea, or within any of thoſe harbours in theſe iſlands, . 


 -thatis to ſay all wrecks, or ſhips ſtranded, or any other misfortune 
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January 22th, 1711, William Simons was accuſed of ſhooting on 


VPhatſoever that ſhall happen, for which they. receive three pounds or 


faid ſum of twelve-pence for every pound the, 


ſuch their pilotage and other caſualties, for all ums exceeding three 
pounds to the churchwardens of St. Ma 


ſaid ſum o 5 8 
caſualties or otherwiſe, they having very lately received large ſums, 


the ſaid ſum of twelve-pence for tes 
9 


wiſe, t 
diſtrained, the perſons refuſing to pay the ſaid ſum within ten da 


\ 
* 
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_ upwards for their aſſiſtance. And whereas ſince the ſaid order and 
conſtitution was made, ſeveral maſters of boats of the outward iſlands, 


as well as the maſters of boats in St. Mary's Iſland, have paid the 
have received, for 


's for the time being, for 
the uſe and maintenance of the church and poor of the ſaid iſland, as 


being the mother church. And ſince the poverty of this iſland, by | 


the increaſe of the poor, there is the greater reaſon for a relief for 
their maintenance; and to ſupport our former orders and conſtitu- 


tions, and 10 oblige the perſons ſo concerned, refuſing to pay the 
twelve-pence, for every pound they ſo receive for ſuch 


for the ſaving of goods ſtranded on this iſland, and do refuſe to pay 


pound, for the uſe above 


mentioned, it is therefore further ordered, conflituted, and appointed, 


| 25 the Officer Commanding in Chief, with the twelve Common 
0 


uncil-men of this iſland, by whom ſuch things are ordered, con- 


ftituted, and appointed, that all; perſons whatſoever, whether be- 


longing to St. Mary's, or to any of the outward iflands, that ſhall be 
maſllers of boats, and all others concerned with them, whether it be 
for pilotage, or any other caſualty whatever, as wrecks at ſea, veſ- 


ſels ſtranded, or otherwiſe, where they ſhall receive the ſum of three 
Pounds or upwards for aſſiſting, all ſuch perſons ſo receiving ſuch 


ſum or ſums of money as before mentioned, ſhall immediately pay 
unto the churehwardens of the iſland of St. Mary's for the time be- 


ing, the ſaid ſum of twelve-pence in the pound, for all ſums of 
money amounting to three pounds and upwards, for the uſe and 
maintenance of the church and poor of St Mary's aforeſaid. And 


all ſuch perſons fo refuling to pay the ſaid ſum of twelve-pence in 


the. pound, within fix days after demanded, it is then ordered by the 


ſaid conſtitution, that the churchwardens of St. Mary's may dillrain 

any goods and chattels that do belong to thoſe perſons ſo offending, 

for the payment of ſuch ſums due from them for pilotage, or other- 
bat they have received, and in caſe ſuch goods are ſeized or 


s 
after ſuch goods ate diſtrained, it is further ordered, that the church 
wardens may have thoſe goods appraiſed by two different perſons, 


and ſold for the. payment of the ſaid ſum of twelve-pence in the 


pound, and applied to the uſes aforeſaid, and the remainder of ſuch _ 
appraiſement, if any be, ſhall be repaid to the owners of ſuch goods 


ſo diſtrained. And that no perſon in this iſland, or any of the out- 


ward iſlands, may plead 1gnorance, let this order and conſtitution be 


read in the church of St, Mary's, and in the chapels of the ſeveral 


outward iſlands, on the next convenient Sabbath Day. _ 5 
In the year 1730, a veſſel from the Canary Iſlands, laden with wine, 


was loſt upon the iſland of Roſevean. The Captain's name was Ro- 
berts; ſome fiſhermen went to his aſſiſtance, and got ſome of his 
men off, but the Captain would not quit the veſſel, on account of a 
Barge quantity of money being on board; the weather became worſe, 
0 


e and one man got upon the iſland, where they were ſaved by | 


laſhing themſelves to arock ; they remained in this ſituation three 
days before they could be got off, and ſeveral of the people periſhed. 


OQober gth, 1736, a veſſel called the Triumph, Captain Croſs, 
Commander, from Jamaica bound to London, laden with ſugar 


indigo, dying wood, and leveral other valuable articles, came aſhare ® 


HT near 
7 « A - 491 - | * ö 
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| near the Steval Rock, on the W. part of the garriſon, in a violent 
florm, and was daſhed in pieces againſt the rocks. The Captain, 
carpenter, boatſwain, and ſeveral of the men jumped overboard and 
were drowned, endeavouring to ſave themſelves by ſwimming aſhore ; 
but the ſurgeon, mate, and a few ſeamen that ſtayed on board, were 
 Providentially ſaved; ſome of them were thrown aſhore in the 
round-houſe when the ſhip ſtaved, and others got aſhore upon the 
maſts, Some were loſt by endeayouring to ſecure part of the money, 
others were preſerved with bags of it brought aſhore, and others 
were bruifed to pieces among the rocks. The Captain being fenſible 
_ of his inevitable fate, recommended the money to the care of the 
living, being about ten thouſand pounds in ſpecie. The rich furni- 
ture was ſaved by the iſlanders, as part of the cargo, with a conſidera- 
ble quantity of the money, which was divided among the falvers, 
though the then Commanding Officer took a proper ſhare of it into 
his poſſeſſion, for the widow of the deceaſed Captain, but as he never 
rendered her a proper account, ſhe kept the law open againſt him ſo 
long as almoſt ruined.him. This accident was ſaid to be owing to 
the ill conduct of the crew, intoxicating themſelves with rum, at 
coming into ſoundings, and the thick weather, by the account of 
thoſe who were ſaved. . . 
In April, 1737, a veſſel went aſhore in Old Grimſby; the Cap - 
tain's name was Stut, came from Briſtol, bound to Falmouth, wih 
groceries. The men were all ſaved, and the cargo was put into 
cellars, and re- ſhipped. DOOR os % - OE 
November bach. 1737, a veſſel belonging to Bideford, from Ma- 
laga bound to Amſterdam, was loſt, laden with raiſins and Barbary 
gout ſkins, called the Betſey, Richard Hogg, Maſter. -The veſſel 
oundered, and all hands on board periſhed, except the Captain, and 
wo men, who were ſaved in the ſhip's boat. T 
April 28th, 1738, a veſſel laden with wheat, belonging to North 
Yarmouth, William Nickolls, Maſter, from Sicily, and bound to 
Havre de Grace, was loſt on a rock in Porth Creſſa, ever fince called 
Nickolls's Rock. About thirty quarters of wheat were taken up, 
which was damnified, having lain in the water fix day s, and being in 
a periſhing condition it was ſold forthwith, but the amount was not 
 Tufficient to defray the charges, and happily no lives were loſt,  _ 
- In November, 1738, a ſhip called the Diana, laden with w ool, - 
from Cales, drove aſhore upon the iſland of Mincarlo, and was totally 
loſt, and all on board periſhed. Some part of the cargo was ſaved 
by the iſlanders, and a great part of it went away upon the tide. 
December goth, 4555 ſeveral veſſels were ſtranded in Old Erimſpy 
Harbour; the St. Joſeph of and bound to Dunkirk, ee Billard, 
Maſter, from Sherent, laden with brandy ; the veſſel was loſt near 
Sampſon Ifland, but the people and fxty ene of brandy were 
| faved; the Mermaid of and for Plymouth, Nicholas Michell, 


Iſland ; the men were ſaved, but the ſhip was entirely loſt. _- 
January iſt, 1740, the Jane, Thomas Barry, Maſter, from New- 
floundlands, with train oil and fiſh, for London, was ſtranded, The. 
| ſame day the Hannah, of London, Archibald Liddal, Maſter, with 
ſalt from Liſbon. The veſſel and cargo were loſt, but the men were 
ſaved: On the gift of the ſame month the North Cape, of and for 
Briſtol, Nicholas Graham, Maſter, from Gottenburgh, with deals, 
tron, and juniper” berries, ſtruck upon a rock, and was obliged to 


th Cargo lande 0 The veſſel Was r aired, 1 
N arg d. W May | 
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Miſter, from Briſtol, was driven aſhore on Crow Bar, near Treſco 
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5 May 13th, 1740, the Caſtom-houſe Officers being ina met that 


the people of Treſco Iſland, who had ten pieces of brandy to tbeir 


mare for the ſalvage of Captain Billard's veſſel, three of which they 
Horcibly divided at the time the veſſel was ſlranded in December laſl ; 
the other ſeven were ſecured in a cellar on that ifland, they not 


| permitting it to be brought to the iſland of St. Mary's to be 


cellared there as uſual, had broke open the cellar, taken out the 
brandy, and divided it among themſelves, as did likewiſe the inhabi- 


tants of Brehar Iſland. The officers went the next day early in the 


mornin 


7 found the cellar broke open, as was reported, and the 
caſks of brandy taken out, ſo they took a conſtable, made a ſearch, 


and found a great quantity of brandy in {mall caſks, and other veſſels, 


which they ſeized, and were about to bring it to St. Mary's to be 


depoſited in his Majeſty's warchouſe, but they were threatened and 


 obflrutied by a mob, who followed them from houſe to houſe, {wear- 


ing they would loſe their lives, rather than ſuffer the brandy to be 
carried off to the warehouſe. The officers being few in number, 
and having no arms, were obliged to quit the ſeizure for the ſecurity 


of their lives. A little while after this robbery, a veſſel from Wa- 
terford, Lawrence Butler, Maſter, laden with butter, and bound to 
| BUrgen, was ſtranded. The Maſter agreed to pay the ſalvers two 


hun 


the ſame who broke open the cellar and took out ſeven pieces of 


| brandy, came violently upon.the ColleQor, while he was giving his 


_ aſſiſtance in ſaving the cargo, and would have deſtroyed a great part, 


bag oy not been repelled ; whereupon they - {wore that if ever a 
0 


veſſel ſhould be ſtranded upon the iſland of Treſeo, the Cuſtom- 


undred pounds for their aſſiſtance, in caſe it met with the approba- 
tion of his merchants. After an agreement was made with the in- 
habitants of St, Mary's to ſave the cargo, the inhabitants of Treſco, 


_ houſe Officers might ak at home, for they ſhould not come near it, | 


A. man of 'Treſco Iſland was profecuted in the Crown Office for 


being concerned in the riot, whoſe ſon, a lad about fifteen years of 


age, was one of them who broke open the door of the warehouſe, 


. and this man was himſelf preſent when the 1 was divided, an 


took his ſon's part, and two boats' parts which belonged to himſelf, 


who being aſked by the Colle dor, bow he came to be concerned in 
the riot, anſwered that he commended the iſlanders for what they had 
done, and that, was it to do again, he would affiſt them. This ring- 


leader was proſecuted in-the Crown Office, and paid the penalty of | 
_ forty pounds with all coſts, And the reſt of the rioters, upon mak- 


ing a proper conceſſion to the ColleQor, and promiſing never to do 


the like again, were pardoned, they being only poor fiſhermen, with 7 


large families, and were through ignorance led on by the aforeſaid 
ringleader. e ws | ON 


November 2d, 1740, an order was given by the Commanding Of. 


Hier, and the Council-men, to prevent corn from being exported 


from thele iſlands to England, leſt his Majeſly's Garriſon and the 
inhabitants ſhould be in want of bread,  _ | 


March gth, 1742; a veſſel called the Nancy, William Walker, 


| Mafter, laden with Britiſh compound ſpirits, hemp, iron, gunpowder, . 


and ſeveral ſorts of merchandize from London, bound to Dublin, .. 
took fire in New Grimſby Harbour, and blew up; all the people 
were on ſhore, except a boy, who was left alleep on board. It was 


ſuppoſed a cat carried the. burning candle among the hemp, and ſet it 


on fire. When the veſſel blew up, the exploſion ſhook the earth, and 
broke ſeveral glaſs windows. * 


— 


— 
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N in his Majeſty's Star Caſtle there. 
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March 28h, 1742, ſeveral people abſented themſelves from the 
| watch at Mount Toddin, and diſobeyed the Commanding Officer and 


the twelve men in Council aſſembled. It was ordered that thoſe be 


called upon the next day in the afternoon, after divine ſervice, to 
take the firſt duty at Mount Toddin watch, as they ſhall be called 
and appointed-by the conſtables. It is further ordered thut the Col- 
leftor and has officers, the maſter gunner and 1 being tenants 
to the Earl of Godolphin, do attend the ſai 

obedience to be fined one ſhilling for every neglect to the uſe of the 
poor, and in caſe they refuſe, to be repreſented by the Commanding 
Officer and the twelve men, as dilafected to his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment. e . N f | 


By the Right Honourable Francs EA NL of GoDOLPHIN, 
Governor and Proprictor of his Majeſty's iflands of Scilly.. | 


Orders to be Obſerved and Obeyed by the Garriſon and Ilanders. 
1. That in the abſence of the Governor, and Lieutenant Go- 


vernor, the ſaid garriſon and iſlanders do obey the Commanding 


Officer for the time being, as their Magiſtrate, 


| iſlands. ; * 5 : Fe ; . % 

23. That the maſter — and gunners do not preſume to go off 
St. Mary's Iſland without leave from the Commanding Officer, for 
the time being. 5 6 1 | ö 


repair to his Majeſty's Star _altle, for the 


4. That no iflander 3838 to go to the main, without leave 


from the Commanding 
-0F Wit. | 


flicer for the time being, eſpecially in time 
5. That all pilots make a report immediately to the Commanding 


Officer for the time being, of all ſhips they pilot in, with their force, 


and number of .men, and that no * preſume to carry any ſhip out 
without firſt ſeeing its clearance, from his Majeſty's Star Caſtle. 
- 6, That all perſons who ſhall land in any of the ſaid iſlands, be 
forthwith brought before the Commanding Officer for the time be- 
ing, to be examined by him Rs e 
7. That theſe orders be publiſhed in the ſaid iſlands, and hung up 
e Ras S0 DOLPHIN. 
St. James's, 29th of May, 1742. 38 Is 
pu 
ealth, and not able to undergo the puniſhment, according td the ſen» 


_ tence of the Court, he was ordered to be put in the ſtocks, at nine 


o'clock in the morning, and to remain there during the time of di- 


vine ſervice, on Sunday next at St. Mary's, with his horrible crime = 
- written upon his breaſt in capital letters, and to be ſet in the flocks 
every Sunday following, till he had at once in each iſland that has a 


_chane}; os Ennis: TT ed WA e 35 
8 eee 1742, a man belonging to his Majeſty's ſhip the 
Argyle, was brought aſhore dead, who with ſeven others went on 
board the Richmond in order to impreſs. feamen, immediately re- 


_ ceived: ſeveral vollies of ſmall arms, fired by the crew of the ſaid 


Richmond, and returned none. This John Witham walking aft on 


. the larboard fide was ſhot dead, out of the after gratings, and one 


- 


watch, and for diſ- 


2. That the iſlanders on firing of the aq gh. un, yo” * 
lefence of the ſaid 


Jane 29th, 1742 a man of the iſland of Treſco was ordered to be 
lickly whipped for an unnatural crime, but being in an ill ſtate of 


man's 5 


: # 
” 
— i, IH Pat erg A cars Bone" 


> 
oo oeB ——— 


— 


r 
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the goods ſo wanting, than io engage in a tedious law ſuit. 


Earl o 
and ſent his ſteward, Mr. Smith, the following letter, and another 
letier to Captain Jeffrey ſon, by the ſame poſt. e 
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man's arm was ſhot, Which cauſed it to be cut off, and another was 


wounded in the leg. Thomas Hudſon, ſurgeon, being defired by 
the Court to examine the body of the deteaſed, made oath that the 
wound appeared to him to be occafioned by a muſket ball paſſin 

under his left arm through his breaſt, and out of the left fide of his 


neck, which he believed to be the occaſion of his death, | 


January 14th, 1743, a ſhip called the Nancy, Thomas Marſhall, 
from Londonderry to London, laden with linen cloth, ſtruck upon 


a rock, called Green Ifland, in coming into New Grimſby Channel, 


which obliged the maſter to diſcharge part of the cargo for the pre- 


ſervation of the whole; eighty-three packs of linen were ſecured in 
the warehouſe, and upon examination fixty-nine pieces of linen were 

found wanting. The gentlemen who were ſent. by the proprietors 
to manage the affair, having confidered the diſtance they lived at 


from Scilly, and the difficulty of carrying on a proſecution againſt 


the perſons, into whoſe cuſlody the fixty-nine pieces of linen Wbich 


were wanting, were delivered, the iſlands lying fo far from England, 
and the paſſage very precarious, choſe rather to accept payment for 


Several complaints were made againſt Captain Jeffrey ſon, the then 
Commanding-Officer, for ill treating the iflanders, by putting them 
under confinement, and for interfering in their agreements with 


maſters of ſhips, about pilotage and other matters, without conſulting 
with the twelve Council-men, which was thought cruel, arbitrary, 


and NA pes In conſequence of a repreſentation thereof to the 
Godolphin, his Lordſhip took the matter into conſideration, 


SIR; ee nr Cen, 
| Your's of the 16th of laſt month, came to me incloſed in one from - 


Mr, Penneck : I am glad that what I have done 1n relation to Cap- 


tain Jeffreyſon is agreeable to the iſlanders, and hope that none of 


them, will, on further conſideration, find cauſe to leave the iſlands, 


upon his or any other account. I acquainted you before, that ſe- 
veral complaints had been brought againſt him, of which I thought 


Proper to give him notice, which I did by letter incloſed in one to 


vou; and on the 29th of laſt month, he wrote to me from Penzance, 
and by the ſame poſt wrote likewiſe to the Secretary at War; in 


Which letters he inſiſts upon his innocence, and that if he has done 


any thing wrong, it proceeds from a miſconſtruction of my orders, 


and ought to be imputed to that, and to his zeal for his Majefly's 


fervice, and not to a ſpirit of oppreſſion (which he declares he ab- 


Hors), yet that as his orders are now explained, and he is ſenſible of 
the true meaning of them, he will purſue that end, and take all pru- 
dent meaſures for the future, to avoid any miſunderflanding between 

| himſelf and the twelve men, and conſult with them in all things re- 
lating to the iflandexs;/ © | ; 24 | 


I hope before this time Enſign Hanning is diſchar d, and I flatter ? 
myſelf that my orders will for the future be carried into execution, 


according to the true ſenſe and meaning of them, and that due obedi- 
_ ence will be paid thereto, that the peace of the iſlanders will be re- 
ſtored by the twelve men being conſulted as formerly, and that the 
Captain will give no cauſe of complaint for the future. | | 


This 
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This you may communicate to the complainants, whoſe grievances, 
when real, I ſhall always endeavour to remove, truſting at the ſame 


time, that they will neither be forward to complain without juſt 
_ cauſe, or tardy in yielding their beſt aſſiſtance towards his Majeſty's 
ſervice, on all proper occaſions. N {Rs 


I am your friend to ſerve ou 
z BE „ GODOLPHIN; 
St. James's, 26th of April, 17434. „%%% +. 
The Earl of Godolphin's Letter to Captain Feffreyſon. 
US YT OLI James's, 26th of April, 1143. 


Vour's of the 29th ult. in which you expreſs ſo much concern at 


the diſapprobation ſome parts of your late conduQ at Scilly have 


met with from Sir William Young and me, (and wherein you ſeem 
alſo deſirous of hearing from me upon that ſubje ct), came to me 


- whilſt I was in Cambridgeſhire, from whence 'tis not yet a fortnight 


lince II returned. 


re” 
= 


they are wil 


I know not how to appriſe ou of my preſent ſentiments on that 
affair, better than by a copy of 


it will ſatisfy you, that az on one hand, I cannot but endeavour al- 
ways to protect the iſlanders from all harſh treatment, and unne- 


ceſlary ſeverity, ſo on the other, I am equally defirous they ſhould 
On all proper occaſions give their belt aſſiſtance towards his Majeſly's 


* 4 


Aerie. nn pos 1; 7 hho ohne 42 5 

- From your reſolution of returning to the old cuſtom of conſulting 

the twelve men on all buſineſs of the iſlands, and to purſue the 

orders (ſigned by me at your requeſt), according to the explanation 

Sir William Young has. 2 rightly given you of them, I am not 
e 


ele good ends may be attained, which if 
give much fatisfattion to, | „ 
| Sir, your humble ſervant, 


without 5 75 that both the 


; GODOLPHIN, 


The following memorial was laid before: the twelve men in Coun- 
ci] aſſembled, Dy Captain Jeffreyſon, Commandant of his Majeſty's 
. Garriſonat Scil e N e Lt oat the eg 


GENTLEMEN; —@ © Scilly, May 2, 1743. 


HFaving received letters from the Right Honourable Earl of Go- 
dolphin and Sir William Young, Secretary at War, his Lordſhjp's 

dated the 26th of April laſt, ing 8 

With their concurrence and approbation, being an explanation of his 
Lordſhip's orders, ſigned and delivered to me at St. James's the 


ir William's the 24th of March, 


29th of May, 1742, 


iſt. That the Commanding Officer for the time being, conſult and 
_ adviſe with the twelve men in all things relating to the iſlanders, 
there being a legal right acknowledged in him and them to deter- 
mine matters brought before them. | . 


2, That the iflanders are not to be harrafſed or aſſembled unne- 
ceſſarily, but in caſe of imminent danger, or an attack from an 


enemy. Then the military power may even uſe force to compel the 


inhabitants to aſſiſt him, for the defence of his Majeſty's iflands, and 


the nature of the caſe will juſtify his aRing accordingly, 25 
88 e - rn BR 09 2905 N 


7 


ö my letter, by this poſt, to Mr. Smith, 
which therefore I here incloſe to you for that A N hoping that 
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. | 3. That the iflanders are not to be denied leave to go off the iflands 

| on their neceſſary buſineſs. ST. | 
This I do declare is the explanation of his Lordſhip's orders, with 
. the concurrence of Sir William Young, Secretary at War, to which 
0 we are to pay due obedience, and ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved by me, 
I 5 | who am, | | 5 CC 
i r Gentlemen, | | 
BW Pp; Eg Your moſt humble ſervant, 

| | 5 nns FEFFREYSON; -:- 

Commanding Officer and Magiſtrate. 


Pa, ** — — 
— a Jas. 
—_—— : 


1 — 
9222 — 


— — 


| 5 | May 3d, 1743, a up from South Carolina, laden with rice, bound 
1 to Cowes, which had been taken five days before by a French priva- 
* teer; when the French hands were put on board, with an intent of 
=: carrying her to the next French port, ſhe. was e e by miſtake 
{i _ _ , amongſt the Weſtern rocks, where ſome fiſhermen obſerving it, they 
5 © condutted her into St. Mary's Road, under the command of the 
[1 | batteries. This was effected va four fiſhermen and a boy belonging 
2 | to the iſlands, who received a moiety among them, of. three thouland 
Sd pounds ſalvage ; the ſhip and cargo being valued at that ſum by the 
ondon merchants, who behaved honourably in the affair. This ſhip 
7s was loſt upon the Wolf Rock, in a fleet under convoy going from 
3 Scilly to the Iſle of Wight; the men were then taken up, except two 
iſlanders who were drown et. e | 
In June, 1743, a Dutch Eaſt Indiamen, outward-bound, flruck 
upon the Gunner Rock, in Broad Sound, off St, Agnes Ifland, and 
ſunk down in about twenty-two fathoms depth of water, with all the 
: SHO people, who periſhed ; ſhe came from Amſterdam bound to Batavia. 
* 8 heir firing of guns as a ſignal of diſtreſs was heard in the night, but 
1 e no per ſons l give them any aſſiſtance. Many of their bodies 


T r 
- e 


FR lloated aſhore at St. Mary's, and other lands, where they were 
2M buried by the inhabitants, and ſome were taken up floating upon the 
| tide, and were buried. A Dutch Lady, with her children and ſer- 

vants, going to her huſband, an Eaſt India Governor, was prevented 
. | from ſeeing him by this unfortunate accident. She had two hundred 
Wi.  ______an(d fifty thouſand pounds in dollars on board, A diver was ſent b 
8 the Dutch merchants to diſcover and weigh the plate, of conſiderable 
3 value. But the tide 1 ſtrong at bottom, and the ſea appearing 

| thick, the diver could not fee diſtindly through the glaſs of bis en- 
ine, fo returned without ſucceſs, This wreck ſtill remains a booty 


1 ſor thoſe who can find it. „ 

3 o CHARLES JEFFREYSON, Ef. 

i = : 8 I R, | 2 | FT wo COLD Þ | : | Corbett, October 1, 1743. | 
3 We the officers and company of the Corbett privateer, through the 


—— 


ill uſage and conduct of Captain Samuel Rhodes, our Commander, 
have unanimouſly declared, and are of opinion, that for the owner's, 
and for our own intereſt, we will no more admit of him, as Com- 
mander of the ſaid privateer, and are determined to keep him from 
: | the ſaid command, or ever coming on board, *till we have an anſwer. 
A to the particulars of our accuſation from Mr. Blydeſteyn, our owner, 
hk at London, and in the mean time have appointed the Firſt, Lieute- 
nant, Mr, Smith, to be our Commander, till the owner's pleaſure is 
- a known. Therefore we doubt not but our reſolution will be fo agree- 
$ en -  @ble to you as to cauſe no uneaſineſs to you in any ſhape, as we do 
"IF „„ 35 . not 
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not intend to move the veſſel *till orders from our owner; we make 


no doubt but your opinion will concur with our's, and beg leave to 


ſub ſcribe ourſelves, | | | | 
Your Honout's moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
33 r 
| Y ALEX. SINCLAIR. - 
ICHABOD STODDERD, DAVID CAMPBELL. 
For myſelf and Company. HARRY FORBES. 
| 1 ROBERT FORBES, © 
| AMES THOMPSON. 
WM. LONG. 5 


To CHARLES JEFFREYSON, £4. 
F 8 


It ſeems to me that the officers aud company of the Corbett priva- 


tcer, lately under my command, by the commiſſion of his moſt Sa- 
.cred Majeſty, and by inſtructions from Meſſieurs, the owners of the 


ſaid privateer, by the above mutinous declaration have a deſign to 


run away with her, and make the. intereſt their own, I therefore 


humbly requeſt the ſaid privateer may be detained in port until 


orders from above. | V | 
| 8 J am, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, _ _ 


It is the o ;aion of this Covrt, that upon the above re veſts, that 
it is for bis M. 

hands in Council. | MD £ 
Pe ors wp nr Ns Signed by the COUNCIL-MEN. | 
December 91ſt, 1743, Edmund Lakey was fined one ſhilling, for 

behaving rudely and ſwearing before the Court. EN, 


February 1ſt, 1744, two ſailors were publickly whipped, by order 


of the Council, for ſtealing a boat's grappling, the property of Ed. 
ward Hollanſhead. fs e „ 


June goth, 1744, complaint was made that ſeveral pilots belonging 
to theſe iſlands, had neglected to acquaint the Commanding Officer 
of the arrival of any ſhips. It was ordered that upon their going on 
board any ſhip in St. Mary's Sound, after leaving one of their boat's 
company on board, they were to put off, and give an account of the © 
ſhip or ſhips to the watch at Morning Point, or Wool Pack Batteries, 
jf poſhble;; if not they are to land at Peninis Head, and in caſe the 
boat ſhould be detained by any ſhip, they were to acquaint the Com- 


manding Officer of the ſhip, that the garriſon had orders to fire at 


them, notwithſtanding their hoiſting. any colours, and that in caſe' 
they came into any other ſound, they were immediately to come 


| aſhore, and acquaint the Commanding. Officer of the garriſon, What 
ſhips they belonged. to. The ſame day a woman was accuſed 
ſtealing canvaſs and for keeping a diſorderly houſe, for which the 


Court ordered her to be tied to the whipping poſt, and to be pub= 


lickly whipped. _ | ET 
July 2d, 1744, two women being accuſed of diforderly 7 

were ſentenced by the Court to be ducked at the Quay · head, an 
purified in ſalt-water. $903 1 LAPS . * | 


* - 


ajeſty's ſervice, and the owners, that the ſaid {hip ſhould 
be ſtopt by the above Captain Charles Jeffreyſon ; as witneſs our 


rathces; 


e Auguft | 
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Auguſt goth, 1744, four men were fined four pounds, and obliged | 
to find fecurity for their good behaviour for twelve months, for 
aſſaulting the conſtables = W 


| Scully, Council. hoi ſe, 4th November, 1745. 

We being acquainted of the unnatural rebellion now carrying on 
in Scotland, by the Pretender's eldeſt ſon, againſt our moſt good and 
gracious Sovereign, King George the Second, our holy religion, 
laws and Itberties, lives and fortunes, aſliſted by the boundleſs am- 
bition of the French King, the Pope, and Vis adherents, with 
a threatened invaſion of theſe kingdoms. We do hereby aſſociate 
ourſelves for the defence of theſe iſlands, in abhorrence of the ſaid 
unnatural rebellion, and do abjure the Pretender, and all his ad- 


herents, and deſire to arm, form, and diſcipline ourſelves in bodies, 


according to the direfiions of his Majeſty, or the Earl of Godol- 
phin our Governor, and humbly deſire his Majeſty's orders, and his 
 4.ordſhip's dire ions hereupon, as witneſs our hands, 5 
| | 8 _ CHARLES JEFFREYSON. 
PAUL HATHAWAY. _ 
WALTER THOMAS, 
ROGER EDWARDS. 
THOMAS SMITH, _ 
WILLIAM CRUDGE.. 
FRANCIS BANFIELD. 
JOHN COSSENs. | 
JAMES URIN. © | 
RANCIS GEORGE. 
RICHARD PEN ROSE. 
JOHN MOMFORD. _ 
ATTHIAS TREWEEK. © 
THOMAS CLUTTERBUCK. _ 
ABRAHAMTOV FFV. 


The above aſſociation was tranſmitted, by the Commanding Officer, 
to the Earl of Godolphin, to which his Lordſhip was pleaſed to re- 
turn the following anſwer. Es | ory Ke Toon 
"ey St. James's, 28th November, 1745. 

Vour's of the 4ih inſtant from Scilly, accompanied with an aſ- 
fociation entered into, both by the garriſon and 1flands, came to 
hands laſt week, by which I bad the ſatisfadtion of finding that both 
one and the other are full of zeal and loyalty towards his Majeſty's 
perſon and government, and that they expreſs a juſt abhorrence of 
the unnatural rebellion hitherto ſubſiſting in England as well as Scot- 
land. I thank them for their readineſs. to form a body for the de- 
fence of the ifles of Scilly, but I hope the garriſon may be ſufficient 
for that purpoſe ; eſpecially as they are not threatened with any par- 
ticular ch ms or other danger, than what ariſes from the war with 
France and Spain, Such of them as in caſe of any ſudden attack 
from the common enemy, you ſhall find it .requiſite to call to your 
affiſlance, N them with arms and ammunition from bis Ma- 

jeſly's ſtores, I my willingly make ſome daily allowance to (for fo 
| four time as they ſhall be upon that ſervice) without troubling his 
Myjeſty upon that account. So hoping that on any ſuch emergency 
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as above mentioned, they will not fail to aft conformably to their 
profeſſions, I repeat my thanks to them for their zeal, and conclude 


with aſſuring you, | | | 
Sir, that I am your faithful humble ſervant, TIS 
| | | by GODOLPHIN. 


| December 13th, 1745, a veſſel called the Draper, William Baſſnet, -. 
_ Maſter, from Rotterdam to Dublin, laden with brandy, wine, and 
ſundry kinds of goods, was ſtranded ; the greateſt part of the cargo 


was ſaved. | . . | 
February 28th, 1746, John Parmiter was. actuſed of theft and 


found guilty, for which the Council ordered him to be publickly 


whipped. f 


February 21th, 1747, his Majeſty's floop the Lizard, Captain 


on board periſhed. *- ns | 7 
Auguſt 29th, 1747, Judith Manning and John Morriſon com- 
plained againſt James Child, for aſſaulting, beating, and bruiſing 


Siſſon, Commander, was loſt upon the Seven Stones, and all perſons 


them in an-outrageous manner, which upon examination, and by the 


evidence of ſeveral perſons appeared to be true, for which the Court 
ordered him to pay two pounds and ſeven ſhillings, and in caſe of 
refuſal of payment, to be put in priſon. CES, SEP, uy 
Od cber 31it, 1747, the Earl of Godolphin was pleafed to. order 


that twelve poor children be inſtructed gratis, to read, write, and caſt 


accounts. 


December 9th, 1947, a ſhip called the Phenix, Benjamin Perry, 


Maſter, from London to Dublin, was ſtranded, 


February 24th, 1748, a ven called the Sea Flower, of and from 


Whitehaven, Robert Curry, Maſter, with one hundred and eighty- 


nine hogſheads of tobacco, bound to Rotterdam, and out of that 
number only fourteen hogſheads were ſaved, the reſt of the cargo 


was ſpoiled and rendered uſeleſs... 


found guilty of theft, 
ie, . „ . 
April 28th, 1730, James Child and Luke Wright were fined for 
ſwearing. J)!) 8 | 5 


November 24th, £749) John Welch, a ſaitor, was accuſed and 
tor which the Court ordered him to be pub- 


Council. ou ſe, St. Mary's, Scilly, March goth, 1754. 


It was agreed that a letter ſhould be ſent to the Earl of Godolphin, 


to requeſt his Lordfhip to procure an order from his Majeſty, that 
the harbour of St. Hefle lead 
bour of New Grimſby, for ſhips to perform quaranting in. 


May 1T PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, 


* 


Mr. Clutterbuck, our Commanding Officer, received by the laſt 
paſſage an order from the Secretary at War to take care, the direc- 


tions there given by his Majeſty in Council the 1ſt inſtant, concern- 
ing the quarantine of ſhips and veſſels, be complied with, as occaſion 
ſhall require. And tobſerving in the ſaid order, that if the plague 
. ſhall appear on board any ſhip being. to the Northward of Cape 


Finiſterre, the Maſter, Commander, or perſon having charge thereof, 


ſhall immediately proceed to the harbour of New Grimlby, in the 
iſlands of Scilly, when being arrived he ſhall make known his caſe to 

- ſome officer of the cuſtoms there, who ſhall immediately acquaint 
fome cuſtom-houſe officer, of 3 near port of England thereof 
| 5 2 2 | | 


n's Pool be appointed, inſtead of the har» 


and 
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of ſuch ſhips ſo inſected, an 
| Ipreagiog of the infeRion, as the caſe ſhall require, and the ſaid ſhips 


be known ; nor ſhall any of the crew go 


> 

— — — - 
RY 
a 


Hundred yar 1 | 
har, which are both fully inhabited; we therefore moſt humbly be 


„ — SEC 


New A and is encloſed by three ſmall Fi 
t. 


- 3 : 

- as a 
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and the Iriſh trade, preferable to New Grim 


we are, with a 


formed by ſhips infected v | 
frſt place neceſſary to be enquired into; and as all people are now, 
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and the ſaid cuſtom-houſe officer {hall with all ſpeed ſend intelligence 
thereof to one of his Majeſty's gene Secretaries of State, that 
fuch meaſures may be taken for the comfort and ſupport of the crews | 


and ſuch precautions uled to prevent the 


all remain at the ſaid iflands of Scilly, till his wat pleaſure 


n ) on ſhore. The harbour of 
New 9 is, may it pleaſe your Lordſhip, not more than four 
s broad, and is made by the iſlands of Treſco and Bre- 


our Lordſhip, to endeavour to procure his Majeſty's order, 4:4 | 
fuch ſhips as ſhall arrive under Fack deplorable circumſlances, be put 
into St. Hellen's Pool to lie, which harbour is equal if not ſafer than 
| ands that are not in- 
habited, viz. Hellen's, Tean, and Norihwithell, where if his Ma- 
jeſty thought proper, the crews a ok go on ſhore, without any pre- 
judice to any of the inhabited iſlands. This, may it pleaſe your 
Lordſhip, we earneſtly entreat your Lordſhip, to procure an order 
for, for it will not be ſafe for the inhabitants to remain on either 
Treſco or Brehar Iſlands, during the ſtay of ſuch infeQed veſſels in 
New Grimlby, and then the poor inhabitants that are there muſt 
ſtarve. And as to the ſafety of St. Hellen's Pool, we beg leave to 
aſſure your Lordſhip, that it is at this time ſu poſed to be the ſafeſt 
harbour in theſe iſlands, and is uſed by the veel uſing the Cheſter 
imſby, and we make no 
doubt but they vill acknowledge the ſame, if need ſhould require; 
umility, : | OE 5 ” 
May it pleaſe Yair Lordſhip, 3 . 
5 Your Lordihip's moſt obedient Come 


* 


LY ; (Signed by the Coun CIL-MEN.) 
To the above petition the Earl of Godolphin was pleaſed to ſend 

the following anſwer. e | 

\__GxNTLEMEN, _ St. James's, 9th of April, 1754. 


\ Your letter, dated from the Council-houſe, St. Mary's Iſland, 
Scilly, of the goth of laſt month, came to my hand laſt night » how 
far your requeſt will be found to be conſiſtent with the att 


of Par- 
liament, that paſt a year 200, relating to the quarantine to be per- 
it 


the plague, is a point that will be in the 


upon the point of diſperſing themſelves ſeveral, ways (and myſelf + 

amongſt the reſt) for at leaſt a 8 no very ſpeedy information 
can, perhaps, be had in it. I ſhall however not go away without 
leaving the neceſſary orders for that purpoſe ; nor afterward omit to 


ve my endeavours towards obtaining what you deſire, in calethe 
law leaves room for it, e n 


Vuoour humble ſervant, _ 


Jo Mr. Clulterbuck, Commanding © . 
1 5 = 


St. Mary's, in the and Scully, and 
the, re the Members he Councils 
 touſe there, 1 35 MEET 


by 
* 


When 
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When the Earl of Godolphin bad made the neceſfary enquiry how 
far the requeſt of the Commanding Officer, and the members of the 


Council at Scilly, was conſiſtent with the act of Parliament lately 


paſſed, relating to the quarantine to be performed by {hips infected 


with the plague, his Lordſhip ſent them the following letter, with a 


Counſellor's opinion upon the matter, WES. 


GENTEEMEN, Ft.. James's, goth April, 1754. 


In mine of the ꝗth inflant, I promiſed you I would order enquiry 
to be made how far the requeſt, (contained in the petition you ſent 


me, dated the goth of laſt month,) might be found conſiſtent with the 
late act of Parliament relating to the quarantine to be performed 


_ ſhips infected with the plague, The reſult of that enquiry I now 


ſend you, incloſed herein, though at the ſame time, I am lorry to 
find it ſuch as excludes (at leaſt for the preſent) all hopes of obtain- 
ing the alteration you propale and wiſh for, „ 
TT TE am, gentlemen, | 
alen. ſervant, 8 
9 gh $I .--  GODOLPHIN, 
To Mr, Clutterbuck, Commanding Officer at N 
St. Mary's, in the Iſlands of Scilly, and 
the reſt of the Members of the Council- 
| houſe there, ,, : „ 


To the Right Honourable FRANCIS EARL of GO DOLPHIN. 


In humble obedience to your Lordſhip's commands, I have con- 
ſidered the petition addreſſed to your Lordſhip from the Council- 


| houſe, in St. Mary's, Scilly, the goth of March laſt, ſetting forth 
that Mr. Clutterbuck, their Commanding Officer, had received an 


order from the a ng at War, to take care the direQions there 
given by his Majeſty in t March 
cerning the quarantine of ſhips and veſſels, be complied with, as oc- 
caſion ſhould require; and it is thereby ordered, that if the plague 
ſhould appear on board any ſhip, being to the Northward of Cape 

Finiſterre, the perſon having charge thereof ſhall immediately pro- 
ceed to the harke 


” cure his Majeſty's order, that ſuch infected ſhips be put to lie in St. 


Hellen's Pool, inſtead of New Grimſby, as being a ſafer flation, fax 
the reaſons in the es mentioned. As this order of Council, 


mentioned in the ſa 


performance of quarantine, I bave peruſed that aQ and obſerve, that 
in the firſt place it is enacted that all ſhips arriving, and all perſons 


and goods coming into Great-Britain, &c. from any ſuſpecte 22 | 


ſhall be obliged to make their quargnging in ſuch place, time, 
7 as bath been, or ſhall 


jeſly in Council might have given ditections for examining 10 
tions of the petition, and have made ſuch order thereon as to his 


| 1 in Council Wone ſeem meet; but the act proceeds further, 
an 


d expreſsly enads, that if the plague ſhould appear on board any 


ſhip, being to the Northward of Cape Finiſterre, the Commander 
_ thereof ſhall immediately proceed to the harbour of New Grimſby, 


in 


ouncil, the iſt of that inſtant March, con- 


our of New Grimtby, in the iſlands of Scilly, and 
make known. his caſe to ſome officer of the cuſtoms there, with fure 
ther directions. And praying your Lordſhip to endeavour to pro- 


| id petition, is founded upon a late aft of Parthian 
ment, made in the 26th year of his preſent Majeſty, relating to the 


trom time to time be direQed by his 
Majeſty's order in Council, And if the att had left it there, his Ma» 
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in the illands of Scilly, and make his caſe known to ſome officer of 
the cuſtoms there, and in caſe of diſobedience ſhall ſuffer death. 


New Grimſby being the fixed and ſettled place, where ſuch infected 
ſhips fhall firſt come and be ſtationed, and being ſo ſettled by a poſi- 


tive law, I conceive that it cannot be controlled or varied by any leſs 


authority than an att of Parliament; all which I humbly ſubmit to 


| "EDWARD GREEN. 
April goth, 1754. FFF 


In conſequence of the above petition a gentleman was ſent to 

Scilly, to examine into the particular grievance complained againſt _ 
Eu Ren's Pool be- 

ing appointed for veſſels to perform quarantine in inſtead of New 
rimſby, by whom the following letter was ſent to the Earl of Go- 

q to the Honourable Houſe of Com- 

mons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, from the members of 

the Council, and other inhabitants of the iſlands of Scilly, for his 
Lordſhip's inſpeMon. r 8 
Council. ou ſe, in St. Mary's, Scilly, December 2d, 1755. 

May IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSH IF, | Ws 


When we made our humble application to your Lordſhip by pe- 
tition, dated March goth, 1754, repreſenting the great danger of 


 Nationary ſhips, infeted with the plague, in New Grimſby Harbour, 
your Lordſhip was fo good as to expreſs your willingnefs to comply - 


with our requeſt in getting his Majeſty's order in Council altered, by 
_ appointing St. Hellen's Pool for th 


at purpoſe ; but it appearing by 


your Lordſhip's letter, of the goth of April, with Counſe lor Green's 
opinion incloſed, that the af of Parliament is ſo expreſs as even to 


reſtrain his Majeſty's power, in direQing any alteration with reſpect 


to theſe iſlands, we ceaſed to be further troubleſome to your Lord- 
ſhip at that time; but obſerving your great goodneſs in uſing all 
means the nature of the caſe would admit for our redreſs, and the 
kind concern you was pleaſed to expreſs that it was not (at leaſt for 
that preſent time) in your Lordſhip's power to obtain our requeſt, 


and at the ſame time finding the learned Counſellor's opinion that it 


may be done in a Parliamentary way, we once more 15% 555 to in- 
treat your Lordſhip's favour in an application of that kind. And as 
the bearer, Mr. Douglas (to whom your Lordſhip has been pleaſed to 
grant the wrecks of theſe iflands), is now upon the ſpot, and a gentle- 


man whoſe bufineſs in Parliamentary affairs is great, we have taken his 
aſſiſtance in e e repreſenting the hardſhips of out 


cafe, which if it meets with your Lordſhip's approbation and counte- 
nance, will, he aſſures, be a ſufficient foundation to obtain the relief 


ve humbly requeſt ; and having carefully examined into the truth of 
| the facts therein ſtated, he is able to ſupport the ſame upon oath 
if neceſſary. We refer the whole to your Lordſhip's conſideration 


and goodneſs, and are with the greateſt reſpett and eſteem, 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, : 
| Four Lordſhip's moſt obedient* | | 
e e . 5002S 
- __ (Signed by the CouncnIt-MEN). 
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To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament aſ- 
.  fſembled, HR Me | Wo” 
The humble petition of the members of the Council, and the 
ring 4 inhabitants of the iſlands of Scilly, whoſe names are here- 
unto ſubſcribed, ſheweth, | . | 
That by an aft of Parliament, made and paſſed in the twenty-ſixth 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled“ An Act to 
oblige Ships more effectually, to perform their jy rowing e and for 
the better preventing the Plague being brought from foreign Parts 
into Great Britain or Ireland, or the Iſles of Guernſey, Jerſey, Al- 
derney, Sark, or Man,” it is (among other things) enatted, that if 
the plague ſhould appear on board any ſhip, being to the Northward | 
of Cape Finiſterre, the maſter, commander, or other perſon haviog 
the charge thereof, ſhall immediately proceed to the harbour of New. 
Grimſby, in the iſlands of Scilly, when being arrived he ſhall make 
known his caſe to ſome officer of the cuſtoms there, who ſhall im- 
mediately acquaint a cuſtom-houſe officer of ſome near port of Eng- 
land thereof, which officer ſhall with all ſpeed ſend ſuch intelligence 
to one of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, that ſuch mea- 
ſures may be taken for the comfort and ſupport of the crew of ſuch 
infected ſhip, and ſuch precautions uſed to prevent the ſpreading 
of the infection, as the caſe ſhall require, and that ſuch ſhip ſhall re- 
main at the ſaid iſlands of Scilly, *ill bis Majeſty's pleaſure be known, 
and that none of the crew ſhall go on ſhore. 2 5 iT 
That the harbour of New Grimſby is not more than four hundred 
yards broad, and formed by, and lying directly between Treſco and 
Brehar, both iſlands fully inhabited, for which reaſon moſt ſhips and 
 veſfels homeward-bound make their choice to reſort thither, in order 
to be the better ſupplied with ſuch neceſſaries as they 11 require, 
inſomuch that there are frequently fifty ſhips and veſſels riding in the 
ſaid harbour, and at ſometimes many more, and ſhould a ſhip infected 
with the plague anchor therein at eh time, it would, in all proba- 
_ bility, not only infect the crews of ſuch ſhips as are lying there, but 
alſo the inhabitants of thoſe iſlands, who, for ſelf preſervation, would 
_ undoubtedly retire immediately to fome of the other iſlands, or the 
main land of Cornwall, whereby the whole kingdom would be ſub- 
95 1 to the moſt imminent danger. And your petitioners humbly 
beg leave further to repreſent to this Honourable Houſe, that there i- 
another harbour, called St. Hellen's Pool, more open to the main ſea 
than New Grimſby, and in every reſpett as ſafe for the reception of 
ſhipping, where infected ſhips and veſſels might lie, without ſubject- 
ing any of the inhabited iſlands to the leaſt danger of infection, by 
reafon the ſame is incloſed within three uninhabited iſlands, to wit, 
St. Hellen's, Tean, and Northwithell, the former of which contains 
above fifty acres of land, and is well ſupplicd with freſh water, and 
on which the ſhip's crew might go on ſhore, and the cargoes be landed 
With ſafety, and aired, and purged from infection, if that ſhould be 
found convenient, and directed by proper authority. 5 
That by the above mentioned act, the diſpoſition. of all infeded 
ſhips, and the method and limited time of 1 uaran- 
tine, in all ports and places of Great Britain or Ireland, or the iſles. 
of Guernſey, Jerley, Alderney, Sark, or Mann, is left totally at the 
diſcretion, and in the power of his Majeſty, with the advice of the 


Privy Council; but as by the expreſs words of the ſaid act every 
maſter, commander, or perſon having the charge of any ſhips By | 
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thall appear to be infected to the Northward of Cape Finiflerre, muſt 
upon pain of ſuffering death as a felon, repair to the harbour of 'New _ 
Grimlby and no other place, and his Majeſty's power of altering or 
varying ſuch appointment is in this ſingle inſtance totally reſtrained. 
And as your petitioners humbly apprehend that the ſtationipg in- 
fefted ſhips in the ſaid harbour, is likely to be attended with the ſa- 
tal conſequence of ſpreading an infection through the whole king- 
dom. And as much dayger cannot be removed otherwiſe than by 
authority of Parliament. | | | 5 | 
Your petitioners, therefore, moſt humbly pray that this Honour- 
able Houſe will be pleaſed to take the premiſes into conſideration, 
and afford your petitioners, and the reſt of his Majeſty's good ſub- 


jeQs, ſuch relief and aſſiſtance therein as to your honours, in your 


great goodneſs arid wiſdom, ſhall leem requiſite and neceſſary. | 


In April, 1755, a ſhip from Smyrna, laden with ſundry kinds of 
goods and merchandize, belonging to Rotterdam, was loſt, and part 


z 


On the: 16th day of December, 1755, Elizabeth Symons was found 


in a field adjoining the houſe of Anthony Watts, very much hurt, 
of which ſhe died in a few days. Anthony Watts and Francis 


Wood were apprehended upon ſuſpicion of murdering her, and 


were kept in cuſtody. On the 23d of the ſame month, a jury was 


warned to hold an inqueſt upon the body of the deceaſed; It was 


the opinion of the jury, from the feveral evidences, that the deceaſed 


woman's days. were ſhortened by being. turned out of doors by her 


maſter, Anthony Watts, and the violence offered to her by Francis 


Wood, and the inclemency of the weather, which. was very tem- 


peſtuous that night. A ſtate of the caſe and the depoſitions of ſe- 
veral evidences were. ſent to the Earl of Godolphin, for his Lord- 
| ſhip's inſpeQion, in anſwer to which his Lordſhip lent the following 


letter, with: Counſellor Green's opinion. . ts 
_'GEnTLEMENys ' London, January 15th, 1756. 
I have laid before Mr. Green the ſeveral papers and petitions, 
which I lately received from you, and herewith T return you his 
thoughts and opinion thereon, as not being able to give you better 
advice, and am, 3 „ „ 1 12 
| _ Gentlemen,: 3 „„ | 
2 our ment rveErdhs..EEE 
5  _ *GODOLPHIN. 
Me on 8 1 
I have carefully peruſed and conſidered the ſeveral letters and pa- 
ers lately tranfmitted to your Lordſhip from Scilly, and particu- 
larly the depoſitions of ſeveral witneſſes taken the 23d day of De- 
cember laſt, in relation to the death of Elizabeth Symons, ſpinſter, 
and for which Anthony Watts and Francis Wood are in cuſtody, on 
ſuſpicion of murdering her, praying your Lordſhip's directions 


touching the proceedings already had, and how to proceed further. 
My Lord, I conſulted ſome gentlemen of the profeſhon, much more 


converfant in the crown law than I am, and we agree, that from the 


ood; but we ſee no foundation for a charge of murder againſt 
them, or either of them. The petty jury, as alſo the gentlemen of 


depoſitions, Mrs. Symons' Was ill tested by Watts and . 
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the Council, were of the ſame opinion, and gave their verdict accord- 
ingly. I think the Council acted with prudence in making the en- 
quiry, but after their verdi& they had no right to detain the parties 


accuſed in cuſtody. I apprehend that if the coroner of the county 
had fat upon the body, and the matter had been examined by any 


Juſtices of the Peace, they would not have committed either of the 
parties upon the evidence laid before me. I muſt not omit acquaint- 


ing your Lordſhip, that amongſt the papers is a certificate of the 
£00 behaviour of Anthony Watts, ſigned by Mr. Sherwin, Mr. 
Milway, and ten others of the Common Council, which I am ſure 


will have great weight with your Lordſhip. Mr. Milway has pro- 


poſed ſeveral queſtions, to which I will return an anſwer as ſoon as 


conveniently I can, 


_ I am, &c. 
January 15th, 1756. ; 


The Council-men acknowledged the receipt of the Earl of Goz 


dolphin's letter, and returned his Lordſhip thanks for getting the 


act of Parliament ſo ſpeedily repealed, relating to ſhips performing 
quarantine, as follows, viz. . 


uuncil. 10ſec, Scilly, April igth, 1756. 
_ Mar 1T PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, e 


We return your Lordſhip our moſt humble thanks for your goods | 


neſs in favouring us with your Lordſhip's kind letter of the 15th of 
January, and al for ſending us Mr. G ) 

diately releaſed the priſoners, and we ſincerely wiſh that for the fu 
ture, we may have no occalion to trouble your Lordſhip on any ſuch 
affair; but we cannot help begging your Lordſhip to confider of the 


you growth of idleneſs and drunkenneſs, which are the cauſe of 
l : 


eſe great misfortunes happening amongſt us, and we do fear it will 


| not be altered until a court of judicature is more firmly eſtabliſhed 
in thele iflands, which we moſt humbly beg your Lordſhip to take 


under your wiſe conſideration, and give ſuch relief to your humble 
petitioners, as to your e th great wiſdom and goodneſs ſhall 
ſeem meet. We beg leave allo to acknowledge your Lordſhip's 


EE 2 goodneſs in taking care to have a repeal of the act of Par- 
liament, relating to the quarantine, ſo ſoon tompleated, and brought 
to a ſettlement, fo neceſſary for the good of the kingdom in general, 


_ andof your Lordſhip's tenants in particular. For all theſe gracious 


ads of goodneſs and charity, we do moſt bumbly return your Lord 


| ſhip our moſt humble thanks, and are with the greateſt ſubmiſſion, 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 8 „ 

5 our Lordſhip's moſt faithful, 
And moſt humble ſervants, 


In anſwer to the above letter Counſellor Green wrote the Coms Ne; 


| manding Officer, Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſq. as follows. „ 
. Pump. Court, Middle Temple, 11th May, 1756. 
8 1 R, e - > 2 ; 
by you and twelve others, dated 2 the 
N | . 5 0 2 8 


% 


*EDWARD GREEN. | 


reen's opinion. We imme 


52 (Signed by the CoUNC1t-Mex.) > 


Lord Godolphin has been pleaſed to lax before me 3 1e ine | ] 
oungil-noule, St. Mary's 
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Iſland, April 19th, 1756, with directions for me to conſider of the 
Tame, and prepare an anſwer to it. I am to acquaint you and the 
other gentlemen concerned, that no letter comes from the Council 
to him, (eſpecially with your name) but is moſt gracioully received. 
It grieves him to far of the complaints, which he has been informed 
of before by the Rev. Mr. Milway, to his Lordſhip's concern.“ 
But as the creation of a new juriſdiftion is matter ot great conſe- 
quence, and cannot be done without authority from the King and 
Parliament, his Lordſhip has been pleaſed to leave it to my con- 
ſideration how to anſwer the purpoſes propoſed. He is all goodneſs, 
and has the welfare of thele ;Nands much at heart. And I am to 
conſider what he can do by virtue of his own authority, and the 


powers already veſted in him, which he will readily do to the utmoſt 

extent. His other great and private affairs have prevented him from 

applying his thoughts upon Scilly, much under his conſideration, 

but will not loſe any 1 of returning a full and proper an- 
e 


{wer to your letter. You will pleaſe to ſignify ſuch his reſolution to 
the gentlemen, when in Sense aſſembled. N | 
s 1 Ss 4 0s 

| ' Your moſt humble ſervant, ' 


EDWARD GREEN. 


; | Tune 26th, 1755, Mary Hall complained to the Council againſt 


James Edwards, for calling her a drunken whore, and a tale bearer, 
which he acknowledged ; for which rudeneſs the Council ordered 


him to pay a fine to the relief of the poor. | 


September 24th, 1757, James Child was accuſed by James Tho- 


mas, of fraudulently taking one of his ſheep, which by ſtrong cir- 


cumſtances appeared to be true, The Court recommended the par- 


ties to ſettle the matter between themſelves, and James Child agreed 


to pay James Thomas nine ſhillings for the ſheep. The ſaid James 
Child was judged by the Court incapable of keeping any fire arms, 
or any other offenſive weapons in his houſe, during the preſent war, 
and that he ſhall be careful to go into the garriſon whenever the warn- 
ing gun ſhall be fired, and if he negletts, he is immediately to be 
taken into cuſtody and uſed as a traitor, | | 


* 


July 29th, 1758, the Rev. Mr. Milway complained againſt John 


N Jones for ill uſage. The Court took the matter into conſideration, 


and ordered the conſtables to put the ſaid Jones on board the firſt of 


his Majeſty's ſhips of war, that ſhould put into any of theſe har- 
bours. ö | RES | 


March gift, 1759, a man was ordered by the Court to be publickly 
whipped for flealing turf. e e , 


In the month of July, 1759, a diſpute happened between the in- 
habitants of ſome of the oft iſiands, about ore-weed for making 
kelp, which the Council repreſented to the Earl of Godolphin, and 


deſired his Lordſhip's diretiion in what manner to ſettle the matter; 


in anſwer to which his Lordſhip ſent the following letter to Mr. 
Smith, his Lordſhip's ſteward. DL no ny gf Tas an | 


Wo a St. James's, 22d November, 1759. 

Mx. SMITH, 555 ) ol Wor TIE 

I begin with acknowledging that the letter from the twelve men 
aſſembled in Council (and yourſelf as one of them), ſetting forth the 

diſſentions that have ariſen among the inhabitants of two or three 
J . Pere ey different 


* 
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different iſlands, and deſiring my direons for 1 un ena uo 
ould have been 


them, has been in my hands more than a week, an d have bee 
_ anſwered much ſooner, had I thought my ſelf capable of doing it in 
a proper manner, which not being the caſe, I have choſen to conſult 


Mr. Green upon it, from whom, (as it is term time) and he full of 


buſineſs, I could not till yeſterday obtain the encloſed letter, which 
{at the next aſſembly of the Council), I hereby N to lay be- 
fore them, as containing all the information, or advice, I find it in my 
power to ſend with relation to the ſubje& matter therein mentioned; 

ſoð reſt, | e | Fe FA . | 
| Your friend to ſerve you, 3 | 

. | . 60 DOLPHIN. 
My LoD, 


la obedience to your command I have read and conſidered the let- 


ter of the giſt of Oftober laſt, tranſmitted to your Lordſhip from 
the Council-chamber in St. Mary's, Scilly, and ſigned by eleven of 


the Council then aſſembled. The letter in ſubſtance contains a com- 


plaint lodged by Robert Jenkin and five others, inhabitants of the 
iſland of Treſco, againſt James Nance and other inhabitants of St. 


Martin's; that the ſaid James Nance and companions, about the 


latter end of July laſt, took away by violence from the ifland of 
Tean, four boats 2 


the complainants ſay they are damaged, and demand a fatisfattion, 


and a ſecurity not to have their property taken away by force fer the 


future. 


To this complaint the ſaid James Nance and companions appeared, 


and as to the taking the boats, and detaining them, they pleaded 


guilty with a juſtification, alledging that the complainants came with 
their boats to Tean Ifland to load, and carry away the ore-weed, 


which pows on the rocks, and with which they make kelp; and 
particu 


would not let any perſon come there to cut ore-weed, _ 


The gentlemen of the Council attended to the argument, and en- 


quired what evidence the defendants had to ſupport their plea, and 


juſtification. .. And no evidence being produced, the Council-board 
delired Mr. Thomas Smith to give an account of what he knew of 


the matter, and of the uſage and cuſtom concerning it; to which Mr. 


Smith anſwered, that the method ſettled, relating to the cutting of _ 
ore-weed for making of kelp, was, that no perſon cutting ore-weed, _ 
were to cut any on the rocks belonging to any inhabited iſland, where 


horſes could come amongſt the rocks, to carry the ore above full ſea, 


but at ſuch places where they could not come with their horſes, they 


Had free liberty to load boats with the ore-weed. 


Jo which the ſaid James Nance replied,” that no ore-weed ſhould | 
be cut on that iſland on any pretence, and declared, in an inſolent 


manner, that if the Court did order him to make any reſtitution to 
the complainants for their damage, he would not pay it. ; 


The complainants, on their part, inſiſted, that no horſes could come 


near where their boats lay, when they launched them over the rocks 
into the fea, and carried them off. EOS 


the matter and the merits well, but not being prepared to give 
5 | N judgment, 


2 E 2 


| longing to the complainants ; for carrying them 
to the iſland of St. Martin's, and there keeping the fame, whereby 


arly the ſaid James Nance declared, that, as he was a tenant | 
or part of the ſaid iſland, the ore-weed belonged to him, and that he 


The Council heard what was alledged on both ſides, and weighed | 
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judgment, they took time to conſider of 1 in, and like the Judges in 


the Courts at Weſlminſter Hall (when matters of great weight and 


difficulty come before them, and they cannot determine them imme- 


ae they diſmiſs the parties with à Curia a dirſare voult. 
In like manner the . Council at Scilly have judged it proper to * 
ply to your Lordſhip, praying you to give ſuch dire ions in the 


affair as to your Lord{hip ſhall ſeem meet, that peace and order may 


be kept amovgſht them, and murder prevented, 


This is the ſubſtance, if not the very words, of the repreſentation 


ſent to you, and I think the Council did right in repreſenting the 


matter to you, as you are the ſole proprietor of theſe iflands, and the 
inhabitants are your tenants, and claim your protedtion, as ſuch, 
I alſo think that the power given to you by the Crown, and by you 
delegated to the Council (conſiſting of twelve men), ſufficiently au- 
thorizes them to hear and determine controverſies and diſputes ari- 
sto the preſent diſpute, it is in the nature of an action of trover 
at the common law, brought by the inhabitants of Freſco againſt the 
inhabitants of St. Martin's, to have reſtitution of their boats, taken 


from them by violence; and likewiſe in the nature of an aQion of 
_ treſpaſs for damages, for taking and detaining their boats; and I do 


not know that the Court can give damages, yet! a have 
a right to order reſtitution, if they, in their diſcretion think fit ſo to 
do; and in that caſe, but not otherwiſe, I recommend it to them to 


make an order or decree, that the four boats wrongfully taken away 


and detained, be forthwith reſtored and delivered to the complainants 


as their property, and that in as good condition and plight, as the 


fame were in when taken away, with a declaration, that if the ſaid 


James Nance; and company, ſhall preſume to be guilty of the like 

offence again, they ſhall be proſecuted with the utmoſt 11gour of the 
law. And I think James Nance ſhould be reprimanded, and made to 
alk pardon of the Court for his inſolent behaviour towards them, 


for no Court is to be inſulted in the execution of their office, but 


will be protected therein by the power and authority of all 
Courts. 2 0 8 


I hope theſe moderate diredtions will be ſufficient for the preſent, TED 


and if your Lordſhip concurs with me therein, I would have this 
Opinion tranſmitted to Scilly, to be communicated to the Council 


* 


at their next aſſembly; and wiſhing them peace and harmony 
among ſt themſelves, Lreſt, | DW fn os 


Pour Lordſhip's, _ 
Moſt obedient and devoted humble ſervant, ; | 
VV ö __ EDWARD GREEN. 
Pump- Court, Middle Temple, „ + > FL 
209% March, 1759. BY 8 3 
P. S. I would have a copy of ſuch order or decree as the Council 
ſhall think fit to make and ſign, be perſonally ſerved upon James 
Nance and his acceſſaries, and to require an obedience thereto, on 


pain of the diſpleaſure of the Council. 


1 As ſeveral French privateers were ſeen about the iſlands, the Com- 
qanding Oicer and the Council thonght proper to publiſh, the fol- 


* 


lowing directions. 


Whereas ſeveral French privateers have been for ſome time paſt 
ng theſe , ſome ag 


* 


boveting about theſe iſlands, and the coaſt of Cornwal 


— 


iir is N d an; 


the crews of which have, at ſundry times, attempted to land, to the 


prejudice of his Majeſty's good lubjeds, Mr. Dexter thinks it his 
duty, and doth therefore, by and with the advice of the Council, 


recommend it in a particular manner to the inhabitants in general 
of theſe iſlands, to be firiftly watchful, and to keep a good look out 


after all ſhips and veſſels of any kind, that may appear in fight, 
_ eſpecially T they approach the land, and if they have the leaſt ſul- 


picion of an enemy, to give the earlieſt intelligence thereof to the 
1 He flatters himſelf, that there will be no occaſion to give 
them a caution to keep their arms in good order, and fit for imme- 


diate ſervice, as that is neceſſary for their own preſervation,. He 
thinks it proper on this occaſion to repeat the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Godolphin's orders, given at St. James's, the agth day of 


May, 1742, which are as follows, viz. that in the abſence of the Go- 

vernor, and Lieutenant Governor, the iſlanders are to obey the Com- 
manding Officer, for the time being, as their Magiſtrate. That on 
firing the warning gun the iſlanders do forthwith repair to his Ma- 
jeſty's Garriſon for the defence of the ſaid iſlands, and that no iflander 


goes to the main without firſt acquainting the Commanding Officer, 
eſpecially in time of war. That all pilots make a report immedi- 


ately to the Commanding Officer, of all ſuch ſhips or veſſels they” 
pilot into any harbour with their number of men and guns. And 


that no pilot preſume, on any account, to carry ſuch ſhip or veſſel 
out of the 8 any harbour, without ſeeing a clearance from bis 
| Majeſty's Star Caſtle. That all perſons who ſhall land in any of the 

Hlands, be forthwith brought before the Commanding Officer for the 


time being, in order to be examined by him. It is further agreed 


and ordered, by.the Commanding Officer and the Council, that if 
notwithſtanding Lord Godolphin's directions, the pilots ſhould pre- 
ſume to 22 out any veſſel that has not a clearance from his Ma- 
a 


zeſty's Star Caſtle, every ſuch pilot fo offending, upon proof there- 
of, ſhall forfeit for every Engliſh ſhip or veſſel the ſum of five ſhil- 


lings, and for every foreign veſſel the ſum of ten ſhillings and fix- 


ence. The pilots are alſo to ſee the colours of ſuch ſhips or veſ- 


els as they ſhall pilot in, hoiſted upon coming in fight of his Ma- 
jeſty's Garriſon, which will prevent their being fired at, and to ac- 


. all maſters or commanders of veſſels that they are to wait on 
1 


the Commanding Officer of the ſaid garrifon, within twenty-four 
hours after coming to an anchor, if the weather will permit, other- 
wile a party of ſoldiers will be ſent for him, the expence of which 


will fall upon the ſaid maſter or commander. N 
| Given at our Council-houſe, at St. Mary's, this giſt day of 
| May, in the year of aur Lord, 1760. | | | 


Signed by the COMMANDING-OFFICER, * ? 


and the COUNCIL-MEN. 


Ihbe ſame day a man was ordered to be put in the common priſon, 
| for diſobeying the order of the Council, and to remain there till he 

_ - ſhould pay the charges. OE na | I 
September 27th, 4760, a. man paid a fine by order of the Council, 
to the uſe of the poor, for piloting out a vellel under foreign co- 
lours, without having a proper permit from his Majeſty's Gar- 


riſon. 


October 25th, 1760, the Council ordered two men to be publickly 
ee kot coming n » peck of 4 woman's gaun'rambes hack, 
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Ing, or adviſing, in carrying any ſhip or veſſel into St. 
while the aforenamed veſſel, or any other for the future, is, or fhall 
be performing of quarantine; and 
and upon conviction of the ſame, ſhall forfeit the ſum of two gur- 
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4 


with a knife, with which they threatened to kill her, and for uſing 
her in a very rude manner. 1 55 VV 
A PROCLAMATION, 
By Henry Græme, Eſq. Commandant and Chief Magiſtrate of 


all his Majeſty's Garrifons and Iſlands of Scilly, and by and with the 


advice of the Council of the ſaid Iflands aſſembled. © _ 25 
That whereas his Majeſly, by Royal Proclamation, has ordered all 


Thips and veſſels coming from the Mediterranean to perform quaran- 


tine, eſpecially thoſe from the port of Naples: And as the harbour 


of St. Hellen's Pool is by att of Parliament appointed for the per- 


forming of quarantine, by all veſſels infected with any peftilential 
diſorder, or coming from places where ſuch diforders prevail: And 


| Whereas the ſhip Squirrel, of North Yarmouth, whereof Samuel 


Smith 1s maſter, 1s now and has been for {ome time paſt in the harbour 


of St, Hellen's, under quarantine, the ſaid pilots, contrary to or- 
ders, have carried veſſels into St. Hellen's Pool, by doing of which 
they not only fly in the face of the law, but alſo endanger the lives, 


not only of the inhabitants of theſe iſlands, but likewiſe of the three 
kingdoms, Thele are, therefore, by and with the authority aforeſaid, 
to order and direct all pilots of and belonging to the iſlands of Scilly, 
that they are from henceforth, upon no account, to carry or to be aid- 
3 Hellers Pool, 


that every perſon ſo offending, 


neas, to be levied by diſtreſs, for every ſhip or veſſel carried into the 
ſaid harbour, and be further ordered on board the ſhip or veſſel per- 
forming quarantine, there to remain during the ſaid quarantine, and 
to be at the expence of his or their ſubſiſtence while on board ſuch 


hip or veſſel. And be it further directed, by the authority afore- 


faid, that all pilots ſhall inform the maſters of ſuch veſſels as they 
Thall pilot, that they are to ſhew their colours upon coming into any 


of the harbours, and that any failing ſo to do will be fired at, and 


the maſter or pilot, whoſeſoever fault it is, will be obliged to pay for 
the ſhot, And be it further directed, that all pilots ſhall inform the 
maſters of foreign veſſels, that, ſo foon as may be after they come to 
an anchor, they ſhall wait upon the Commanding Officer, and that 
all pilots ſhall accompany the ſaid mafter, and in caſe the ſaid maſter 
wall omit to perform'the ſame, the pilots ſhall make a report them- 


ſelves, under the penalty of paying all expences, the mafters of the 


ſhips or veſſels ſo offending ſhall incur, in cafe of failure of the 
fame. And be it further ordered, by the authority aforeſaid, that 


this Proclamation be read in all the churches, and places of workup 
, 


in the iſlands of Scilly, before the .congregations ſhall be diſmiſſe 


upon Sunday the 25th wo of November, or the next Sunday, and 

the fame ſhall be entered | 

under w7 hand and ſeal this 24th day of November, in the year of 
our Lord, 


in the records of the Council. Given 
1764, and in the fourth year of the reign of his Majeſty 


e e HENRY: GRAEME. 
-.GOD ſave. he KING. 


And notwithſtanding the above Proclamation, if any maſter or 


commander of a ſhip or veſſel, ſhall inſiſt or oblige the ſaid pou or 
| . e Ff. Þ 
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pilots of ſuch veſſels to carry them into St. Hellen's Pool, that then 
the ſaid ſhip or veſſel will be laid under quarantine ; and the pilot ſo 
_ compelled ſhall be excuſed from all fines or penalties, upon his or 

their making a proper report thereof immediately to the Command- 


ing Officer. 


A man was ſentenced by the Court to be publickly whipped for 
| ſheep ſtealing. 8 | 5 
Council. hoi ſe, December 1], 1764. 
Henry Græme, Eſq. Commandant and Magiſtrate, preſiding in 
Council affembled, pon the above day appeared John Nicholls, 
of Treſco Iſland, being accuſed of a riot and malicioufly cutting the 
cable of the brig Providence, belonging to Bidditord, in Devorthire, 
whereof John Kiog is Maſter. The Gooneil, at the earneſt requeſt 
of the proſecutor, waved proceeding to trial, upon the delinquent's 
agreeing to make good the damages and charges of proſecution ;_ 
and the Council, for the preſervation of good order, walls and di- 
refs, that if the ſaid John Nicholls ſhall hereafter be guilty of any 
riot or miſdemeanour, he ſhall be proceeded againſt with the utmoſt 
rigour. Gy | RS 


April eth, 1765, a man and his wife were fined for buying ſtolen : 


goods. The fame day a man of St. Agnes Ifland was fined for 


aſſaulting a maſter of a ſhip on board his veſſel, which was from 
Charles Town, laden with rice, bound to Cowes, in the Ifle of 
Wight, and was wrecked on - the iſland of Brehar. The maſter, on 
account of ill treatment, was obliged to leave his veſſel, to which he 
could not return *til] he was aſſiſted by the officers of the cuſtoms, 
and the Enſign of his Majeſty's Garriſon, with a party of ſoldiers. 
May 25th, 1765, a woman was ordered, by the Council, to be pub- 
Iickly whipped for robbing her ſiſter, and to be kept in priſon ' till 
ſhe receives her pumſhment on the 27th inftant. The fins day a 
man and his daughter were ordered to be kept in priſon *ull next 
Court day, for receiving ſtolen goods from the aforeſaid culprit, 
_ unleſs they can find ſufficient ſecurity for their appearance, in Coun- 
cil, to anſwer to the charge brought againſt them. 5 
July 27th, 1765, ſome of the inhabitants of Treſco Iſland a- 
peared at the Court, and complained againſt ſome of the inhabitants 
of St. Martin's Iſland for taking a boat from them, which they in- 
tended to load with ore-weed at Mother Ledge, near St. Martin's 
aforeſaid, and for detaining the ſaid boat. The Court having taken 
the matter into conſideration, are of opinion, that the plaintiffs had 


no right to take ore-weed from the ſaid ledge, as the inhabitants of 


St. Martin's can come to the ſaid ledge, at low water ſpring tides, 
with horſes, neither had the defendants any right to take the boat 


from the plaintiffs aforeſaid ; and it appears to this Court, that the 


ancient cuſtom of cutting ore-weed upon the rocks near their ifland, 
to which they can come with a horſe, as aforelaid, is the ſole pro- 
perty of the perſons inhabiting the ſaid iſland reſpettively. They 
do therefore order and adjudge (that neither plainuff nor defendants | 
having acted according to equity), that each party do pay a propor- 
tionable part of the charges incident thereon lt appearing to this 
Court that throwing the garbage of fiſh and other things, improper 
to be laid in the public ſtreets of the town in St. Mary's Iſland, is(a 
e e | | common 
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common nuiſance, the Court therefore does order that any inha- 
bitant thereof, committing ſuch an offence in future, ſhall pay for 
each offence five ſhillings ; and the conſtable for the time being, is 
hereby ordered and directed to pay regard to this order, and to levy 


ſuch fine, on the reſpective perſons offending, except ſuch filth is 
carried to the beach at half tide ; and that a proclamation be made 
for the inhabitants to pay regard to this order, 5 c N 


On the 13th _ of Auguſt, 1765, Ann Batten, ſpinſter, ſervant to 
Henry Græme, Eſq. was delivered of a male baſtard child, which 


was found dead ſeven days after, concealed in a box, in her bed-cham- 


ber, with a wound on its head ; a Jury of inqueſt being called, were 
of opinion, that if it was born alive the wound on the ſkull thereof 
was ſufficient to deſtroy its life, but by what means ſuch wound was 
made, by whom or by what inſtrument, did not appear to them. 
The flate of the caſe was repreſented to the Earl of Godolphin, in 


 Council-houſe, at St. Mary's, Stilly, September 10th, 1765. 
May IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSH1P, 00 


We beg leave to addreſs ourſelves to your Lordſhip for relief in a 
caſe, the like of which has not happened in theſe iſlands, during 


our being members of this Court, eſtabliſhed by your Lordſhip. 


Ann Batten, of Penzance, in the county of Cornwall, ſingle wo- 


man, having acknowledged that ſhe was delivered of a male baſtard 
child, on Tueſday the 13th day of Auguſt laſt, at his Majeſty's Star 
Caſtle, the reſidence of Henry Greme, Eſq. Commandant and Ma- 
giſtrate in theſe iſlands, to whom ſhe was a ſervant about three quar- 


ters of a year ; that there was no perſon preſent at the birth of the 


child, but that the ſame was ſtill born. The ſaid child was found in 
a box of the ſaid Ann Batten in her room, at the Star Caſtle afore- 


ſaid, dead, wrapped up in two ſheets of paper tied at cach end, and 
appeared to have a fracture on the forepart of the head; and ſuch a 
notorious crime being neceſſary to be proſecuted in the perſon of- 


the offender, we therefore humbly pray your Lordſhip to take this 


affair under your kind conſideration, and afford us ſuch relief as to 


.your Lordſhip ſhall ſeem meet. If the inhabitants of theſe iflands 
are obliged to proſecute Ann Batten aforeſaid, we humbly crave _ 
pour Lordſhip's aſſiſtance to them in the premiſes, and to favour us 


with the opinion of your Lordſhip's Counſel on the caſe, which will 
very * oblige us, who are, | _ - | 
May it pleale your Lordſhip, | 
| Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
| And moſt humble ſervants, 


(Signed by the COUNCILMEN.). 


In conſequence of receiving the opinion of Lord Godolphin's 


Counſel on the caſe, a warrant was iſſued to the conſtables of St. 


Mary's to apprehend the ſaid Ann Batten, and to convey her to the 
neareſt part of Cornwall, where they could moſt conveniently come, 
and to apply to one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the 


ſaid county, for a mittimus to convey the body of the ſaid Ann Bat- 


ten to the e gaol, in order to take her trial at the next aſſizes 

for the ſuppoſed murder of her baſtard child, Who was acquitted 
when ſhe took her trial. 9 ee 97 
| e % | _ Council-houſe, 
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| Council. lou ſe, November 25th, 1769. 


Be it known to the ſeveral pilots of theſe iſlands, that a rule of the 


Court of and in theſe iſlands, held at the Council-houſe, on the 

Ifland of St. Mary's, was this day made to the following effect, 
Viz. that from the day of the date be 

of any ſhip or veſſel, to conduct the ſame into any of theſe harbours 

or road ſteads, is to repair to ſuch ſhip or veſſel on a ſignal made for 


ſailing to her intended port, at the expiration of two hours at fartheſt | 


after ſuch ſignal is made by the maſter of the ſhip or veſſel throwing 
cout ſuch ſignal ; and in cafe of failure to attend at ſuch time, every 

Paine capable of conducting a veſſel out of port in ſafety, is at full 
iberty to conduct ſuch veſſel to ſea, and ſhall be entitled to receive 


ſuch reward as can be agreed upon by the ſaid maſter and the pilot, 
firſt ſeeing a clearance from his Majeſty's Garriſon, provided that no 


perſon does preſume to interfere with carrying any veſlel to ſea, 
within the two hours aforeſaid, except the pilot who brought in ſuch 


veſſel, And be it further known to all the pilots as aforeſaid, that 


any of. them is at full liberty (in caſe of the impradticability of the 


perſonal attendance of the pilot who brought in the veſſel, to carry 


out the ſame), to empower under his hand any other perſon capable 


of conducting a veſſel to ſea, ſo to do, and the pilot, carrying, in 5 
ſuch circumſtances, ſuch veſſel to ſea, is to be anſwerable to the pilot 
ho conducted in ſuch veſſel, for two thirds of the ſum agreed for, 


in and out, y 


8 Council-houſe, Scilly, 28th July, 1770. 
On the day and date above an inſtrument was ſigned by the ma- 
jority of the members of the Council, for the proſecution of all 
felonies, robberies, and thefts, committed by any perſon or perſons 
inhabiting or 2 into theſe Iſlands, alſo for the proſecution of 
all perſons who ſhall buy any ſtolen goods, knowing them to be 
ſtolen. The proſecution of offences, in theſe caſes, or either of 


them, to be paid by the ſubſcribers, and the ſaid inſtrument manifeſt] 
tends to the preſervation of the property of the honeſt and induſtri- 


dus, and to the juſt puniſhment of offenders, in theſe caſes or either 
of them, it is heartily recommended by the members of this Coun- 


cil, to every honeſt inhabitant of and in theſe iſlands, It is the re- 


lolution of this Court, that by the firſt opportunity, the conſtables 
have orders to try the weights and meaſures of this iſland, and that 


| the aſſize of bread, as ſoon as made out and approved by this Court, 
be publickly advertiſed, and if any a e 


; meaſures, t e offenders will ſuffer as the _ direAs. | FE 


The following letter was ordered by the Council, to be ſent to the 5 
Right Honourable Lord Godol- 


Rev. Mr. Lewis, Chaplain to the 
| pPhin, in St. Mary's, Scilly... 


As there is a general murmuring in the iſland, that the middling 
ſort of people are not able to pay twenty-four ſhillings per annum, 


for the education of their children, and can have no pretenfions, as 
objects of charity, to crave Lord e complaints 
ead, We therefore deſire 


have been made in this Court on that 


vou will fix your loweſt price per annum, on thoſe children not en- 
titled to his Lordſhip's bounty, in — that we may give an anſwer 
„VVV e to 


4 


reof every pilot taking charge 


e found in weights or 
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to thoſe that have children to cducate. In expedtation of your an- 


Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervants, „ 
+ | (Signed by the COUNCIL-MEN.) 
Council houſe, Scilly, | | | | 
27th December, 1770. | : 


In reply, Mr. Lewis ſent the following letter, to the Preſident and 
members of the Council. | 5 | 


5 n GENTLE MEN, 


I received your letter, dated the 24th of laſt month, the contents 
of which I cannot ſay but ſurprized me a good deal. You begin 
with telling me how diſſatisfied the people are at my prices for teach- 
ing ſchool, and then with a ſort of an authority, you defire I will tell 
you my loweſt prices. I may with great propriety aſk you in return, 
what authority you have for thus concerning yourſelves with my pri- 
vate concerns? what value I have a mind to put upon my labour, 
I am not to aſk you, neither have you any buſineſs with it.. The pub- 
lick may, with ſome propriety, enquire into matters relative to the 
charity ſchool, but what my prices, are between man and man; by no 
meeans falls under your cognizance ; and for that reaſon you are not 
entitled to an anſwer to your letter. However, gentlemen, as it was 
always (and I hope ever will be my deſire), to promote good nature 
and unity amongſt us, I ſhall make this reply to your requeſt, that 
when any perſon-offers his child to me, I ſhall confider his circum- 
| Rances, and deal with him accordingly. If this, gentlemen, will not 
eontent you, you are welcome to lay the matter before my Lord, 
which if you do, I hope I ſhall be able ſucceſsfully to defend my 
proceedings, by thoroughly convincing his Lordſhip, that my prices 
are very moderate, conſidering the preſent ſtate of the Iſlands, the 
dearneſs of things, the wide difference in living, in dreſs, and ex- 
pences of every kind, to what they were even a few years paſt; all 
which evidently prove, that the murmurings of the people, on ac- | 
count of my prices for teaching children, do not proceed from their 
inabilitysto pay it, but from another cauſe which I am no ſtranger to. 
But I hope, gentlemen, as I concern myſelf with no man's buſineſs, 
you will conſider the impropriety of theſe ungenerovs attacks upon 
me, and ſuffer me to go on without interruption in my duty, *till you 
find a juſter cauſe of complaint againſt me than you have hitherto | 
had: Then I know of nothing that can hinder vs to live, as we ought 
"AN to live, in unity and peace, which is the hearty deſite of, | 5 
| ; 5 Gentlemen, I 
Jour fincere friend and ſervant, 
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| Heugh Town, 26th January, 1771. 
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April 27th, 1771, the Court ordered that ſuch as are pilots ſhall. 
not in future put any lad, or youngſter, on board any fthip or veſlel, 
to take charge of the ſame, except it be known that {ſuch are capable. 
And as many complaints have been made to the members of this 
Court that pilots are put on board veſlels, that are not capable of 
taking charge of them and their cargoes ; therefore for the good of 
trade in general, this Court has thought it neceſſary to order and di- 
3 regt, that if any pilot is put on board a veſſel that is found not to be 
capable, and an accident ſhould happen thereby, he muſl * the 
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(ame at his peril, And the men in the boat that put ſuch perſons on 


board veſſels, ſhall each man be fined the ſum of five {hillings, and 

be further dealt with as the Court ſhall direct. And that this order 

be ſent to each reſpective iſland to be made publick, and that it be 
coly complied with. | 


n the 23d day of June, 1771, the cuſlom-houſe officers went in 
[1 ſloop belonging to the iſland of Treſco, which 
they ſaw near the Crim Rock in Broad Sound, ſuſpected by them to 


purſuit of a ſma 


be on acontraband trade, from France to Scilly ; when they got up 
with the ſloop it proved to be as they ſuſpected. So the officers laid 


hold of the ſaid {loop and endeavoured to board her, but the perſons 
therein reſiſted the 3 and armed themlelves with iron hatch 


bars, a pump brake, and other offenſive weapons. In the ſcuffle John 
Trannick was killed, and the reſt of the cuſtom-houle officers then 
in the boat, being extremely weak and faint through loſs of blood, 


from the wounds they received, and being in danger of their lives, 
were obliged to quit poſſeſſion of the floop. The people on board 
were tried afterwards at the Old Bailey, in London, ſor the murder 
of the ſaid John Trannick, and were acquitted, as no perſon would 
ſwear that the apo fins within the limits allowed by the law, when 


the cuſtom-houſe officers attempted to board her, and to ſeize her. 
1773, April 19th, a veſſel called the Felicity, Nicholas Langlois, 
aſter, from Hiſpaniola to Havre de Grace, laden with ſugar, 

coffee, —_ and cotton, ran aſhore on this iſland ; the ſhip and 

cargo were 

cond mate, ſeven men, and one.negro woman, were ſaved. 


1773, September 25th, a ſnow, called the Duke of Cumberland, 


belonging to Boſton, in America, whereof Seth Padock was Maſter, 


bound to London, laden with oil, deal, timber, and lumber, was un- 
fortunately loft on St. Hellen's Iſland. The greateſt part of the 
cargo was loſt, but the lives of the crew were providentially ſaved. 


$776, Cenrunty 1ſt, a brig, called the Royd of London, ee 
Bovey, Maſter, from Barcelona, laden with brandy and wine, bound 


to Roſcoff, by a heavy gale of wind parted from her anchors, and 


ran aſhore on a ſhoal of rocks in St. Hellen's Pool. 


1774, October 16th, a foreign veſfel, galliot built, Was taken up 
diſmaſted, on the ſtream about ten leagues from thele iſlands, with- 


out any living creature on board. She was towed into Scilly, laden 
with ſalt, which the colleQor had put in warehouſes, for the ſecurity 
ok the duties, and the benefit of the proprietors that ſhould appear to 


claim it, and alfo for the juſt ſalvers, in doing which he was obliged - 


to call the military to his aſſiſtance to quell the rioters, and in their 
preſence he read the wreck act. Several people declared poſitively 


that none of the ſalt in the veſſel ſhould be cellared, fo the collector 


Was obliged to leave the ſalt in the veſſel, and to proteſt againſt their 

illegal, proceedings. The mob afterwards diſperſed, and the falt, 

N wes — thouſand buſhels, eighty-four pounds each, were 
cellared, 


1775, February 4th, the brig Weddel, of Kingſton u on Hull, 


Francis Thorp, Mafter, from Hull, with a cargo of woollen 
drapery, bales, iron, and cutlery wares, bound for Oporto, was un- 


fortunately driven by a violent ſtorm on a ledge of rocks in Old 
Grimſby Harbour, and by great providence the lives of the maſter 

| x hot the veſſel was ſo much damaged, that ſhe 
was rendered incapable of proceeding on her voyage *till her damage 


and crew were preſerved, 


was repaired, 


oft, The Captain and the mate were drowned ; the ſe- | 
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1776, February 6th, a galliot, called the Thomas; of Breman, 
William Rhode, Maſter, laden with coffee, ſugar, indigo, and wine, 
from Bourdeaux bound to Hamburgh, was driven on ſhore in this 
port. A great deal of the cargo and veſſel were loſt. - Some part of 
the cargo was ſaved, and depoſited in a cellar, belonging to Lord 
Godolphin, which was robbed on the 11th of the fame month; for 
which robbery a boatman belonging to the cuſtom-houſe,. with two 
other men, and one woman, were carried from hence to be com- 
mitted to the county gaol. At the enſuing aſſizes the boatman 
was EC to be tranſported for ſeven years, and the reſt were ac- 
 Quitted, _ | 1 | . . 6 3 
1776, February 25th, the brig Hunter, of and for London, John 
Kennedy, Maſter, from Liſbon, with wine, oil, lemons, and oranges, 
was ſtranded and broken up here. | | 


1777, April 15th, the ſhip Three Siſters, of Rigwald, in Pruſſian | 
Pomerania, John Cruſe, Maſter, from Liverpool, with ſalt for the 


Laſt Sca, unfortunately ſtruck upon ſome rocks near theſe iflands 
and ſunk, The Maſter and crew 


{aved themſelves in the ſhip's boat. | Rs 
1777, December 4th, the remains of a veſſel were found in this 
ort, and not a living creature was ſaved. The veſſel, from the co- 

ours caſt on ſhore, appeared to be Venetian, entirely loſt, only a few 

currants were taken up, but of no value. $7 9 8 . 
1779, December 15th, the ſhip Friendſhip, of and for Amſterdam, 

Francis Blecker, Maſter, from St. Euſtatia, laden with tobacco, 

ſugar, coffee, cocoa, and indigo, was totally loſt, but the men were 

MLT: on TI 37% er ne 

1780, January: 11th, the fnow Chriſtiana, Andreas Becher, Maſter, 

from Liverpool bound to Oſtend, laden with pepper, coffee, hides, 

and other goods, was obliged to cut his cables and run aſhore. On! 

the 16th, the brig Pheaſant, John Rawlinſon, Maſter, from New- 
Toundland, but laſt from Ireland, laden with cod fiſh, beef, pork, 
and butter, was driven upon the rocks; part of the cargo was ſaved, 

but the veſſel was loſt. On the ſame day the brig Glory, Moſes 

Lewis, Maſter, from Plymouth bound for Dublin, with * to- 

bacco, and wine, was alſo forced on ſhore. _ „„ | 

13780, Auguſt gift, the brig Triall Letter of Marque, of and for 
Briſtol, William Sanders, Maſſer, from St. Chriſtopher's and Nevis 
laden with ſugar and cotton, was ſtranded in Crow Sound; part of 

the cargo was ſaved, but the veſſel was loſt, ET 

1780, November 20th, the biig Charming Molly, of and for Wey- 

mouth, Samuel Maiden, Maſter, bound to Dublin with Portland 

| None, was ſtranded near Brehar, and entirely loſt ; ſome ſmall part 

of the veſſel's materials were ſaved. | | Ne EE . 

1780, December goth, the brig La Maria Clara, laden with timber, 
a French prize captured by a El privateer, . John Meſſervy, 

. Matter, wy ſtranded on the rocks near Karn Morval, and was en- 
tirely loſt; © Fon o N 3 

| Marth 31ſt, 1781, a brig, called the Endeavour, John Langdon, _ 


„ten in number, providentially _ 


Matter, belonging to Teingmouth, in Devon, from Liverpool, laden 


with rum, brandy, coals, and herrings, bound to Port{mouth, was 
| loſt upon St. Hellen's Iſland, but the men were all ſaved R 


18781, July 7th, a veſſel from Oporto, bound to London, called 
St. Antonio de Liſboa, Joze Franciſco le Naeimento, Maſter, was un- 
fortunately loſt near theſe iſlands, and no living creature was ſaved, 
by the inhabitants of 
. Scilly, 5 


Part of her cargo was driven on ſhore, and ſaved 
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Scilly, ſome of which was -brought to the warehouſes, which cou- 


ſiſted of wine and oil. After it was ſalved, ſome of the inhabitants 


inſiſted on one half in kind, before they would carry any part to the 
warehouſe (which the ſurveyor and officers of the cuſtoms abſolutely 
refuſed to comply with), they being perſuaded ſo to do by Abra- 
| ham Leggatt, ſurgeon of the garriſon here, who inſiſted that the 


officers of the cuſtoms had no right to interfere, as it was a dead 
wreck ; ſo they took it by force. The Collector upon receiving an 


information of divers quantities of wine, part of the cargo, being 

| ſecreted, applied to the Commanding Officer for a warrant to ſearch, 
which requeſt he immediately complied with, and upon examining a 

ſuſpected houſe at Treſco, the Collector found two hogſheads of 


wine ſecreted therein, which the maſter of the houſe denied him from 
| Carrying to the warehouſe, and ſwore he would knock out the Col. 


leQor's brains with an iron poker, which he held in his hand on the 
Collector, and ſaid he ſhould kill him before the wine ſhould be re- 


moved. to the King's warehouſe. 


February 2d, 1782, the ſhip Lady Johanna, Daniel Giflon, Maſter, 
from Demerara bound to London, with coffee, ſugar, cotton, cocoa, 
and rum, was by ſtreſs of weather forced upon the rocks, and ſo 
much damaged that her cargo was obliged to be taken out. The veſ- 


ſel was ſold here and ripped up. | 


1782, a Venetian veſſel laden with Caſtile ſoap, wine, almonds, 


and oil, from Marſeilles, in France, bound to London, ſtruck upon 
the Crim Rocks, and was daſhed in pieces; ſome of the people were 
drowned, and ſome of the reft ſaved themſelves upon the broken 
parts of the ſhip. As ſome people were going to look out for wreck, 
they law a raftat a diſtance, with a ſmall ſail upon it; they made to- 
wards it to {ee what it was, and when they came near it they found . 
eleven men upon it, only two of whom were able to ſtand, they be- 
ing ſo benumbed with the cold. The iſlanders took theſe diſtreſſed 
people off the raft into their boat, and landed them upon the iſland 
of St. Agnes, but they were ſo weak that they were notable to walk. 
One gentleman, a paſſenger, was quite naked, being in his bed when 
the veſſel ſtruck, and had not time to put on any of his clothes; he 
Was almoſt dead with cold, and was very much wounded with getting 


upon the raft ; ſeveral more of the people were very much wounde 


and bruiſed. Three of the ſhip's crew get upon the maſt of the 
veſſel, and were driven by the violence of the ſea into New Grimſpy 
Harbour. The: ſea was ſo rough, that ſeveral boats paſſed by the 


people upon the raft, the people in the boats being afraid to come 
near the raft, thinking it would either ſtave or upſet their boats. 


1782, May 24th, a galliot diſmaſted, burden about two hundred 


tons or upwards, called the Maria Charlotta, belonging to John 


Schmidt, reſident in Pruſſia, was found on the ſtream about half a 


league from the iſlands, and brought to the Iſland of Brehar, with- 


out any living creature on board; from whence or where bound, or 


to what nation ſhe belonged, could then not be known, as no papers 


were found on board; her cargo conſiſted of French red and white 
wines, and ſome vinegar. - The one half of the cargo was put under 
the King's locks in warchouſes ; the other half was detained by the 
iſflanders, headed by Mr. Leggatt, ſurgeon of the garriſon, Who ſet 


up advertiſements in different parts of the town le ien of 


augmenting the ſalvage from one third to one half). He likewiſe 


had the audacity to preſent a piſtol to an officer, when in the execu- 


tion of his duty, in taking down his advertiſements, put up to limp. | 
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230 4 DESCRIPTION V the 
late the iſlanders in their illegal proceedings. A copy of which is 


here inſerted, vi: | | e | . 
© Whereas diſputes have ariſen concerning the diviſion of the late 


WO 


dead wreck, I gjve this public notice to the inhabitants m general, 


that, if they will unanimouſly agree, that I will without fee or re- 
ward obtain for them, and that ſoon, one half of the value of the 


Whole. 3 * Rh 
nl AB. LEGGATT, Surgeon, 
N. B. If any are diſpoſed to ſell your parts, I will give you the 


beſt advice how to att.” | 


1782, July 14th, a Venetian ſhip, named the Madona de Carminie, 
Captain Bafaele Vuccoffaniach, from Rotterdam to Smyrna, was un- 
fortunately loſt on Golden Ball Bas, near St. Hellen's Iſland. The 

Captain and crew, with great difficulty, ſaved their lives, with their 


_ chefts, bedding, and a few pieces of Engliſh cloth, which they ſold 


by their interpreter, in order to raiſe money for their ſubſiſtence, 


they being in great diſtreſs, and hired a ſmall floop. te convey them 
to Falmouth. CN e | | | 


1782, Auguſt 13th, a Venetian ſhip. called the Providentia Divina, 5 


Captain Paſcal Malina, from Marſeilles bound to Oſtend, laden with 


ſoap, oil, brandy, &c. was loſt on one of the Weſtern rocks. Two 


of the crew were drowned, the remainder, fourteen, being taken off a 


raft of the wreck by the iſlander's boats, in a moſt miſerable condition, 


Having fcarce a 3 to cover their nakedneſs, as ſeveral of 
them were aſleep in tbeir : 
not time to put on their clothes or to ſave any thing, 


eds when the veſſel firuck, ſo they had 
1782, the brig New York Pacquet, Captain William Baker, of 


and from London, bound to Antigua, laden with Iriſh beef, pork, 
N came in here, and was afterwards ſtranded in Porth 
Mellin. „ | 5 5 BE; 


1783, January 24th, a brig, called the Oldenburg, Captain's name 
Tedſtrum, was driven from her anchors in New Grimſby Harbour 
and loſt ; ſhe was from London to Oſtend and St. Vincent's, laden 
with fundry kinds of goods I | 8 
1783, September 5th, the ſhip Nancy, David Robertſon, Mafter, 
of and for London from Jamaica, laden with rum, ſugar, and fuſtick, 


Was loft on the brow of Hellweathers, Alſo the ſhip Financier was 
loſt upon Annet Ifland, John Lobee, Maſter, of and from Charles. 


town for London, laden with rice, tobacco, and indigo. 


November 25th, 178g, a veſſel, called the Sophia, belonging to 
London, laden with deals from Wyburgh, in Rufſia, bound to Liver- 
ol, Alexander Sandiland, Mafter, in eoming through St. Hellen's 


Gap ran upon the rocks, where ſhe was bulged, and filled with wa- | 


ter. The vefle] was got off the rocks, moſt part of the cargo was 


* 


faved, and no lives were loſt. | 


1784, March 4th, at midnight there being a wry firong gale of 
wind from the S. W. and a heavy fea, a tranſport from New-York 
came in behind the iſland of Brehar, in ſuch a place as was not poſ- 


ver ftruck one rock; but came ſafe to an anchor. The Captain's name 
was Robert Bruce, who gave an account to the pilots that he ſpoke 


with 2 2 from India, about eleven o'clock that night, and ſup- 


poſed the muſt be loſt on ſome part of the iſlands; the pilots on re- | 
etiving this account informs others. Several boats went ont on dif- 
aa 5 . coveries, 


* 


Able for any pilot to conduct her through ; notwithſtanding ſhe ne- 


tember fo 


= 
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coveries, and on the iſland of Roſevere they diſcovered the unfor- 


tunate ſcene, The Nancy pacquet from Madraſs, in India, Captain 


| Robert Haldeg, the veſſel a total wreck, and every perſon drowned. 


There were ſeveral paſſengers on board, officers of the army, and the 


famous aRreſs, Mrs. Ann Cargil, on her return from India, ſhe hav- 
ing made a large fortune in that country ; the Cen part of her 
property was on board the ſaid veſſel, and mo 


Cargil. One Captain Scott, belonging to Hartlepool, ſtranded here 
at that time, bound to London from Cork, laden with butter, hides, 


&c. with ſome of his ſhip's company, went to the iſland of Rofevere, 

and took up the body of Mrs. Cargil and two more, and brought 

them to St. Mary's, where _T were buried in the church-yard. 
to take up all the other bodies if 


The ſaid Captain Scott intende 
. Poſſible, but ſome were putrified ſo much that they could not be 


moved. The mail was taken up by the iſlanders, and ſent to London 


by Edward Rogers, Eſq. Collettor of the Cuſtoms, and a Mr. 
James Hern, from London, here at that time for pleaſure. Nothing 


vas ſalved from the wreck but ſome pieces of muſlin, clothing, and a 


_ ſmall quantity of money, was picked up by the iſlanders. 


18784, December 31ſt, the ſhip Aurora, Robert Dixon, Maſter, 
from Liverpool to London, laden with kennel coal, had the miſ- 
fortune to ſtrike on ſome rock near the Land's End, and was 8 ax Hh 

e 


to bear away for Scilly; when ſhe reached St. Hellen's Gap, 


ſunk, and her cargo was moſily thrown overboard to lighten her, that 


| ſhe might be raiſed again and ſaved. 


1785, December 16th, the veſſel, called La Amiable Sarah, of 
din, Maſter, from Cape Francois bound to 
| Dunkirk, laden with ſugar, coffee, and indigo, was brought into 


Dunkirk, Francis Cor 


St. Mary's Pier with auger holes in her bottom, ſuppoſed to have 


been made with an intent to fink her, as all the hands had left 


1785, December 19th, ſome evil diſpoſed perſons broke into a 


cellar, and felonioufly carried away thirty-five ankers of brandy, 


and alſo ſtove, in the ſaid cellar, one other anker of brandy, all 
er tad been feized by the officers of the cuſtoms, and there de- 
e , pO Er iti pd 5 

1786, April 19th, about ſeven o' clock in the afternoon, ſeveral 


| Perſons in boats and veſſels from the Mount's Bay, and the Land's 
| nd, in Cornwall, towed into this port a ſhip dilmaſted, and level 


with the water, which they found to be driving with the tide, near 
the Land's End, without any perſons on board: The day following, 
the Maſter and chief mate of the ſaid veſſel, eame to Se. Mary's, and 
| gore information that it was a Swediſh ſhip, called the La Bona Re- 
ſolution, Andreas Lundgreen, Maſter, bound from Batavia to Rot- 


| terdam, laden with ſalt petre, pepper, coffee, &c, which unfor- 


tunately ſtruck upon the rocks, called the Loagſhips, near the 


___ L.and's End. The Maſter and crew fearing the veſlel would fink 
with them, and for the preſervation of their lives they went into their 
boat, and got on {hore at the Land's End. About the 17th of Sep- 
lowing a warehouſe was broken open, and about twenty- - 

nine bags of pepper were flolen from thence, containing about * 


twenty-two hundred pounds weight cach, which were part of the 
| . SM”; 4 „ Cargo 


ly in caſh. The 
aforeſaid pacquet ſtruck firſt upon a rock, called Gilſtone, where Sir 
TCloudeſley Shovel was loſt in 1707, and was afterwards driven with 
_ the tide upon the ifland of Roſevere. Several dead bodies were 
buried upon the ſaid iſland, amongſt which was the body of Mrs. 


*S - 
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cargo of the aforeſaid ſhip, under the joint locks of the King, and 


; ; the n, On a diligent ſearch being made by the cuſtom- 
8 e o 


hou cers and the proprictor's agent, and by offering a reward of 


5 - a guinea. for each hundred weigbt of pepper that ſhould be found, 


In conſequence of which twenty hundred three quarters and twenty 


pougds of peppers, wand, and likewiſe the offenders were dif- 
covered, four of whom were ſent to the county jail to take their trial 


at the next aſſizes, and were acquitted, as the Captain of the ſhip 


could not ſwear to the identity of the pepper. 


1787, September 28th, a Daniſh ſnow, called Maria Margaretha, 


: 1 Anderſon, Maſter, bound from St. Croix to Copenhagen, 


laden with ſugar and cotton, was towed into Scilly totally diſ- 


* 


maſted. - 


178), December 24th, the brigantine, called the Duke of Corn 
wall, of Penzance, Thomas Hoſkin, Maſter, from London bound to 


Falmouth, laden with ſundry kinds of merchandize, ſtruck upon a 


rock in coming into St. — A Sound, and ran on the ſhore of St. 


Agnes Ifland, and was wrecked ; very little of the cargo was ſaved 


for the proprietors. The brig Betſey, of Cheſter, William Wil- 


liams, Maſter, from Cheſter bound to London, laden with lead and 


empty caſks, went on the ſame rock, and was ſo much damaged that 
| the ſunk ſoon after. Likewiſe the brig Dawſon, Matthew Boſton, 


Maſter, from Liverpool, bound to Ipſwich, laden with ſalt, put into 


the harbour of New Grimſby diſmaſteeeeed. | 
December 10th, 1788, a boat in going from St. Mary's to Treſco 


wWuas loſt, and nine men were drowned, who left large families in 


great poverty and diſtreſs,  _ Wei e e 
e [anuary e 1789, a ſloop belonging to St. Mary's, Scilly, Robert 
__ Gibſon; M 


to Southampton \ butt 1 | 
and men were taken up in their boat, about fix hours afterwards, and 
Put on ſhore in Mount's Bay. e 4 ONS ny 


aſter, foundered at ſea, in coming from Ireland, bound 
laden with butter, cheeſe, and ſoap ; the Maſter 


1789, April 25th, the ſhip 


digo, tobacco, &c. was wrecked on the Weſtern rocks, near the Iſland 


of St. Agnes. The ſaid veſſel on ſtriking the rocks, went to pieces 
immediately, and only one man was ſaved out of fifteen,” who was 


Joſeph Tuttle, the carpenter of the ſaid ſhip ; he was toſſed upon a 
rock by the violence of the ſea, where he remained from two o'clock 
on Wedneſday morning ' till the Friday following. The badneſs of 
the weather prevented any boat from coming to his aſſiſtance till 
then. Money to a confiderable amount was taken up from the rocks 

where the veſſel ſtruck, but no other pot of the cargo was ſaved. | 


| bour, and was obliged to have 
of boxes of tin plate, pig iron, and Spaniſh wool, bound to Havre de 


1790, January 19th, a ſloop from Briſtol, Robert Gibſon, Maſter, 


belonging to St. Mary's, Scilly, ſprung a- leak about two leagues 


from theſe iſlands, and with great difficulty got into Grimſby Har- 
oe he cargo taken out, which conſiſted 


- April z9th, 1790, a veſſel lying to in the tight, drove into Smith 


Sound, with very rough weather, and came to an anchor, the wind 


being S. S. E. A veſlel ſent out by the gentlemen of Scilly, to re- 


. lieve ſhips in diſtreſs, brought in a Dutch ſhip that had been run on 
board by another ſhip, which broke in her bows, when ſix of her men 
 yereloh, 


The ſame day one of the iſland boats ſpoke with a Pani 


London, of London, Alexander Cur- | 
ling, Maſter, from Carolina bound to London, laden with rice; in- 
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ſnow that had taken up another ſhip's company at ſea, about fif,y' 
leagues from. Scilly, come from Sett, laden with brandy and wine, _ 
April 2oth, 1796, about nine clock in the morning, part of a 
veſſel was ſeen floating on the tide, being-the Elizabeth, of London, 
ber deck being all gone. Some of her maſts and yards, with a great . 
part of her rigging, being a long fide, The iſland boats took her in 
| tow, but were obliged to quit her, the tide taking her to and fro. 


She was ſeen for ſeveral days afterwards ; at length the fell in among 


the Northward rocks, where ſhe ſtove in pieces. | 
une stb, 1790, the brigantine Eagle, John Roffeter, Maſter, of 
and from Charles-town, laden with tobacco, rice, and faves, was 
wrecked on the Weſtern rocks near St. Agnes; the veffel went to 
pieces, but happily the Maſter and crew were all faved in the ſhip's 
oat, | 15 1 
; July 8h, 1790, about ſeven o'clock in the evening, one of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip's of war, called the. Pegaſus, ran on ſhore on the iſland 
of Ae although a ſkilfal pilot was on board. Several guns were 
fired as fignals of diſtreſs, but ſhe got off again with little damage. 
February 23d, 1791, the ſhip en „of Boſton, in New Eng- 
land, William Maley, Maſter, from wi, Yori bound to London, 
laden with tobacco and ſtaves, was wrecked ; one thoufand three 


hundred and fixty-three ounces of cut filver was faved, and all the 


people. 8 | 1 SES 
April ath, 1791, a boat belonging to Old Town in St. Mary's, 
Vent out to pilot in veſſels, was loſt between the rack off Old Town, 
called the Gilſtone, and Peninis Head, the fea then being very rough; 
Unfortunately eleven men were drowned, one of whom was taken 
up alive, de be died about half an hour afterwards, Fe 
June 25th, 1791, the Duke and Dutcheſs of Leeds, and their at- 
tendants, landed here from one of his Majeſty's frigates of g2 guns; 


as ſoon as they came aſhore they were conducted to the Caſtle, an 


when they entered. the garriſon, the great guns and ſmall arms fired; 
in the evening there were bonfires in different places on St. Mary's 


Hand, and a general illumination in Heugh Town. The inhabitants 


_ exhibited every demonſtration of joy upon ſeeing their noble land- 
lord come among them, as they expected his Grace, upon feeing the 
poverty and diſtreſs of ſo many helpleſs widows and poor facherleſa 


children, would have eftabliſhed fome Kind of manufactery here to 


_ relieve the diſtreſſed poor, by finding them ſome uſeful employment, 
whereby they might not only procure themſelves a more comfortable 
ſubſiſtence, but become. nſeful members of the community. The 
inhabitants were made to believe that a manufattory would $ ſet on 
foot here by his Grace, but the matter is yet under conſideration, 
and not determined upon, His Grace left one hundred pounds to be 
_ diſtributed amongſt the poor for their immediate relief, and when he 


had ſeen the curioſities of Scilly, he and his attendants ſet ſail again; 


with a fair wind for Cornwall, on the 28th. of the ſame month. 


_ Auguſt 25th, 1791, Mr. Thomas Hall, Surveyor of the Cuſtoms at 
| Scilly, having received information of a ſmuggling veſſel, called the 
Friendſhip, of Penzance, belonging to James Dunkin, and com- 


manded by George Bramwell, went out in his boat in ſearch of her, 


and about ten o'clock at night fell in with her, ia Old Grimſby- 
Harbour, near the iſland of Treſco; on his rowihg towards the ſaid . 
veſſel for the purpoſe of boarding her, a perſon trom the deck hailed 
and aſked, ** at boat is that 7 and upon the ſaid Hall's anſwer- 
ing, The cuſtom boat,” two muſkets or blunderbuſſes were imme- 
„ 1 —!. OT. 
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diately fired by the ſaid. James Dunkin into the ſaid boat, by which 
William Millett and John Oliver, two. of the boatmen, in the ſaid 
cuſtom-houſe boat were killed, and John Jane, another of the boat- 


enn, ded. he s inqueſt ſat on the bodies 
of the ſaid William Millet and John Oliver, and brought in their 


the {aid James Dunkin, or others, 


men, dangerouſly wounded, The coroner's i 


verdict Wilful Murder, againſt 
on whom. he had vaſt influence, | 

His Majeſty for the better diſcovering 
perſons concerned in this moſt atrocious offence, was pleated to pro- 


miſe his moſt gracious pardon to any one of the {aid offenders, 
who ſhall diſcover his accomplice, or accomplices (except the ſaid. 
James Dunkin, or any other perſon who aQually fired), ſo that 
any one or more of them may be apprehended and convicted of the 


ONence. | 
And as 


dred pounds, for the diſcovery and apprehending any one or more 


of the other perſons concerned in theſe murders, to be paid by the 
Receiver General of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms upon conviction.  __ 
January 3d, 1793, the Paſſage arrived from Penzance, and gave an 
account that the Prudence and Jane, Captain Alexander Gendall, 
belonging to Scilly, was driven by a contrary wind to Cherbourg, in 


France, in coming from Penzance to Scilly, with neceſſaries for the 
ins. 5 2 | 


Several other wr 


perly belong. hat is ſaved at the hazard of lives from the de- 


voufing of the ſea, the ſalvers are by the right of nature, as well as 
of reaſon, entitled to a {hare of; the Lord- 
|  bulinels being to diſtribute juſtice 1n that re ſpect. 


— 


and bringing to juſlice the 


: a further encouragement, the Commiſſioners. of his Ma- 
zeſty's Cuſtoms, in order to bring the ſaid offenders to juſtice, pro- 
miſe a reward of five hundred pounds to any perſan or perſons who 

| ſhall diſcover. and apprehend, or cauſe to be .diſcovered and ap- 
James Dunkin; and a reward of two hun- 


ecks are remembered coming aſhore among theſe 
iſlands, which would be tedious to deſcribe in all their diſmal circum- 
ſtances, and therefore I ſhall add but little more on the ſubjeQ ; but 
ſhall obſerve that the people of Scilly are not ſuch gainers by. 
wrecks as ſome have imagined ; for of what they get out of the ſea 
they only enjoy a proportionable part for ſalvage ; the reſt belong- 
ing to the proprietor of the iſlands, or perhaps to the merchants. 
And as there is a military command, and civil power in the iſlands, . - 
| theſe rights are duly looked after, for the perſons to whom they pro- 


proprictor's. agents 
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